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Experts in wooden pallet fumigation 
and Heat Treatment

FumiGATiON SeRViCeS pVT LTD.,

•  India’s 1st Fumigation company to be  accredited  
with NSPM 12 Standards

•  Fumigation of wooden packing material as per  
ISPM 15 standards

•  Heat treatment for wooden packing material
•  AFAS accredited fumigation agency (Australian Quarantine)
•	 	Phyto	Sanitary	Certificate	Arrangements
•  Container Fumigation 
•  Ship Fumigation Experts
•  Ware House Fumigation 
•  Disinfestation of Vessels
•  All Type of Residential & Commercial Pest Control Services

3939

No.1, Buddu Street, 3rd Floor, P.B.No. 1846, Chennai - 600 001
For Booking : 4242 7777, 2521 3409, 2522 1241 booking@fumi.in
For PQ Arrangements : 2521 7488, 2224 2175 pqfumigation@fumi.in
For New Enquires : 2522 0626, 2522 5061, 2524 0672 fumi@fumi.in

Branches: Bangalore, Coimbatore, Cochin, Delhi, Guntur, Hyderabad, Kakinada,  
Mangalore, Mumbai, Tuticorin, Vizag, Mundra, Gandhidham, Salem, Krishnapatnam

Please Contact for your requirements:

FUMIGATION SERVICES PVT LTD.,

www.fumigationservice.com
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Sonowal Inaugurates National Logistics 
Portal-Marine, A Single Window Logistics 

Portal To Reduce The Logistics Cost

Union Minister for Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
and Ayush Shri Sarbananda 

Sonowal inaugurated the National 
Logistics Portal (marine) in New 
Delhi on 27 January 2023.

The National Logistic Portal 
(marine) (NLP) is a project of 

national importance, as envisaged 
by the Ministry of Ports Shipping 
Waterways and the Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry. It is a one-
stop platform aimed at connecting 
all the stakeholders of the logistics 
community using IT, to improve 
efficiency and transparency by 
reducing costs and time delays and 
achieving easier, faster, and more 
competitive offerings of services, to 
promote the growth of the logistics 
sector and thereby improve trade. 
NLP will be a single window for 
all trade processes of the logistics 
sector spread across the country 
covering all modes of transport in the 
waterways, roadways, and airways 
along with an E-marketplace to 

provide a seamless end-to-end 
logistic service coverage.

NLP Is a one stop marketplace 
where all logistic stakeholders 
are integrated for easier, speedier 
& competitive services thereby 
promoting trade and growth.

Single Platform to perform all 
core activities of the Importer / 
Exporter / Customs Broker / Freight 
Forwarder

End-to-end functionality to 
perform self-clearance digitally 
Online transaction with custodians

Providing a level playing field to 
relevant stakeholders (large & small) 
thus increasing the competition

Complete domestic tracking of 
the shipment with notifications on 
each stage

Real time information of the 
activities which are generally not 
in reach of Importer / Exporter / 
Customs Broker

Enhanced transparency in 
Government to Business relations 
and Ease of doing Business

Document Management System 
to store all the important documents 

securely on Cloud Storage
Reduced costs and timeframes 

for execution of trade and logistics 
operations

Paper-less transaction, for all the 
stakeholders along with BI reporting 
and data analytics

The implementation of NLP had 
been initiated in July 2021 with the 
development of NLP Marine as a 
first phase. It is an “open platform” 
that allows the coexistence of 
multiple service providers to 
provide EXIM-related services 
independently or by combining 
different connectivity options. It 
has the capability to integrate with 
various Port Operating Systems/ 
Terminal Operating Systems, 
ICEGATE, Other regulatory 
agencies, and stakeholder(s) systems 
in the ecosystem. It aims to reduce 
regulatory complexities and enhance 
the ease of doing business by moving 
towards user-friendly paperless 
trade. This will be accomplished 
by utilizing the prowess of IT 
infrastructure to develop a single 
window, centralizing all necessary 
documentation, compliance 
certifications, and formal procedures 
necessary for the EXIM trade.

INTEGRATED PLATFORM 
FOR EXIM STAKEHOLDERS

The activities of NLP Marine 
are categorized into four distinct 
verticals viz. i. Carrier, ii. Cargo, 
iii. Banking and Finance and iv. 
Regulatory Bodies and Participating 
Government Agencies (PGAs). 
This will enrich the user experience 
through end-to-end tracking of 

Global Transhipment Port at 
Great Nicobar Island Soon
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Salient features of the Project
•  Strategic Location – Located on the International Trade Route, 

with existing transhipment terminals like Singapore, Klang and 
Colombo in proximity.

•  Draft – Natural depth of 20m

•  Catchment – Potential to capture transhipment cargo from the 
similar international facilities in the sub-continent and Ports in 
the proximity including Indian Ports.

•  Project features for Phase 1 – Two breakwaters, 400m wide 
navigational channel, 800m dia turning circle, total berth length 
of about 2.3km translating to 7 berths, 125 Ha for container yard, 
container handling equipment including RMQCs and RTGs, 
provision to develop 2 liquid cargo berths

Working towards the Island 
Development programme 
announced by the 

Government, the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, as part of 
the Holistic Development of Great 
Nicobar Island, is working towards 
development of Mega International 
Container Transhipment Port 
(ICTP) at Galathea Bay of Great 
Nicobar Island of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands in Bay of Bengal. 

Other projects include, Airport, 
Township & Power plant. Holistic 
Development of Islands aims to 
bridge the gaps in infrastructure and 
improve economic opportunity for 
rapid increase in size for all types 
of vessels, from feeders to the large 
inter-continental carriers. 

Further, the proposed 
infrastructures facilities shall be 
such that the service levels and 
facilities match with that of the 
global top container transhipment 
terminals and neighbouring ports.

The project focuses on three key 
drivers which can result in making 
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it a leading container transhipment 
port, i.e. strategic location in terms 
of proximity (40 nautical miles) 
with the International shipping trade 
route, availability of natural water 
depth of over 20m and carrying 
capacity of transhipment cargo 
from all the Ports in the proximity 
including Indian ports.

Experts have long maintained that 
a strong economic case exists for 
enabling a transhipment hub in India 
that can attract Indian and regional 
transhipment traffic from the current 
hubs, save significant revenue loss, 
reduce logistics inefficiencies for 
Indian trade, reduce risks to the 
country’s export competitiveness 
and create an opportunity for India 
to become a large hub for Asia-
Africa, Asia-US/Europe container 
traffic trade. 

Currently, nearly 75% of India’s 
transhipped cargo is handled at ports 
outside India. Colombo, Singapore 
and Klang handle more than 85% 
of this cargo with 45% of this cargo 
handled at Colombo Port. Indian 
ports can save $200-220 Million 
each year on transhipment cargo. 

Also, developing Galathea Bay 
Transhipment Port will accrue 
significant benefits such as forex 
savings, foreign direct investment, 
increased economic activity at other 
Indian Ports, enhanced logistics 
infrastructure and thus, efficiencies, 
employment generation, and 
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Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Shri Nitin Gadkari met 

the Japanese Delegation led by 
Dr. Masafumi Mori, Special 
Advisor to the Prime Minister of 
Japan and the co-chairman of the 
Joint Committee Meeting for the 
Mumbai-Ahmedabad National High 
Speed Rail Project, in the presence 
of Mr. Hiroshi Suzuki, Ambassador 
of Japan to India in New Delhi.

The Union Government plans 
to set up a modern floating 
jetty at Biswanath Ghat, 

Sonowal said.
Minister of Ports, Shipping & 

Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal 
while elaborating on the proposed 
project said this will create a smooth 
platform to transport both cargo & 
passengers via waterways which in 
turn will transform the local economy
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Gadkari Meets Japanese Delegation For 
Sustainable Infrastructure Development 

Govt Plans To Set Up A Modern Floating 
Jetty At Biswanath Ghat 

Both sides exchanged views 
and opinions in the field of Road 
Transport and Logistics service-
related road infrastructure 
and deliberated upon capacity 
development and technology 
sharing in the field of sustainable 
transport development, alternate 
clean and green fuel, development 
of innovative transit technologies 
for movement of passenger 
and cargo.Emphasis was laid 
on India-Japan sustainable 
development initiative for the 

Sonowal furtheer said, “Once 
functional, this jetty will act as a 
catalyst of change and realisation 
of the vision of PM Narendra 
Modi about Transformation via 
Transportation. The rich history 
of the Biswanath Ghat – as a 
confluence of spiritual, economic & 
social point of importance – will get 
a further boost.’’

 The new jetty will be instrumental 
for smooth passage of passengers 
to commute as well as for the local 

North-East region of India along 
with North-East Road Network 
connectivity improvement 
projects.

The meeting paved the way for 
strengthening India’s continued 
partnership and collaboration with 
Japan for deriving effective solutions 
to contemporary challenges in 
Transportation and Logistics, 
based on the firm foundation of 
both countries’ shared values and 
convergence of interests in strategic 
and economic matters.

economy to flourish as the farmers 
& traders will be able to transport 
and export our fantastic produce to 
the world market via waterways. 

The Act East Policy has worked 
wonders for the economic revival of 
the region in the global trade map. By 
re-energising our traditional routes 
of trade via river Brahmaputra, we 
have a tremendous opportunity to 
regain our glory as an important hub 
of trade in this part of the world, 
Sonowal added.
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Global Economic Uncertainty 
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The shocks that have shaken the global economy 
in recent years have introduced a new normal 
for turbulence, driven in some cases by political 

fragmentation between countries.
These episodes have also lifted uncertainty to exceptionally 

high levels, which in turn hurts economic growth.
In contrast to existing measure of economic policy 

uncertainty, two factors help improve the comparability of the 
World Uncertainty Index [WUI] across countries.

First: the WUI is based on a single source. This source 
has specific topic coverage – economic and political 
developments. Second, the Economist Intelligence Unit 
reports follow a standardised process and structure. 

The process through which the Economist Intelligence 
Unit country reports are produced helps to mitigate concerns 
about the accuracy, ideological bias, and consistency of the 
WUI. 

But we only have one Economist Intelligence Unit report 
per country per month, meaning there is potentially quite 
large sampling noise.

To better track the evolution of these conditions, World 
Uncertainty Index has been updated to show more frequent 
readings that are monthly, instead of quarterly, and 
incorporate data for 71 economies dating back to 2008.

As the index fell in December, the most recent reading, but 
has continued to hit elevated levels in recent times on the 
back of successive shocks, including most recently Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and the associated cost-of-living crisis.

Uncertainty jumped following the United Kingdom’s 
unexpected vote to leave the European Union—and 
soared even further after the surprise outcome of the 2016 
presidential election in the United States. 

This was followed by US trade tensions with China, which 
caused major uncertainty for the world.

Another big spike followed in early 2020 with the onset 
of the coronavirus pandemic, followed less than two years 
later by another shock from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
and renewed trade uncertainty associated with the risk of 
geoeconomic fragmentation.

The Global Economic Policy Uncertainty Index is a GDP-
weighted average of national EPU indices for 20 countries: 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, France, Germany, 
Greece, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, 
Russia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States.
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Sonowal Inaugurates National Logistics...

Global Transhipment Port at Great Nicobar...

the shipment with notifications 
at each stage, seamless exchange 
of documents, and the ability to 
securely transact with transparency 
and speed.

The NLP Marine experience is 
enhanced further with the Latch 
On feature, which facilitates the 
trade in providing the required 
features that are not directly 
embedded into NLP Marine, by 
linking through systems developed 
by other agencies seamlessly 
without duplication of efforts. It 

is envisaged that many standalone 
applications, developed by 
multiple vendors, users, and other 
stakeholders will integrate with 
NLP Marine through appropriate 
curation. It also enables digital 
transactions for payments required 
for the clearance processes 
such as Port charges, CFS 
charges, shipping line charges, 
transportation charges, etc.

Addressing the gathering Shri 
Sarbananda Sonowal said, “The 
Prime Minister on 15th August 
2021 announced the PM Gati 

Shakti National Master Plan to 
provide systematic, multi modal 
connectivity to various economic 
zones for seamless movement of 
people, goods & services resulting 
in efficient conduct of logistics and 
economic activities. To fulfil this 
mission Ministry of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways has developed the 
NLP (marine) is an “open platform” 
that allows the coexistence of 
multiple service providers to 
provide EXIM-related services 
independently or by combining 
different connectivity options.”

increased revenue share. 
Several other allied businesses 

viz. ship chandlery-ship supplies, 
ship repair, crew change facility, 
logistics value added services, 
warehousing and bunkering also 
planned at this Transhipment Port. 

Additionally, there is a potential 
of creation of around 1700-4000 
incremental direct jobs by end of 
this project.

The proposed facility is 
envisaged to be developed in four 
phases with the total estimated 
cost of ~INR 41,000 crore. Phase 1 
proposed to be commissioned in the 
year 2028 with handling capacity of 
~ 4 Million TEUs, increasing to 16 
Million TEUs in the ultimate stage 
of development. 

The estimated cost for Phase 
1 of the proposed transhipment 
port is around INR 18,000 crore 
which includes the construction of 
breakwaters, dredging, reclamation, 
berths, storage areas, building 
and utilities, procurement and 
installation of equipment and 
development of port colony with 

core infrastructure is going to be 
developed with the government 
support.

Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) will be encouraged for this 
project via Landlord mode. The 
PPP Concessionaire shall have 
the flexibility to develop storage 
area, container handling equipment 
and other infrastructure based on 
concessionaire’s own market and 
business assessment subject to the 
Minimum Guaranteed Traffic. The 
Concessionaire would be awarded 
a long-term PPP concession of 30 
to 50 years (based on requirement), 
shall be responsible for the 
provision(s) of port services and 
shall have the rights to levy, collect 
and retain charges from port users.

Expressing his happiness on 
this milestone of MoPSW, the 
Union Minister of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways and AYUSH, Shri 
Sarbananda Sonowal said that “this 
project will be a major landmark 
in developing India to become a 
self-assured and self-reliant Nation 
and will support the economic 
development of the country. Ministry 

of Ports, Shipping and Waterways is 
continuously striving to fulfil the 
grand vision of making a new India 
as envisaged by our visionary Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji.”

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, 
Kolkata (SMPK), on behalf of 
MoPSW is the nodal agency for 
implementation of this project 
and will be inviting Expression 
of Interests from the interested 
organizations having relevant 
technical expertise, financial capacity 
and operational experience required 
for development, operations, 
maintenance and profitable growth 
of the proposed project.

The EOI pertaining to ICTP, 
Galathea Bay will be available 
at SMPK website https://
smportkolkata.shipping.gov.in and 
https://kopt.enivida.in from 28th 
January 2023.  

All other details, including date of 
submission, extension, clarifications 
amendment etc. will be updated on 
above websites from time to time. 
All terms & conditions shall be as 
per EOI notification.
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Union Minister for Road Transport 
& Highways, Shri Nitin Gadkari 
chaired the 10th meeting of Group 

of Infrastructure Committee today to address 
existing inter-ministerial issues with regard 
to implementation of various infrastructure 
projects. Shri Gadkari said an action plan has 
been introduced to accelerate PM Gati Shakti 
scheme’s progress.

Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister for 
Commerce and Industry; Shri Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, Union Minister for Railways, 
Communications, Electronics and Information 
Technology; Shri Bhupender Yadav, Union 
Minister for Minister of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, and Labour & 
Employment; Gen (Dr.) V. K. Singh (Retd.),  
Minister of State for RT&H & Civil Aviation; 
Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar,  Minister of State for 
Power; Shri Shripad Naik,  Minister of State 
for Ports, Shipping and Waterways; and Shri 
Ajay Bhatt, Minister of State for Defence & 
Tourism participated in the meeting.

Senior Officers from the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH), 
Ministry of Defence (MoD), Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW), Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC), Ministry of Railways (MoR), 
Ministry for Commerce and Industry (MoCI), 
Ministry of Power (MoP), Ministry of Civil 
Aviation (MoCA), National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI), National Highways 
and Infrastructure Development Corporation 
Ltd. (NHIDCL) and representatives from 
States attended the meeting.

Several issues were placed on the agenda 
for deliberation to expedite the progress 
of on-going infrastructure projects. These 
included issues related to pending forest 
and environment clearances, facilitation of 
working permissions/approvals, ensuring 
land allocation/transfer and release of 
funds. Discussions were also held on policy 
matters related to environment/forest/wildlife 
clearance, railways and power, among 
others. Environment Clearances and Land 
policies of Railways & MoRTH and making 
comprehensive guidelines for Environment 
and Forest clearance were also discussed at 
length.

The concerned officers were directed 
to expedite the process of clearance and 
implementation of above matters. The 
stakeholder Ministries/Departments agreed 
to look into various issues raised and resolve 
the same in order to expedite infrastructure 
projects.

Gadkari Chairs 10th Meeting Of 
Group Of Infrastructure Committee 
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Hapag-Lloyd AG signed a binding 
agreement on 25 January under which 
it will acquire 35 % of J M Baxi Ports 

& Logistics Limited (JMBPL) from a Bain 
Capital Private Equity affiliate. 

Additionally, Hapag-Lloyd AG signed 
a binding agreement with JMBPL and its 
promoters, the Kotak family, to subscribe to 
a capital increase by the company and raise 
Hapag-Lloyd’s shareholding to 40 %. The 
contracting parties agreed to not disclose any 
financial details of the deal.

J M Baxi Ports & Logistics Limited is a 
leading private terminal and inland transport 
service provider in India. The operations 
comprise container terminals, a multi-purpose 
terminal, inland container depots, container 
freight stations and additional logistics 
activities, such as rail service offerings 
across India. The company employs around 
5,400 staff and handles a combined container 
volume of approximately 1.6 million TEU. J M 
Baxi Ports & Logistics Limited recently won 
additional concessions for operating container 

terminals in Nhava Sheva and Tuticorin.
“Terminal and infrastructure investments 

are a crucial element of our strategic agenda 
and India is one of our key growth markets. 
Acquiring a significant share in J M Baxi 
Ports & Logistics Limited will significantly 
boost our presence in India with a trusted 
local partner and it is another important step 
to build up our terminal and infrastructure 
business,” said Rolf Habben Jansen, CEO of 
Hapag-Lloyd.

In driving its Strategy 2023, Hapag-Lloyd 
has continuously expanded its involvement in 
the terminal sector, most recently through an 
agreement to acquire the terminal business of 
Chile-based SM SAAM. Hapag-Lloyd also 
has stakes in the Italy-based Spinelli Group, 
the JadeWeserPort in Wilhelmshaven, the 
Container Terminal Altenwerder in Hamburg, 
Terminal TC3 in Tangier, and Terminal 2 in 
Damietta, Egypt, which is currently under 
construction.

The closing of the transactions is subject 
to approval by the relevant authorities and 
to additional conditions customary for a 
transaction of this kind.

Hapag-Lloyd AG acquires share in  
J M Baxi Ports & Logistics Limited
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Strategic Marine is forging into the 
burgeoning green maritime space with 
an order for four hybrid StratCat 27 

(SC27) Crew Transfer Vessels (CTVs) for a 
new customer, Purus Wind’s HST Marine.

The inaugural order for parallel hybrid 
SC27s will see the four vessels being delivered 
in the first and second quarters of 2023. If 
the options for two additional vessels are 
exercised, the additional pair will be delivered 
in third quarter 2023.

HST Marine is an established UK-based 
owner and operator of green focused offshore 
vessels and provides solutions to offshore 
wind industries throughout Europe.

Acquired by low-carbon maritime energy 
transportation and infrastructure systems 
provider Purus Marine in 2022 and now under 
its offshore wind business Purus Wind, HST 
Marine has been expanding its current fleet 
of vessels rapidly with a quick succession of 
hybrid CTV orders in particular. Purus Wind 
provides CTV and commissioning/service 
operation vessels (C/SOVs) to its customers 
and will also be expanding its fleet of hybrid 
C/SOVs.

The BMT-designed StratCat 27 is well-
suited to meet the needs of the rapidly 
developing offshore renewables sector and 
Strategic Marine’s build-to-stock programme 
gives it an advantage in meeting tight 
delivery schedules amid global supply chain 
challenges.

Mr Tom Nevin, CEO of HST Marine and 
Business Head of Purus Wind says: “We are 
excited to be working with Strategic Marine 
on this new project and look forward to these 
new vessels joining our fleet soon.”

The hybrid ready StratCat 27 design was 
launched in May 2021 and has already seen 
wide interest from the offshore wind industry, 
where solid operational capabilities and a 
reduced environmental footprint are key 
requirements.

Strategic Marine’s Chief Executive Officer, 
Mr Chan Eng Yew says: “We are delighted 
to have won this order with HST for our 
first hybrid StratCat 27 which will serve the 
demanding European offshore wind sector.

“The confidence shown in ordering 
our new design demonstrates Strategic 
Marine’s growing reputation for producing 
reliable, high-quality vessels designed to our 
customers’ requirements that meet stringent 

delivery demands.”
The 27-metre vessel was designed for 

optimal operational efficiency across a wide 
range of loading conditions, with a hull form 
that maximizes waterline length and reduces 
emissions and fuel consumption. A maximum 
speed of 26 knots enables operators to 
transport customers quickly and efficiently.

Accommodations and bridge deck layout 
have been refined with feedback from vessel 
operators and customers. Post-Covid, real-
world adaptations have been made to reduce 
the risk of infectious disease on operations, 
meeting Bureau Veritas biosafety notations.

Meanwhile, cabin design has been 
optimized for improved comfort and workflow, 
with ample storage space, comfortable 
sleeping areas and business class seating for 
24 offshore service/industrial personnel and 
three crew members.

The vessel’s bridge deck layout has been 
enhanced to give improved visibility from 
the helm and an ergonomic layout to increase 
comfort for the bridge crew.

In line with the stringent environmental 
demands of the market, the vessel also features 
a Green Passport.

Strategic Marine’s recent collaboration 
with Sea Forrest Power Solutions and Danfoss 
Power Solutions builds on this increasingly 
popular design with a retrofittable hybrid 
power option for vessels delivered without the 
systems installed at delivery.

The parallel hybrid system enables 
a reduction in main engine hours and 
maintenance costs, significant reduction in 
vessel noise and vibration and, depending on 
the vessel’s operational profile and charging 
facilities, can significantly cut the vessel’s 
operational carbon footprint.

In recognition of this, Strategic Marine 
has specially designed a unique logo that will 
denote this and other future hybrid-powered 
vessels in its range.

This latest order is a step forward in 
Strategic Marine’s decarbonisation goals 
across its product range and signifies growing 
acceptance of its design innovations and 
increasingly wide range of products geared 
towards meeting market requirements.

Strategic Marine also provides service and 
maintenance, fabrication and engineering, 
marine logistics services and financial services 
and solutions for its products – providing a 
complete turnkey, asset lifecycle solution for 
its clients.

Strategic Marine powers into green 
shipping with first hybrid Crew 

Transfer Vessel order
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The US Federal Maritime Commission 
(FMC) decided to issue a Supplemental 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

(SNPRM) that addresses issues commenters 
raised in response to the unreasonable refusal 
to deal or negotiate with respect to vessel 
space accommodations proposed (Docket 22-
24) rule issued last September.

In fact, the Commission has received more 
than 200 charge complaints since the Ocean 
Shipping Reform Act of 2022 (OSRA) was 
enacted in June 2022. Also, more than 70 of 
those complaints met the FMC’s threshold 
requirements to be referred to investigators.

The announcement came during a 
Commission meeting held on 25 January, in 
Washington, US, where the implementation of 
the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2022 and a 
briefing on economic and industry trends were 
discussed in an open session.

In addition, commission staff reported 
that the charge complaint process is proving 

successful at promoting informal settlements 
as well as waivers of demurrage and detention 
billings. In particular, it is estimated that 
more than US$700,000 in charges have been 
refunded by carriers since June, according to 
FMC.

Commissioners were also advised at the 
same meeting that both container volumes 
and freight rates on US inbound trades have 
returned to essentially pre-pandemic levels 
and that the cost to ship exports from the 
United States remains slightly elevated.

The commission received almost 30 
comments in response to its notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) on Unreasonable 
Refusal to Deal or Negotiate. The almost 30 
comments raised a multitude of substantive 
questions that demand appropriate time and 
further opportunity for comments to be given 
thorough consideration.

Thus, FMC expects that SNPRM will 
address those matters and provide the 
Commission with the opportunity to receive 
additional public comments.

FMC Reports Over 200 Charges Against 
Ocean Carriers Since June
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India’s largest ocean carrier state-owned 
Shipping Corporation of India Ltd  and 
Seven Islands Shipping Ltd, country’s 

second biggest private oil tanker shipping 
company, have re-joined the membership of 
the shipping industry lobby group, the Indian 
National Shipowners Association (INSA), 
sources said.

Shipping Corporation of India and Seven 
Islands Shipping returned to INSA fold at a 
meeting of the association held on January 25, 
2023.

Shipping Corporation of India, which is 
heading for privatisation, left the lobby group 
sometime in 2020 when Mrs H K Joshi was at 
the helm of the company. The firm’s current 
Chairman and Managing Director, Captain 

B K Tyagi, was instrumental in re-joining 
INSA.

Seven Islands Shipping quit INSA 
membership in August last year citing “internal 
reasons”. The move was widely seen as a 
“protest” against the INSA board’s decision 
asking Anil Devli, the lobby group’s Chief 
Executive Officer, to explain his directorship 
at Seven Islands Shipping, the person said.

In July last year, Devli quit as CEO of 
INSA but has been continuing in his role at 
the request of the top brass of the lobby group 
till a replacement was found. The source said 
that Devli has now been asked to continue as 
CEO of INSA.

Bharat Sheth, Deputy Chairman and 
Managing Director of The Great Eastern 
Shipping Company Ltd, India’s biggest 
private ocean carrier, is the President of INSA.

SCI, Seven Islands Shipping  
Re-Join Membership Of INSA
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Republic Day was celebrated with pump 
and gaiety by Paradip Port Authority 
Shri P.L. Harandh, Chairman, PPA 

unfurled the National Flag. 
Addressing on the occasion, he said that 

Paradip Port achieved yet another 100 Million 
Metric Tonnes (MMT) of cargo handling sixth 
year in a row. It once again repeated the feat by 
crossing the 100 MMT mark in succession and 

achieved cargo throughput of 100.22 MMT 
till 9th January in the current fiscal. Notably, 
last year the coveted mark of 100 MMT was 
achieved on February 18th 2022. Thus by, the 
record was achieved in 40 days in advance i.e 
in 284 days in current fiscal against 324 days 
last financial year by exhibiting 17 % growth 
in total cargo throughput till date.

The Port is poised to set all time record cargo 
handling of more than 130 MMT in current 
fiscal. Various system improvement measures, 
introduced by the port during this year, fuelled 
growth. Coastal Thermal Coal handling 
has shown a remarkable 58.11% growth in 
comparison to previous fiscal and it also 
constitutes about 31.56% of total cargo volume 
handled at the Port. Paradip port is emerging as 
a coastal shipping hub of the country and has 
plans even to coastal ship thermal coal to power 
houses, located in Rajasthan, UP and Haryana.

Capacity expansion, port modernisation 
and enhancing the port connectivity has been 
the success mantra for Paradip Port. The port 
has added 55 MMTPA of Capacity including 
30 MMTPA of berth mechanisation in the 
recent 5 years. Presently the Port capacity 
stands at 279 MMTPA, the highest among 
Major ports. The Port has recently signed 
Concession Agreement with M/s Jindal 
Paradip Port Limited for development of 25 
MMTPA Western Dock Project, construction 
for which will commence shortly. This will 
take the Port capacity beyond 300 MTPA upon 
its completion. This Western Dock project 
will enable the port to handle fully laden 
Cape size Vessels requiring draft upto 18 
mtrs. This will bring economy of scale to the 
profitability of the customers. Over 80 MTPA 
capacity addition projects are in pipeline to be 
awarded by FY 2030. Looking beyond it, the 
Port envisions to take its capacity to over 500 
MTPA by the Amrit Kaal 2047.

Going ahead, the Port has laid down sustainable 

eco-friendly development as the forward strategy 
to success. Along with it framework have been 
laid upon to reduce pollution, implement waste 
management and recycling of dredge material at 
the port. Several green initiatives are underway 
at the Port such as increasing the port power 
usage to solar energy, adopting to multi-clean 
fuel vehicles such as LNG and electric vehicles 
in the port, dust and pollution control as a part of 
corporate environment responsibility (CER) and 
driving greenification of the port by maintaining 
One Million tree coverage by 2025. In future 

the Paradip Port is destined to not only be a 
Mega Port but also a Clean & Green Port with 
the Government led push such as Sagarmala & 
GatiShakti.

For staff welfare, insurance coverage has 
been provided to over 900 employees and 
800 contract workers giving coverage of Rs.5 
lakhs for natural death.

Constructions of 147 residential quarters 
have been planned for accommodation of Port 
employees and in Phase 1, for 91 quarters, 
tender will be floated soon.

Induction of 3 more Road Sweeping 
Machines to the existing fleet of 02 nos. for 
maintaining cleanliness in township area.

STPs have been awarded during recently 
concluded Special Campaign 2.0 run by the 
Union Govt. as one of the best sewerage 
management system.

For Fishermen community, the Port 
planed to undertake modernization of Fishing 
Harbour with Rs. 100 crore under PM Mastya 
Sampad Yojana

Recently, the Port has rolled out National 
Logistics Portal Marine, which is a single 
window access to information and services 
those are electronically delivered to all the 
agencies. It will help exporters and importers to 
exchange documents seamlessly and transact 
business in a transparent & quick manner. It is 
the first of its kind to provide B2B and B2G 
services to marine trade stakeholders.

Thereafter, Shri Haranadh awarded prizes 
to winners of various competitions held 
among local school children & Officers and 
employees of various departments, who have 
excelled in their respective work area. Later on 
Shri A.K.Bose, Dy.Chairman awarded winner 
and Runners up Trophies to the marching 
contingents. An exhibition cricket match was 
held among PWD employees of the Port and 
in the evening inter-school dance competitions 
on patriotic theme were held among school 
children at Jayadev Sadan.

Paradip Port Celebrates  
Republic Day 2023

Kandla
Port Wings News Network

Mumbai
Port Wings News Network

Mangalore
Port Wings News Network

The 74th Republic Day was celebrated 
at Deendayal Port in Gujarat. 
Shri S.K. Mehta, IFS, Chairman, 

was the Chief Guest for the function. 

The 74th Republic Day was celebrated 
at Mumbai Port with patriotic fervour. 
Shri Rajiv Jalota, Chairperson, hoisted 

the National Flag & addressed the gathering 
on the occasion of Republic Day. Shri Adesh 
Titarmare, Dy Chairperson, Shri Rakesh 

The 74th Republic Day was celebrated 
at New Mangalore Port (NMPA) with 
patriotic fervour. Dr. A V Ramana, 

Chairman unfurled the National Flag 
marking the 74th Republic Day celebration 
in the Port. 

Chairman, NMPA later reviewed the 

He unfurled the National Flag at Sports 
Complex, DPA Township Gopalpuri.. 
Meritorious certificates were awarded to 
CISF personnel for their contribution and 
dedication in work, followed by cultural 
programs.

Srivastava, CVO, Heads of Depts, employees/
CISF personnel &family members attended 
the event.

On the occasion of Republic Day 
celebrations, the Culture programmes also 
organised. The demonstrations on Marshal 
Art, VIP security and hostage rescue were also 
presented by the CISF personnel.

parade contingent consisting of NMPA CISF 
unit, fire service, Bharat Scouts & Guides 
from Kendriya Vidyalaya & English Medium 
School and private security service unit.

After the parade contingent’s March past, 
Chairman, NMPA addressed the gathering 
at the juncture. Awards were distributed to 
employees, CISF & police personnel’s & 
school children during the celebration.

Deendayal Port Celebrates  
Republic Day 2023

Republic Day 2023 Celebrations  
at Mumbai Port

New Mangalore Port Celebrates 
Republic Day 2023

Visit
www.portwings.in

for Latest News
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Chennai
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In 2022, Container throughput of Russian 
seaports fell by 23%, year-on-year, to 4.3 
million TEU, Albert Likholet, General 

Director of Global Ports Management LLC, 
said at the video conference of the expert club 
of the Eurasian Union of Rail Freight Traffic 
Participants (ESP) “Container Market 2023: 
new products in the new reality”.

According to the speaker, the share of the 
Baltic Basin in the total container throughput 
of seaports decreased from 44% to 24%, the 
share of the Far East Basin grew from 37% 
to 53% but could not offset the total decrease. 
Besides, Albert Likholet believes that capacity 
of container terminals in the Far East is close 
to the limit.

When speaking at the 16th forum Transport 

of Russia Albert Likholet said that container 
throughput of Russia’s Baltic terminals could 
recover by 2024.

The ports of the Far East faced the problem 
of containers congestion with the redirection 
of cargo flows eastwards. Therefore, in 
September, the Ministry of Transport and 
Russian Railways set up a rapid response 
centre to manage the forwarding of containers 
from port terminals in the Far East.

As Minister of Transport Vitaly Savelyev 
said in late November, the situation with 
the loading of port terminals in the Far East 
can be stabilized by increasing container 
transport rates for eastbound shipping in 
2023 while simultaneously reducing the rates 
for shipments to the ports in the northwest. 
According to him, unloading can also be 
facilitated with more container trains send 
from the Far East ports.

Container Throughput Of Russian 
Seaports In 2022 Fell By 23%

Vizag
Port Wings News Network

Visakhapatnam Port had 
grandly organized 74th 
Indian Republic Day 

Celebrations. Chairman VPA, Sri 
K.Rama Mohana Rao, IAS have 
unfurled the Nation flag in the 
presence of Dy.Chairman, CVO, 
HOD’S, Dy. HoD’s, Officers and 
staff and conveyed wishes to the 
gathering.

Visakhapatnam Port Celebrates 
Republic Day 2023

Visakhapatnam
Port Wings News Network

Captain S Divakar, MD & CEO, A/C, 
DCIL of Dredging Corporation of 
India Ltd unfurled the National Flag 

at the Corporate Head Office, Dredge House, 
HB Colony, Main Road, Seethammadhara, 
Visakhapatnam. On the momentous occasion 
of celebration of 74th Republic Day, Captain S 
Divakar delivered Republic Day message and 
conveyed greetings to all the employees and 
their families. Captain S Divakar recollected 
the supreme sacrifice made by the freedom 
fighters and paid homage to the architects of 
the Constitution of India for having given the 
nation the supreme law of the land. He further 
said Nation is not built in one generation and it 
takes few generations to build a stable nation 
with core ethics and values.

On this occasion of 74th  Republic Day 
Celebration Captain S Divakar highlighted 
many achievements of DCI i.e., the company 

has achieved certain milestone with minimum 
downtime and maximum efficiency of the 
dredgers further the company has achieved the 
dredged quantity of 58 Million Cubic Meter 
against the target of 55 Million Cubic Meter 
and felt confident that with the continued 
support of all the employees the company 
will achieve the targeted turnover of Rs 1000 
Crore during this financial year. Captain S 
Divakar further said that the procurement 
of first 12000 cubic meter hopper capacity 
TSHD is at advanced stage and to be built at 
CSL under Make in India and Athmanirbar 
Bharat Concept. 

DCI has invited children from various Govt 
School on the occasion of 74th Republic Day 
Celebrations and children have performed 
various cultural activities gift were handed 
over to all the Children for showing great 
enthusiasm.  All DCI Employees and Head 
of the Departments participated in the 
celebrations.

74th Republic Day Celebrations at 
Dredging Corporation of India 

Kolkata
Port Wings News Network

Cochin
Port Wings News Network

Panaji
Port Wings News Network

The 74th Republic Day 
was celebrated at Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee Port, 

Kolkata including Haldia Dock 
Complex and Kolkata Dock 
System. Shri A. K. Mehera, Dy 
Chairman, HDC and Shri Samrat 
Rahi, Dy Chairman, KDS, 
unfurled the National Flag at 
HDC and KDS.

On this significant occasion, 
Dy. Chairmen of SMPort Kolkata 
appreciated the commendable 
service rendered by the jawans 
of CISF.

Dr M Beena IAS, Chairperson hoisted 
the National Flag and addressed the 
gathering on the occasion of Republic 

Day. CISF contingent presented the Guard of 
Honour.

Shri Vikas Narwal IAS, Dy Chairperson, 
Heads of Depts, employees/CISF 

The 74th Republic Day was 
celebrated at Mormugao Port, 
Goa. Shri G.P Rai, Dy. Chairman 

personnel and family members attended 
the event. 

As part of the Republic Day celebrations 
2023, culture programmes were staged by 
family members of CISF personnel and 
students of Cochin Port Nursing School. 
Prizes were distributed by Dr M Beena IAS, 
Chairperson and Shri Vikas Narwal IAS, Dy 
Chairperson.

was the Chief Guest for the function. 
Meritorious certificates were awarded to 
CISF personnel for their contribution and 
dedication in work, followed by cultural 
programs.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port 
Celebrates Republic Day 2023

Cochin Port Celebrates  
Republic Day 2023

Mormugao Port Celebrates  
Republic Day 2023
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Given that 95% of the UK’s 
trade comes through UK 
ports, it is hard to overstate 

how important the role played by 
the country’s ports is in achieving 
greener supply chains, ABP says in 
its media release.

Added to that context, in the 
Humber there is also the enormous 
opportunity presented by being the 
biggest carbon polluting area of 
the country. That is why it was so 
exciting in the second half of last 
year that the Humber 2030 Vision 
was published by the Humber 
Energy Board. The vision highlights 
18 schemes with a combined value 
of over £15 billion of private sector 
investment in green energy and 
carbon reduction in the Humber. 
As the port operator in the Humber, 

ClassNK has issued an 
Approval in Principle (AiP) 
for a large ammonia fueled 

210,000 DWT bulk carrier jointly 
developed by Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, 
Ltd. (MOL) and MITSUI & CO., 
LTD (MITSUI), says a release from 
ClassNK.

Ammonia is expected to be used 
as a ship fuel for decarbonization 
since it does not emit CO2 when 
combusted. Meanwhile, adequate 
safety measures are imperative as it 
has been pointed out that ammonia 
is toxic to humans and corrosive 
to materials. ClassNK has been 
involved in projects aiming for 
zero-emission ships using ammonia 
fuel in terms of safety assessment, 
and has issued its “Guidelines for 
Ships Using Alternative Fuels” as 
a necessary standard to minimize 

The export volume of China-
made finished automobiles 
has registered continuous 

steady growth since the beginning 
of 2023, as COSCO SHIPPING 
Specialized Carriers delivered 
an outstanding performance in 

commercial vehicle transportation 
both at home and abroad.

On January 1, with the last 
48ft flat rack container carried by 
M.V. TIAN SHOU being safely 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Humber Ports Will Continue Playing  
Part In The Green Supply Chain 

Revolution In UK Ports: ABP

ClassNK issues AiP for large ammonia fueled 
BC jointly developed by MOL and MITSUI

COSCO SHIPPING Offers Diverse Shipping 
Solutions For Domestic Carmakers

it is deeply pleasing that the one 
thing all 18 of those schemes have 
in common is they all involve the 
Humber Ports.

Looking back over 2022, ABP 
in the Humber have been steadily 
investing in our equipment to replace 
diesel burning kit with electric 
equivalents. New electric cranes, 
vehicles and other machinery have 
taken their place in our services.

However, that was just the 
beginning of the process. In 2023, 
for the Humber Ports is will be the 
year of green investment delivery. 
The year began with the arrival in 
the Port of Immingham of a road tug 
that runs on hydrogen, to begin a 
trial period. If the trial is successful, 
it will mark the beginning of a roll 
out of vehicles in our container 
terminals running on green 
hydrogen, from which the only 

the risks related to ammonia-
fueled ships for the ships, crews, 
and environment by stipulating 
requirements for installation, 
controls, and safety devices.

MOL and MITSUI have 
jointly determined the size and 
specifications for the vessel, and 
its design has been entrusted to 
Mitsubishi Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. 
ClassNK carried out the review 
of this jointly developed design in 
line with Part C of its guidelines 
and issued the AiP on verifying 
conformity to the prescribed 
requirements.

In addition, risk assessment 
(HAZID) will be conducted to 
confirm that no unacceptable risks 
exist at the basic design stage and 
to identify items to be considered 
in the detailed design. ClassNK will 
continue to support those companies 
as the certification body and will 

unloaded from the cargo hold, the 
company successfully completed 
its first car transportation mission 
from Taicang to the Port of Vitoria 
in Brazil.

As early as before the arrival 
of the ship, the head of COSCO 
SHIPPING Specialized Carriers 
South America led a business team 
to visit TVV Terminal at the Port of 

Vitoria to inspect the port 
and facility conditions, 
and held a pre-loading 
meeting with various 
departments of the 
terminal to discuss the 
unloading facilities, 
work shift arrangement, 
unlashing process, and 

recovery of container parts. The 
company also had a comprehensive 
review and study on the yard location, 
customs clearance procedures, 
unloading process, and stacking 
of containers so as to make good 

emissions are water. As we replace 
diesel and petrol burning vehicles, 
it may well be we cannot rely on 
electricity as the only solution.

During the year, we will also see 
the arrival of more machinery, such 
as a new fleet of forklift trucks that 
will be electric powered.

In terms of energy production, 
the ports of Immingham and Hull 
already host the two largest roof-
mounted solar arrays in the UK. We 
are about to add to that by submitting 
for new wind turbines in three of our 
four ports in the next month. This 
could take us from the third of our 
energy we produce for ourselves 
from renewables to getting closer to 
50%.

Overall, during 2023, the 
Humber Ports will make a huge 
stride forward in playing our part in 
the green supply chain revolution.

strive to provide appropriate 
standards for ammonia-fueled ships 
through the expertise gained from 
the collaboration.

CG rendering of the 210,000 
DWT ammonia fueled bulk carrier 
(Courtesy of MOL and MITSUI) 
Approval in Principle (AiP): At 
the initial stage of designing or 
before the specific target ship 
to be implemented is decided, 
the design is examined based on 
the existing regulations such as 
international conventions and ship 
classification rules, and an Approval 
in Principle (AiP) is issued as proof 
of conformity with requirements. It 
also prevents rework of regulatory 
aspects in the post-process, shortens 
the examination time at the time of 
class registration, and can be used as 
a technical basis for external appeal 
of the design status.

preparations for maintaining smooth 
traffic at the port.

Thanks to these efforts, the 
terminal, workers and crew 
members were well prepared to 
complete the unloading task. With 
the hard work of the field staff, it 
took only one day to unload the 48ft 
flat rack containers. All the vehicles 
were discharged within three days, 
and were then quickly picked up by 
the consignee on the day when the 
unloading was done.

TVV Terminal also attached 
great importance to the unloading of 
containers and vehicles. In addition 
to giving full support to the work 
shift arrangements and facilities, 
the terminal leaders were on site 
to coordinate all the work and, 
together with COSCO SHIPPING 
Specialized Carriers’ work team, 
witnessed the historic moment as 
the terminal handled the 48ft flat 
rack containers for the first time.

IMO hosted “Maritime Single 
Window 2024 – A window 
of opportunities”, a two-day 

Symposium to discuss how Member 
States can implement MSWs 
before the January 2024 deadline. 
From 1 January 2024 it will be 
compulsory for ports around the 
world to operate Maritime Single 
Windows (MSWs) for the electronic 
exchange of information required 
on ships’ arrival at a port, their stay 
and their departure. This mandatory 
change follows the adoption by 
IMO’s Facilitation Committee of 
amendments to the FAL Convention.   

With this key date in mind, IMO 
hosted “Maritime Single Window 
2024 – A window of opportunities”, 
a two-day Symposium (18-19 
January 2023) jointly organized by 
IMO, IAPH and BIMCO, with the 
support of the International Port 
Community Systems Association 
(IPCSA).  

A host of experts from across 
the shipping and ports sectors 
explored how MSWs fit with 
national digitalization strategies, 
the best approach to designing 
and implementing MSWs to suit 
Member States’ maritime trade 
facilitation objectives and objectives 
to achieve the greening of shipping.  

Also discussed were the concept 
of interoperability and understanding 
how to apply industry standards 
to harmonize electronic data 
exchanges, as well as port call data 
requirements, and the development 
of strategic partnerships.

Opening the Symposium at 
IMO’s London headquarters, IMO 
Secretary General, Mr Kitack Lim, 
said that making MSWs mandatory 
from 1 January 2024 was not only “a 
significant step towards accelerating 
digitalization in the maritime trade”, 
but also “an opportunity for all 
stakeholders in shipping, and a 
necessary step forward”.  

Mr Lim said, too, that taking 
this step would accelerate the 
digitalization and decarbonization 
aspirations of international 
shipping. He praised progress made 
in recent years by the shipping 
and port industries and pledged 
IMO’s support to Member States 
in finding tangible solutions to the 
forthcoming new obligations under 
the FAL Convention.   

In his opening remarks IAPH’s 
President, Subramaniam Karuppiah, 
warned that COVID-19 pandemic 
emphasised that the maritime 
industry is seriously lagging 
behind in its move to digitalization. 
Nikolaus Schües, President 
Designate of BIMCO, sounded an 
optimistic note, describing MSW as 
“an opportunity to be exploited and 
one we cannot afford to miss”.

Shrinking the digital divide 
through partnership

A key panel discussion centred 
on the support that IMO Member 
States can access to assist them in 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

their MSW implementation journey.  
Periklis Saragiotis from the World 

Bank and Kate Munn, a consultant, 
have been working together with Fiji 
on their MSW project. They backed 
the approach of “upstream analysis” 
to assess implementation readiness 
before making any adaptations or 
simplifications to systems, thereby 
avoiding digitizing inefficient 
procedures.  

Fiji is a good example, said Mr 
Saragiotis, of the World Bank and 
IMO cooperating with a Member 
State. “If we work together and 
coordinate and try to send a message 
to the client and government that 
we’re here to help...that’s a very 
powerful message.”

Antigua and Barbuda has received 
technical expertise in-kind support 
for their MSW implementation 
from Norway. They settled on 
a system developed specifically 
with small island developing states 
(SIDS) in mind that can be modified 
and adopted as required. Wayne 
Mykoo, representing the Antigua 
and Barbuda Department of Marine 
Services and Merchant Shipping 
said the project underscored IMO’s 
ability to support Members to meet 
their obligations.  

Another IMO initiative is that of 
the Single Window for Facilitation 
of Trade (SWiFT) Project. 
Under its auspices, Singapore is 
implementing a pilot project with 
Angola to establish a maritime 
single window platform developed 
for medium ports based on the 
system implemented successfully in 
Antigua and Barbuda.  

Gavin Yeo from Singapore’s 
Maritime and Port Authority 
summarized where they’ve got to: 
The project is currently developing 
prototypes for the Angola team on 
which they will provide feedback 
so that improvements can be made 
during the build process.  

IMO’s e-learning courses offer 
another form of support. Delegates 
heard about a one-day modular 
course that is being constructed to 
help disseminate knowledge around 
the benefits of good implementation 
of a Maritime Single Window. It will 
be of particular use to developing 
countries, ports and agencies 
planning to implement their own 
MSW, said Jarle Hauge of the 
Norwegian Coastal Administration, 
who is putting together the resource.

Summing up IMO’s broader 
perspective on where shipping is 
with its move towards digitalization, 
Jose Matheickal, Chief of IMO’s 
Department of Partnerships and 
Projects (DPP) believes the digital 
transition is gathering pace in the 
developed world but developing 
countries are still to catch up. 
“Things are not happening the same 
in the global south as the global 
north”, he said. He emphasised 
that the economic and regulatory 
drivers – in the form of FAL – are in 
place, and reminded delegates of the 
contribution to decarbonization that 
MSWs will bring.

Mandatory Maritime 
Single Window:  
One Year To Go

Visit
www.portwings.in

for Latest News
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Port of Melbourne welcomes investment in 
Somerton Intermodal Terminal

RSGT adds three STS cranes to its fleet of 
handling equipment

MPC Container Ships plans to start  
using a synthetic MOO fuel in its fleet -  

Ship & Bunker

Intermodal Terminal Company’s investment in the Somerton Intermodal 
Terminal is well-positioned to complement Port of Melbourne’s $125 
million Port Rail Transformation Project and the Victorian Government’s 
Port Rail Shuttle Network.

The Port Rail Shuttle Network will develop or upgrade rail connections 
and metropolitan intermodal terminals in key industrial areas, including 
Somerton.

Mode shift from road to rail transport will be key – for sustainability 
reasons as well as productivity benefits.

More freight moved by rail is better for the climate, it is better in terms 
of safety, taking trucks off local roads and reducing congestion.

Moving freight by rail can move far more containers in a single trip than 
trucks can. For example, a 600 metre long train can carry 84 containers 
compared with a B-Double truck which has an average capacity of three 
containers.

The Red Sea Gateway Terminal (RSGT), a strategic partner of 
Jeddah Islamic Port and the operator of its North Container Terminal, 
has procured three cutting-edge Ship-to-Shore (STS) cranes in its pursuit 
to supercharge operational efficiency at the world-class hub, Saudi Ports 
Authority (MAWANI) said.

While this addition falls under the wider ambitions of the Saudi Ports 
Authority (Mawani) to transform the country’s maritime sector into 
a global logistics powerhouse that boasts high productivity and boosts 
international trade in tandem with the vision set forth by the National 
Transport and Logistics Strategy (NTLS).

The North Container Terminal is now home to 24 state-of-the-art 
cranes with the addition of the latest batch of heavy-duty equipment, thus 
fulfilling a critical component in the 6-billion-riyal concession agreement 
between the terminal operator and the national maritime regulator that 
seeks to upgrade the installed capacity of the facility to 8.8 million TEUs.

Container line MPC Container Ships is set to start using a synthetic 
MOO fuel in its fleet from next year, according to Ship & Bunker.

The firm has signed a deal with Germany’s INERATEC for the supply 
of synthetic MOO from the start of 2024, it said in a Linkedln post on 
Thursday.

“While there will be a variety of different fuels in the future, the 
synthetic MDO produced by INERATEC is of particular relevance as 
it can be used both in conventional combustion engines on our existing 
vessels and as pilot fuel for our methanol-powered newbuildings,” 
Constantin Baack, CEO of MPC Container Ships, said in the statement.

INERATEC is already producing the fuel at a plant in Frankfurt. After 
the commissioning phase the company will be able to produce up to 
3.5 million liters/year of synthetic MOO, sustainable aviation fuel and 
synthetic chemicals. The firm then plans to set up additional production 
sites around the world.

The Port of Rotterdam 
Authority identified a slight 
decrease in accidents in 2022: 

137 accidents compared to 141 
in 2021. Slightly more sea-going 
vessels arrived in 2021 (29,029 
compared to 28,876 in 2021) 
and fewer inland vessels (97,459 
compared to 98,469 in 2021).

Two accidents in the port of 

Rotterdam (one involving the water 
taxi and a fatal accident caused by 
the capsizing of an inland vessel) 
left their mark on last year’s nautical 
results. These are the main results 
of the 2022 nautical annual figures 
presented by (State) Harbour Master 
René de Vries 26 January.

Camera network expansion
To achieve this, monitoring 

of the navigational behaviour 
of recreational and passenger 
shipping has been intensified. 
Regular coordination takes place on 
identified dangerous situations. The 
Port Authority’s Harbour Master’s 
Division has now extended traffic 
control on a trial basis to include 
camera supervisors. In the coming 

Having been the first 
organisation in the region to 
be awarded the prestigious 

IIP Platinum Accreditation by 
Investors in People (IIP) in 2019, 
AD Ports Group announced today 
that it has retained its ‘We Invest in 
People’ platinum-level accreditation 
for the fourth consecutive year, 
following a thorough strategic 
review assessment.

This prestigious accreditation is 
the highest accolade the ‘Investors 
in People’ bestows and is the highest 
that can be achieved against the 
IIP standard. Only two percent of 
50,000 participating organisations 
from 66 countries, reached this 
level. It acknowledges the Group for 
the clarity of its vision and its high-
performing culture that consistently 
prioritises a healthy and highly 
productive work environment, by 
ensuring best-practice employee 
engagement, continuous upskilling 
and improved wellbeing.

AD Ports Group significantly 
expanded its operations globally in 
2022, with major investments and 
joint ventures in markets around the 

Chennai
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Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Port Of Rotterdam Reports Slight 
Decrease in Accidents in 2022

AD Ports Group Receives World-
Class Recognition for Outstanding 

Investment in Employees

period, the camera network in the 
port and industrial area serving 
Seaport Police, Customs and the 
Port Authority will be expanded 
from 220 to 280 cameras.

Recreational sailing
The Harbour Master expressed 

satisfaction with the gradual 
decline in recreational sailing 
accidents. From 14 in 2018 to 6 
in 2022. ‘However, this concerns 
an extremely vulnerable group 

of waterway users. The risk of 
things going wrong remains high. 
Therefore, we inspect more, issue 
more tickets and provide a lot of 
information: We will continue with 
the water stewards, who provide 
education to passing recreational 
boaters. We organise themed weeks. 
We organise webinars, actively 
participate in ‘Varen doe je samen’.’ 
This is an alliance between port 
authorities, police, inland waterway 
shipping, ANWB and recreational 
boating representatives, among 
others, to encourage waterway 
users to share waterways and waters 
safely with each other. Last year, 
the Harbour Master observed 36 
pleasure boats with engine failure. 

world. Despite its rapid growth, the 
group has succeeded in maintaining 
an agile work culture that provides 
employees with opportunities to 
learn and grow in their chosen 
careers and ensures engagement and 
retention. This has consequently 
contributed to the overall success of 
the Group, as well as its employees.

Maitha Al Marar, Group Chief 
Human Resources Officer, AD 
Ports Group said: “AD Ports Group 
is delighted to have consistently 
retained our ‘We Invest in People’ 
Platinum accreditation. The ‘We 
Invest in People’ framework 
benchmarks us against the best from 
around the world. This prestigious 
international accolade demonstrates 
our world-class dedication to 
successful people management. It 
also indicates the strength of the 
leadership that starts with the GCEO 
and cascades down to all employees 
at different levels across the Group’s 
corporate functions and business 
clusters and the focus on setting 
the right governance to ensure 
consistency of practices.

“As a leading industry, trade, 
and logistics organisation, AD Ports 
Group is well-known for being 

‘That is too many. People should 
prepare well if they dare to sail 
in Europe’s busiest and largest 
port. And that includes engine 
maintenance.’

2023
The Harbour Master also 

addressed key developments in the 
coming year:

A study will be conducted on 
extending the generator ban for 
idling inland vessels. Currently, 
there is already a generator ban in 
the city and the desire is to make the 
generator ban mandatory elsewhere 
in the port. This is because the 32 
shore-based power cabinets with 
116 connections now available in 
the areas where there is no generator 
ban are virtually unused.

Starting July, methanol will be 
bunkered regularly. Ahead of this, 
the preconditions for safe bunkering 
have now been agreed with the 
parties involved.

In late 2022, the Port Authority 
announced that it will make 
it mandatory to use a bunker 
measuring system on board bunker 
vessels to measure the exact amount 
of fuel delivered to sea-going 
vessels.In 2023, the Harbour Master 
will decide which bunker measuring 
systems are suitable in the Port of 
Rotterdam and when they will be 
made mandatory.

This month, the Port Authority set 
up an Airspace Centre at the World 
Port Center to gain knowledge on 
what it takes to keep the drones 
airspace safe, determine the impact 
of drone air traffic control on the 
organisation and get an idea of the 
Port Authority’s future role in this 
respect.

an employer of choice attracting 
and retaining the best talent 
from around the world. We are 
committed to continuing investing 
in initiatives that support our 
people’s aspirations, and promote a 
culture of pride among our people 
for being part of our rewarding work 
environment where their personal 
and professional wellbeing is a top 
priority.”  

In order to achieve the platinum 
accreditation, AD Ports Group 
has consistently demonstrated 
clear communication of company 
objectives across all levels of the 
business and motivated employees 
to work towards these goals. 
Furthermore, the Group fosters a 
culture of trust and responsibility, 
where employees can take 
ownership of their role, and are 
empowered to make decisions.

IIP has acknowledged the 
remarkable transformation AD 
Ports Group underwent in 2022, 
going from a local company to an 
international organisation.

The IIP framework defines what 
it takes to lead, support and manage 
people effectively to achieve 
sustainable results.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
19th Jan. 2023Notification  No.05/2023 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  57.50  55.10 
2. Bahraini Dinar  222.75  209.45 
3. Canadian Dollar  61.30  59.30 
4. Chinese Yuan  12.20  11.85 
5. Danish Kroner  12.00  11.60 
6. EURO  89.45  86.35 
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.60  10.20 
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  275.10  258.60 
9. New Zealand Dollar  53.70  51.30 
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.30  8.05 
11. Pound Sterling  102.10  98.70 
12. Qatari Riyal  23.05  21.50 
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  22.35  21.00 
14. Singapore Dollar  62.60  60.55 
15. South African Rand  4.90  4.60 
16. Swedish Kroner  8.00  7.75 
17. Swiss Franc  90.55  87.15 
18. Turkish Lira  4.45  4.20 
19. UAE Dirham  22.85  21.50 
20. US Dollar  82.30  80.55 
21. Japanese Yen (100) 64.50  62.40 
22. Korean Won (100) 6.80  6.40 
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The 74th Republic Day has been 
celebrated by V.O.Chidambaranar Port 
in a grand manner at Port’s School 

ground at 08:00 Hrs. on 26.01.2023.
Shri T.K. Ramachandran, I.A.S., Chairman, 

unfurled the National flag and took salute 
from the contingent of CISF, Port Fire Service 
and Port School’s NCC cadets. 

 In his Republic Day message, Shri 
T.K. Ramachandran, IAS, Chairman, 
V.O.Chidambaranar Port Authority, stated 
that the ‘Constitution of India’ is infused  with 
Fundamental Rights and the framework for 
the Government to function in a transparent & 
accountable manner.

He also stated that the Port is taking 
all efforts to augment the cargo handling 
infrastructure by implementing several 
projects like Widening of the Port’s entrance 
from 153 m to 230 m. Conversion of Berth 
No.9 as Container Terminal, providing link 
conveyors at Coal Jetty-I & II and North 
Cargo Berth-I and Mechanisation & Dredging 
of North Cargo Berth-III.

He further stated that Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, Government of 
India, has committed that, by the year 2030, 
all the Major Ports are to be made fully self-
sustainable on electricity. As a part of the 
above commitment, V.O.Chidambaranar 
Port has taken up a number of initiatives like 
400 KW Rooftop Solar Power Plants, 5 MW 
Ground Based Solar Power plant and 2 MW 
Wind Power. On completion of the above 
projects, VOC Port will be the first Major 
Port in India to meet its entire energy demand 
through indigenous renewable sources and 

will be the first Green Port 
of India.

He also conveyed that 
the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
has approved for executing 

8 CSR Projects by VOC Port at a total cost of 
Rs.184.15 Lakhs;

1.Aqua Sports Centre at Tuticorin Beach 
near Camp – II at a cost of Rs.45.46 Lakhs

2.Financial Assistance for protection of 
Environment & Wildlife at a cost of Rs.33 Lakhs,

3.Financial Assistance for Creation of a State-
of-the-art interpretation centre for Vallanadu 
Blackbuck Sanctuary at a cost of Rs.59 Lakhs

4. Financial Assistance for renovation 
of Mullakadu 
Primary Health 
Centre at a cost of 
Rs.10 Lakhs

5 . F i n a n c i a l 
Assistance to 
provide uniform 
tablets for students 
for Dr. J. Jayalalitha 
F i s h e r i e s 
University at a cost 
of Rs.29 Lakhs

6 . E m e rg e n c y 
OPD Treatment to 
outsiders at Port 
Hospital at a cost 
of Rs.1.72 Lakhs

7.Financial Assistance for conducting 
sports coaching camp at a cost of Rs.55,000/-

8.Financial Assistance for Development 
of Greenbelt at VOC Port Estate at a cost of 
Rs.5.42 Lakhs

He also acknowledged the dedicated 
services, support and cooperation extended 
by the employees, Officers, Trade Unions, 
and Stakeholders for the growth achieved by 
V.O.Chidambaranar Port in the recent past.

As the part of the celebration, Shri T.K. 
Ramachandran, I.A.S., Chairman, distributed 
the Traffic Performance Awards for the 
year 2021-22 for exemplary performance 
of Steamer Agents, Stevedores, Container 
Vessel Operators, Container Liners, Container 
Freight Stations, Custom House Agents, 
Exporters, Importers and Business Partners. 
He distributed the Meritorious Awards to 
the officers and staff of various Departments 
of Port. He also inaugurated the new Beach 
Volleyball court at the Port’s school ground.

V.O.Chidambaranar Port Authority 
Celebrates 74th Republic Day 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

During the 74th year of Republic Day was 
celebrated in Chennai Port Authority 
on 26.01.2023 at Babu Jagajivan 

Ram Stadium, Chennai Port Tondiarpet 
Housing Colony, Tondiarpet, Chennai.  Shri 
Sunil Paliwal, IAS, Chairperson unfurled 
the National Flag, 
Inspected Guard 
of Honour and 
addressed the 
gathering. During 
his address, 
briefed on the 
a c h i e v e m e n t s , 
future plans of the 
Port, highlighting 
the various welfare 
measures taken for 
Port employee and 
further described 
the progress 
of the Port and 
initiative taken 
by the Ministry 
of Shipping by 
mentioning the 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
of Tourism which attracted 85000 Nos. of 
Tourist.

Chairperson also stated that, as a symbol 
of Glory, the Flag Mast with the Height of 
20 Meters was inaugurated by Secretary 
Designated, Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways on 21.01.2023

Chairperson has proudly announced 
the Dry Port at Mappedu which will be 
inaugurated within 2 years for increased Port’s 

throughput. Further stated 
that, the Elevated Corridor 
project connecting the Port 
with Madurvoyal Junction 
with a distance of 18 
K.M. is also progressing 
and is in advance stage of 
commissioning.  

Chairperson reminded that on this occasion 
that we should take pledge to serve our nation 
through service to our port in such dedication, 
that we can contribute to make India the 
greatest nation.  Shri S.Balaji Arunkumar, 
IRTS,, Deputy Chairperson, Shri S. Murali 
Krishnan, IDAS, Chief Vigilance Officer, 
Trustees, Trade Union leaders, Port Users, 
HoDs, Officers and Staff of Chennai Port 
Authority was participated in the celebration.

Republic Day Celebrations At  
Chennai Port Authority

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

The 74th Republic Day was celebrated 
at Kamarajar Port on 26 January 2023. 
Shri Sunil Paliwal, IAS, Chairman and 

Managing Director unfurled the National flag 
at Port Administrative premises. 

The Chairman and Managing Director 
while addressing the gathering highlighted 
the important milestones achieved by the Port 
and urged that all should put in their best to 

take the port to greater 
heights.

He outlined the 
recent visit of Shri 
Sudhansh Pant, IAS, 
Officer on Special Duty, 

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
Government of India visit to Kamarajar Port 
on 21.01.2023. The dedication of completed 
projects was also informed by the Chairman 
and Managing Director. 

Further, CMD highlighted 
that KPL handled its highest 
ever cargo throughput of 
32.60 million tonnes during 
the financial year 2022-23 
(December 2022) with an 
increase of about 16.43% over 
previous year which is the 
highest growth rate among 
all Major Ports. The Port is 
expected to handle 45 MMT 
cargo in 2022-23. He urged all 
stake holders to contribute their 
best for the growth of KPL.

Senior Officials and 
Employees of KPL, Port users, 
Public from nearby villages 
participated in large numbers.

Republic Day Celebrations at Kamarajar Port

Mumbai
Port Wings News Network

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), 
India’s premier container port, celebrated 
India’s 74th Republic Day with patriotic 

fervour. This year’s celebration was even 
more special as India is observing its 75th year 
of Independence.

The celebrations started with unfurling of 
the Indian tricolour 
at the hands of 
the chief guest 
Shri Sanjay Sethi, 
IAS, Chairman, 
JNPA, in presence 
of Shri Unmesh 
Sharad Wagh, 
IRS, Dy. Chairman 
and HODs. It 
was followed by 
rendition of the 
national anthem 
wherein all the 
employees along 
with their families 
participated.

During the 
celebrations held at JNPA, the CISF officials 
presented the Guard of Honour to the Chief Guest.

Addressing the JNPort family at the 
ceremony, Shri Sanjay Sethi, IAS, Chairman, 
JNPA, said, “Let me extend my wishes to you 
all on the auspicious occasion of India’s 74th 
Republic Day. It’s on this in 1950 that our great 
country achieved the full stature of sovereign, 
secular, socialist republic by accepting the 
Constitution. We remember our leaders who 
laid their lives to achieve this status. Let’s take 
an oath to follow the path shown by our great 
leaders to make our country an economic and 
social power. We can collectively achieve this 
goal and maintain social equilibrium within 

our country.”
The event was followed by a cultural 

programme by the students of JNPA School.
The Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) 

at Navi Mumbai is one of the premier container 
handling ports in India. Commissioned on 26th 
May 1989, in less than three decades of its 
operations, JNPA has transformed from a bulk-
cargo terminal to become the premier container 

port in the country.
Currently JNPA operates five container 

terminals: The Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Container Terminal (JNPCT), the Nhava 
Sheva International Container Terminal 
(NSICT), the Gateway Terminals India Pvt. 
Ltd. (GTIPL), Nhava Sheva International 
Gateway Terminal (NSIGT) and the newly 
commissioned Bharat Mumbai Container 
Terminals Private Limited (BMCTPL). The 
Port also has a Shallow Water Berth for general 
cargo and another Liquid Cargo Terminal 
which is managed by BPCL-IOCL consortium 
and newly constructed coastal berth. 

JNPA Celebrates Republic Day With 
Patriotic Fervour


