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Sarbananda Sonowal Inaugurates,  
Lays Foundation Stones of Projects 

Worth Rs. 270 crore at Deendayal Port

Union Minister for Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
Shri Sarbananda 

Sonowal inaugurated and laid 
foundation stones of projects 
worth Rs. 270 crore at Deendayal 

Port, Kandla, Gujarat.
The Minister inaugurated Oil 

jetty no. 7 worth Rs.73.92 crore 

at Deendayal Port, Kandla in the 
presence of Shri Shantanu Thakur, 
MoS, MoPSW, Shri Shripad Naik, 
MoS, MoPSW and other senior 
dignitaries.

The jetty will enhance the 
liquid handling capacity, by 2.00 
MMTPA, of mainly edible oil, and 

fulfil the future requirements and 
will reduce the Turn-around time of 
the vessels. This T-shaped Jetty is 

110 m long and 12.40 m wide and 
can handle the large size of vessel 
upto 65000 DWT and 14 m depth. 
The project has led to an indirect 
employment of around 1000 plus and 
direct employment of around 250 
plus, during the construction phase.

Bahri Line commenced one 
more new service named FE 
service (Far East Europe) at 

Kamarajar Port to connect China and 
India to Saudi Arabia and Europe 
(Germany, France and Belgium).  

Cargo profile of this service 

is mainly Break bulk and project 
cargos like Caterpillar, Gear boxes 
and Daimler exports. This new 
service will be a great opportunity 
for all the Exporters to export their 
cargo from KPL to Saudi Arabia 
and major European countries and 
also for the importers to get direct 
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service from China to KPL.  
Shri Sunil Paliwal, IAS, 

Chairman & Managing Director, 
KPL inaugurated the service at 
General Cargo Berth on 22.01.2023.  
Mr. Rajith Aykkara, Director-Line 
of Bahri Line, Mr. Reby Das Nair, 
Director, Mr. Sreekumar, Director, 
Radiant Maritime and officials 

of KPL attended the 
inaugural event.

OSD From Shipping 
Ministry Visits 

Kamarajar Port
Shri Sudhansh Pant, 

IAS, Officer on Special 
Duty, Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping & Waterways 
visited Kamarajar Port 
today (21st January, 2023).  
He would assume the 

charge of Secretary, Government of 
India, Ministry of Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways w.e.f 01 February 2023.

During his visit to the Port, Shri 
Sudhansh Pant inaugurated the 
Satellite PHO office, 300 KWp 
Solar Power Plant and LNG Road. 

Bahri Line Commences One More 
New Service at Kamarajar Port 
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Union minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Shri Nitin Gadkari 

inaugurated 18 National Highway 
projects with a total length of 550 
km in Orchha, Madhya Pradesh 
worth Rs. 6800 crore in presence of 
Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, Union Minister Dr. Shri 
Virendra Kumar, Union Minister of 
State Shri Prahlad Singh Patel and 
other ministers of Madhya Pradesh 
and MP-MLAs, officers and other 
dignitaries.

Speaking on the occasion Shri 
Gadkari said the two-decade-old 
demand of the local people to 
construct a bridge in Betwa has been 
fulfilled. He said this 665 meter long 
bridge has been built at a cost of 25 
crores. The connectivity of Orchha, 
Jhansi, Tikamgarh will improve 
with the construction of 2-lane 
paved shoulder bridge and footpath, 
he added.

The Minister said the construction 
of Powai, Orchha, Harpalpur, Kaithi 
Padhariya Kala, Patna Tamauli, 
Jasso, Nagaud and Sagar Link 
Road bypasses will reduce the 
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Gadkari inaugurates 18 National Highway 
projects with a total length of 550 km in 

Orchha, Madhya Pradesh worth Rs. 6800 crore

traffic pressure in the city. Sagar 
Greenfield Link Road will reduce 
the distance from Bhopal to Kanpur 
by 21 km. From Mohari via Satai 
Ghat and Chowka to M.P./U.P. He 
said the 4-lane widening till the 
border will cut down the travel time 
drastically. Construction of flyovers 
in Sagar City, Chhatarpur City and 
Gadhakota will solve the problem of 
traffic jam, he added.

Shri Gadkari said there will be 
easy connectivity to reach the tourist 
places of Madhya Pradesh Orchha, 
Khajuraho, Panna, Chitrakoot, 
Tikamgarh, Sanchi. He said with 
the construction of the Bhopal-
Kanpur Economic Corridor, the 
transportation of cement and 
minerals will be easier and the 
logistic cost will be reduced. The 
Minister said with the construction 
of this corridor, connectivity from 
Bhopal to Kanpur, Lucknow, 
Prayagraj, Varanasi will be good, 
Construction of 2-lane road with 
paved shoulder from Tikamgarh to 
Orchha will make traffic safe.

In this program, Shri Gadkari 
also announced the construction of 
a 4-lane greenfield road of 105 km 
length from Bamitha to Satna at 
a cost of Rs 2000 crore. With the 
construction of this road, tourism 
of Tikamgarh, Panna, Chhatarpur, 
Khajuraho, Bandhavgarh National 
Park will get a boost.
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US Apathy Towards Shipping

Wednesday, January 25, 2023 Wing 9   Feather 24

For the United States, apathy towards shipping sadly remains business as usual. Billion 
in subsidies for the carbon-intensive aviation industry while not even a public word of 
acknowledgment from Biden – whose father worked in shipyards – rarely discusses 

shipping except to admonish the industry’s largest companies and occasionally to support 
offshore wind.

The energy crisis has been a real and pressing issue, with pipelines bursting and shipping 
lanes changing, but shipping has delivered beyond expectations. Now, as Ukraine pushes 
further East and energy prices continue to plummet as giant tankers reroute to move millions of 
tons of oil and gas, the greatest danger may no longer be Putin. It may be the lack of recognition 
of the vital role shipping has played in solving the many crises we faced last year.

Prices for natural gas in Europe have dropped from near €150 per megawatt hour to €60/
MWh in the past month, the food crisis is stabilizing, and massive amounts of US Department 
of Defense stockpiles continue to be loaded on American flag ships and aircraft for delivery to 
Ukraine.

Although European energy prices are still high by historical standards, it is a relief for 
households and industry. Another sigh of relief comes with the fact that Europe’s gas storage 
facilities are full, contrary to what was expected. Usually, they would be at 60% capacity by this 
time of year but they currently stand at 80%. In Germany particularly, it is close to 90%. Putin’s 
plan to retaliate against the West with an energy war has not worked out well for him.

Although Russia might take the decision to reduce the marginal amounts of pipeline gas 
that still find their way to Europe through Ukraine and Turkey, most industry specialists assume 
the upcoming spring and summer gas storage refill season will start off with high amounts 
of gas, which should ameliorate fears that winter 2023/24 will be a tougher challenge due to 
diminished Russian supplies compared to the first half of last year. In this context, it appears 
Europe has the necessary measures in place to deal with additional cuts from Russia.

Halting the fuel supply to Turkey would likely provoke a negative reaction from an important 
country that is the only gateway for Russian commodities coming from its interior waterways, 
the Caspian and Black Seas, to leave through the Bosporus Strait.

Even if Putin is willing to oppose Turkey, the European countries are now better prepared 
to face an energy war than they were a few months ago. The only variable that could alter the 
game is China but that nation is emerging from strict COVID lockdowns with gas tanks full from 
a lack of growth.

The current level of LNG supplies could be ample this spring if Europe is replenishing 
reserves from the United States but the situation could get tense again come winter 2023/24 if 
Chinese demand increases sharply.

The worst-case scenario includes another international conflict or a major natural disaster, 
however, countries such as Germany have proven that they are able to act quickly and 
efficiently to engage shipping in a crisis; for example, floating LNG terminals can be set up 
in only a few months to provide an alternative to Russian gas. Governments should prioritize 
maritime alternatives, offshore wind, hydrogen fuels, and nuclear ships. They should continue 
to work with the United States Maritime Administration, Department of Energy, and Department 
of Defense to support LNG exports and maritime solutions. By doing so, Europe could be in a 
better position than before the war and reap the benefits of this difficult year for many decades.

The consequences of the current global crisis could linger on for Europeans, but the U.S. 
is already forgetting the lessons. Those at the helm remain reticent to laud the contributions of 
U.S. Merchant Marine transport vessels in the armed conflict and tepid in their enthusiasm for 
LNG and energy exportation. 

Moreover, they are shying away from taking a role of leadership in pinpointing maritime 
approaches to address the planet’s energy needs, food shortages, or reinforce the role of the 
US Navy in maritime security worldwide.

This is a shame, as the US has the most extensive river and coastwise shipping system in 
the world – a system that could be unlocked to provide considerably more food and energy to 
the world – and ships are up to 10 times more energy efficient than trucks and up to 100 times 
more than airplanes. 

The biggest threat to global well-being is that we – the world – forget the heroic role shipping 
has played in stabilizing global energy, food, and the supply chain. The biggest threat may now 
be the utter lack of maritime leadership in the United States, the continued unwillingness of 
European shipping executives to engage with Washington D.C., and the decline of Western 
Navies’ ability to secure the high seas without needing the help of nations like Turkey and China 
to broker deals.

We must not forget the immense contribution of shipping to our global stability and security 
since the outbreak of COVID. We must recognize the importance of maritime leadership and 
the need for future collaboration between the US and Europe to ensure the full employment and 
safety of earth’s greatest natural resource: our seas.

The results of Putin’s endeavors have been far from satisfactory for the Kremlin, leaving 
Putin with few options and a weakened position while showing the world the importance of 
maritime transportation. 

But, will either Russia or the west learn the right lessons from this conflict or will we continue 
down the path of chaos, war, and apathy towards the power of maritime transportation to solve 
big problems?

Sample
TEXT01

Sample
TEXT04

Contact Numbers

9444222056 K.Sivakumar Publisher cum Editor

7305315408 Sathish Kumar Executive - Marketing
E-mails:  marketing@portwings.in / marketing1@portwings.in / 

editorial@portwings.in

Phone Number Name Designation

Continued from page -1

Continued from page -1

Sarbananda Sonowal Inaugurates, Lays...

Bahri Line Commences One More New Service...

The foundation stone of three 
Projects namely Development 
of back up area from oil jetty 
8 to 11 worth Rs. 98.41 crore; 
Development of 4 lane road from 
LC236B to C.J- 16 worth Rs. 
67 crore; Construction of dome 
shaped storage shed in cargo jetty 
worth Rs. 39.66 crore was also laid 
by Shri Sonowal.

During this occasion Shri 
Sarbananda Sonowal said, 
‘these Projects will enhance 
Port Infrastructure along 
with boosting its Logistics 
performance as well as the 
overall Economic Growth for 
its entire hinterland. They will 
also improve the cargo handling 
capacity of the port along with 
further improvement in the 
turnaround time of the ships and 
faster evacuation of the cargo’’. 
He said ‘‘Deendayal Port is the 
number one port of the country 

in terms of cargo handling 
and through these projects its 
capacity will be increased which 
will be beneficial for the entire 
region.’’

Highlights of other Projects
Development of back up area 

from oil jetty 8 to 11
Addition in the storage capacity 

of liquid cargos
Fast evacuation of liquid cargo 

as back-up area proposed for liquid 
terminal is behind the Oil Jetty’s, 
hence, reduce turn-out time

Development of 4 lane road 
from LC236B to C.J- 16

Better connectivity
Reduction in traffic at port
Construction of dome shaped 

storage shed in cargo jetty
Sheds can provide unobstructed 

clear span of 30 m. and height of 
9 to 12 m.

Roofing panels are mechanically 

seamed (Interlocked) and free 
from holes, nuts, bolt overlaps 
and sealants, ensuring almost zero 
maintenance

This structure is upto 50% 
Economical compared to 
Conventional Roofing System.

It is to be noted that, Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
as part of its commitment for the 
development of Port Sector in 
India has identified 74 projects 
worth Rs. 57,000 Crore under 
Sagarmala Programme in the 
state of Gujarat. Out of which, 15 
projects worth Rs. 9,000 Crore 
have been completed; 33 projects 
worth more than Rs. 25,000 Crore 
are under implementation and 26 
projects worth Rs. 22,700 Crore are 
under development. These projects 
are being implemented by central 
line ministries, major ports, state 
maritime board and other state 
agencies.

These projects have been developed 
at a cost of   about         Rs. 21 crores.

He inspected various cargo 
handling Terminals of Kamarajar Port. 
He was apprised of the various on-
going construction and development 
activities in Kamarajar Port. 

The OSD held a review meeting 
regarding performance of the Port 
with its officials.  Shri Sunil Paliwal, 
IAS, Chairman and Managing 
Director, KPL briefed the OSD about 
different areas in which the Port is 
trying to diversify its operations. 
The CMD also detailed out the 
infrastructure projects undertaken in 
a big way by Kamarajar Port.

Visit

www.portwings.in
for Latest News
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Indian Navy’s fifth stealth 
Scorpene class Submarine INS 
Vagir was commissioned into 

the Indian Navy on 23 January 2023 
at the Naval Dockyard Mumbai 
in the presence of Adm R Hari 
Kumar, Chief of the Naval Staff, 
the Chief Guest for the ceremony. 

Six Scorpene Class submarines are 
being built in India by the Mazagon 
Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) 
Mumbai, under collaboration with 
M/s Naval Group, France. INS Vagir 
would form part of the Western 
Naval Command’s Submarine fleet 
and would be another potent part of 
the Command’s arsenal.

Vagir was launched on 12 Nov 
20, under Project 75 (P75) and 

was delivered to Indian Navy on 
20 Dec 22 post completion of sea 
trials. Vagir has the distinction of 
having the lowest build time among 
all indigenously manufactured 
submarines till date.

Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Western Naval Command 
VAdm AB Singh, Chairman & 
Managing Director, MDL VAdm 
Narayan Prasad (Retd) and other 
senior civil & military officials 
of Ministry of Defence were 
present during the commissioning 
ceremony. The crew of the erstwhile 
‘Vagir’, a Russian origin Foxtrot 
Class Submarine which was 
decommissioned in 2001 were 
special invitees for the ceremony 
and the then commissioning 
Commanding Officer RAdm K Raja 
Menon (Retd) was also present.

The Scorpene Submarines are 
extremely potent platforms, they 
have advanced stealth features and 
are also equipped with both long 
range guided torpedoes as well as 
anti-ship missiles. These submarine 
have a state of the art SONAR 
suite and sensor suite permitting 
outstanding operational capabilities.

CNS Speech
Speaking on the occasion CNS 

stated that INS Vagir will give a 
significant fillip to the Indian Navy’s 
operational might and serve as a 
potent deterrent for any adversary.

He also highlighted that Vagir 
is the third submarine inducted 
into the Navy in a short span of 
24 months. “This underscores 
the coming of age of India’s 
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shipbuilding industry, and the 
maturing of our defence ecosystem. 
It is also a shining testimony to the 
expertise and experience of our 
shipyards to construct complex & 
complicated platforms and serves to 
reinforce Indian Navy’s unequivocal 
commitment and steadfast resolve 
to be a fully ‘AatmaNirbhar’ force 
by 2047”.

Congratulating the CMD 

and personnel of Mazagon 
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd for their 
commendable efforts which have 
led up to Vagir’s commissioning 
CNS stated that MDL is a close 
and valued partner for the Indian 
Navy & has been at the forefront of 
Navy’s transition from a ‘Buyer’s 
Navy’ to a ‘Builder’s Navy’.

The CNS complimented the 

Commissioning Crew stating that “it 
gives me every confidence that each 
one of you will ‘do your duty and do 
it well’, and that Vagir will serve the 
Nation with pride and élan guided by 
the highest traditions of the Navy”.

Vagir - Sand Shark
 The Sand Shark represents 

‘Stealth and Fearlessness’, two 
qualities that are synonymous with 
the ethos of a submariner. The 
motto of the submarine, ‘Saahas 
Shaurya Samarpan’ epitomizes the 
core values of Courage, Valour and 
Dedication. These values reflect 
in undertaking all operations at its 
peak efficiency to emerge victorious 
in all conditions and ability to 
be synergised when faced with a 
difficult task. The motto has been 
imbibed by the men which inspires 
them to overcome adversities, to 
remain confident, bold and brave 
even in the toughest situations so as 
to keep the edge ‘Sharp and Ready’.

The induction of Vagir is another 
step towards the Indian Navy, 
consolidating its position as a 
builder’s Navy, as also is a reflection 
of MDL’s capabilities as a premier 
ship and submarine building yard of 
the world. Project – 75 also marks 
a critical milestone in the Yard’s 
continued importance in the field of 
Defence Production.

The commissioning of Vagir is 
coinciding with ‘Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’ celebrations. The 
commissioning of this indigenous 
submarine once again denotes 
the drive and focus towards 
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’.

Indian Navy’s Fifth Stealth 
Scorpene Class Submarine 

INS Vagir Commissioned 

Some three ports in the country 
have made good progress 
in following the Ministry of 

Ports, Shipping and Waterways plan 
of developing them into mega ports 
by the end of 2047. 

Ports in Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands’ Galathea Bay and those 
in Kerala’s Vizhinjam and Kochi 
region are on their way to becoming 
transhipment hubs, Shipping 
Secretary Sanjeev Ranjan said. 

According to the Union 
government’s ‘Bharat Pravah - India, 
along its shores’ outlook, these ports 
need to be developed as transhipment 
hubs, specially Galathea, as it is 
crucial for the passage of bigger ships 
into the Bay of Bengal. This will 
benefit India’s neighbours Indonesia, 
Bangladesh and Thailand. 

India has become the largest 
seaborne importer of Russian 
crude in the wake of the EU 

ban on seaborne oil imports and 
subsequent G7 price cap for exports.

Exports to India increased to 
1.2 Mb/d in November last year, 
according to Poten & Partners. The 
volumes of exports eased slightly in 
December 2022.

India is followed by China, which 
has increased its intake of Russian 
crude, from around 600 Kb/d in the 

Aiming to highlight the 
significance of rivers, 
Union Minister of Shipping, 

Waterways and Ports Sarbananda 
Sonowal on Wednesday launched 
‘Bharat Pravah - India along its 
Shores’ to highlight the role of rivers-
ports-shipping in the everyday life 
of a common man through literature, 
dialogue and communication. 

While launching the initiative, 
Sonowal said that rivers and seas 
remain central to our spiritual life. 
“‘It is important that people living 
on the land are also reminded of 
the significance of rivers and seas. 
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Three Ports To Be Developed Into 
Transhipment Hubs 

India Becomes The Largest Buyer Of 
Russia’s Seaborne Crude

Sonowal Launches Bharat Pravah To 
Highlight Role Of Rivers, Ports

Transhipment hubs are necessary 
to connect destination and origin 
ports in a ship’s journey. Until now, 
75% of transhipment cargo in India 
has been managed by non-Indian 
ports. Ports like Klang, Singapore, 
and Colombo are responsible for 
85% or more of India’s transhipment 
cargo. 

However, this plan is not without 
hiccups, as India’s containerization 
capacity is nearly half of other 
developing countries of the region. 
While other nations stand at 62-
65%, India is stuck at 35%, revealed 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust 
Chairman Sanjay Sethi. 

India is more into bulk shipping 
than container shipping, but it’s 
making good headway towards it, 
said the shipping secretary. 

Meanwhile, Adani Ports CEO 
Subrat Tripathy highlighted how 

beginning of the year to around 940 
Kb/d in November.

“While India is targeting mostly 
European barrels from the Black 
Sea and some from the Baltic, China 
has focused on the Russian exports 
from the Far East. Currently, China 
buys almost all crude exported 
from Kozmino as other traditional 
customers Korea and Japan reduced 
their imports. Turkey initially 
increased its purchases from the 
Kremlin, but its imports of Russian 
crude have fallen by more than 50% 
since peaking in August,” Poten said.

The government, under its flagship 
programme Sagarmala, has aimed 
to achieve port-led development 
and integrate the common people in 
India’s success story,” he said.

“At a time when our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is leading 
the world on a new path, the initiative 
by Institute for Governance, Policies 
and Politics (IGPP) to bring forth the 
significance of shipping, ports and 
waterways to the minds of common 
people is appreciable. It will create 
awareness about the issues of the 
industry,” Sonowal said. 

Under the Bharat Pravah 
initiative, events would be 

India’s share in world trade should 
enhance with good infrastructure 
and reforms in the procedure. 
Currently, India’s global trade share 
is 2%. 

He further highlighted how a 
more extensive concession period in 
port handling helps, citing 99 year 
concession period in Bengal instead 
of a regular 30 years. This ensures 
a more significant capital cycle, 
loan structure and equity at the port 
terminals. 

APM Terminals MD Girish 
Aggarwal highlighted the necessity 
of automation and digitization 
for efficiency at ports that will 
decrease waiting time in queues as 
gates, trucks etc., get automated, 
and containers get an RFID tag for 
tracking their movements, thereby 
controlling the traffic.

The ton-mile demand generated 
by Russian crude oil exports has 
tripled since the February of 2022, 
driving more ton-mile demand and 
tightening the oil markets.

This trend has been very 
supportive for the freight market 
and is likely to continue in 2023.

For January to date, Europe has 
imported ~1mbd of clean products 
from Russia, most of which is diesel. 
Rather than weaning itself of Russian 
supplies this month, Europe has 
maximized import volumes, Gibson 
said in its weekly tanker report.

organised around various topics, 
such as ‘Rivers and Sea-Centric 
Development in India: Through a 
Historical Lens’ and ‘Sea, Rivers, 
Ports and Ship in Folk Culture and 
Literature’, among others. 

Bharat Pravah is being organised 
at a time when India is celebrating 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava with 
a focus on economic, cultural and 
historical significance of India’s 
waterways, ports and shipping.

Bharat Pravah is being organised 
at a time when India is celebrating 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava with 
a focus on economic, cultural and 
historical significance of India’s 
waterways, ports and shipping.

The Chennai Cargo Friends 
Association has planned to 
conduct B2B –Business to 

Business Meet event on 18.02.2023 
(Saturday) at The Vijay Park, 
Arumbakkam from 09.30am to 
05.30pm. 

According to a brief from CCFA 
office, AV presentation with anchor 
explanation about the participant 
from 10.00am to 3.30pm and 
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Chennai Cargo Friends Association To Host 
Business To B2B Meet on 18 February in Chennai

open interaction will be held from 
03.45pm to 05.30pm business 
category-wise so that participants 
may interact one to one conversation 
and exchange their business cards. 

The registration fee of Rs.1250.00 
for members and Rs.1,750.00 for 
non-members, which includes AV 
presentation and refreshments. 

Participants registration and seat 
allotment at the venue on the basis 
of First Cum First fee paid basis. 

Participants can bring their 

brochures, gifts to handover at the 
venue for their business promotion. 
Registration for B2B participation 
will be closed by 28.01.2023 as 
maximum of 100 participants only 
will be allowed.

For registration please contact 
Committee Head Mr.N.R.Padmanaban 
@ +91 99627 20660 and Chairman 
Mr.S.Thivakar @ 95000 33434 and 
pay fee to UPI ccfa2007@indianbk & 
to inform Admin Officer Mr.Jehangir 
@ 96001 54756
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On January 18, 2023, the 
Federation of Freight 
Forwarders Association 

(FFFAI) conducted a webinar to 
share important developments 
on new routes from India to CIS 
countries under International 
North South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC) and how it can open 
new opportunities for the EXIM 
community. 

The webinar was addressed by Mr. 
Shankar Shinde, Chairman FFFAI 
and Mr. Sohel Kazani, Executive 
Committee Member, FFFAI to 
present the recent developments on 
INSTC route. 

Mr. Sunil Mukundan, MD, 
Indian Global Ports; Mr. Hossien 
Habibolahi, MD, India Ports Global 
CFZ and Mr. Shailesh Makawana, 
Indian Ports Global also made 
presentations at this webinar to 
provide details on the progress of 
Chabahar Port. The webinar was 
attended by a large number of FFFAI 
Members and logistics professionals 
from across the country.

The International North–South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC) is 
a 7,200-km-long multi-modal 
network of ship, rail, and road 
route for moving freight between 
India, Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia, 
Central Asia and Europe. The route 
primarily involves moving freight 
from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and 
Russia via ship, rail and road. 

Mr. Sunil Mukundan and Mr. 
Shailesh Makwana highlighted the 
facilities and benefits available at 
Shahid Beheshti Port of Chabahar 
Port, its advantages as a transit point 
and incentives/discount schemes on 

After enjoying strong growth 
during the shipping surge 
experienced over the past 

two years, Sea-Intelligence reports 
that non-alliance carriers are again 
losing market share. With the current 
levels of overcapacity rising across 
most segments of the container 
shipping industry and possibly 
getting worse as more new tonnage 
enters the market, the analysis firm 
is predicting that the market share 
for the independent carriers will 
continue to decline.

“As the market strengthened 
after the initial Covid hit, there was 
a confluence of small carriers that 
started to deploy capacity, especially 
on the transpacific trade,” said Alan 
Murphy, CEO of Sea-Intelligence. 
He notes major carriers also started 
to introduce services outside the 
alliance networks. “The idea was to 
take advantage of the opportunity 
provided by the very high freight 
rate environment.”

Taiwan-based carrier Wan Hai 
for example in 2020 launched an 
independent transpacific route 
after its alliance with Pacific 
International Lines and COSCO 
ended. In addition, new specialized 
carriers emerged seeking to offer 
niche services and appealing to 
shippers that found it difficult to 
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FFFAI hosts Webinar on New Developments 
and opportunities on INSTC route and  

Shahid Beheshti Port in Chabahar

Non-Alliance Carriers Are Losing Market 
Share After Years Of Growth

warehousing and terminal handling 
charges.

At this webinar the FFFAI 
Chairman appealed members to 
participate on movements through 
INSTC for CIS/ Russia destination 
which can also be further 

compliment European destinations. 
He also urged to take benefits of 
discounted charges by Port JNPT 
/ Kandla & Shahid Beheshti Port 
(which is an Indian Port) viable to 
be utilized by the Exim trade people. 
In this new opportunity sector the 
Logistics service providers should 
operate on untapped markets .This 
is pertinent to mention that FFFAI 
has done a study on the viability of 
INSTC Route and Chabahar Port 
with TIR, which has been submitted 
to the Government of India.  

Mr. Sohel Kazani highlighted the 
new developments on the INSTC 
route in terms of increase of volume, 
movements of vessels, corrections in 
freight charges and decreasing costs. 
Also there are new developments in 
the banking sector concerning this 
route.  Mr. Kazani also emphasised 
on the recent developments after the 
new political regime in Afghanistan 
under Talibans.

Highlights of new developments 

place smaller cargoes with the big 
carriers.

According to Sea-Intelligence’s 
data, non-alliance carriers were 
able to increase their share in the 
three key regions, including Asia to 
the West and East coasts of North 
America and Asia to Northern 
Europe and the Mediterranean. 

For the West Coast trade lines, 
Sea-Intelligence calculates that 
non-alliance carriers rose from an 
average of just above 15 percent 
of capacity before the pandemic to 
approaching nearly 40 percent of 
capacity at the end of 2021 and the 
beginning of 2022. The addition of 
these non-alliance services Sea-
Intelligence says meant that at the 
peak of the market, the market 
share of non-alliance carriers had 
essentially doubled.

“But as the freight rates began 
to drop in 2022, the share of non-
alliance services also began to 
decline, and looking into 2023-
Q1, they are poised to continue to 
decline,” predicts Murphy. “There is 
still more relative capacity operated 
by non-alliance services than before 
the pandemic, but if the rate of 
decline continues, this will revert 
back to pre-Covid levels before the 
end of 2023.”

On the Asia-North America 
East Coast routes, Sea-Intelligence 
reports there was a similar trend of 

on INSTC Route include:
• Total 102 projects are identified 

to develop the INSTC routes, 
including the following:

20 railway transport; 59 roads; 
7 border crossing points with 
related infrastructure; 8 sea ports, 

4  inland waterways; 
4  shipbuilding.in 
Azerbaijan,  Armenia, 
Georgia,  Iran, 
Kazakhstan,  Russia, 
and in Turkmenistan.

• Participation of 
New Vessels operators 
provides regular 
service to IRAN

• Banking: Yes Bank 
and UCO Bank have 
formed a partnership 

with two Russian banks. Through 
this deal, both of these institutions 
will get India closer in conducting 
business with Russia.

UCO Bank has partnered with 
Gazprom Bank, while Yes Bank has 
also formed an arrangement with 
Commercial Bank of Moscow in 
Russia.

• FIATA Bill of Lading through 
FFFAI are made available to 
members : Negotiable FIATA 
Multimodal Transport Bill of 
Lading (FBL) are now available 
in a secured digital format through 
TMSs and other platforms.

Mr Vinod Sharma, concluded the 
webinar by proposing vote of thanks 
to the Chairman FFFAI and all other 
speakers/dignitaries for sharing 
their deep insights and valuable 
information on port development 
and connectivity. He also thanked 
all participants for showing their 
keen interest in exploring the 
INSTC route.

increasing non-alliance capacity as 
the market initially strengthened. 
“However, even though there is a 
distinct decline coming into 2023, 
there is no sign presently that we are 
about to go back to pre-pandemic 
levels,” says Murphy.

On the Asia-Europe trades, the 
non-alliance capacity has increased, 
but not materially according to Sea-
Intelligence. They calculate that 
the independent carriers represent 
between two and five percent of 
capacity. However, on the Asia-
Mediterranean routes, there are 
no signs of non-alliance services 
reducing their market share in 2023-
Q1.

The domination by the alliances 
has been a rising concern for 
regulators in many parts of the world. 
It was a major issue cited in the U.S. 
markets by the president and other 
elected officials driving the passage 
of the reforms to the Shipping Act in 
2022. The World Shipping Council 
for example argued that the alliances 
create greater market efficiency 
while the White House cited the 
rapid growth in the three alliances. 
They contended that from 1996 to 
2011 the major alliances grew from 
operating about 30 percent of global 
container shipping compared to 
80 percent of global containership 
capacity and 95 percent of the east-
west trade lines in 2022.

Paradip Port Authority (PPA) 
created history among 
all Indian Major Ports by 

clocking Half a century inward rake 
unloading in a single day i.e. 51 nos. 
on 21st January 2023. 

The previous highest 
was 48, achieved on 
18th January. Shri P.L. 
Haranadh, Chairman, 
PPA has congratulated 
Team PPA for yet 
another stupendous 
performance.

Paradip Port Authority 
achieved another record 
by getting highest ever 
inward rakes released in a day i.e. 48 
nos. on 18th January’2023. Shri P.L. 
Haranadh, Chairman lauded Team 
PPA for yet another stupendous 
performance. The previous record 
was 47 nos. of rakes achieved on 4th 
January’2023

Paradip Port clocked the highest 
ever single day cargo throughput 

In 2023, the number of subsidized 
voyages on the Northern Sea 
Route (NSR) is to be increased 

to four under the Northern Delivery 
programme. Smaller ships are to be 
deployed for calls at shallow ports, 
press center of the Ministry for the 
Development of the Russian Far 
East and Arctic cites Gajimagomed 
Guseinov, Deputy Minister for the 
Development of the Russian Far 
East and Arctic.

Gajimagomed Guseinov spoke at 
the offsite meeting dedicated to the 
social and economic development 
of the Far East in 2022 and priorities 
for 2023 chaired by Yury Trutnev, 
Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Russian Federation - Presidential 
Plenipotentiary Envoy to the Far 
Eastern Federal District. The 
Deputy Minister reminded about the 
regular cargo service launched on 
the Northern Sea Route in 2022 with 
2 voyages from Russia’s North-
West ports to the Far East and back. 
According to him, 8.5 thousand 
tonnes of cargo was transported, 
the loading of the second voyage 
reached 90%.

The Deputy Minister says the 
draft law on Northern Delivery 
is to be considered by the State 
Duma during the spring session. 
“To make the law operational from 
the next year we should launch 
a unified system for the northern 
delivery planning, define a single 
sea operator and start creating a 
center for the northern delivery 
administration. Besides, 10 bylaws 
are to be developed and approved,” 
said Gajimagomed Guseinov.

When speaking at the meeting, 
Aleksey Chekunkov, Minister for 
the Development of the Russian Far 
East and Arctic said that exports 
along the Northern Sea Route are to 
exceed $100 billion in 7 years while 
the “role of the Northern Sea Route 
for the economy of Russia will be 
comparable to that of the oil and gas 
sector.”

In November 2-22, he Ministry 
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of 6,60,094 MT on 17th January 
2023. Shri P.L. Haranadh, 
Chairman congratulated Team PPA 
as old records are getting tumbled 
& new milestones become order 
of the day.  It may be noted that 
PPA achieved highest ever daily 
traffic of 649730 MT on 14th of 

last month. 
As the Port is vying for highest 

ever cargo throughput of 130 MMT in 
current fiscal, till 17th of this month 
it has attained cargo throughput of 
103.92 MMT, showing a growth of 
16.6% over corresponding period of 
previous fiscal.

for the Development of the Russian 
Far East and Arctic submitted the 
Draft Federal Law on Northern 
Delivery to RF Government. The 
document foresees a principally new 
system of the Northern Delivery, 
introduces the concept of the 
Northern Delivery and distributes 
responsibilities among different 
levels of authorities. The law is to 
provide for establishment of a single 
operator, for cargo categorization, 
making the list of transport and 
logistics facilities and financing of 
this network maintenance. Besides, 
the federal monitoring and control 
system is to be created as well 
as single procurement platform 
to ensure accumulation of large 
batches.

The Ministry for the Development 
of the Russian Far East and Arctic is 
to serve as a single coordinator of 
the Northern Delivery.

As of today, the Northern Delivery 
covers 25 regions of Russia with 
the populating exceeding 3 million 
people. Over RUB 87 million is 
allocated annually for the purchase 
and delivery of 3 million tonnes of 
cargo.

The Northern Sea Route is 
a single transport system in the 
Russian Arctic sector. It stretches 
along the northern coasts of Russia 
across the seas of the Arctic Ocean 
(Kara, Laptev, East Siberian, 
Chukchi seas). The route links 
the European ports of Russia with 
the mouths of navigable rivers in 
Siberia and the Far East. In August 
2022, a plan for the development 
of the Northern Sea Route (NSR) 
until 2035 was approved. The plan 
includes over 150 activities with 
total financing nearing RUB 1.8 
trillion. According to the plan, the 
annual cargo traffic on the Northern 
Sea Route is to reach 80 million by 
2024, 150 million tonnes by 2030, 
220 million tonnes – by 2035.

In 2022, cargo traffic on the 
Northern Sea Route totaled 34.034 
million tonnes with the target of the 
federal project “Development of the 
Northern Sea Route” exceeded by 2 
million tonnes.

Paradip Port Creates 
Record After Record

Subsidized Voyages On NSR To 
Be Increased To Four This Year
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DroneTech company 
TSAW has announced the 
launch of its logistics arm 

DRONECO. The startup comes 
with a vision to recreate the logistics 
ecosystem by introducing a new and 
faster mode of transportation i.e., 
drones. DRONECO will facilitate 
point-to-point drone transport 
supply chain logistics services 
with the primary goal of delivering 
goods to customers in a timely 
manner. Backed by its parent drone 
manufacturing company, TSAW and 
its cloud-based UAV system DCIS 
(Drone Cloud Intelligence System), 
DRONECO intends to be the go-
to last-mile logistics facilitator 
for e-commerce platforms, armed 
forces, medical suppliers and others.

Burdened with multiple 
constraints, logistics firms have 
long been experimenting with 
drones for end-to-end delivery. By 
bypassing the existing bottlenecks, 
DRONECO is all geared up to be the 
thought leader and one-stop solution 
with the desire to make deliveries 
economical and swift as well as 
to provide instant gratification to 
its clients. TSAW is co-founded 
by Kishan Tiwari and Rimanshu 
Pandey who have a stellar track 
record in the drone logistics segment 
with the ambition to bridge the gap 
between cultures and societies.

Commenting on the launch of 
the DRONECO, Kishan Tiwari, Co-
Founder & CEO, TSAW said, “There 
has never been a better time to 
launch a platform like DRONECO, 
as India is on its way to becoming 
a global player in both demand 
and supply chain. This implies 
that we have a lucrative market for 
the application of our wide range 
of solution portfolios. Our ability 
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DroneTech Startup TSAW launches its 
logistics service division DRONECO

to strategize and execute across 
multiple service lines as well as 
provide tailored solutions that span 
the entire drone logistics spectrum 
will set the industry benchmark. 
With our proven technological 
expertise, many reputed enterprises 
have already shown keen interest 
by signing contracts with us. 
Additionally, as the industry is on 
an expansion spree, we are eager to 
serve our clients while also creating 
job opportunities that will strengthen 
our talent pool.”

To enable efficient logistics, 
TSAW has developed multiple 
drone models capable of carrying 
up to 20 kg payload to a to distances 
ranging to a maximum of 120 km 
and is working on drones with longer 
range and higher payload capacity 
to further expand the offering. 

It has also 
tied up with 
partners for 
the last mile 
delivery post - 
a Hub-to-Hub 
delivery by 
Drones. 

S p e a k i n g 
on the 
functionality 

of drones in the logistics sector, 
Rimanshu Pandey, Co-Founder 
& CTO, TSAW, said, “Drones 
are increasingly being viewed 
as a predominant future means 
of transport for a wide range of 
supply chain applications. Drones 
are poised to provide numerous 
advantages over traditional vehicles, 
including steady and high travel 
speed, no reliance on the physical 
road network, direct travel, and no 
exposure to traffic and congestion. 
Therefore, Drones are obliged to 
shorten shipping times and improve 
reliability and the responsiveness of 
logistics systems.”

“In light of ongoing urbanisation, 
a rapid increase in direct 
e-commerce deliveries, increasing 
spatial distribution, and levels of 
overcrowding, we are ecstatic and 
fully prepared to deliver our clients 
with top-notch service. On the other 
hand, the lack of resources for 
infrastructure improvements and 
the frequently underdeveloped road 

systems in rural and remote areas 
have given rise to several use cases 
for our drone delivery services, 
particularly for the distribution 
of essential supplies for armed 
personnel and emergency medical 
packages for hospitals” Kishan 
added.

DRONECO’s delivery 
ecosystem will include a wide 
range of hardware and software 
technologies, such as long-range 
drones, docking stations, charging 
pads, and integration with software 
technologies such as unpiloted 
traffic management and drone fleet 
tracking systems. Implementing 
existing data and information 
about restricted airspaces, ground 
topology, population density and 
weather, DRONECO will be able to 
create safe and secure drone flight 
paths on demand. 

As the logistics startup works 
towards establishing its presence 
both nationally and internationally, 
it is also diligently customising its 
solutions to provide tailor-made 
short and long-term last-mile 
delivery services for all industries 
across different verticals. The 
mission statement of the startup is 
to provide clean and secure logistics 
solutions that serve to advance the 
betterment of humanity, businesses, 
economies and nations. 

Founded in 2019, by Kishan 
and Rimanshu, TSAW (Technit 
Space and Aero Works) is a drone 
technology company with a vision 
to facilitate industries by the 
introduction of drone-based tech 
solutions. The brand is headquartered 
in IIT Delhi. All these drones are 
operated on lithium batteries with 
Zero Carbon Emission. DRONECO 
is one of the brands under TSAW’s 
umbrella which is focused on 
providing logistics services using 
drones. All the drones are powered 
by TSAW’s propriety Drone Cloud 
Intelligence System (DCIS), a 
cloud-based autopilot, which 
performs jobs like automatic path 
planning, drone traffic deconfliction 
and predictive health management 
& recovery, hence reducing the 
downtime to approximately Zero 
mins between flights and providing 
better operational efficiency.

Greek-based corporations 
ordered to pay $2 million 
criminal fine for tampering 

with pollution prevention equipment 
and failing to immediately report 
hazardous conditions on the 
Mississippi River.

Empire Bulkers Limited and 
Joanna Maritime Limited, two 
related companies based in Greece, 
were sentenced on Jan 19 for 
committing knowing and willful 
violations of the Act to Prevent 
Pollution from Ships (APPS) and 
the Ports and Waterways Safety Act 
related to their role as the operator 
and owner of the Motor Vessel 
(M/V) Joanna, the U.S. Department 
of Justice said.

The prosecution stems from 
a March 2022 inspection of the 
M/V Joanna in New Orleans that 
revealed that required pollution 
prevention equipment had been 
tampered with to allow fresh water 
to trick the sensor designed to detect 
the oil content of bilge waste being 
discharged overboard. The ship’s 
oil record book, a required log 
presented to the U.S. Coast Guard, 
had been falsified to conceal the 
improper discharges.

During the same inspection, 
the Coast Guard also discovered 
an unreported safety hazard. 
Following a trail of oil drops, 
inspectors found an active fuel oil 
leak in the engine room where the 
pressure relief valves on the fuel 
oil heaters, a critical safety device 
necessary to prevent explosion, 
had been disabled. In pleading 
guilty, the defendants admitted that 
the plugging of the relief valves in 
the fuel oil purifier room and the 
large volume of oil leaking from 
the pressure relief valve presented 
hazardous conditions that had not 
been immediately reported to the 
Coast Guard in violation of the 
Ports and Waterways Safety Act. 

The luxury cruise ship, 
“SILVER SPIRIT” docked in 
Hong Kong on January 18th. 

With this, its operator Silversea 
Cruises became the first liner to visit 
Hong Kong after the relaxation of 
Covid Restrictions by the Chinese 
government.

The 39,519 gross ton vessel, 
SILVER SPIRIT, docked at the 
Ocean Terminal in Tsim Sha Tsui, 
becoming the first international 
cruise ship to arrive in three years 
after the pandemic. The ship can 
carry 608 passengers at double 
occupancy, but was carrying 320 
guests as sailing at reduced capacity 
is still mandated in the region.

In December, the mandatory 
Quarantine for international 
passengers was removed by the 
government. For a long time, 
cruise lines were forced to cancel 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Had there been a fire or explosion 
in the purifier room, it could have 
been catastrophic and resulted in 
a loss of propulsion, loss of life, 
and pollution, according to a joint 
factual statement filed in court.

“Make no mistake, willful 
tampering with required pollution 
control equipment and falsifying 
official ship logs to conceal illegal 
discharges are serious criminal 
offenses,” said Assistant Attorney 
General Todd Kim of the Justice 
Department’s Environment and 
Natural Resources Division. “In 
concealing major safety problems 
from the Coast Guard, the defendants 
here not only violated the law, but 
also recklessly risked the lives of the 
crew and the environment.”

“This ship owner and manager 
operated their foreign flagged vessel 
in U.S. waters in deliberate violation 
of the environmental and safety laws 
designed to protects our ports and 
waters,” said U.S. Attorney Duane 
A. Evans for the Eastern District 
of Louisiana. “Illegal, deceitful 
and dangerous conduct will not be 
tolerated and will be prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law.”

U.S. District Court Judge Mary 
Ann Vial Lemmon sentenced the 
two related companies to pay $2 
million ($1 million each) and serve 
four years of probation subject to 
the terms of a government approved 
environmental compliance plan that 
includes independent ship audits and 
supervision by a court-appointed 
monitor.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
Investigative Service investigated 
the case with assistance from Coast 
Guard Sector New Orleans and 
the Eighth Coast Guard District 
Senior Litigation Counsel Richard 
A. Udell of the Environment and 
Natural Resources Division’s 
Environmental Crimes Section and 
Assistant U.S. Attorney G. Dall 
Kammer for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana prosecuted the case.

voyages in Asia due to restrictions 
such as these that rendered cruising 
unviable.

Adam Radwanski, Managing 
Director of Silversea in Asia 
Pacific, stated that Hong Kong is an 
extremely critical cruise destination 
in the region. He added that Cruising 
in Asia without making a stop in 
Hong Kong is not viable and that the 
company had no plans for pulling 
out of Hong Kong despite the tough 
Covid regime.

16 ships are expected to make a 
total of 82 calls to Hong Kong in 2023. 
With the travel restrictions in China 
easing, many more international 
cruise lines are expected to visit the 
city in the coming months. These 
include Holland America Lines, 
Oceania Cruises, Celebrity Cruises, 
AIDA Cruises, Azamara Cruises, 
P&O Cruises, Princess Cruises, 
MSC Cruises, Royal Caribbean and 
Cunard.

Ship Owner & Operator Sentenced 
For Environmental Crimes in US

Hong Kong Restarts 
Cruise After Three Years

The maritime industry is 
vulnerable to cyber threats. 
Ships and surrounding 

infrastructure are becoming 
increasingly connected and 
digitaliszd, which is providing more 
opportunities for cyber attacks.

According to maritime expert 
Cameron Livingstone of The 
Nautical Institute, “As ships 
become more technologically 
sophisticated, methods an attacker 
could use to disable ship and shore-
based technology are widening. 
GNSS spoofing, radar jamming, 
AIS interference and shore-based 
communication shutdowns are 
increasingly common.

Livingstone cites the 2019 
incident involving the British 
tanker Stena Impero. The vessel 
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Increasing Autonomy Raises Cyber 
Risk For Maritime Industry

was boarded and detained by 
Iranian forces after she maneuvered 
suddenly into Iranian waters due 
to GNSS spoofing, which caused 
deliberate interference with her 
positioning. 

There are many ways in which 
ships could be intercepted, especially 
as they become more autonomous 
and remotely operated. As humans 
are removed from technical 
processes, problems are less likely 
to be detected quickly. These 
technologies could be manipulated 
by attackers to cause collisions and 
generally disrupt vessels.

The impact is worsened if 
problems occur on busy trading 
routes, as with the Suez Canal crisis 
early in 2021. Just one impacted 
ship could create a ripple affect 
across industry and global trade. 
Such widespread disruption may 
motivate some attackers.

This increasing cyber threat 
requires action now. In response, 
legal requirements are being 
increased, such as IMO 2021, a 
resolution requiring ship owners to 
invest in cybersecurity.

“Potential cost to vessel 
owners far outweigh the cost 
of implementing appropriate 
cybersecurity protocols. Physical 
and electronic measures should be 
considered, as well as appropriate 
cyber insurance (H&M and P&I),” 
says Livingstone. “Shipowners 
globally should heed the lessons 
learnt from corporate cyber-attacks, 
costing millions of dollars to rectify 
and wiping billions off company’s 
share values.” 

Given the pace of increased 
automation, maritime cyber 
resilience needs to grow in order to 
prevent widespread disruption.
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Pakistan could possibly witness 
fuel shortages in the near 
future as several oil importing 

companies face hurdles in securing 
dollars needed to close import deals, 
at a time when the South Asian 
country’s foreign exchange reserves 
have dwindled to the lowest level in 
almost nine years, says Platts.

Sources told S&P Global 
Commodity Insights that the Oil 
Companies Advisory Council, 
members of refineries and oil 
marketing companies had written to 
the country’s finance ministry about 
oil importers facing challenges in 
opening letters of credit for the import 
of petroleum products. It could take 
up to six to eight weeks for import 
operations to normalize, sources 
added.

“If L/Cs are not established 
on a timely basis, critical imports 
of petroleum products will be 
impacted, which may lead to a fuel 
shortage in the country, further 
deteriorating the demand,” said 
Sumit Ritolia, a refinery economics 
analyst at S&P Global.

“The prolonged unavailability 
of import contracts and L/Cs will 
be sending negative signals to 
international oil suppliers, leading 
to high prices for imports and even it 
may lead to the forced cancellation 
of oil cargoes,” he said.

Energy-deficit Pakistan imports 
approximately 430,000 mt of motor 
gasoline, 200,000 mt diesel and 
650,000 mt crude oil at a cost of 
$1.3 billion/month, according to the 
letter from the oil industry to the 
finance minister.

The banking hurdles already 
caused delays in the arrival schedule 
of multiple cargoes as well as led to 

Mediterranean Shipping 
Company (MSC) is vowing 
to appeal the default 

decision and nearly $1 million 
awarded by an administrative law 
judge in a complaint filed with the 
Federal Maritime Commission by 
a Pennsylvania furniture importer. 
The carrier notes that the decision, 
which does not review the merits 
of the claims and is based on a 
procedural finding, is not effective 
until the full commission determines 
the matter.

Chief Administrative Law 
Judge Erin Wirth entered the initial 
decision in the case last week as 
a default against MSC after the 
company failed to produce key 
documents during the discovery 
phase of the proceeding. The 
shipper, MCS Industries of 
Pennsylvania had sought documents 
that were denied by MSC and a 
Swiss judge in a request under the 
Hague Convention that governs the 
release of evidence in cross-border 
complaints such as this case. MSC 
said it risked criminal sanctions if it 
provided the requested documents 
after it was also denied a request 
by the Swiss Federal Department of 
Justice and Police.

“MSC is disappointed with the 
initial decision,” the company said 
commenting on Judge Wirth’s 
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Pakistan’s Banking, Currency Woes Act 
As Stumbling Blocks For Oil Imports

MSC Will Appeal FMC Default Decision 
Saying Claims Are Without Merit

the cancellation of a few cargoes, the 
letter said, adding that the situation 
has severely deteriorated during 
January. “If L/Cs are not established 
on a timely basis critical imports 
of petroleum products would be 
impacted,” it said.

Hurdles mount
Attock Petroleum Ltd., the 

country’s second-largest retailer 
of petroleum products, as well 
as Pakistan Refinery and Hascol 
Petroleum, have written letters 
to the Oil Companies Advisory 
Council and the country’s central 
bank about some banks refusing to 
honor import documents.

“Local banks have unfortunately 
regretted to establish our oil import 
L/Cs on the plea that the State 
Bank of Pakistan has instructed 
to do rationing on their L/Cs 
establishment based on their foreign 
reserves situation,” said the letter 
from an oil marketing company.

Pakistan’s central bank reserves 
have dwindled to $4.3 billion, 
according to the State Bank. The 
reserves reached a low of nearly eight 
years and 11 months, enough to cover 
imports for only three and half weeks.

The dollar shot up to its strongest 
level against Pakistani rupee at 240.1 
on July 29, 2022, and the exchange 
rate was last quoted at 228.2 Jan. 16, 
data from the State Bank of Pakistan 
showed. “Reserves are down 
because of continuous principal and 
debt payments on foreign loans and 
drying up of external inflows from 
bilateral and multilateral sources,” 
said an analyst.

Pakistan’s ministry of energy 
and the Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority in a separate letter to 
the central bank said attention had 
been drawn toward insufficiency of 
credit lines and reluctance of banks 
to open L/Cs for oil imports due to 

default decision noting that MSC 
had sought diligently to persuade 
the FMC to invoke the procedures 
required to fully comply with both 
U.S. and Swiss law when producing 
documents. They cited stipulations 
under the Shipping Act that call for 
the U.S. State Department to work 
with Swiss officials in cases such 
as this to resolve the process for 
obtaining the information needed 
for the case. “MSC has proposed 
this process to the FMC as a means 
to resolve the discovery dispute 
and allow the case to be decided 
on the merits, and has received 
confirmation from the Swiss 
government that the agreed upon 
treaty procedures must be used.”

“By its terms, the decision does 
not address the merits of any of 
the claims against MSC, and MSC 
continues to believe that the claims 
are meritless,” the carrier asserted 
in its statement. “MCS Industries is 
seeking to hold MSC liable for not 
carrying cargo MCS never asked it 
to carry, and the decision to award 
it damages for harm it has never 
proved is in error.”

The shipper in its original 
complaint brought against both 
MSC and COSCO alleged that the 
companies colluded to artificially 
restrict capacity by blanking 
sailings citing factors such as port 
congestion and other factors outside 
their control. They alleged that the 

various apprehensions.
They have requested the State 

Bank to urgently intervene and ask 
the banks to help open L/Cs for 
imports of fuels, including lubricants, 
to avert any risk of fuel shortages in 
the country, the letter added.

Pakistan’s potential domestic fuel 
supply crunch closely resembles 
Southeast Asia’s struggle to procure 
adequate supplies of middle distillate 
products during second-half 2022. The 
dollar strengthened sharply against 
several Southeast Asian currencies, 
including Vietnamese dong and 
Indonesian rupiah in the fourth-quarter 
2022. Many small-scale trading 
companies in the region struggled to 
finance dollars from local banks to 
conduct their import and distribution 
businesses, S&P Global Commodity 
Insights reported previously.

Slowing sales
Pakistan’s motor gasoline sales 

in December fell 11% year on year 
to 620,000 mt, diesel consumption 
decreased 15% to 520,000 mt 
and fuel oil fell by 3% to 120,000 
mt, according to data from the Oil 
Companies Advisory Council.

In the six months ended Dec. 31, 
2022, sales of motor gasoline declined 
15% year on year to 3.83 million mt, 
compared with 4.51 million mt during 
the same period a year earlier. Diesel 
sales dropped 23% to 3.36 million mt 
and fuel oil fell 24% to 1.45 million 
mt, the data showed.

Tahir Abbas, head of research 
at brokerage Arif Habib, said the 
country was witnessing a slowdown 
in economic activity amid weak 
industrial output, leading to a 
decline in overall consumption. 
Higher petroleum products prices, 
a decline in automotive sales and 
lower demand from fuel oil-fired 
power plants had squeezed overall 
products sales, Abbas added.  

shipping lines’ actions drove prices 
higher in the spot market and by 
denying service to shippers with 
contracts such as MCS they had 
to pay the high prices in the spot 
market to transport their containers. 

COSCO reached a confidential 
settlement with the shipper but MSC 
has repeatedly said the claims were 
without merit. MCS Industries refiled 
the complaint with the FMC against 
MSC focusing on the higher costs 
incurred due to the denial of service 
under the long-term freight contract. 

 MSC in its statement repeated 
that it has investigated the matter 
and has concluded that MCS 
Industries’ difficulties with its 
cargo bookings arose from errors 
and communication issues between 
MCS Industries and third-party 
intermediaries, and not from any 
wrongdoing by MSC.  

Judge Wirth concluded that MSC 
was making selective disclosures 
during the discovery. While 
providing information on canceled 
sailing from Tianjin and Quingdao, 
the judge’s opinion said the carrier 
had not produced the documents and 
communications that would show 
why sailings were canceled.

The judge’s decision was served 
on January 13 and according to the 
rules, MSC may file exceptions to 
the decision within 22 days. The 
FMC would then take up the matter 
and review the decision.

UN officials reported the 
latest hurdle in their plan 
to remove the oil stored 

on a decaying tanker off the coast 
of Yemen is finding and affording 
a tanker to receive the oil. In a 
briefing at UN headquarters, they 
said they are making good progress 
both in the financing and planning 
for the effort, but that the cost and 
availability of tankers is their latest 
challenge. France earlier this week 
said it was increasing its financial 
contribution to help with the 
increased cost of the plan.

“The availability of very large 
crude carriers has decreased in the 
past six months, basically due to 
events having to do with the war in 
Ukraine,” said Farhan Haq, Deputy 
Spokesperson for the UN Secretary-
General. “So, just as we were 
gearing up for operations, the cost to 
both lease and purchase this type of 
vessel increased. A very large crude 
carrier now costs about 50 percent 
more than what’s budgeted in the 
original plan. So, we have some 
additional expenses and it’s a little 
bit harder finding the right ships, but 
we’re proceeding with the work.”

After prolonged negotiations 
between all the factions, the UN 
reached an agreement that calls for 
the transfer of the oil from the FSO 
Safer to a replacement tanker until 
a permanent storage solution can be 
reached. The Safer is a 1970s-vintage 
oil tanker that was converted into 
an FSO in 1987, but 
work on the vessel 
stopped in 2015 due 
to the civil war. There 
are over one million 
barrels of oil stored 
aboard while only a 
skeleton crew with 
limited resources has 
been left to hold the 
systems together and 
prevent a catastrophic 
oil spill.

“All of the technical expertise 
is in place to undertake the 
procurement for the complex 
operation,” Hag said during the 
January 17 press briefing. “This 
includes a marine management 
consultancy firm, maritime legal 
firm, insurance and ship brokers, 
and oil spill experts. The contracting 
of the salvage company that will 
carry out the emergency operation is 
at an advanced stage.”

The UN is working with a 
maritime broker and other partners 
to find a workable solution for the 
tanker to store the oil. The plan 
called for temporary storage until 
a permanent solution was provided 
to the Houthi rebels which claim 
the oil as their property because of 
their control of the oil region and 
area where the ship is anchored off 
Yemen. The UN says it remains 
confident the work can begin in the 
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coming months.
The French government 

responded to the latest developments 
by increasing its contribution to the 
UN-led rescue plan. France is making 
an extra contribution of €1 million 
bringing its total contribution to 
€2.26 million (nearly $2.5 million). 

A French Foreign Ministry 
statement said that increasing its 
funding commitments to the Safer’s 
rescue plan illustrates the country’s 
commitment to protecting the 
environment in the Red Sea region 
and its steadfast support for the UN-
led rescue plan. “France calls on 
the Houthis, who currently control 
the Safer tanker, to cooperate fully 
with the United Nations on the 
implementation of the rescue plan,” 
said the statement.

The UN reports to date it 
has received $73 million of the 
pledges that total more than $84 
million coming from countries, 
corporations, and individuals in a 
crowdfunding campaign. Haq said 
that additional funding from the 
private sector is expected soon, 
and with the pledges received the 
UN has been able to begin essential 
preparatory work.

Apart from funding for the 
emergency operation, the UN plan 
initially estimated that an additional 
$38 million would be required for 
the installation of safe long-term 
replacement capacity for the Safer 
during Phase II of the operation. 
The oil would remain in Yemen, 
while the Safer would be removed 

and sold for scrap with the proceeds 
used to partially offset the cost of 
the salvage operation.

The UN has warned that failure 
to act now would result in an oil 
spill whose impacts would be an 
environmental and humanitarian 
catastrophe cutting across the 
destruction of pristine reefs, coastal 
mangroves, and other sea life across 
the Red Sea, exposing millions of 
people to highly polluted air and 
cutting off food, fuel and other 
life-saving supplies to Yemen, a 
war-torn country where 17 million 
people already need food aid. 
Coastal communities would be hit 
hardest with hundreds of thousands 
of jobs in the fishing industry being 
lost. The UN estimates it would take 
25 years for fish stocks to recover 
while the cost of cleanup alone 
would be a staggering $20 billion if 
the Safer were to rupture. 

UN Struggles To Find 
Tanker For Oil Transfer 

From FSO Safer Off Yemen
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Transit cargo turnover through Turkmenbashi 
International Sea Port increased by 2.5 times in 2022

Shipping company Havila stops carrying  
electric cars due to safety – CarBuzz

Liquid Wind partners with Umea Energi to set up third 
electrofuel facility for maritime sector

In January-December 2022, the volume of transit cargo transported through 
the International Sea Port of Turkmenbashi increased by 2.5 times compared 
to the same period last year, according to “Türkmendeňizderýaýollary” 
Agency.

Among the main transit goods are oil products, chemical cargoes, building 
materials, metals and metal cargoes, machinery and spare parts, food products, 
etc.

The increase in transit was facilitated by the systematic introduction of 
digital technologies and services in accordance with previously adopted state 
programs, the improvement of the activities of the Turkmenbashi International 
Sea Port and the dialogue with interested international logistics companies in 
the region. Works to use the transport and transit potential of Turkmenistan in 
full force continue at a high pace.

The shipping company Havila Kystruten will no longer transport electrified 
vehicles on its route between the coastal cities of Bergen and Kirkenes, 
according to CarBuzz. That includes hybrids, all-electric, and hydrogen 
vehicles like the Toyota Mirai. Havila Kystruten is one of just two companies 
that transport passengers and goods on the route.

“The decision has been taken following an external risk analysis that has 
been carried out for us. The conclusion of that analysis means that we have 
decided not to take this type of car on board due to safety reasons,” said Lasse 
A. Vangstein, head of communications for Havila Kystruten.

The issue for Havila Kystruten is the firefighting capabilities on ships 
rather than the frequency of electric car fires. However, its competitor, 
Hurtigruten, has no such qualms.

“We have been transporting cars between all the ports for 40 years, and 
it is going just fine. We have no plans to stop doing that,” said Hurtigruten 
spokesperson Martin Henriksen.

Until recently, Havila Kystruten had a monopoly on operating scheduled 
traffic between Bergen and Kirkenes, but that ended in 2018. It doesn’t appear 
to be a proactive move, though, as the popularity of electric cars in Norway is 
one of the highest in the world.

A feasibility study carried out by Liquid Wind in partnership with Umeå 
Energi confirms that there are excellent conditions for establishing Sweden’s 
third electrofuel facility for the maritime sector at the Dåva cogeneration 
plant in Umeå, according to the company’s release.

“We are looking forward to our partnership with Umeå Energi and their 
future-oriented vision which results in the possibility to jointly establish 
the first electrofuel facility in Region Västerbotten. The Dåva facility will 
follow the Örnsköldsvik and Sundsvall facilities already being developed in 
Västernorrland. The transition to electrofuels in the maritime sector which 
uses 300 million tons of fossil fuels every year is very urgent. With electrofuel 
replacing today’s fossil fuels, carbon dioxide emissions can be reduced by 
over 90%”, says Claes Fredriksson, CEO and founder of Liquid Wind.

“As an energy company we play an important role in reducing both 
society’s climate footprint and the footprint from our operations. Capturing 
the carbon dioxide from the Dåva cogeneration plant will allow us to take 
yet another step towards circularity. Umeå Municipality has pledged that the 
city of Umeå will be climate neutral by 2030, and the municipality itself by 
2040. The establishment of an electrofuel production plant at Dåva could be 
an important step in that direction”, says Jan Ridfeldt, CEO Umeå Energi.

All documents required for an investment decision are planned to be ready 
in 2024, with an expected production start in 2026.

AD Ports Group (ADX: 
ADPORTS) has continued 
its sustained strategy of 

global expansion, signing key 
strategic agreements with Angolan 
organisations to enhance maritime 
connectivity along Africa’s west 
coast.

In the presence of Sheikh 
Shakhbout bin Nahyan Al Nahyan, 
Minister of State during Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week 2023, AD Ports 
Group entered into a framework 
agreement with the Ministry of 
Transport of the Republic of Angola 
to begin collaboration on the 
development of maritime services 
and infrastructure across the country.

The Group has also entered into 
a Head of Terms agreement to form 
a joint venture with state-owned 
logistics and transportation company 
UNICARGAS, which manages the 
multipurpose terminal at the Port of 
Luanda, Angola’s busiest port that 
handles more than 70 percent of the 
country’s international imports and 80 
percent of its non-petroleum exports.

The new joint venture, with 
majority ownership by AD Ports 
Group, will work to modernise, 
manage, operate the multipurpose 
terminal and the logistic business of 
UNICARGAS.

Areas highlighted under the 
strategic framework agreement with 
the Ministry for potential future 

Italy’s T. Mariotti shipyard has 
signed a contract to build a new 
luxury yacht cruise ship which 

is being promoted as the first resort 
at sea. The cruise ship will be built 
for Neptune Co., which is a joint 
venture between the luxury hotel 
and resort Aman Group and Cruise 
Saudi. Aman becomes the fourth 
luxury hotel company to enter an 
emerging new segment of the cruise 
industry.

Plans for the cruise ship, which 
is known as Project Sama, were 
announced in December 2021 as part 
of the launch of the joint venture. 
They called their plans for the cruise 
ship the first of its kind to launch a 
luxury motor yacht. According to 
the companies, it is a unique new 
concept in the ultra-luxury resort at 
sea niche, occupying a space in the 
luxury market that has not yet been 
explored.

The cruise ship will be 
approximately 600 feet long and 
23,000 gross tons. It will feature 
just 50 suites, each with a private 
balcony. When they first announced 
the project 15 months ago, the 
companies said the ship will also 
have an array of dining options, 
including an informal all-day 

Mumbai
Port Wings News Network

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

AD Ports Group Signs Major Maritime and Port 
Framework Agreements with Angolan Organisations

Mariotti To Build Luxury Cruise Yacht  
For Aman And Cruise Saudi

joint investment and development 
include ferry and cabotage services, 
maritime passenger terminals, and 
logistics platforms, as well as a 
Maritime Academy in Angola. The 
framework agreement also covers 
plans to consider development of 
the Caio Deepwater Terminal at 
Cabinda Port, located in Angola’s 
oil-rich northwest region.

AD Ports Group’s new 
agreements in Angola 
have the potential to 
significantly boost the 
country’s maritime 
industry. With Angola’s oil 
and gas sector contributing 
approximately 50 percent 
of the republic’s GDP, 
and 90 percent of exports, 

the energy sector in particular is 
likely to benefit considerably from 
improved connectivity.

Capt. Mohamed Juma Al 
Shamisi, Managing Director and 
Group CEO, AD Ports Group, 
said: “Our collaboration with the 
Republic of Angola demonstrates 
AD Ports Group’s commitment to 
supporting the UAE’s strong and 
evolving relationship with Angola 
in line with the directions of our 
wise leadership.

“We are focused on building fast 
and efficient maritime trade routes, 
and we are pleased to bring our 
robust knowledge base to Angola 
and the ports located on Africa’s 
west coast. These agreements reflect 
the trust the Ministry of Transport 
and the team at UNICARGAS have 
placed in us, and in our ability to 
contribute to Angola’s economic 
growth plans.”

Ricardo Viegas D´Abreu, 
Minister for Transport of the 
Republic of Angola commented: 
“The development of the Republic of 
Angola’s port infrastructure is a key 

restaurant and international dining 
options as well as a relaxed club 
and lounge, and an Aman-style 
luxury spa complete with a Japanese 
relaxation garden. Other amenities 
for the passengers include two 
helipads and a stern beach club.

Mariotti reports the ship will 
feature its first-dual fuel power 
capable of exceeding existing 
environmental standards when 
the ship is delivered in 2026 and 
well into the future. Long known 
for building luxury cruise ships, 
including Seabourn Cruise Line’s 
ships, Mariotti says it will use its 
expertise in luxury ships as well 
as drawing on a broad array of 
local suppliers and subcontractors. 
Mariotti is currently completing 
construction on the second of two 
deluxe expedition cruise ships, 
the Seabourn Pursuit, for Carnival 
Corporation’s Seabourn Cruise 
Line.

The exterior profile and guest 
accommodations for the cruise 
ship are being designed by Yacht 
Designers, SINOT.  Among the 
suppliers and subcontractors who 
will be working with T. Mariotti are 
Dewave, who will be responsible 
for luxury interior finishing, and 
Ortec Santamaria for the electrical 
systems.

priority of our 2023-2027 National 
Development Plan. Modernising our 
port infrastructure is a vital step for 
Angola to maximise the potential of 
our natural resources and promote 
economic growth for the benefit 
of our people. We are delighted to 
enter into the framework agreement 
with AD Ports Group and to benefit 
from its established knowledge 
and expertise as a global maritime 
player.”

Mohamed Eidha Tannaf 
AlMenhali, Regional CEO – Africa, 
AD Ports Group, said: “We are 
pleased to participate in the new joint 
venture to enhance and operate the 
multipurpose terminal at the Port of 
Luanda, leveraging the expertise we 
have developed at ports in the UAE 
and wider region. Working with 
UNICARGAS, we see significant 
opportunities to increase efficiency 
and boost capacity, deploying the 
latest innovations to enhance service 
levels and turnaround times.”   

Joaquim Nazaré Pimentel da 
Piedade, Management Committee 
Coordinator, UNICARGAS, said: 
“Our aim is to develop a state-of-the-
art multipurpose terminal to enhance 
the Port of Luanda’s position as 
Angola’s busiest port, to accelerate 
trade flows and contribute to 
economic growth. We are delighted 
to work with AD Ports Group, which 
has the technical and operational 
expertise to take services at the 
terminal to the next level.”

Angola is considered the sixth 
largest economy in sub-Saharan 
Africa, with a GDP of US$ 74 
billion. Well positioned to benefit 
from increased maritime trade, the 
Republic of Angola offers 1,600km 
of Atlantic Ocean coastline, with 
five major operational ports, located 
at Luanda, Cabinda, Lobito, Soyo, 
and Namibe.

Aman is a global leader in 
luxury hotels and resorts tracing its 
roots to its first property in Phuket, 
Thailand in 1988. Currently, the 
group operates 34 hotels, resorts, 
and residential developments in 20 
countries. Locations range from 
France, Italy, China, India, and 
Indonesia, with the company’s first 
U.S. location opened in New York in 
2022, and locations in Beverly Hill 
and Miami Beach are coming soon.

Cruise Saudi, which is backed by 
Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment 
Fund as a shareholder was launched 
to promote and grow the cruise and 
tourism industry in Saudi Arabia. 
The company has previously said 
it is targeting having five cruise 
ports operating in the country 
and surpassing one million cruise 
passengers by 2028.

Luxury hotel groups are moving 
to join the rapid growth in the 
high-end ultra-luxury segment of 
cruising. The first Ritz Carlton 
branded cruise ship entered service 
in 2022 with two more cruise ships 
on order for the line. The Four 
Seasons group also ordered a luxury 
cruise ship to be built by Fincantieri 
while Accor’s Orient Express brand 
recently announced plans for two 
luxury, sail-powered cruise ships to 
be built at Chantiers de l’Atlantique.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
19th Jan. 2023Notification  No.05/2023 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  57.50  55.10 
2. Bahraini Dinar  222.75  209.45 
3. Canadian Dollar  61.30  59.30 
4. Chinese Yuan  12.20  11.85 
5. Danish Kroner  12.00  11.60 
6. EURO  89.45  86.35 
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.60  10.20 
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  275.10  258.60 
9. New Zealand Dollar  53.70  51.30 
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.30  8.05 
11. Pound Sterling  102.10  98.70 
12. Qatari Riyal  23.05  21.50 
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  22.35  21.00 
14. Singapore Dollar  62.60  60.55 
15. South African Rand  4.90  4.60 
16. Swedish Kroner  8.00  7.75 
17. Swiss Franc  90.55  87.15 
18. Turkish Lira  4.45  4.20 
19. UAE Dirham  22.85  21.50 
20. US Dollar  82.30  80.55 
21. Japanese Yen (100) 64.50  62.40 
22. Korean Won (100) 6.80  6.40 
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Tianjin Port Group and Huawei 
announced this week that 
the two companies will 

deepen cooperation to build a 
digital twin of the port, making it 
more automated and intelligent. 
Yang Jiemin, Vice President of 
Tianjin Port Group, explained that 
this plan consists of three parts: 
Construction of new automated 
terminals, upgrading of traditional 
terminals, and comprehensive 
digital transformation.

The Section C Terminal in the 
Beijiang Port Area of the Port of 
Tianjin was the world’s first smart, 
zero-carbon port terminal. It entered 
large-scale commercial operations 
in October 2021, and has been stably 
operating ever since. 5G and L4 
autonomous driving technologies 
are applied at this terminal to make it 
both safer and more efficient. At the 
terminal, container cranes operate 
automatically and intelligent robots 
of the horizontal transportation 
system frequently come and go. 
Remotely controlled quay cranes lift 
loaded containers from cargo ships 
and put them onto the intelligent 
robots for horizontal transportation. 
Supported by the BeiDou 
Navigation Satellite System, these 
robots are guided to automatic 
locking/unlocking stations to unlock 
containers and then to the container 
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Tianjin Port Group, Huawei Announce Deepening 
Cooperation To Build Digital Twin of Port

yard along optimal driving routes 
that are calculated in real time. The 
entire process runs smoothly.

Yang Jiemin explained how 
the new solution, which combines 
5G and L4 autonomous driving 
technologies, has for the first time 
been put into large-scale commercial 
application in a partially public 
scenario at the Section C Terminal. 
This has provided a new model for 
upgrading and transforming existing 
traditional container terminals 
worldwide. “These innovations 
being used at the Port of Tianjin 
are having a huge impact on the 
port industry, creating new value 
for ports by improving operating 
environments, driving green and 
low-carbon development, and 
increasing operational efficiency. 
We believe that these practices will 
promote the intelligent development 
of the global port industry,” said 
Yang.

Yue Kun, CTO of Huawei’s 
Smart Road, Waterway & Port BU, 
stated, “Ports are a vital link in 
maritime transportation, connecting 
trade and supply markets across the 
globe. Building more efficient smart 
ports is becoming an increasingly 
pressing requirement for the global 
supply chain. Section C Terminal 
of the Port of Tianjin has now 
been operating stably for over one 
year. This proves that 5G and L4 
autonomous driving have already 

been successfully adopted by 
industries in China, and are creating 
true commercial and social value.” 
Yue believes that this progress will 
benefit various industries, with next-
generation digital technologies, 
such as 5G and AI, combined to 
solve industry problems, promote 
digital industry transformation 
and upgrading, and generate social 
value.

As a major modern port, the Port 
of Tianjin boasts 300,000-ton-class 
terminals with a channel depth of 22 
m. It has 213 berths of various types. 
In 2022, its container throughput 
exceeded 21 million TEUs, ranking 
among the top 10 ports worldwide.

The Port of Tianjin is located at 
the western end of Bohai Bay in 
Binhai New Area, Tianjin, China, 
serving as a link between Northeast 
Asia and Central and Western Asia. 
It is also an important stop along the 
New Eurasia Land Bridge Economic 
Corridor and an international hub for 
China’s opening-up to the outside 
world.

In 2022, its container throughput 
exceeded 21 million TEUs, ranking 
among the top 10 ports worldwide. 
As a major modern port, the Port 
of Tianjin boasts 300,000-ton-class 
terminals with a channel depth of 22 
m. It has 213 berths of various types, 
and mainly comprises six areas: 
Beijiang, Dongjiang, Nanjiang, 
Dagukou, Gaoshaling, and Dagang.
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Shri. Sudhansh Pant, IAS, 
Officer on Special Duty, 
Ministry of Ports, 

Shipping & Waterways, 
Government of India, was 
welcomed at Chennai Port 
by Shri. Sunil Paliwal, IAS, 
Chairperson, and Shri S. 
Balaji Arunkumar, IRTS, 
Dy.Chairperson, Chennai 
Port Authority, with their 
team on 21 January 2023.

During the visit, Shri 
Sudhansh Pant, IAS, has 
unveiled the new 20 m high 
flag mast and hoisted the 
National Flag. 

Further, he laid 
foundation stones for 
development of Buffer 
Parking yard for Container 
Trailers at the back up area 
at Berth No. 24B at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 52.85 
Cr. and for construction 
of sewage treatment plant 
(STP) of 90 KLD Capacity 
on advanced MBBR 
Technology with PVA Gel Media, at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 1.57 Cr. 

During the visit inside the 
Harbour Port Area, Shri. Sudhansh 

Pant, IAS participated in tree 
plantation and visited the Bunker 
Berth, Buffer parking yard, 
Cruise Terminal, and inspected 

the renovation of Shed at JD III. 
The OSD (MoPSW) reviewed the 
performance of the Port and praised 
the efforts of the Chennai Port.

OSD From Shipping Ministry 
Visits Chennai Port
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TUTICORIN
5A/180A, Caldwell Colony, 2nd West Street, Tuticorin-628 008
Tel: 0461-2375842 Telefax: 0461-2375842
Mob: +91 98430 34511 Email: kskanthan@ksrindia.net  

PETRAPOlE
Jatindra Bhavan, Petrapole, Land Phone-(03215)-245087.
CTC – Sujay Neogi – +91 9073365079 & +91 9153146072
Subha -  +91 8348608738  Email: cs.ccu@ksrindia.net

TIRUPUR
#19/171, Stanes Road, Third Street,  
Odakkadu, Tirupur - 641 602  Mobile : +91 89396 54353

BhOPAl
Flat No. Tf - 8, Nanksh Tower, Ward No.1, Depa Nagar,  
Mandideep, Bhopal - 462046

NEW DElhI
Plot #100, Khasra # 625, Ground Floor, Nr. Tata Telco Warehouse,  
B/s. Blue Bird School, Rangpuri Extension, New Delhi-110037,India
Tel: +91 (11) 65052500 Mobile :+ 91 9810579023

vISAkhAPATNAM
No. 31-38-17, Rajiv Nagar, Rasalama Colony, Duvvada,  
Visakhapatnam - 530 046. Tel: +91 (891)2574990 / 2705072 
Mob: +91 90003 33475 E-mail: giribabu@ksrindia.net

MUMBAI
No.220, NBC Complex, Plot No.43, Sector-11 CBD Belapur (West),  
Navi Mumbai - 400614. India. Tel: +91 (22) 27564120/30 E-mail: sarika@ksrindia.net

GUDUR
No: 12/74 Ankamma Street, Gamallapalem, Gudur-524101.  
Tel No: 08624 221500 Mob: +91 80086 66691

COChIN
Voltas Building, Door No.XXIV/1375, Plot No.37 & 38, 1st Floor,  
Venkataraman Road, Willington Island, Kochi 682 003 Mobile: 08008333428 
Email: sreekumar@ligilogistics.com

CORPORATE OffICE: ChENNAI:
No.48/39, Rajaji Salai, Wavoo Mansion, 6th Floor, Parrys, Chennai - 600001. 

Tel: +91 (44) 25243623-28  Fax: +91 (44) 25243629 E-mail: admin@ksrindia.net

•  AUTHORISED ECONOMIC  OPERATOR
• CUSTOMS BROKER
• FREIGHT FORWARDER • FLEET OPERATOR
•  SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT

• WAREHOUSING
•  VALUE ADDED  EXPORT SERVICES
• 3 PL SERVICES • VESSEL CHARTERING 
• VESSEL HANDLING • TURNKEY PROJECT

OUR SERVICES

FumiGATiON SeRViCeS pVT LTD.,
v  India’s 1st Fumigation company to be  accredited  

with NSPM 12 Standards
v  Fumigation of wooden packing material as per  

ISPM 15 standards
v  Heat treatment for wooden packing material
v  AFAS accredited fumigation agency (Australian Quarantine)
v	 	Phyto	Sanitary	Certificate	Arrangements
v  Container Fumigation 
v  Ship Fumigation Experts
v  Ware House Fumigation 
v  Disinfestation of Vessels
v  All Type of Residential & Commercial Pest Control Services

Experts in wooden pallet fumigation and heat Treatment

Please Contact for your requirements:

No.1, Buddu Street, 3rd floor, P.B.No. 1846, Chennai - 600 001
fUMIGATION SERvICES PvT lTD.,

Phone: E-mail:

4242 7777, 2521 3409, 2522 1241 for Booking : booking@fumi.in

2521 7488, 2224 2175  for PQ Arrangements : pqfumigation@fumi.in

2522 0626, 2522 5061, 2524 0672 for New Enquires : fumi@fumi.in

Branches:
Bangalore, Coimbatore, Cochin, Delhi, Guntur, hyderabad, kakinada, Mangalore, 

Mumbai, Tuticorin, vizag, Mundra, Gandhidham, Salem, krishnapatnam

www.fumigationservice.com
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