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Modi launches ‘MV Ganga Vilas’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the world’s 
longest river cruise ‘MV 

Ganga Vilas’ and tent city in his 
Lok Sabha constituency Varanasi 
via video conferencing. He flagged 
off the world’s longest river cruise 
MV Ganga Vilas between Varanasi 
in Uttar Pradesh and Dibrugarh in 
Assam.

The Prime Minister then 
inaugurated the Haldia Multi-Modal 
Terminal and the Community Jetty 
of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. He also 

inaugurated a ship repair facility 
and an elevated road at Pandu 
Terminal in Guwahati.

In his address after the 
inauguration on Friday, PM Modi 
said that the river cruise will 
create a new light of development 
wherever it passes. He said that 
similar arrangements for cruise 
tourism in the river waterways are 
being prepared across the country.

Union Minister for Ports, 
Shipping, and Waterways 
Sarbananda Sonowal and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath were present at the 
event. Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi 

Yadav, Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, and the 
Prime Minister attended the 
inauguration ceremony through 
video conferencing.

In his address, PM Modi said, 
“This Ganga Vilas Cruise will 
provide all kinds of facilities during 
the journey of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
West Bengal, Bangladesh, and 
Assam. This cruise journey is going 
to bring many new experiences 
together. This Ganga Vilas cruise 
will pass through 25 different rivers 
and is also a great opportunity for 
those who want to experience the 

rich cuisine of India. That is, we 
will see a wonderful confluence of 
India’s heritage and modernity in 
this journey.”

About the river Ganga, PM 
Modi said, “The River Ganga is 
not just a stream of water for us, 
but has been witness to ascetics 
since ancient times. Mother Ganga 
has always nourished and inspired 
Indians. The Ganga belt lagged 
behind after independence. Lakhs 
of people migrated, and it was 
necessary to change this situation 
so we started working with new 
thinking. On the one hand, he 
worked for the cleanliness of Ganga 
through Namami Gange Project, 

on the other hand, we also worked 
on Arth Ganga and created a new 
environment of economic activity.”

Pm Modi further said, “In 
2014, there were only 5 national 
waterways in India, today work is 
being done to develop 111 national 
waterways in 24 states. Services 
are running on about two dozen of 
these waterways. With the amazing 
tent city built across the Ganga in 
Kashi, tourists and devotees from 
all over the country and the world 
have got another major reason to 
come and stay there.”

PM Modi added, “This new 
era of cruise tourism will 
give new employment-self-
employment opportunities 
to our young friends in 
this sector. This will be an 
attraction for foreign tourists. 
Tourists from the country 
who used to go abroad for 
such experiences earlier, will 
also now be able to move to 

east and northeast India.”
PM Modi said, “This cruise will 

bring a new light of development 
wherever it passes. Apart from long 
river cruises between cities, we are 
also promoting shorter cruises in 
different cities. Such a system is 
going on in Kashi too. From budget 
to luxury cruises, attention is being 
paid to every type of facility.”

Measuring 62.5 m (length), 
12.8 m (width), and 1.35 m (draft), 
Ganga Vilas is the first river cruise 
ship built in India, according to 
authorities. The ship has 18 suits, 
along with various facilities and 
amenities like a restaurant, spa, and 
sundeck.

Paradip Port achieved yet 
another 100 Million Metric 
Tonnes (MMT) of cargo 

handling sixth year in a row. 
It once again repeated 

the feat by crossing the 100 
MMT mark in succession and 
achieved cargo throughput of 
100.22 MMT till 9 January 
in the current fiscal. Notably, 
last year the coveted mark of 
100 MMT was achieved on 
February 18th’ 2022. Thus 
by, the record was achieved 
in 40 days in advance i.e in 284 days 
in current fiscal against 324 days last 
financial year by exhibiting 15.77 % 
growth in total cargo throughput till 
date.

The Port is poised to set all time 
record cargo handling of more 
than 125 MMT in current fiscal. 
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Various system improvement 
measures, introduced by the port 
during this year, fuelled growth. 
Coastal Thermal Coal handling 
has shown a remarkable 58.11% 

growth in comparison to 
previous fiscal and it also 
constitutes about 31.56% 
of total cargo volume 
handled at the Port. 
Paradip port is emerging 
as a coastal shipping 
hub of the country and 
has plans even to coastal 
ship thermal coal to 
power houses, located 
in Rajasthan, UP and 

Haryana.
Marking the occasion, symbolic 

cake cutting was done on 10 
January at Board Room by Shri 
P.L. Haranadh, Chairman, PPA in 
presence of Shri A.K. Bose, Dy. 
Chairman and other HoDs and Dy. 
HoDs.

For the above feat, Shri 
Haranadh, Chairman, PPA expressed 
his gratitude to Shri Sarbananda 
Sonowal, Minister of MoPSW 
under whose dynamic leadership 
and guidance, PPA could turn a new 
chapter. 

He congratulated all Officers/
Employees, the user industries, 
Stevedores, Steamer Agents, Trade 
Unions, PPP Operators to have 
their continued faith in the ability of 
the Port to serve them.  Chairman, 
PPA also takes the pleasure of 
appreciating the support of Govt. 
authorities like Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping & Waterways (GoI), 
Govt. of Odisha, Indian Railways, 
Customs, Immigration Department, 
Dock Safety, MMD as well as 
the partnership with all Service 
Providers/Terminal Operators for 
their sustained effort.

Fastest Ever Century in Cargo 
Handling by Paradip Port: Sixth Year 
in a row; PPA achieves 100.22 MMT 

Mark in Cargo Handling
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Boskalis has acquired the 
contract to construct a 
large offshore windfarm off 

the United States coastline. The 
Boskalis project scope includes the 
transportation and installation of 
the wind turbine foundations and 
power cables for which two crane 
vessels, several transport and cable-
laying vessels will be deployed. The 
contract marks a special milestone 
for Boskalis as this is the 100th 
offshore windfarm project that 
Boskalis has worked on over the 
past decade.

The award of this project follows 
a busy year for Boskalis in the 
offshore wind market. The crane 
vessels Bokalift 1 and 2, as well 
as the fallpipe vessel Seahorse 
were active on various projects in 
Taiwan, and with the survey fleet 
site investigation campaigns were 
carried out for numerous offshore 
wind projects in the United States 
and Europe, where Boskalis was 
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Boskalis Takes On Its Hundredth 
Offshore Windfarm Project

also active with its cable-laying 
vessels.

Peter Berdowski, CEO Boskalis: 
“We are proud to have reached the 
milestone of our 100th offshore 
wind farm with the award of this 
wonderful project. It illustrates the 
leading role we have established in 
the offshore wind market over the 
past decade. In those ten years, we 
were involved in the realization of 
almost half of all offshore wind farms 
worldwide, excluding the Chinese 
market. With our combination of 
hydraulic engineering and offshore 
activities, we are making a unique 
contribution to the global energy 
transition.”

Boskalis is a leading global 
services provider operating in the 
dredging, maritime infrastructure 
and maritime services sectors. The 
company provides creative and 
innovative all-round solutions to 
infrastructural challenges in the 
maritime, coastal and delta regions 
of the world. With core activities 
such as coastal defense, riverbank 

protection and land reclamation 
Boskalis is able to provide adaptive 
and mitigating solutions to combat 
the effects of climate change, such 
as extreme weather conditions and 
rising sea levels, as well as delivering 
solutions for the increasing need for 
space in coastal and delta regions 
across the world. The company 
facilitates the development of 
offshore energy infrastructure, 
including renewable wind energy. 
Boskalis is furthermore active in 
the construction and maintenance of 
ports, waterways, access channels 
and civil infrastructure, thus helping 
to facilitate trade flows and regional 
socio-economic development. 
In addition, Boskalis is a global 
marine salvage expert and has a 
strategic partnership in terminal 
services (Smit Lamnalco). With 
a versatile fleet of more than 500 
vessels and floating equipment and 
approximately 10,000 employees, 
including associates, Boskalis is 
creating new horizons around the 
world.
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Stalin Cruises to Revive Sethusamudram
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The debate on Ram Sethu, also known as Adam’s Bridge, has come up 
yet again. This time, the issue was raised by an Independent MP from 
Haryana, Kartikeya Sharma, in Rajya Sabha. In a reply to his query 

about scientific research on the structure, the government said, “If it is said 
in simple words, it is difficult to say that the real form of Ram Sethu is present 
there. However, there are some indications which suggest that the structure 
may be present there.”

To enhance economic prosperity, Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin moved a 
resolution to revive the ambitious Sethu Samudra Canal project. It proposes to 
link Palk Bay and the Gulf of Mannar between India and Sri Lanka by creating 
a shipping canal.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin on Thursday moved a resolution to 
revive the Sethu Samudra Canal project and will seek the Centre’s support 
in implementing the project. The Sethu Samudra Canal project is seen as an 
ambitious project by the ruling DMK government as it would create a shipping 
route between India and Sri Lanka. The ambitious project proposes to link the 
Palk Bay and the Gulf of Mannar between India and Sri Lanka by creating a 
shipping canal. The resolution was passed unanimously.

“Due to political reasons, BJP opposed Sethusamudram Project. Former 
CM of TN, Jayalalitha was in favour of this project but suddenly changed her 
stand & filed a case against it,” the CM said while moving the resolution.

But the project has faced stiff opposition from pro-Hindu groups fearing that 
it may damage Ram Setu bridge, which connects Rameswaram to the Mannar 
island of Sri Lanka.

M K Stalin batted for reviving the project for the economic prosperity of the 
nation and enhancing the freight handling capacity of Indian ports.

The project, which was started on July 2, 2005, at an estimated cost of Rs 
2,500 crore, came to a standstill after protests by environmentalists and Hindu 
activists against the demolition of the Ram Sethu, a symbol of heritage. The 
DMK had, in the run-up to the 2021 Assembly election, promised to complete 
the project when it comes to power to bring economic benefits to the state.

The chief minister had earlier accused the BJP government at the Centre 
of shelving the project under religious pretext. He said there would have been 
tremendous development had the project launched during the UPA regime 
been allowed. Also, the livelihood of fishermen and the coastal economy would 
have improved, he said.

The Sethu Samudra Canal project is essential to strengthen the economic 
development of Tamil Nadu and India. The project was originally conceived 
in the year 1860 by Commander Taylor at a cost of Rs 50 lakh. The project 
had been studied for years and was designed by various technical experts 
like Dr Ramasamy Mudaliar from Tamil Nadu in the year 1954. During the 
Union Cabinet meeting held in 1964 and the high-level committee under the 
chairmanship of Dr Nagendra Singh, ICS in 1964. Various alignments were 
evaluated and project reports were prepared to implement the scheme without 
being detrimental to the environment.

During the regime of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government, 
the then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had given permission to conduct 
the feasibility study of the project. The project was sanctioned in 2004 when 
the UPA government was in power.

Later on, the project was inaugurated by the then Prime Minister Dr 
Manmohan Singh in the presence of former Tamil Nadu CM M Karunanidhi 
and president of the UPA alliance Sonia Gandhi.

If implemented, the project would uplift the economy of Tamil Nadu, flourish 
the southern districts and would generate employment opportunities for the 
youth, Stalin opined.

Expressing concern over the Union government’s stand on the project, the 
House said that the continued delay in the execution of the project would be 
a stumbling block to the development and growth of Tamil Nadu. The House 
also expressed concerns that the attempts to further delay the implementation 
of this project by certain forces are against the interest of the nation’s growth.

Considering this, this House resolved that the Union Government should 
immediately come forward to implement this important Sethu Samudra Canal 
project without any further delay and the state government would provide all 
cooperation for the implementation of the project.
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India hosted a special virtual 
Summit - “Voice of Global 
South Summit” under the theme 

“Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose” 
on 12-13 January 2023. The 
Summit encompassed inaugural 
and concluding sessions at Head 
of State / Government level, and 
hosted by the Prime Minister, and 
8 Ministerial sessions hosted by 
respective Cabinet Ministers of 
India.

Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal, hosted 
the Commerce and Trade Ministers’ 
Session, today, on the theme - 
‘Developing Synergies in the 
South: Trade, Technology, Tourism, 
Resources’. Hon’ble Ministers 
from 13 countries, namely, Benin, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, 
Central African Republic, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Gabon, Haiti, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, South Sudan, Timor 
Leste, and Zimbabwe, participated 
in the Session.

Delivering his opening remarks, 
the Minister called upon countries 
of Global South to forge new 
partnerships and mechanisms 
so that the voice of the Global 
South is reflected on the decision-
making table. The Minister said the 
objective of the Summit is to pay 
attention to the issues pertaining to 
the Global South and those issues 
before key global forums like 
G20, the UN and other multilateral 
settings. Touching upon the theme 
of the Session, Shri Goyal said these 
are the key pillars for development 
of the countries of the South.
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Piyush Goyal Calls For Forging New Partnerships  
Among Countries Of The Global South To Build Resilient 

Supply Chains, Increase Trade And Promote Tourism
Highlighting the impact of 

COVID-19 on global trade 
and particularly on developing 
countries, he stressed upon the 
need to work together to build 
resilient supply chains. He also 
emphasised upon the need for de-
politicization of the global supply 
of essential medicines. He said, “At 
the WTO Ministerial Conference 
held in Geneva in June 2022, India, 
South Africa, and other developing 
countries worked together to 
obtain the TRIPS waiver decision 
providing equitable and affordable 
access to vaccines. We shall 
redouble our efforts at the WTO 
to get the TRIPS waiver extended 
to COVID-19 diagnostics and 
therapeutics.”

Shri Goyal highlighted that the 
countries of the Global South are 
now contributing more than half of 
the world’s economic growth with 
South-South trade touching $5.3 
trillion in 2021. In this regard, he 
urged for enhanced trade linkages 
for the mutual benefit of all our 
countries.

Mentioning that India is 
providing unilateral duty-free 
market access to the least-
developed countries (LDCs) since 
2008 through the duty-free tariff 
preference (DFTP) scheme of 
India, he said that India is also open 
to enter into Preferential Trade 
Agreements (PTAs) with interested 
countries in the South.

Calling Connectivity as a 
defining factor for success in the 
developing world, Shri Goyal spoke 
of India’s National Logistic policy 
(NLP) and the PM-Gati Shakti as 
the steps in this direction. He said 
countries of the Global South can 
work together to exchange best 

practices in models of connectivity 
that we employ in our countries.

Shri Goyal said southern 
countries are also helping to drive 
world investment. Indian companies 
are also investing abroad in a big 
way, including in the Southern 
countries. Financial cooperation 
between developing countries is 
also enabling developing countries 
to engage more in the global policy 
debates and shape the international 
agenda.

Emphasising on the use of 
technology for development, Shri 
Goyal shared India’s experience 
that an inclusive digital architecture 
can bring about socio-economic 
transformation. He cited examples 
of UPI which has transformed 
India’s Digital Payment Landscape, 
CoWIN platform which played 
a key role in the success of 
India’s COVID-19 vaccination 
programme.

On tourism, Shri Goyal noted 
developing countries are now fast 
emerging from the impact of covid, 
and the tourism sector has picked 
up in the last one year. He called for 
working together with the countries 
of the Global south to promote 
tourism. Shri Goyal noted that 
many countries of the South have 
huge deposits of these resources 
and emphasised that we should 
work closely to use such resources 
for the benefit of the South.

Shri Goyal concluded by stating 
that India is ready to share its 
development experience with the 
global South, and are eager to learn 
from other fellow countries and bring 
forth the matters of our common 
concern for further discussion 
and cooperation towards our joint 
sustainable and inclusive growth.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi held an interaction with 
noted economists and experts 

at NITI Aayog on 13 January.
The deliberations were based 

on the theme “India’s Growth 
& Resilience Amidst Global 
Headwinds”. In his remarks, 
Prime Minister noted that while 
there were risks, the emerging 
global environment offers new 
and diverse opportunities in areas 
such as digitization, energy, health 
care and agriculture. To seize these 
opportunities, public and private 
sector need to leverage synergies 
and think out of the box. Prime 
Minister applauded the success 
of the India Digital story and the 
rapid adoption of fintech across 
the country, and the potential for 
inclusive growth and development 
it promises. He underscored Nari 
Shakti as a key driver of India’s 
growth and urged to continue 
making efforts to further enable 
and boost women’s participation 
in the workforce. In the ongoing 
International Year of Millets, Prime 
Minister highlighted the need to 
promote Millets in view of their 
potential to transform the rural and 
agri sector, with their attributes such 
as being carbon neutral, conducive 

Responding to December, 
2022 Trade Data, FIEO 
President, Dr A Sakthivel 

said that merchandise exports in 
negative territory is o n expected 
lines as the challenges continue 
due to recession like situation, 
slowdown and rising inflation in 
most economies across the globe. 
Decline in merchandise exports 
is a reflection of the toughening 
global trade conditions o n account 
of high inventories, economies 
entering recession, high volatility in 
currencies and geopolitical tensions. 
The drop in commodity prices and 
restriction o n some exports, with 
a view to stem the price increase 
in the domestic market, have also 
affected the growth numbers. Flight 
of capital from the market has 
also impacted the growth process. 
FIEO President is of the view that 
the coming months would be quite 
challenging unless both global 
economic growth and geopolitical 
situation improves drastically.

However, decrease in imports 
is a good sign, which will put less 
burden on trade deficit front. We 
hope that the energy prices will 
come down further to provide more 
relief, opined FIEO Chief.

Dr Sakthivel added that in the 
current situation, the focus should 
be o n providing easy liquidity 
at competitive cost, extension of 
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to natural farming, and affordable 
source of nutrition.

Participants in the meeting 
offered practical measures on ways 
in which India could prudently 
sustain its development momentum. 
Ideas and suggestions were shared 
with the Prime Minister on diverse 
topics ranging from agriculture to 
manufacturing. Recognizing that 
the underlying global headwinds 
are likely to continue, strategic 
recommendations were also shared 
for further strengthening India’s 
resilience. There was agreement 
that due to its resilience, India 
has emerged as a bright spot 
on the turbulent global stage. It 
was suggested that new growth 
impulses would need to build upon 
this foundation through holistic 
development across all sectors. 

The Prime Minister thanked 
the economists for their views 
and exhorted them to assist in 
the development of our nation 
by continually sharing their 
transformative ideas.

Union Finance Minister, Minister 
of State for Planning (I/C), Vice 
Chairman, NITI Aayog, Principal 
Secretary to Prime Minister, 
Members of NITI Aayog, Cabinet 
Secretary, Chief Economic Adviser 
and CEO, NITI Aayog were also 
present at the meeting.

ECLGS for 
o ne more 
year till 
3 1 . 3 . 2 0 2 4 
by suitably 
e n h a n c i n g 
t h e 
moratorium 
p e r i o d , 
restorat ion 
of the 
I n t e r e s t 

Equalization support to 5% and 
3% respectively, IGST exemption 
o n freight o n exports, which 
lapsed o n 30th 
S e p t e m b e r , 
extension of 
tenure of PCFC 
from 180 days 
to 365 days 
and notification 
of RoDTEP 
rates for the holders of Advance 
Authorization, DFIA and EOU units. 
Further, the Federation is also of the 
view that the new TMA scheme for 
agri exporters and announcement on 
allocation of export development 
fund with a corpus of Rs 5000 Cr for 
aggressive overseas marketing by 
MSME to showcase Indian products 
globally in the upcoming budget is 
the need of the hour. He stressed 
on the need to support exports 
at the district level with sizeable 
budgetary support for the District as 
an Export Hub scheme to bridge the 
supply side gaps.

PM Interacts With 
Economists At NITI Aayog

Exports in negative territory due to 
recession like situation, slowdown and 

rising inflation in most economies:  
Dr A Sakthivel, President, FIEO

Dr A Sakthivel 
FIEO President

Plastics Export Promotion 
Council (PLEXCONCIL) has 
called for cutting import duty 

on polymer, low-cost finance and 
lower threshold for the Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme to 
help the plastics industry.

Presenting the industry wish 
list for the Union Budget 2023-
24, Hemant Minocha, Chairman 
-PLEXCONCIL said as India 
emerges as the global sourcing 
hub, the MSME-dominated plastics 
industry is expected to play a major 
role. India’s plastics export has 
been growing at a CAGR of 12% 
and PLEXCONCIL plans to double 
exports to reach USD 25 billion by 
2025.

Import Duty on polymer, the raw 
material for the plastics industry, 
should be reduced from the current 
10% as it would help improve 
export competitiveness of value-
added products. Raw material cost 
is a big part of input costs and in 
many cases, a major factor that tends 
to make Indian plastics exports less 
competitive compared to China and 
other countries, Hemant Minocha 
said.

Similarly, the Import duty on 
value added products, especially on 
low value and cheap products must 

Days after China took 
additional steps to reduce 
its COVID-19-related 

travel restrictions, including 
permitting crew changes and shore 
leaves, other countries have begun 
increasing restrictions on travelers 
coming from China. Included 
in the new rules are a return of 
limits on crew changes with South 
Korea reinstating its testing and 
quarantine requirements. China 
responded by criticizing countries 
that add restrictions and in 
retaliation suspending visas.

Port agency, logistics, and 
marine services company GAC 
in its round-up of developments 
at ports reports the testing 
requirements for crews coming 
from China to South Korea, as well 
as international crews arriving at 
Hong Kong. The reinstatement of 
the testing requirements and limits 
on crew changes and shore leaves 
comes after most countries around 
the world had relaxed or eliminated 
their restrictions after in some cases 
two years or more of regulations that 
had trapped crew members at sea.

The World Health Organization 
and multiple countries have 
been expressing concern about 
a suspected spike in COVID 
variant cases in China and a lack 
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PLEXCONCIL Bats For Import Duty Cut, 
Lowering PLI Threshold;  

Majority plastic units are MSMEs

South Korea Reinstates COVID 
Restrictions On Crew Arriving From China

be made at least 20%. This will act 
as a deterrent to imports of cheap/ 
low quality products and boost 
domestic manufacturing, he said.

As a vast majority of Indian 
plastics processors belong to the 
MSME sector,PLEXCONCIL said the 
prevailing PLI threshold of around Rs. 
100 crs must be reduced for the industry 
as it would boost manufacturing and 
exports from this segment.

The Council has also called 
for incentives such as making 
landavailable for setting up of 
manufacturing units at reduced 
rates and the Centre’s subsidies on 
electricity and water.

Pointing out that high cost of 
finance in India is disadvantageous 
to exports, PLEXCONCIL urged for 
a reduction in cost of finance which 
is crucial to boosting exports.

At 13% of GDP, logistics costs 
in India continue to be much higher 
than global average and these costs 
also must be reduced, said Hemant 
Minochaand called for subsidies 
in landlocked states and export 
clusters.

Appreciating the recent Free 
Trade Agreements with Australia 
and UAE, PLEXCONCIL expressed 
the confidence that similar 
arrangements with other countries 
should be expedited to help the 
business community in general and 

of transparent reporting from 
China. The country is thought to 
have experienced large spikes in 
December as the government rolled 
back its long-standing no COVID 
policies.

“Due to the surge of COVID 
infections, crew disembarking or 
taking shore leave at Korean ports 
from vessels whose last port of call 
was in China must undergo a PCR 
test and quarantine for one day,” 
GAC is advising customers. “A 
negative result must be confirmed 
before disembarkation,” but they 
note the testing requirement does 
not apply to crews coming from 
other countries.

Similarly, while China has 
relaxed its international travel 
policies and reopened its borders, 
GAC advises for any vessel which 
has been in mainland China within 
seven days, Hong Kong authorities 
are requiring PCR tests before 
disembarking for crew signing 
off. However, for vessels that have 
only been to other countries within 
seven days, Hong Kong is requiring 
signing off crew only to have a 
negative RAT test result.

A report on CNBC is quoting 
South Korean health officials as 
saying as many as 80 percent of the 
country’s imported COVID cases 
are coming from China. Further, 
CNBC reports the officials said 

MSMEs in particular.
The Plastics Export Promotion 

Council (PLEXCONCIL) – which 
acts as a bridge between the 
Industry and the Government - 
was established by the Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry, Department 
of Commerce, Government of India 
on 15th July, 1955, as a non-profit 
organisation. It was one of several 
Export Promotion Councils (EPCs) 
launched by the Government to 
project India’s image abroad as a 
reliable supplier of high-quality 
products in order to give a boost to 
the country’s exports.

Products from the Indian plastics 
industry are exported to over 200 
countries across the globe.

PLEXCONCIL is the apex body 
of the plastics industry in India and 
represents over 2,500 exporters 
who manufacture/export plastics 
products ranging from plastics 
raw materials to semi-finished 
and finished items. The Council 
has its headquarters in Mumbai, 
and regional offices in New Delhi, 
Kolkata, Chennai and Ahmedabad.

PLEXCONCIL has conceived and 
conceptualised PLEXCONNECT 
2023 – the first ever export 
focused exhibition for plasticsthat 
is scheduled to be held at Bombay 
Exhibition Centre, Nesco, Mumbai 
from 15th to 17th June, 2023.

that the number of people traveling 
from China who tested positive for 
COVID-19 went up 14 times from 
November to December.

South Korea is also reinstating 
the COVID-19 testing requirement 
for anyone flying to the country 
from China. They are now being 
required to show negative test 
results to board their flights and 
to also take a test when they 
arrive in South Korea. Similar 
testing requirements for travelers 
from China were also introduced 
by countries ranging from Japan 
to Taiwan, the United States, 
and Italy. The requirements are 
being increased in part due to the 
Chinese New Year holiday which 
is historically the busiest travel 
season of the year in Asia.

China removed the mandate 
for quarantines for inbound 
travelers starting this week and 
now is criticizing countries that 
are imposing new restrictions. 
Calling the policies of South Korea 
and Japan discriminatory, China 
has suspended issuing short-term 
travel visas and travel exemptions 
for people coming from South 
Korea and Japan. Those countries 
contrasted their efforts noting that 
their requirements were not based 
on nationality but instead on the 
geographic areas from where the 
travelers were coming.
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M.V LE CHAMPLAIN, 
a French Flag vessel 
from Trincomalee, Sri 

Lanka, is the first cruise ship 
after the pandemic to reach the 
Chennai Port on 10 January 2023. 
The cruise with 118 crews and 
108 Passengers sets sail back to 
Trincomalee, Sri Lanka today.

The Tour Operators informed 
that the passengers have 
plans to visit St. Fort George 
Museum, Santhome Cathedral, 
Kapaleeswarar temple and 
Dakshin Chitra.

Shri. SUNIL PALIWAL, 

APM terminals Pipavav, one 
of India’s most efficient 
ports is pleased to announce 

the appointment of Girish Aggarwal 
as the Managing Director of the 
company. Girish Aggarwal has 
worked in leadership roles in 
multiple industries such as logistics, 
IT, consultancy services, and 
FMCG. He is an experienced leader 
with proven track record in strategic 
planning, business performance, 
supply chain management, 
stakeholder management during the 
career spanning more than 25 years. 
In his previous stint as COO of APM 
Terminals Mumbai [GTI- Gateway 
Terminal of India], India’s busiest 
gateway container terminal, he has 
delivered strategic and operational 
progress of the terminal delivering 

Observing ‘Road Safety 
Week’, NHAI has been 
working on assessment 

of various safety measures on 
National Highways to make 

them safer. NHAI has laid down 
extensive policy procedures for 
carrying out Road Safety Audit and 
responsibilities has been earmarked 
for all stakeholders for facilitating 
the audit and for the implementation 
of the recommendations.

NHAI has been conducting safety 
audits on National Highways at the 
planning, construction, operations, 
and maintenance stages. During FY 
2021-22, NHAI undertook safety 
audit of 16,500 km of National 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Mumbai
Port Wings News Network

New Delhi
Port Wings News Network

Chennai Port Hosts French-Flagged  
Cruise Ship M.V. Le Champlain  

Girish Aggarwal joins APM Terminals 
Pipavav as Managing Director

NHAI Carries Out Extensive Road Safety 
Audits to Enhance Road Safety

I.A.S, Chairperson, Chennai 
Port Authority emphasized the 
historical importance of Chennai 
Port and the role played to promote 
International Cruise Tourism in 
India. He specified the various 
facilitating measures under taken 

value for the stakeholders, building 
unified culture with utmost focus on 
customer satisfaction and safety at 
the terminal.

An engineer and IIM-Bangalore 
pass out, he has worked in leadership 
roles with companies such as 
Unilever India, Ariba [part of SAP], 
Genpact, and Arvind Group prior to 
joining Maersk.

Commenting on his appointment, 
Girish Aggarwal said, “I am 
humbled and excited to be a part 
of APM Terminals Pipavav’s next 

Highways through safety auditors 
specialized in safe roads engineering 
studies and safety audit of 19,300 
km has been completed during this 
financial year till December 2022. 

To ensure implementation of 
recommendation of Safety Audit, a 

web-based portal 
(Data Lake) has 
been developed 
at NHAI and 
260 safety audit 
reports have been 
uploaded by the 
safety consultants 
on Data Lake and 
are monitored for 
implementation by 
NHAI.

In addition, 
NHAI has made 

Third Party Road Safety Audit at 
Detailed Project Report (DPR) stage 
mandatory for all the projects. DPR 
for all new projects will be safety 
audited by a team of independent 
Safety Consultants, and the 
recommendations of the safety 
auditors will be taken into account 
during further stages of design. 
Further, the safety review of the 
DPRs is undertaken by dedicated 
road safety officers at NHAI to 
ensure that all the necessary safety 

by the Central 
and State 
Governments, 
Vessel Agent 
M/s. GAC 
S h i p p i n g 
(India) Private 
Limited and 
other agencies. 
He hoped 
that with the 
m o d e r n i z e d 

Cruise Terminal the Port may 
attract more such Cruise vessels 
in the post pandemic period. 
This information was provided 
by the Secretary of Chennai Port 
Authority.

phase of growth. Our customers 
and partners have tremendous trust 
in our capabilities, and we will 
continue to raise the bar higher by 
offering seamless trade experience.”  

APM Terminals Pipavav is one 
of India’s leading gateway ports for 
containers, dry bulk cargoes, liquid 
bulk, and RoRo with excellent 
connectivity to the India’s northwest 
hinterland through rail and road 
network. The current annual 
cargo handling capacity includes 
1.35 million teus of containers, 4 
million metric tons of dry bulk, 2 
million metric tons of liquid bulk 
and 250,000 passenger cars. APM 
Terminals Pipavav is India’s first 
public private partnership (PPP) port 
and the first port to be connected to 
the DFC in India and is a part of 
the APM Terminals global terminal 
network.

measures have been incorporated.
Improvement of junctions 

and provision of traffic calming 
measures where National Highways 
pass through habitations is also 
being undertaken systematically 
based on safety audits and accident 
data.

In FY 2021-22, Safety mitigation 
measures have been undertaken on 
6,179 locations and 2,015 locations 
in the current FY 2022-23.  Safety 
was improved at the junctions 
by installing lighting, road signs, 
safety barriers, pedestrian guard 
rails, rumble strips, speed humps 
on crossroads, speed cushions, 
transverse bar markings etc. to 
regulate and streamline traffic flow. 
NHAI has initiated installation 
of Traffic Impact Attenuators to 
mitigate the severity of accidents 
with roadside hazards along 
National Highways.

Construction of passenger cross 
movement facility in rural areas 
on the completed 4/6 lane National 
Highways has also been initiated. 
Also, safe passenger crossing 
facilities such as Foot Over Bridges, 
Pedestrian Underpass, Pedestrian 
Subway, and Vehicular under 
pass has been provided at various 
locations across the country.

International luxury Cruise ship 
‘MS Amera’ made her first 
call to VOC Port, Tuticorin, on 

Wednesday the 11 January 2023, 
carrying 698 passengers and 386 
crew members on-board. 

The guests onboard ‘MS Amera’ 
were traditionally welcomed with 
‘Nathaswara Mangala Isai’ and folk 
dance, at the Additional Berth of 
the Port. All infrastructure facilities 
were arranged for Immigration 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
Customs and 
Port Health 
Organisation, by 
the Port Authority 
to ensure seamless 
arrival & departure 
of the guests and 
to make the trip 
a memorable 
experience. 

To honour the maiden call 
of the cruise vessel, Mr. T.K. 
Ramachandran, IAS, Chairman, 
VOC Port Authority, and the 
Captain of the vessel ‘MS Amera’, 
Capt. Hubert Flohr, exchanged 
the commemorative plaques in a 
function at the Berth. 

The Bahamas flagged ‘MS 
Amera’, with a length of 204 Metre 
and maximum air draft of 44.8 metres, 
has 13 decks and 413 cabins with 
capacity to transit 835 passengers, 
is capable of travelling at maximum 
speed of 20.5 Knots ( 38 km/h). The 
Ship operated by Bernhard Schulte 
Cruise Services, Germany, has three 
restaurants, Show-Lounge, Library, 
Sports, Beauty & Wellness area, and 
Swimming pools.

The passengers were 
predominantly from Germany, 
Austria, Italy, Switzerland. In 
addition, 5 passengers have also 
embarked from Tuticorin. Around 70 
tourists went to Tirunelveli to visit 
Holy Trinity Church and Nellaiappar 
Temple and more than 200 tourists 
visited Lady of Snows Church and 
other places of interest at Tuticorin. 
Local Guides were also arranged 
through Ministry of Tourism.

PSA International Pte Ltd (PSA) 
handled container volumes 
of 90.9 million Twenty-foot 

Equivalent Units (TEUs) at its port 
projects around the world for the 
year ending 31 December 2022. 
The Group’s volume decreased by 
0.7% over 2021, with flagship PSA 
Singapore contributing 37.0 million 
TEUs (-0.7%) and PSA terminals 
outside Singapore handling 53.9 
million TEUs (-0.7%).

Mr Tan Chong Meng, Group 
CEO of PSA, shared, “The world 
experienced another challenging year 
in 2022 and although most countries 
were emerging from the global 
pandemic, many continued to suffer 
from the negative aftershocks which 
were compounded by the war in 
Ukraine, higher energy prices, global 
inflation and supply chain disruptions.

“Despite the challenges, I was 
heartened by the ability of our 
management, staff and unions to 
adapt and to honour promises to 
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Mr. T.K. Ramachandran, IAS, 
Charman, VOC Port Authority, in 
his message conveyed that “We are 
delighted to welcome ‘MS Amera’ on 
its Maiden call to VOC Port, Tuticorin. 
Considering the various tourist 
attractions and idyllic destinations in 
this southern part of the Tamil Nadu, 
the port is working with various cruise 
operators to increase such cruise 
vessel calls to VOC Port, Tuticorin, in 
the near future”.

The Vessel Agent M/s. JM 
Baxi, thanked the Port Authorities 

and officials for ensuring a well-
coordinated and smooth dis-
embarkation and embarkation of the 
tourists and for safe handling of the 
cruise vessel on par with international 
standards.

The cruise that started from the 
Port of Nice, France on 22.12.2022, 
travelled through various Ports in 
Malta, Egypt, and Oman, had reached 
Mumbai on 08.01.2023, and called at 
Cochin on 10.01.2023. and Tuticorin 
on 11.01.2023. The vessel left  VOC 
Port at 19.00 Hrs. on 11.01.2023 for 
Colombo and further eastwards. The 
Cruise ‘MS Amera’   is on a 125 day 
World Cruise from Nice (France) 
to Bremerhaven (Germany) from 
22/12/2022 to 26/04/2023, covering 
25 Countries around the world.

Shri Bimal Kumar Jha, Deputy 
Chairman, VOC Port Authority, 

Mr. M. Radhakrishnan, 
DSP, Immigration Department, 
T.Siddharthan, Deputy Commissioner, 
Customs, Dr. P.Poornima, Port Health 
Officer, Mr. R. Prabakar, Traffic 
Manager, Capt. Praveen Kumar 
Singh, Deputy Conservator,  Mr. 
K. Ravikumar, Chief Engineer, Mr. 
V. Suresh Babu, Chief Mechanical 
Engineer, Mr. Giriraj Singh Rathod, 
Secretary, and other senior officials 
also were present.

our customers across PSA’s ports, 
cargo solutions, marine and digital 
businesses – they showed their 
grit, resilience and an abiding 
commitment to excellence. Just as 
importantly, I am deeply grateful 
for the continued support of our 
customers and partners as we 
worked closely together to keep 
cargo moving and trade flowing.

“Going into 2023, the world 
is experiencing deep transitions 
towards new realities and while 
these times of change can be uneasy, 
PSA stands steady against the 
headwinds that may come our way 
as we continue to build on our core 
business of ports and – coupled with 
the acquisition of BDP International 
last year – widen our focus in 
enabling more agile, resilient and 
sustainable supply chains. We 
will partner closely alongside our 
customers, partners and stakeholders 
to future-proof our journey ahead, 
and continue in our mission to be a 
supply chain orchestrator, realise an 
Internet of Logistics and bring about 
more sustainable global trade.”

International Luxury Cruise Ship 
Calls V O Chidambaranar Port

PSA Container Throughput 
Performance For 2022
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Countless global coalitions 
and trillions of dollars are 
focused on how the world 

can transition to a net zero future. 
Yet there is little discussion about 
the importance of ensuring energy 
security as a pre-condition for that 
transition. When energy security is 
threatened, net zero goals are pushed 
to the sideline in ways that threaten 
our shared long-term prosperity, 
reports World Economic Forum.

Much of our existing 
infrastructure is constructed from 
steel and concrete. These materials 
make up our buildings, wind 
turbines, bridges, power plants, 
oil refineries, and other critical 
infrastructure we rely on every 
day. But concrete cracks and steel 
corrodes, making once strong 
structures vulnerable and weak.

Around the world, we see 
evidence of infrastructure 
degradation and its effect on energy 
security. Power plants are breaking 
down across South Africa, half of the 
nuclear power plants in France spent 
months offline this year as Europe 
faces an energy crisis, and power 
generators in India are struggling 
with unprecedented demand.

This problem is projected 
to get worse as the demand for 
electricity continues to rise and 
critical infrastructure ages. As a 
result, countries are forced to make 
hard choices when balancing their 
commitments to reduce the use of 
fossil fuels with the realities of the 
demand for energy security.

Here are three things that must 
change to ensure energy security 
while we work towards achieving a 
net zero future.

1) Invest in Protecting Today’s 
Infrastructure

Ten years ago, fossil fuels 
represented 82% of global energy 
consumption. Today, after roughly 
$3.8 trillion in investments in 
renewable energy, that share is 81%. 
We have a long way to go, and a 
lot has to go right to get to net zero. 
And each time a power plant fails, or 
demand exceeds supply, our energy 
security is threatened and our progress 
toward net zero gets derailed.

The current energy crisis in 
Europe has presented instructive 
lessons on how nations act when 
energy security fails. The European 
Union has re-classified gas and 
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What’s Needed To Ensure Energy 
Security And A Net-Zero Future

nuclear investments as green energy, 
Sweden restarted a 1970s-era oil-
fueled power plant in an attempt to 
alleviate energy cost increases, and 
Germany has significantly increased 
power generated from coal. If some 
of the strongest proponents of 
moving towards net zero respond to 
an energy crisis by doubling down 
on fossil fuels, how can we expect 
the rest of the world to react as 
power grids fail and people can’t 
heat their homes? Net zero will 
remain a dream if countries can’t 
keep their lights on or keep families 
from freezing.

How do we prevent future energy 
security crises? The answer lies in 
maximizing the uptime, efficiency, 
sustainability, and readiness of 
critical energy infrastructure 
through the utilization of data. 
Investing in technologies that 
generate vast quantities of objective 
infrastructure health data will 
enable decision-makers to ensure 
these four outcomes are met. In turn, 
helping countries avoid catastrophic 
failures or crippling blackouts 
that compromise energy security 
and threaten livelihoods. Not to 
mention, armed with reliable data, 
the world can do more to keep net 
zero initiatives on track.

2) Adopt Industry 4.0 Principles
Speaking of data. The past 

decade has experienced a revolution 
with digitalization transforming 
manufacturing, supply chains, 
health care, and global governance. 
We have even seen increased 
digitalization in our homes, 
where smart thermostats optimize 
temperature and smart appliances 
optimize usage. While progress 
has been made in some areas, our 
energy-generating infrastructure has 
been slow to adopt the tools Industry 
4.0 offers.

That often leaves nations in the dark 
– figuratively and literally – without 
the data necessary to make critical 
decisions on their energy security. 
Access to objective, in-depth, and 
accurate data would drive fast, effective 
decision-making for the proactive 
management of critical assets.

By modernizing processes 
through digitization and Industry 
4.0 principles, we can unlock data 
about ground truths that previously 
weren’t available. That means 
avoiding catastrophic events, 
like explosions or leaks, but also 
preventing costly downtime that 
increases prices for consumers and 

leads to blackouts and other power 
interruptions. Real-time data helps 
illustrate where we are vulnerable, 
what repairs to make first and when, 
and creates a predictive rather than 
reactive plan for keeping key energy 
infrastructure operational and safe.

Digitalization provides impactful 
channels for protecting our world 
today while on our journey to 
reaching critical net zero goals. With 
deep data insights, we can learn 
how to operate better, build more 
effectively, and maintain what we 
already have so people worldwide 
have access to basic necessities.

3) Prioritize Global Collaboration
Net zero requires an 

unprecedented level of global 
collaboration. Protecting our global 
energy infrastructure requires the 
same.

It is not enough that individual 
countries tout their transitions to 
a carbon-free future while other 
nations face an increasingly 
unreliable energy supply. Global 
energy security requires an 
international commitment to 
ensure all countries – regardless of 
resources – have the opportunity to 
update their energy infrastructure 
to take advantage of Industry 4.0 
principles.

Historically, one of the major 
hurdles to infrastructure resilience 
has been a significant funding gap. 
We’ve seen some progress: In 
the United States, legislation has 
been passed to begin to close the 
shortfall, and the EU has committed 
infrastructure funding to developing 
countries. But more needs to be done.

Energy security and a 
simultaneous path to net zero

If we continue to focus 
exclusively on new infrastructure 
while ignoring the security of 
our current assets, the built world 
around us will crumble long before 
we reach our goals. The more 
our current energy infrastructure 
struggles to maintain production 
and keep up with demand, the harder 
it will be for nations to balance 
economic and political realities with 
the steps necessary to realize a net 
zero future.

The drive to net zero is rightly 
a top priority, but it must be paired 
with a global effort to promote 
energy security. By neglecting our 
existing energy infrastructure now, 
we risk leaving our net zero goals 
out in the cold.

Taiwan’s Evergreen Marine 
Corp. is celebrating a 
standout year by awarding 

stellar bonuses to some of its staff, 
according to a Bloomberg report in 
ET.

The Taipei-based shipping 
company is handing out year-end 
bonuses equal to 50 months’ salary, 
or more than four years’ pay, on 
average, according to a person 
familiar with the matter. The size of 
the windfall varies depending on an 
employee’s job grade and function 
and the outsized bonuses are only 
applicable for staff with Taiwan-
based contracts, the person said, 
asking not to be identified because 
the details are private.

Year-end bonuses have always 
been based on the company’s 
performance for the year and 
the individual performance of 
employees, Evergreen Marine said 
in a statement Friday, declining to 
elaborate. 

Evergreen Marine’s largesse 
is the result of an unprecedented 
industry-wide shipping boom over 
the past two years, driven by a 
pandemic-fueled surge in demand 

World Security, a DP World 
company, entered a 
strategic partnership with 

Transworld Group, a renowned 
shipping and logistics company, 
to expand its offerings as a 
leading turnkey security, facility 
management and manpower 
outsourcing solutions provider in 
the UAE.

The companies will collaborate 
to create overseas employment 
opportunities by recruiting, training 
and developing skilled professionals 
in the Indian subcontinent. This will 
enable World Security to enhance 
its workforce, improve its ability 
to support mega projects and 
protect vital assets, using the strong 
presence of Transworld in the India 
sub-continent.

The two parties will work with 
India’s National Skill Development 
Centre (NSDC), Skills Training 
Institutes, Industrial Training 
Institutes (ITI), Engineering 
Colleges, Hotel Management 
Institutes, and Skill Development 
Centres to create a multi-skilled 
talent pool, supporting the expansion 
plans of World Security, and catering 
to the increasing demands of its 
clients. Aspiring professionals who 
meet the standards of the UAE’s 
job market will be identified from 
this pool for suitable employment 
opportunities in the UAE.

Building an ecosystem of 
qualified and skilled professionals

Speaking on the importance of 
developing a talent pool in India, 
Ayoub Al Mulla, Chief Operating 
Officer, World Security said: 
“World Security has always been 
at the forefront of supporting 
the UAE through our integrated 
world-class services. To ensure 
continued growth, we need to have 
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for consumer goods and freight 
rates. The company’s 2022 revenue 
is expected to soar to a record 
NT$634.6 billion ($20.7 billion), 
more than triple 2020 sales. 

Evergreen Marine, which 
attracted headlines for all the wrong 
reasons in early 2021 when a ship 
it operated got stuck in the Suez 
Canal, roiling supply chains, doled 
out bonuses of up to 52 months’ 
salary, Taipei’s Economic Daily 
News reported last week. Some 
employees received payments of 
more than $65,000 on Dec. 30, the 
news outlet said, without disclosing 
where it got the information. 

Not all Evergreen Marine’s staff 
have been so lucky though. Its 
Shanghai-based employees have 
complained of unfair treatment after 
they only got bonuses of between 
five and eight times their monthly 
salaries, Caixin reported, citing 
local workers.

The recent payday may be as good 
as it gets for the foreseeable future, 
however. Shipping companies have 
warned that rapidly weakening global 
growth combined with falling freight 
rates are likely to hurt profitability 
this year.  Evergreen Marine’s 
stock tumbled 54% last year after a 
stunning 250% gain in 2021.

adequate numbers of qualified and 
skilled blue, grey, and white-collar 
professionals in sectors vital to the 
national economy. Our collaboration 
with Transworld Group works 
towards the same purpose. India 
is home to an immensely talented 
group of aspiring professionals, 
capable of supporting the existing 
workforce in the UAE to meet the 
rising demands of the market.”

Ramesh S Ramakrishnan, 
Chairman, Transworld Group 
stated: “Our partnership with World 
Security is a continuation of the 
strong bond between Transworld 
Group and DP World.  We are 
optimistic regarding our partnership 
with the company due to its 
reputation and vast experience in 
the people recruitment domain. 
We view this project as a result of 
our constant endeavour to create 
a positive impact on humanity. 
DP World and the UAE have over 
the years provided one of the best 
employment platforms for qualified 
professionals, making them the 
right partners for a talent acquisition 
initiative.”

The partnership is also in 
synergy with Transworld Group’s 
‘Higher Purpose’ of ‘Delivering 
Prosperity to Humanity’’. With fair 
employment and ethical hiring being 
the fundamental principles, and 
impetus for holistically educating, 
uplifting, and employing people 
from all sections of the society, 
Transworld endeavours to create a 
ripple effect in the socio-economic 
transformation of the region.

The UAE’s economy, which 
is growing at a steady rate and 
is poised for an exponential rise 
will benefit from this vast pool of 
trained individuals, who will most 
importantly be highly skilled and 
principled.

Mega Bonuses Of 50 Months’ Salary 
Handed Out By Taiwan Shipping Firm

World Security Partners With 
Transworld Group To Strengthen 

Workforce In The UAE

The leading classification 
society, Indian Register of 
Shipping (IRS), is providing 

classification services for two major 
new construction ‘naval’ projects at 
Goa Shipyard Ltd.

A 120m long Floating Dock 
is being built for the Sri Lankan 
Navy, under a grant from India.  
The design and construction of the 
Floating Dock will be certified by 
IRS, which will bring to bear its 
prior experience in certification of 
floating docks.

The second project comprises 
“New Generation” Offshore Patrol 
Vessels (NGOPVs) for the Indian 
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Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) undertakes classification services 
for Floating Dock and New Generation OPVs at Goa Shipyard

Navy. These ships are designed 
to strengthen maritime security 
by undertaking a multitude of 
operational roles, both in ‘blue 
water’ and in the littorals. These 
roles include seaward defence, 
protection of offshore assets, EEZ 
patrol, mine warfare, and anti-
piracy missions. The vessels will be 
built as per GSL’s in-house design 
and fitted with the most modern 
equipment. The design of the 
NGOPVs also incorporates complex 
naval combatant vessel features.

The vessels will be validated 
by a well-qualified IRS team, 
experienced in technical analysis 
and stealth studies.

Cdr KK Dhawan, Head Defence 

IRS said “This is a testimony to 
the close professional cooperation 
between Goa Shipyard Ltd and 
IRS.  IRS is increasingly expanding 
its role in India’s defence sector 
and these new projects are another 
significant step forward.”

Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) 
is an international ship classification 
society providing ship classification 
and certification as well as technical 
inspection services. IRS is a Member 
of the International Association of 
Classification Societies (IACS).

Covering a wide range of shipping, 
offshore and industrial projects, their 
team of dedicated professionals 
brings international standardisation 
and assurance to your doorstep.



6
Jan. 18th - 24th, 2023 Issue

On January 6, 2023, the 
club reported on the level 
of fines relating to any 

pollution which occurs in Turkish 
waters under Article 20 of the 
Turkish Environmental Code 1983, 
law no. 2871, for 2022.

The rates of the fines for 2023 
(listed below) have now been 
published and are applicable as of 1 
January 2023. These have increased 
substantially by about 122% in 
comparison with the 2022 rates.

The Turkish Environmental 
Code 1983 (law no. 2871 – Article 
20) provides that vessels causing 
pollution in Turkish waters, for 
example through the discharge of 
petroleum products, dirty ballast 
water, garbage and sewage into the 
sea, are subject to fines imposed by 
the local authorities. The level of 
the fine is calculated by reference 
to the vessel’s GT, regardless of the 
quantity of the pollutant.

Below are the 2023 rates for the 
various categories under Article 20 
and vessel sizes:

i) Petroleum products discharged 
by tankers:

    * Vessels up to and including 
1,000 GT – TRY 2,009.85 per GT.

    * Vessels between 1,000 GT 
and 5,000 GT (inclusive) – TRY 
502.48 per GT, in addition to the 
above amount.

    * Vessels over 5,000 GT – TRY 
50.53 per GT, in addition to the 
above amounts.

Hyundai Heavy Industries 
recently commissioned 
South Korea’s first large 

next-generation electric propulsion 
ship which incorporates smart 
technology. The unique vessel is 
dual-powered with the ability to 
operate either fully from its battery 
or an LNG-fueled engine or a hybrid 
mode with the battery supplementing 
the engines. The vessel will operate 
as a demonstration ship and 
undertake tourist voyages from 
the city of Ulsan along the Korean 
coast.

Construction on the 1,400 gross 
ton vessel began in October 2021 at 
the Hyundai Mipo Shipyard. Named 
Ulsan Taehwa, the vessel features 
an electric propulsion system 
developed by Korean Shipbuilding 
& Marine Engineering that includes 
an energy storage system that 
enables selective operation of the 
DC Grid-based LNG and marine 
diesel oil power plant. The dual-
fuel engine is capable of driving the 
vessel which is 292 feet long with 
a beam of 42 feet at speeds up to 
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Marine Pollution Fines In  
Turkiye As Of January 1, 2023

South Korea’s First Smart,  
Electric Ship Begins Service

ii) Dirty ballast discharged by 
tankers:

    * Vessels up to and including 
1,000 GT – TRY 336.18 per GT.

    * Vessels between 1,000 GT 
and 5,000 GT (inclusive) – TRY 
73.05 per GT, in addition to the 
above amount.

    * Vessels over 5,000 GT – TRY 
11.59 per GT, in addition to the 
above amounts.

iii) Petroleum products and dirty 
ballast discharged by vessels:

    * Vessels up to and including 
1,000 GT – TRY 1,004.92 per GT.

    * Vessels between 1,000 GT 
and 5,000 GT (inclusive) – TRY 
200.99 per GT in addition to the 
above amount.

    * Vessels over 5,000 GT – 
TRY 50.23 per GT in addition to the 
above amount.

iv) Garbage, sewage, domestic 
waste water, wash water etc 
discharged by vessels:

    * Vessels up to and including 
1,000 GT – TRY 502.48 per GT.

    * Vessels between 1,000 GT 
and 5,000 GT (inclusive) – TRY 
100.50 per GT, in addition to the 
above amount.

    * Vessels over 5,000 GT – TRY 
50.23 per GT, in addition to the 
above amount.

If the fine is paid within 30 days, 
members may benefit from a 25% 
discount on the total amount of 
the fine. A fine can be appealed by 
filing an objection with the Turkish 
Administrative Courts within 30 

16 knots. It has a capacity of 300 
passengers.

During sea trials conducted in 
August and October, the vessel 
reduced CO2 emissions by 40 
percent compared to conventional 
marine diesel engines. Hyundai 
also reports that fuel efficiency was 
improved by six percent through 
optimal engine controls. The system 
also manages operations using the 
battery with electricity developed 
from a power generator that drives an 
electric motor or using its dual-fuel 
engines or a boosting mode in which 
both the engines and electric power 
system are operated. The systems 
incorporate variable speed engine 
controls and energy optimization. 
This system, Hyundai’s electric 
propulsion solution, won the CES 
2023 Innovation Award from the 
Consumer Technology Association. 

In addition to the hybrid power 
plant, the vessel also employs a 
variety of other smart technologies. 
The technology permits the power 
generation to be adjusted in 1/1000 
of a second, which Hyundai reports is 
about 100 times faster than existing 
engines. Among the other smart ship 

days from the date the fine was 
notified to the members. However, 
the fine is still payable and within 
30 days if the discount is to be 
obtained. For further information 
on payment and appeals, members 
should refer to our article Focus on 
Turkiye: Marine pollution fines as 
of 1 January 2022.

Recommendations
In light of the above, while 

ballasting and de-ballasting in 
Turkish waters is generally permitted, 
members are recommended to avoid 
such operations where possible in 
Turkish territorial waters. This is 
the case even where the water is 
believed to be clean as any suspicion 
by the local authorities that the water 
may be contaminated may trigger 
action by the local authorities and 
a potential fine. If ballasting or de-
ballasting is unavoidable, members 
are recommended to exercise 
extreme caution and to ensure 
that the crew carefully monitor 
the overflow. In addition, it is 
recommended that members avoid 
cleaning and washing down the 
decks and superstructure, disposing 
garbage, food wastes or cargo 
residues, testing hatch covers or 
discharging sewage waters, while 
the vessel is at anchor or transiting 
in Turkish waters.

Early intervention is key and 
members are recommended to 
promptly notify the club of pollution 
incidents so that early measures can 
be put in place to mitigate losses and 
on the best possible terms.

functions is a maintenance operation 
that self-diagnoses the operating 
equipment.

The Ulsan Taehwa was built 
as part of electric propulsion 
smart ship construction and 
demonstration project designed to 
support the advancement of battery-
powered shipping. The vessel cost 
approximately $34 million to build 
with approximately $18 million in 
government funding supported by 
the Ulsan City Government. 

During December they conducted 
additional operation tests in Ulsan. 
Starting in 2023, the plan is to 
operate the ship for demonstration 
of the hybrid power system, 
educational, and tourism purposes.

The ship is also part of HD 
Hyundai’s recently announced 
strategy which calls for a shift 
in focus on next generation 
technologies

Speaking at a press event before 
last week’s Consumer Electronics 
Show (CES) in Las Vegas, the 
company detailed its efforts to 
reframe its approaches with a focus 
on sustainability by developing 
green tech.

Last year took the U.S. 
economy and markets on a 
bumpy ride — and the year 

ahead also looks tough. It’s led 
some strategists to argue 2023 could 
be Europe’s time to shine, says a 
CNBC report.

Zeynep Ozturk-Unlu, Deutsche 
Bank’s chief investment officer 
for EMEA, sees a case for Europe 
outperforming both economically 
and in capital markets, with 
contraction and recession fears 
becoming “more accelerated” in the 
U.S. than in Europe.

This is despite Europe facing 
its own challenges, Ozturk-Unlu 
said, including the ongoing war 
in Ukraine, the energy crisis and 
inflation that has not yet peaked — 
and is unlikely to hit the European 
Central Bank’s 2% target until mid-
2024 at the earliest.

“Europe has been in expansionary 
fiscal policy mode for quite a while, 
especially due to the energy crisis,” 
she told CNBC’s “Squawk Box 
Europe” Monday. “But beyond that 
… Europe is also betting on the 
reopening of China and it is going 
to give positive tailwinds to the 
European growth story.”

European GDP growth last 
outpaced the U.S. in 2017, though 
final 2022 figures have not yet been 
released.

Ozturk-Unlu pointed to the 
diversification of sectors in Europe 
compared to the U.S. and sustainable 
production growth, particularly 
in Germany and France, as a case 
for the region having more stable 
economic growth.

When it comes to stocks, she 
continued: “It doesn’t mean Europe 
is completely immune and is in 
great shape, but in relative terms 
the shift from growth [stocks] to 
value actually gives a little bit more 
opportunity to Europe compared to 
U.S.”

So-called growth stocks — 
which include the big U.S. tech 
stocks — were hit hard in 2022, 
as the U.S. Federal Reserve raised 
interest rates which hit future 
earnings expectations. Value stocks, 
in comparison, tend to outperform 
as rates ride, and Europe broadly 
possesses a higher proportion of 
value stocks than its global peers.

In the year to date, Europe’s 
Stoxx 600 index has risen over 5% 
versus a 3.4% gain in the U.S. S&P 
500

Despite clocking their worst 
performance since 2018, European 
shares also outperformed the U.S. 
last year, ending with a 13% loss 
compared to 19.4% for the S&P.

“There’s this opportunity coming 
from the significant undervaluation 
of Europe compared to the U.S.” 
Ozturk-Unlu added. “That’s why we 
think that the world outside of the 
U.S. will outperform the U.S., and 
Europe in relative terms, in equities, 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

will outperform.”
Brighter outlook, but risks remain
Deutsche Bank is not alone in its 

more optimistic outlook for Europe.
Further tightening by the Fed, 

euro zone fiscal stimulus, China’s 
reopening providing a boost for 
Europe in particular, and falling 
energy prices were all cited by 
strategists as reasons why Europe’s 
economy could outperform in 2023.

And some early data points do 
look positive for the euro zone 
compared to the U.S.

Composite purchasing managers’ 
index figures — a closely watched 
measure of economic trends — fell 
to a 4-month low of 45 for the U.S. 
in December. In contrast, the euro 
zone figures rose to a 5-month high 
of 49.3, a hair’s breadth away from 
the expansion territory figure of 50.

Karsten Junius, chief economist 
at Swiss bank J. Safra Sarasin, 
expects flat GDP growth in the 
euro zone this year, versus a 0.5% 
contraction in the U.S.

However, he does not expect this 
to translate into outperformance in 
equity markets. One reason for this 
is the recent appreciation of the euro

, which tends to weigh on 
earnings with a three-month delay, 
he told CNBC via email.

A number of strategists argued 
that while markets were driven by 
monetary policy in 2022, they will 
be more guided by economic data 
and earnings in 2023.

They include Joost van Leenders, 
senior investment strategist at Van 
Lanschot Kempen. Unlike Junius, 
he was more cautious on Europe’s 
economic outperformance, but said 
stocks could surprise to the upside.

“If there is a recession in Europe 
and the U.S., there needs to be 
downgrades in terms of weaker 
earnings across the board — the 
U.S. looks more progressed in that 
sense,” he told CNBC via phone.

“But if the recession in Europe 
turns out to be very shallow, then 
because the discount of Europe to 
U.S. is almost as wide as it has ever 
been, it could be a trigger to unlock 
that valuation discount,” he added, 
as long as the Fed doesn’t start 
cutting rates thereby boosting U.S.-
based growth stocks.

Paul O’Connor, head of the multi-
asset team at asset management firm 
Janus Henderson Investors, agreed 
that there were “good reasons” 
to believe an era of U.S. stock 
market outperformance had begun 
a reversal that could extend through 
2023 and beyond.

“While post-Global Financial 
Crisis U.S. equity outperformance 
was underpinned by superior U.S. 
earnings momentum, this influence 
was amplified by a relative valuation 
shift in favor of U.S. stocks. Both 
trends are now reversing. While 
U.S. stocks look expensive relative 
to bonds and their own history, 
stocks in most other markets look 
fairly valued,” he told CNBC.

U.S. Economy, Stocks  
Face A Difficult Year

Visit
www.portwings.in

for Latest News
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Turkey To Resolve Problem Of Russian Grain 
Supplies To Poor African Countries — Erdogan

North East Scotland consortium  
‘bitterly disappointed’ by Government decision 

on Green Freeport bid

The volume of cargo transshipment via the port 
of Aktau in 2022 increased by 9%

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has confirmed plans of free 
supplies of Russian agricultural products to poor countries in Africa, TASS 
said referring to TRT.

“Turkey is the country thanks to which the problem of the establishment of 
a grain corridor has been resolved. But our mission is not finished. Our goal 
is to process Russian grain [Russian President Vladimir Putin] continues to 
supply to poor countries and to deliver it to African countries. By now, 44% of 
agricultural products have been sent to Europe [via the grain corridor] and 14% 
have been sent to Africa. We will give our response by balancing the situation 
with supplies to poor African countries,” Erdogan said on Sunday during a 
meeting with the youth, which was aired by the TRT television channel.

Issues of grain supplies to Africa was the focus of Erdogan’s telephone call 
with his Russian counterpart on January 5.

A package of documents geared to resolve the problem of food and fertilizer 
supplies on global markets was signed on July 22 in Istanbul for a term of 120 
days. One of the agreements regulating grain exports from the Kiev-controlled 
ports of Odessa, Chernomorsk, and Yuzhny was to expire on November 19. On 
November 17, the agreements were extended for 120 more days. According to 
the Russian foreign ministry, the deal was automatically extended since there 
were no objections from either of the parties to it (Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, the 
United Nations).

Following announcement from the Scottish Government and UK 
Government that the North East Scotland Green Freeport (NESGF) bid 
was unsuccessful, the consortium – led by Port of Aberdeen, Peterhead 
Port Authority, Aberdeen International Airport, Aberdeen City Council and 
Aberdeenshire Council – are bitterly disappointed in this missed opportunity 
for Scotland and the UK and will continue to seek alternative approaches 
to deliver the region’s net zero targets, according to the Port of Aberdeen’s 
release.

The decision not to give North East Scotland a Green Freeport undermines 
the North East’s contribution to the ambitions of both governments, and its 
world class credentials as a location for investment in Scotland’s energy 
sector.

The NESGF bid has secured the support of over 300 companies and 
organisations across the North East of Scotland, as well as vocal cross-party 
support from regional MPs, MSPs and councillors.

The consortium and supporting partners will continue to work with both 
governments to deliver additional investment and employment impacts – 
such as another green freeport, or new incentives and levers to attract inward 
investment.

In 2022, the port handled 2.5 million tonnes of oil. Over 3.8 million tons 
of dry and oil cargo were transshipped via JSC “NC “Aktau sea commercial 
port”  in 2022. It is 9% higher than the level of the previous year, says “NC“ 
KTZ”.

The port handled 2.5 million tons of oil, 447 thousand tons of grain, 119 
thousand tons of metal, including 51.6 thousand tons of non-ferrous metals 
(copper, zinc, lead) and 786 thousand tons of other cargo. 30.7 thousand TEU 
containers and 4 thousand tons of ferry cargo were transported via the port.

The seaport of Aktau is located at the intersection of transport corridors 
connecting Kazakhstan, Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia and Turkey. JSC “NC 
“Aktau sea commercial port” is a company of JSC “NC“ KTZ”.

With 73.6 million tons of 
cargo transhipment from 
maritime shipping (+7%) 

and 64.5 million tons from inland 
shipping (+7%) in 2022, companies 
in North Sea Port experienced their 
best year since the merger in 2018. 
Dry bulk continues to increase. The 
US replaced Russia as the biggest 
trading partner, according to the 
company’s release.

Five years ago, Zeeland Sea 
Ports (Vlissingen and Terneuzen) 
in the Netherlands and the Flemish/
Belgian Port of Ghent merged to 
form a single port. North Sea Port 
became the new brand name of the 
60-kilometre-long cross-border 
Dutch-Flemish port. It instantly 
became one of Europe’s top ten 
ports.

In 2022, five years after the 
merger, North Sea Port posted the 
best year yet in its still fledgling 
history in terms of seaborne cargo 
transhipment: up 7%, a further 3% 
up on the previous record year of 
2019. Imports increased by 6%, 
exports by 9%. The import-export 
ratio was 72%-28%.

Dry bulk again accounted for 
more than half of seaborne cargo 
transhipment in 2022: 54% (39.9 
million tons, +10% compared to 
2021). That growth came from 
commodities including oilseeds, 
crude iron, fertilizers and coal 
(+32%), for which additional stocks 
were built up due to EU sanctions in 
connection with the Ukraine-Russia 
crisis. Grain transhipment declined.

Liquid bulk accounted for 24% of 
the total in 2022 (17.6 million tons, 
+5%). The increase was particularly 
marked in the transhipment of 
biodiesel, diesel, liquid fertilizers 
and kerosene.

TotalEnergies has approved 
the final investment decision 
of the Lapa South-West oil 

development located in the Santos 
Basin, 300 km off the coast of 
Brazil, according to the company’s 
release.

TotalEnergies operates the 
project with a 45% interest, in 
partnership with Shell (30%) and 
Repsol Sinopec (25%). Lapa South-
West will be developed through 
three wells, connected to the existing 
Lapa FPSO located 12 km away and 
currently producing the North-East 
part of Lapa field since 2016.

At production start-up, expected 
in 2025, Lapa South-West will 
increase production from the Lapa 
field by 25,000 barrels of oil per 
day, bringing the overall production 
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North Sea Port Posts Record Year 
Since Merger Five Years Ago

Totalenergies To Launch Of The Lapa 
South-West Project Off Brazil

The share of break bulk was 
14% (10 million tons, +5%). This 
increase is attributable to growth in 
the transhipment of steel plates and 
bananas (shift from containerised 
transport).

The roll on/roll off (ro/ro) 
segment grew by 5% (3.7 million 
tons, +2%). This rise was due to 
increased transportation of cars. The 
share of trailers remained the same.

Containers made up 3% of 
seaborne cargo transhipment 
(2.6 million tons, -9%; there was 
also a fall measured in TEUs, to 
230,000 TEUs (-31,000 TEUs)). 
The reason for the decline was the 
reduced transportation of bananas in 
containers (shift to transportation as 
break bulk).

Broken down by commodity 
type, we see an increase in solid 
mineral fuels (including coal), 
petroleum and petroleum products, 
metal industry products, raw 
minerals and construction materials, 
fertilizers, vehicles and machinery. 
Agricultural products, food 
products, ores and metal residues 
and chemical products remained 
static.

Russia is no longer the most 
important trading partner in terms of 
seaborne cargo transhipment. With 
a 15% contraction (-0.9 million 
tons, total 5.4 million tons) as a 
result of EU sanctions, it fell back 
to second place, behind the United 
States, which saw a 27% growth 
(+1.3 million tons, total 6.3 million 
tons). The United Kingdom took 
third place (+4%, +0.2 million tons, 
total 5.2 million tons) followed by 
Brazil, Canada, Sweden, Norway, 
Spain and Finland, with France 
completing the top ten.

Trade with Ukraine halved. As 
a result of companies’ search for 
alternative markets, trade with 

to 60,000 barrels of oil per day.
This development represents an 

investment of approximately $1 
billion.

TotalEnergies has been operating 
in Brazil for over 40 years, and 
now employs more than 3,000 
people across its business segments, 
covering activities in exploration 
and production, gas, renewable 
energies, lubricants, chemicals, and 
distribution.

TotalEnergies’ Exploration & 
Production portfolio currently 
includes ten licenses, of which 
four are operated. In addition, 
TotalEnergies was awarded in 
December 2022 a new deep-water 
exploration non-operated block in 
the Campos basin (Agua Marinha, 
30%) which should be signed in first 
half 2023. In 2022, the company’s 
production in the country averaged 

Canada (+31%), Australia (+123%), 
Algeria (+42%) and Germany 
(+42%) increased sharply.

Europe accounted for 57% of 
trade (-4%), North America for 15% 
(+3%), South America for 14% 
(-3%), Africa for 7% (+2%), Asia 
for 4% (+1%) and Oceania for 3% 
(+1%).

Inland navigation transhipment 
also set a new record in 2022: 64.5 
million tons, up 7% (on top of a 9% 
increase in 2021). Imports increased 
by 8%, exports by 7%.The import-
export ratio was 41%-59%.

Ro/ro transport by inland 
waterway vessels rose sharply to 
0.5 million tons. Inland waterway 
breakbulk transhipment likewise 
increased dramatically (+40%, +1 
million tons), while liquid bulk 
transhipment also grew (+19%, +5.5 
million tons). Dry bulk shrank (-9%; 
-2.2 million tons), as did container 
transport (-9%; -0.2 million tons).

The record year for inland 
waterway transhipment does not 
stand in isolation. No less than 58% 
of all transport between the port 
and the European hinterland in all 
directions is conducted via inland 
shipping.

With a seaborne transhipment 
volume of 73.6 million tons 
and 64.5 million tons of cargo 
transhipped via inland navigation, 
North Sea Port recorded a total 
transhipment of 138.1 million tons 
in 2022, compared to 129.1 million 
tons in 2021. Over 9 million tons 
more, in other words. 2021 also saw 
an increase of more than 10 million 
tons (compared to 2020).

North Sea Port expects 2023 to 
be less of a bumper year, but still 
a solid one, with seaborne cargo 
transhipment experiencing similar 
volumes in the four quarters, well 
above 70 million tons.

103,500 barrels of oil equivalent per 
day.

In 2017, TotalEnergies and 
Petrobras formed a Strategic Alliance 
in exploration and production, 
and gas, renewables and power 
activities. The Alliance allows the 
two companies to implement R&D 
projects in fields such as artificial 
intelligence, to generate efficiency 
gains, with direct applications in 
Brazil.

In December 2018, TotalEnergies 
entered Brazil’s fuel distribution 
market with the acquisition of Grupo 
Zema’s distribution activities, 
giving TotalEnergies a network 
of nearly 240 service stations, as 
well as several storage facilities for 
petroleum products and ethanol.

Through its subsidiary Total 
Eren, TotalEnergies is pursuing its 
growth in the Brazilian renewables 
sector, to build on its current 
capacity of 300 MW. In October 
2022, TotalEnergies partnered with 
Brazil’s leading renewable energy 
player Casa dos Ventos to jointly 
develop a 12 GW renewable energy 
portfolio.
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FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
05th Jan. 2023Notification  No.02/2023 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  57.75  55.30 
2. Bahraini Dinar  226.55  213.05 
3. Canadian Dollar  62.35  60.30 
4. Chinese Yuan  12.20  11.85 
5. Danish Kroner  12.00  11.60 
6. EURO  89.50  86.30 
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.80  10.40 
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  278.75  262.10 
9. New Zealand Dollar  53.45  51.05 
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.35  8.05 
11. Pound Sterling  101.45  98.10 
12. Qatari Riyal  23.30  21.90 
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  22.70  21.35 
14. Singapore Dollar  62.75  60.7 
15. South African Rand  5.05  4.75 
16. Swedish Kroner  8.00  7.75 
17. Swiss Franc  90.80  87.40 
18. Turkish Lira  4.55  4.30 
19. UAE Dirham  23.25  21.85 
20. US Dollar  83.70  81.95 
21. Japanese Yen (100) 63.70  61.65 
22. Korean Won (100) 6.70  6.30
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The Port of San Diego 
continues to improve air 
quality and reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions on and around San 
Diego Bay. For the first time, two 
cruise ships can now simultaneously 
use shore power in San Diego rather 
than running their diesel engines 
while at berth. Previously, only 
one cruise vessel could plug in. On 
Friday, the Disney Wonder and the 
Insignia were the first two cruise 
vessels to use shore power at the 
same time in San Diego, according 
to the company’s release.

Having two shore power outlets 
at the cruise ship terminals will 
result in at least a 90 percent overall 
reduction of harmful pollutants 
(while the ships are docked) such 
as Nitrous Oxides (NOx) and Diesel 
Particulate Matter (DPM) as well 
as a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions. The Port is also meeting 
California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) regulations that require 
essentially all cruise ships calling on 
California ports to use shore power 
beginning January 1, 2023.

The Port invested $4.6 million 
to complete this project and 
worked with Cochrane Marine, 
LLC to purchase equipment and 
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Port Of San Diego Completes Shore Power 
Expansion At Cruise Ship Terminals

for construction management, 
coordinating, testing, and 
commissioning. San Diego County-
based Baker Electric, Inc. installed 
Port-provided electrical equipment 
and removed, replaced, and 
terminated medium voltage cables.

The Port installed its first shore 
power outlet at the cruise terminals 
in 2010, making it among the first 
ports in California to have shore 
power available for cruise ships.

Doubling shore power at the 
cruise terminals is among many 
electrification efforts underway 
in support of the Port’s Maritime 
Clean Air Strategy (MCAS), the 
most ambitious clean air strategy 
of its kind in the state, and likely in 
the entire country. The MCAS and 
its “Health Equity for All” vision 
represents the Port’s commitment to 
environmental justice, specifically 
cleaner air for everyone who lives, 
works, and plays on and around San 
Diego Bay.

Expanding shore power at the 
cruise terminals is among many of 
the Port’s clean air efforts. Other 
initiatives the Port is pursuing or are 
underway include:

Installation this year of two 
all-electric Konecranes Gottwald 
Generation 6 Mobile Harbor Cranes 

(first all-electric cranes to operate in 
North America) to replace the diesel 
crane at the Tenth Avenue Marine 
Terminal;

The first all-electric tugboat in 
the U.S. will be in operation on San 
Diego Bay this year in partnership 
with Crowley. The Port is building a 
shoreside charging station to support 
the eTug;

A new shore power system at the 
National City Marine Terminal;

An emissions capture and control 
system (otherwise known as a 
bonnet) from Clean Air Engineering 
– Maritime, Inc. (CAEM), which 
will be able to connect to ships 
that are not shore power capable 
and reduce their emissions while at 
berth.

Transitioning all cargo handling 
equipment at the Port and 100 
percent of short-haul cargo trucks 
that serve the Port’s terminals to 
zero emissions by 2030 – the State’s 
requirement is by 2035.

 Infrastructure improvements 
including a 700 KW solar PV system 
with storage and microgrid at the 
Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal; and

 Innovative technology along 
Harbor Drive to smartly manage 
cargo truck traffic passing through 
Barrio Logan and National City.
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Shri P. Raveendran, IRTS, 
has assumed charge as the 
Principal Chief Commercial 

Manager (PCCM) of Southern 
Railway on 12 January 2023. 

An alumnus of the College 
of Engineering, Guindy, Shri P. 
Raveendran joined Indian Railways 
as an

Officer of Indian Railway Traffic 
Service (IRTS) 
cadre belonging to 
1988 batch. Prior 
to taking over as 
PCCM, Southern 
Railway, he held 
the post of Chief 
Claims Officer, 
Southern Railway.

Shri P. 
Raveendran has 
specialized in 
railway operations 
and focuses on increasing efficiency 
and asset utilization in railway 
freight operations. He has varied 
experience in the areas of Logistics, 
infrastructure development and 
multi-modal logistics business, etc. 

Earlier, he has served as Chief 
Freight Transportation Manager, 

Southern Railway, Group General 
Manager, Container Corporation of 
India (CONCOR) and Divisional 
Railway Manager, Khurda Road 
and Chairman, Chennai Port Trust.

The Hon’ble Railway Minister’s 
Award for meritorious service had 
been presented to Shri P. Raveendran 
while he held the position of Senior 
Divisional Operations Manager for 
the Chennai Division of Southern 
Railway. 

Shri P. Raveendran had 
undergone long-term training in 
Passenger Transportation in Urban 
Agglomeration in Germany. Further, 
as part of his earlier assignments, he 
had also visited countries like China, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and 
Belgium.

Former Chennai Port Chairman 
Raveendran Takes Charge as 
PCCM of Southern Railway

FumiGATiON SeRViCeS pVT LTD.,
v  India’s 1st Fumigation company to be  accredited  

with NSPM 12 Standards
v  Fumigation of wooden packing material as per  

ISPM 15 standards
v  Heat treatment for wooden packing material
v  AFAS accredited fumigation agency (Australian Quarantine)
v	 	Phyto	Sanitary	Certificate	Arrangements
v  Container Fumigation 
v  Ship Fumigation Experts
v  Ware House Fumigation 
v  Disinfestation of Vessels
v  All Type of Residential & Commercial Pest Control Services

Experts in wooden pallet fumigation and Heat Treatment

Please Contact for your requirements:

No.1, Buddu Street, 3rd Floor, P.B.No. 1846, Chennai - 600 001
FUMIGATION SERVICES PVT LTD.,

Phone: E-mail:

4242 7777, 2521 3409, 2522 1241 For Booking : booking@fumi.in

2521 7488, 2224 2175  For PQ Arrangements : pqfumigation@fumi.in

2522 0626, 2522 5061, 2524 0672 For New Enquires : fumi@fumi.in

Branches:
Bangalore, Coimbatore, Cochin, Delhi, Guntur, Hyderabad, Kakinada, Mangalore, 

Mumbai, Tuticorin, Vizag, Mundra, Gandhidham, Salem, Krishnapatnam

www.fumigationservice.com
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Masdar, one of the world’s leading 
clean energy companies, Port 
of Amsterdam, SkyNRG, Evos 

Amsterdam and Zenith Energy Terminals 
have signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) to explore the development of a 
green hydrogen supply chain between Abu 
Dhabi and Amsterdam to support Dutch and 
European markets, according to the Port of 
Amsterdam’s release.

Under this MoU, the parties will 
join their efforts to develop a green 
hydrogen supply chain, focusing 
on production in Abu Dhabi 
and export to the Netherlands 
through the port of Amsterdam. 
The exported green hydrogen 
will be delivered to key European 
sectors – sustainable aviation 
fuel (SAF), steelmaking, and 
bunkering for shipping – and will 
also be supplied to new, emerging 
European offtakers, via pipeline, truck and 
barge. Together, the parties will explore 
several hydrogen transportation methods, with 
a focus on liquid organic hydrogen carriers 
and liquid hydrogen.

Port of Amsterdam, the operator of Europe’s 
fourth-largest port, is committed to scaling up 
green hydrogen capabilities and is working 
closely with commercial parties active in 
its port on green hydrogen development. 
SkyNRG, a global leader in SAF, is developing 
a network of SAF production facilities that 
require green hydrogen as input. Zenith 
Energy Terminals and Evos Amsterdam are 
the operators of some of the most prominent 
blending and storage terminals in the port, with 
Zenith developing a liquid hydrogen supply 
chain, while Evos Amsterdam is working on a 

liquid organic hydrogen carrier supply chain.
Green hydrogen is produced with green 

electricity from renewables like wind or solar, 
in a process that separates water into oxygen and 
hydrogen via electrolysis. The International 
Renewable Energy Agency has stated that 
hydrogen will be an essential component of a 
net-zero energy system and has a key role to 
play in decarbonizing sectors that are difficult 
to electrify, such as heavy industry and long-
haul transport. The global green hydrogen 
market is projected to reach US$72 billion by 

2030, while PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC), 
has estimated that by 2050, hydrogen demand 
could be between 150 to 500 million metric 
tonnes per year.

Last December, Masdar announced its new 
shareholding structure and green hydrogen 
business unit, with a goal of achieving 100 GW 
renewable energy capacity and green hydrogen 
production of 1 million tonnes per annum 
annually by 2030. Masdar is actively involved 
in a number of projects related to green 
hydrogen production. Last year, Masdar signed 
agreements with leading Egyptian state-backed 
organizations to cooperate on the development 
of green hydrogen production plants in the 
country, targeting an electrolyzer capacity of 4 
gigawatts by 2030, and output of up to 480,000 
tonnes of green hydrogen per year.

Masdar Signs Agreement To Explore Exporting 
Green Hydrogen From Abu Dhabi To Europe


