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Sarbananda Sonowal Launches 
India’s First Centre Of Excellence  

For Green Port & Shipping

Union Minister of Ports, 
Shipping & Waterways and 
Ayush, Shri Sarbananda 

Sonowal announced India’s first 
National Centre of Excellence for 
Green Port & Shipping (NCoEGPS) 
a major initiative by the Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping towards 
providing greener solutions. The 
announcement was made by the 
Union Minister at the recently 
concluded “INMARCO 2022” in 
Mumbai. 

The centre aims to develop a 
regulatory framework and alternate 
technology adoption road map for 
Green Shipping to foster carbon 
neutrality and circular economy 
(CE) in shipping sector in India. 
India intends to increase the share of 
renewable energy to 60% of the total 
power demand of each of its major 
ports from a present share of less 

than 10%. This will be through solar 
and wind-generated power.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri 
Sonowal said, “It is my immense 
pleasure to announce establishment 
of India’s first centre of excellence 

for Green Port & Shipping as a 
major attempt by the Ministry 
towards realising Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi ji’s Mission 
LiFE movement. As per the vision 
of PM Modi ji, this movement, 
is going to be an India led global 

movement for collective action to 
protect & preserve Enviornment. 
This centre is an important step 
towards this movement as it aims 
to transform ports and shipping turn 
more Enviornment friendly.   

The Deendayal 
Port Authority 
Kandla, Paradip Port 
Authority, Paradip, V.O 
Chidambaranar Port 
Authority, Thoothukudi 
and Cochin Shipyard 
Limited, Kochi have all 
extended their support 
to the ministry to set 
up this centre. The 
Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) is the 

knowledge and implementation 
partner for this project.

Adding further on this, the 
Minister said, “This Centre will help 
on policy and regulatory support 
to the Ministry of Ports, Shipping 
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
M.K. Stalin on 15 November 
honoured port management 

expert Ennarasu Karunesan, who 
is known for having introduced 

innovations in port management 
and maritime infrastructure, with 

Chennai
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Kappalottiya Thamizhan V.O.C. 
Award.

According to a news report in The 
Hindu, Mr. Stalin handed over the 
newly incorporated ‘Kappalottiya 
Thamizhan V.O.C. Award’ to 
Ennarasu Karunesan in a function 
held in the Secretariat.

A native of Moovanallur 
Vettikadu village of Mannargudi 
Taluk in Tiruvarur district, Mr. 
Karunesan’s service to the sector 
over three decades facilitated the 
easing of port operations and saw the 
introduction of new technologies. 
He was key in upgrading the ports 
in Mumbai, Mundra, Chennai, 
Kamarajar and Kattupalli in the 
country, to international standards. 
The award includes a cheque for ₹5 
lakh and a citation.

Minister for Industries Thangam 
Thennarasu (also holding the 
portfolio of Tamil Official Language 
and Culture), Chief Secretary V. 
Irai Anbu and senior officials were 
present.

TN CM M.K.Stalin Honours 
Ennarasu Karunesan  

With V.O.C. Award
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“Midshipmen X”
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Maersk’s U.S. subsidiary Maersk Line Limited and one of two cadets 
that sued the company after reporting they had been sexually 
assaulted at sea settled a high-profile lawsuit. The case, which was 

originally known simply as “Midshipmen X,” renewed broader attention 
to the charges of sexual assault at sea and the working environment for 
cadets and seafarers.

In a brief statement jointly issued by the plaintiff and Maersk, they said 
that they had “resolved” the litigation filed by the former midshipmen, 
Hope Hicks, who had previously identified herself as “Midshipmen X.” 
Attorneys for Ms. Hicks and MLL the statement said have mutually agreed 
that neither side will disclose details of their agreement. Ms. Hicks had 
filed suit against the Maersk subsidiary in June for sexual assault and 
harassment during her cadet Sea Year in 2019. 

The sexual assault took place during Hick’s Sea Year as a midshipman 
at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. She published a graphic account of 
her experiences aboard the ship leading up to the assault and rape aboard 
the Alliance Fairfax, which said took place when she was 19 years old by 
a 60-plus-year-old first engineer aboard the ship. The publication of her 
account led to the suspension of the Sea Year program and investigations 
by both Maersk and calls by MARAD for action. 

“It is important to me that my case has brought greater awareness of 
the issue of sexual assault and harassment at sea,” said Hicks in the joint 
statement. “The leadership of MLL has expressed the need for change. 
The changes that MLL has proposed are an important first step, but there 
is still a lot of work to be done in the maritime industry.”

After Hicks came forward with her account of her Sea Year, a second 
USMMA cadet also came forward. She also reported being sexually 
assaulted and having a similar work environment experience aboard the 
same ship a year after Hicks. Known only as “Midshipman Y” she also 
filed suit against the Maersk subsidiary. Settlement talks are reportedly 
ongoing with this second case scheduled to return to court next month.

“We want to be absolutely clear that the events Ms. Hicks describes 
are unacceptable. No matter who and where you are, those who work with 
us must feel safe and protected in our work environment,” said William 
Woodhour, CEO of Maersk Line, Limited in the joint statement. “The parties 
agree that all industry partners need to work together to ensure that all of 
our mariners are provided with a respectful and safe work environment at 
sea.”

After the publication of Hicks’ accounts of her experience at sea, 
Maersk commenced an investigation reporting that it was undertaking a 
comprehensive review that reportedly reached the corporate headquarters 
in Denmark. MLL acknowledged as part of its agreement with Hicks that 
it has initiated a full program of training, reporting, and accountability 
internally, and is working externally with all industry stakeholders, to 
include its industry partners, labor unions, the Maritime Administration, the 
maritime academies, and the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Accusations of an abusive work environment and sexual assault 
have continued to surface across the industry. Earlier this year, a male 
deck cadet filed a complaint with the U.S. Coast Guard regarding his 
experiences while recently two other female USMMA cadets accused a 
captain of sexual assault

In the first case, the USCG suspended the officer’s license for one 
year while the master in the most recent cases voluntarily surrendered his 
license before the USCG hearing began.

The USMMA has resumed its Sea Year training after further overhauls 
to the program. The 2021 suspension was the second after an earlier 
stand down due to accusations over the safety of cadets at sea. Last 
week, MARAD appointed the first female superintendent to the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy. Retired Rear Admiral Joanna Nunan MARAD 
said understands the challenges “to ensuring USMMA prepares students 
in a safe and respectful environment to excel in a maritime industry 
undergoing rapid change.” 
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The Central Government 
has restored the status quo 
as was prevailing prior to 

22nd May,2022 and withdrawn 
the  export duty  on iron ores lumps 
& Fines below 58% Fe content,  
iron ore pellets and the specified 
steel products including pig iron. 
The import duty concessions on 
Anthracite / PCI coal, coking coal, 
coke & semi coke and ferronickel 
have also been withdrawn. 

Thus with effect from 19 Nov, 
2022,- 

Exports of iron ore lumps and 
fines < 58% Fe will attract nil export 
duty.
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Government Withdraws Export Duty On Steel
Exports of iron ore lumps and 

fines > 58% Fe will attract lower 
export duty of 30%.

Exports of iron ore pellets will 
attract nil export duty.

Exports of pig iron and steel products 
classified under HS 7201, 7208, 
7209,7210,7213, 7214, 7219, 7222 & 7227 
will attract nil export duty Anthracite/PCI 
& coking coal and ferronickel will attract 
import duty of 2.5%.

Coke and Semi coke will attract 
5% import duty.

In May, 2022 , in the wake of a 
sharp and steady rise in prices of 
steel and in order to augment the 
availability both of finished steel as 
well as raw materials or intermediates 
required for steel manufacture, the 

Government took several tariff 
measures earlier this year. With 
effect from 22nd  May, 2022, export 
duty on iron ore lumps with more 
than 58% Fe content was raised from 
30% to 50% ad valorem; export duty 
of 50% was imposed on iron ore with 
Fe content below 58%; export duty of 
45% was imposed on iron ore pellets; 
export duty of 15% ad valorem was 
imposed on different forms of alloy 
and non-alloy steel including pig 
iron (HS 7201,7208,7209, 7210, 
7213, 7214, 7219, 7222, 7227)  and 
import duty exemptions were given 
to Anthracite / PCI coal, coking coal, 
coke & semi coke and ferronickel.

The current measures will provide 
a fillip to the domestic steel industry 
and boost exports.

Continued from page -1

TN CM M.K.Stalin Honours Ennarasu...

Sarbananda Sonowal Launches India’s....
and Waterways for developing 
regulatory framework and alternate 
technology adoption roadmap for 
Green Shipping to foster carbon 
neutrality and circular economy (CE) 
in shipping sector in India. I thank 
all the stakeholders of this project 
for hedging their resources towards a 
very important aspect of the sector.” 

The ports have also aimed to 
reduce Carbon emissions per ton 
of cargo handled by 30% by 2030. 
The Maritime Vision Document 
2030, released by Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi is a 10 Year 
blueprint on India’s vision of a 
sustainable Maritime sector and 
vibrant blue economy. India has 
been selected as the first country 
under the IMO Green Voyage 2050 
project to conduct a pilot project 
related to Green Shipping.

India will also be implementing 
IMO energy efficiency 
requirements for existing ships 
and carbon intensity requirements 
on all its vessels whether coastal 
or international in order to help 
achieve IMO GHG reduction 
targets. India is already supplying 
shore power to ships with power 
demand less than 150 KW at 
present and targeting to supply 
shore power to all visiting ships. 
India is working actively at 
Marine Environmental Protection 
Committee of IMO to help 

devise acceptable regulatory 
requirements for GHG emission 
reduction in line with IMO GHG 
initial strategy.

India’s Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC) under the 
Paris Agreement for the Period 
2021-2030 include: to reduce the 
emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 
to 35 per cent by 2030 from 2005 
level, and to achieve 
about 40 percent 
cumulative electric 
power installed 
capacity from non-
fossil fuel-based 
energy resources 
by 2030 with the 
help of transfer of 
technology and low-
cost international 
finance. India is 
well on its way to 
achieve these targets 
and has already 
achieved more than 24.5% share 
of Renewable Energy (RE) in 
total Installed Capacity. Globally, 
today India stands 4th in RE power 
capacity, 4th in Wind power, and 5th 
in Solar Power capacity.

As all the industry sectors are 
moving towards achieving carbon 
neutrality and implementing CE 
measures ahead of Government 
of India commitment for the year 
2070. The shipping sector which is 
both energy and resource intensive 

also needs an implementation 
road map to achieve energy and 
resource neutrality. Therefore, the 
work undertaken by the NCoEGPS 
will provide the decision makers 
at a national and sub-national level 
with methodology and framework 
to implement carbon neutrality 
measures, to meet (and exceed) 
obligations under the Paris Accord 

through electrification of process, 
through renewable energy, carbon 
capture and storage, and other 
emerging alternate fuel technologies 
including green fuels. The scope of 
work carried out by NCoEGPS will 
also include training and capacity 
of different stakeholders for fast-
tracking adoption green measures 
identified through research.

The NCoEGPS will be working 
under the framework of the Sagarmala 
programme of the MoPSW.

Ennarasu is a Mechanical 
Engineer with more than 33 years 
of leadership in the maritime and 
ports sector, having held prominent 
Chief Executive-Level posts at ports 
and terminals in Asia and the Indian 
Subcontinent as well Indian Ports 
of Mumbai Port Authority, Chennai 
Port Authorities’ owned Container 
Terminal. He currently serves as an 
advisor to Indian Ports.

With a Master’s Degree in 
Management from the University of 
Mumbai, Ennarasu has a wide range 
of management experience in ports, 
container terminals, freight stations 
and inland container depots, as well 
as integrated end-to-end supply 
chain logistics. He introduced 
innovative port technologies and 
developed maritime infrastructure 
with safe & sustainable operations.

He has experience working for 
the Indian government, namely 
the Port Authority of Mumbai, in 
the late nineteen eighties. With 
two spells in Malaysia from 1996 
onwards, he played a key role in 
establishing the renowned Westport 

Container Terminals in Port Klang, 
Malaysia as its General Manager of 
operations and then as CEO (2001 
- 2004).

Following success there he 
returned to India and occupied 
several senior posts including 
Director & Chief Executive Officer, 
Chennai Container Terminal Ltd.
(CCT), Dubai Ports World (2004 - 
2015) and Joint President and CEO 
of the Mundra Port, Gujarat, India 
(2015 - 2019). At Mundra Port he 
oversaw the exponential increase in 
capacity to 250 million tons, which 
2 is the largest port in India. He was 
also actively involved in setting up 
and commissioning of Container 
Terminal in Kamarajar Port at 
Ennore.

Notably, during his service 
as CEO at Chennai Container 
Terminal for about 10 years, he 
spearheaded the major projects 
for Southern India EXIM Trade, 
implemented the Ennore Manali 
Road connectivity to Chennai 
Port for seamless movement of 
Containers and technological 
solutions for Container Operations, 

raised the performance to Global
Standards by adopting global 

ports experience to Tamil Nadu 
and Indian EXIM industries. 
Especially for automobile and 
car manufacturing companies 
benefited with the JIT- JUST IN 
TIME movement of containers for 
enabling Chennai as “Detroit of 
Asia,” exporting more than a million 
cars to global countries.

He was instrumental in 
transforming India’s Container 
EXIM trade to double its growth 
in 18 years and received more than 
25 awards for his seamless service 
to the EXIM Trade of India and 
Tamil Nadu. He has been recently 
appointed a IAPH’s (International 
Association for Ports & Harbours, 
Tokyo) First Regional Director 
to India. An annual award of 
Kappalottiya Thamizhan V.O.C. 
with a cash prize of ₹5 lakh, a gold 
medal and a citation would be part 
of the award. This award will surely 
motivate Shri Ennarasu Karunesan 
to contributing Tamilnadu CM’s 
vision of making TN into One 
Trillion Dollar economy by 2030.
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Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution and Textiles, Shri 
Piyush Goyal reviewed the progress 
achieved by PM GatiShakti National 
Master Plan at a meeting with senior 
officials from various line ministries 
in New Delhi on 16 November.

Since its launch in October 
2021, the PM GatiShakti 
National Master Plan has been 
a transformative approach 
towards integrated planning and 
synchronized infrastructure project 
implementation.  Adopting a ‘whole 
of the government approach’, 
the National Master Plan has 
successfully incorporated more 
than 1900 GIS data layers for 
infrastructure mapping of different 
Ministries and State Governments. 

The valedictory function 
of Vigilance Awareness 
Week – 2022 was held at 

V.O.Chidambaranar Port Authority 
on 16 November, 2022. 

The Vigilance Awareness 
Week was observed by the 
V.O.Chidambaranar Port Authority 
from 31st October to 06 November 
2022 on the theme of ‘Corruption 
Free India for a Developed Nation’, 
as envisaged by the Central 
Vigilance Commission.

Shri S. Murali Krishnan, IDAS, 
Chief Vigilance Officer, V.O. 
Chidambaranar Port Authority, 
welcomed the gathering and 
underscored that the Information 
Technology (IT) and computerized 
Land Record Management 
initiatives taken by the Port has 
enabled transparency in decision 
making process.

Shri T.K. Ramachandran, IAS., 
Chairman, V.O. Chidambaranar Port 
Authority, graced the function as 
Chief Guest and in his address stated 
that, as our country is progressing 
ahead to be a developed Nation, it 
is imperative that the young minds 
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Piyush Goyal Reviews Progress Of  
PM Gatishakti National Master Plan

Valedictory Function of Vigilance Awareness  
Week -2022 Observed at V.O.Chidambaranar Port 

In the last one year, the NMP has 
effectively expedited many projects 
which had been previously stalled.

 Shri Goyal appreciated the 
progress made by central Ministries 
and States in stepping 
up the usage of the 
National Master Plan, 
especially to plan critical 
infrastructure. The 
Minister called for more 
training and capacity 
building to further 
boost the utilization 
of PM GatiShakti by 
various line ministries, 
departments and states.

He also asked 
ministries to prioritize the bridging 
of critical infrastructure gaps and 
focus on development of regions 
of strategic importance, especially 
industrial clusters that can act as 
drivers of economic growth.

are inculcated with the values of 
honesty, discipline, and integrity. He 
also requested all the Officers of the 
Port to have a ‘Humane Approach’ 
while interpreting the regulations 
and implementing the official 

procedures, so that the functioning 
of the organisation  is smooth. 

Shri Bimal Kumar Jha, Deputy 
Chairman, V.O. Chidambaranar Port 
Authority, in his address, stated that 
the various competitions conducted 
by the Port for Schools and Colleges 
would kindle spark among the 
young minds, on the hurdles posed 
by corruption in Nation Building 
Process and would instill a sense of 
integrity among them.

The NMP Platform is now 
also being used by all Central 
Ministries and State Governments 
for smoother planning process and 
sound decision making. Over 250 

infrastructure projects 
have been examined in 
the last one year by using 
the National Master Plan 
and the PM GatiShakti 
Institutional Structure.

These projects include 
many connectivity 
linkages of rail, port, 
road, and last mile 
infrastructure projects 
for sectors such as 
agriculture, food, steel, 

and coal.
During the meeting various 

Ministries made presentations 
and deliberated their progress and 
achievements through the National 
Master Plan platform.

As a part of the Vigilance 
Awareness Week, the Port has 
organised a series of competitions 
like Slogan writing, Essay 
writing, Elocution Competition, 
Skit (Drama), Drawing, Singing 

and Rangoli 
competition for 
School & College 
Students and the 
Employees of 
the Port. More 
than 400 school / 
college students 
and employees 
actively took part 
in the competitions 
organised by the 
Port.

Shri. T.K. 
Ramachandran,IAS, Chairman V.O. 
Chidambaranar Port Authority, also 
distributed prizes to the winners of 
various competitions in the presence 
of Shri Bimal Kumar Jha, Deputy 
Chairman, V.O.Chidambaranar 
Port Authority and Shri S. Murali 
Krishnan, IDAS, Chief Vigilance 
Officer, V.O. Chidambaranar Port 
Authority. Shri R. Balaji Retnam, 
Deputy Chief Vigilance Officer, 
Vigilance Department, rendered the 
vote of thanks.

The Union Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
[MoPSW] is working 

diligently to develop the maritime 
sector as a goal of MIV 2030. 

In this regard 8th Norway-India 
Joint Working Group Maritime 
meeting was held on November 17, 
2022, in Mumbai. The meeting was 
co-chaired by Rajesh Kumar Sinha, 
Additional Secretary, MoPSW in 
presence of Amitabh Kumar, Director 
General of Shipping, Directorate 
General of Shipping, Kumar Sanjay 
Bariar, Addl. Director General of 
Shipping, Directorate General of 
Shipping Ajith Sukumaran, Chief 
Surveyor (I/c), Directorate General 
of Shipping Madhu Nair, Chairman 
and MD, Cochin Shipyard Limited 
along with other MoPSW senior 
officials. The Norwegian delegation 
was led by Director General Ottar 
Ostnes from the Ministry of Trade, 
Industries and Fisheries.

Fruitful discussions were held 
on the Norway-India cooperation 
on green maritime future. Both 
governments presented their visions 
and plans for a green maritime 
sector.

Additional Secretary MoPSW 
highlighted that the maritime trade 
with Norway is dating back to 1600. 
While Norway has the technical 
expertise in Maritime sector and 
India has huge potential for the 
development of the Maritime sector 
and a large pool of trained seafarers, 
which make both countries natural 
complementary partners.

India-Norway Joint Working 
Group on Maritime meetings are 
being held on a regular basis. The 
7th JWG on Maritime was held in 
Oslo in November 2019. During 
the 7th Meeting issues regarding 
cooperation in Shipbuilding, 
enhancing skills of seafarers, and 
environment-friendly ships were 
discussed.

In the 8th JWG Maritime Meeting 
held on 18.11.2022 discussion was 
held on the use of alternative fuels 
like green ammonia and hydrogen 
for futuristic shipping. Norwegian 
Green Shipping Programme has 
been successful and the experience 
and expertise was shared in the 
meeting. Norway stated that it 
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is committed to India for zero-
emission solutions.

India Norway is part of the Green 
Voyage 2050 project, both parties 
agreed on willingness, devotion, 
partnership, and capacity building 
for achieving common goals.

India is a signatory to Hongkong 
Convention for Recycling of Ships. 
In today’s meeting India requested 
that EU regulation should not 
hinder to recycling non-European 
countries which is compliant as per 
International Convention. Norway 
was requested not to prolong 
Ship recycling to India as lot of 
investment has been made by Indian 
recyclers.

India has pressed upon 
cooperation in the filed of Maritime 
Training in latest maritime 
technology eg. MASS etc. The 
Indian side has requested Norway to 
extend Ship Board training and Ship 
Board training in the area of Polar 
Water Navigation.

“We also discussed how to further 
develop training and recruitment 
of seafarers. We need skilled and 
motivated seafarers to man our 
ships, and we need to get women 
on board”, added Norway’s Consul 
General to Mumbai, Mr Arne Jan 
Flølo.

“Ministry of Ports Shipping and 
Waterways has prepared Maritime 
India Vision 2030 identified more 
than 150 initiatives across various 
maritime sectors like ports, shipping 
and waterways focusing on capacity 
augmentation, operational efficiency 
improvement, growth in sectors 
related to Shipbuilding, recycling 
and repair, quality maritime 
education and also supporting 
growth of nascent sectors like cruise 
tourism in the country,” said Addl. 
Secretary, MoPSW.

The Norwegian delegation will 
also take part in INMARCO, the 
Green Shipping Conclave, and 
the Maritime ShEO conference. 
The Maritime ShEO conference 
is supported by Norway and 
focused on maritime diversity and 
sustainability, including gender 
equality in the maritime industry.

Ottar Ostnes Director General, 
Department of Maritime Policy and 
Coastal Development invited the 
Indian delegation to Norway for the 
next proposed 9th JWG meeting.

India Teams Up With Norway 
For A Green Maritime Sector

The Danish shipping major 
Maersk has participated 
in the second round of 

pre-expression of interest [EoI] 
road show by the department 
of investment and public assets 
management [Dipam].

JSW group and Essar Ports were 
the other two groups that participated 
in the second round of road show. 
This comes after five companies- I 
Squared Capital, Sojitz Corporation, 
Adani Group, DP World and PSA 
Singapore- showed interest in the 
first round of the disinvestment 
process of CONCOR held last 
month.  A second was held seeing 
the interest shown by international 
majors like Maersk, according to 
sources close to the disinvestment 
process.
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The latest development comes at 
a time Maersk is planning to double 
its warehousing presence in India 
in the next one year and to expand 
its presence in the region.  Earlier, 
the global major said Maersk will 
launch a new ocean shipping service 
Saheen Express beginning from 
November this year.

The service will be from Mundra, 
Pipava, Jebel Ali, Damman and 
Jebel Ali and back to Mundra 
creating a stable and reliable service 
in India-UAE Saudi Arabia corridor, 
it said in a statement.

The Concor road show has 
been organised to bring clarity to 
prospective investors about the land 
licensing fee, which was a major 
stumbling block for the divestment 
process of CONCOR which began 
in 2019.

Maersk, JSW, Essar  
Join The Race

S.G. Panicker has taken over  
as the Regional  Executive 
Director, Southern Region, 

Airports Authority of  India, 
Chennai on 14.11.2022.

S.G.Panicker is an Engineering 
Graduate in Electrical from the  
University of Kerala.  He has also 
done his MBA with specialisation 
in HRM. He started his career in 
Fertilizer and Chemical Travancore 
Limited (FACT), Udyogamondal, 
Kerala in July 1989and  also 
worked with Central Public Works 
Department, Augrangabad / 
Maharashtra from 1991 to 1993.

Joined erstwhile National 
Airports Authority in the year 
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S.G.Panicker Takes Over as Regional Executive 
Director, Southern Region, AAI, Chennai

1993 as Asst.Executive Engineer at 
Mumbai, Western Regional Office, 
he served  in Electrical Engg. Dept 
from Manager to Joint General 
Manager positions 
and executed 
various projects of 
Terminal Buildings, 
Operational area, 
Control Towers etc.  
Also, he worked 
at AAI Corporate 
Head Quarters, New 
Delhi in Planning 
and awarded new 
Terminal Buildings 
at Bhopal, Indore and Aurangabad 
Airports.

Further, S.G.  Panicker has 
served as General Manager(Engg) 
from June, 2016 to Oct, 2022 at 

Trichy Project, Chennai Airport, 
Chennai Regional Headquarters, 
Northern and Eastern Regional 
Head Quarters.

Assumed the charge as 
Regional Executive Director, 
Southern Region, Chennai 
on 14.11.2022 at Chennai, 
he will be overseeing the 
activities of 26 airports 
across the States of Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Karnataka, 
Kerala and Pondicherry and 
one UT, carrying out Airport 
Operations, Communication 

Navigation Surveillance and Air 
Traffic Management services, 
giving utmost importance to the 
infrastructure development at 
almost all the airports.
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A two-day Summit on Prime 
Minister Gati-Shakti 
Multimodal Maritime was 

inaugurated in Bhubaneswar today 
under the joint aegis of Paradip 
Port Authority, State and Central 
Government. 

Addressing the Summit as Chief 
Guest, Chief Secretary Sri Suresh 
Chandra Mahapatra said, “Odisha is 
a maritime State, and has strategic 
location for coastal shipping.  Our 
Coastal line is quite suitable for 
development of deep Ports. Eastern 
part of India including Odisha is 
growing at a fast rate.  Odisha is 
supplying Thermal Coal, Iron Ore 
and Manganese to a large number of 

States in India. The growth rate will 
be faster in coming years”.  

Sri Mahapatra added, “The 
PM Gati-Shakti is a Pan Indian 
platform that would address to 
the critical issues of reducing 
logistic cost of mineral transport 
substantially, and would accelerate 
the growth of Coastal Shipping. It 
is a comprehensive and converged 
platform of all the related 
departments in both State and Central 
Government along with other major 
Stakeholders”.  With uploading of 
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PM Gati –Shakti Multimodal Maritime 
Summit Held At Bhubaneswar

information by all concerned, the 
planning and decision making for 
the Sector would be more perfect 
and faster. It would also bring the 
real ease of doing business for the 
investors.   Sri Mahapatra opined, 
Odisha would soon become one of 
the biggest hubs in Coastal Shipping 
of the minerals and finished 
products. Sri Mahapatra assured that 
State Government would extend 
all help for implementation of the 
recommendations of this two-day 
Summit. 

Joining the inaugural session as 
Guest of honour, Divisional Railway 
Manager Sri Rinkesh Roy said, 
“East cost railway is No-1 freight 
loading zone in the entire Railways. 
Paradip is the 2nd largest Port in 

terms of the volume 
handled through 
Rail link network. 
The region has huge 
Mining and Industrial 
belt”. He said that 
East Coast railway 
was on its path for 
augmentation of 
its Rail-network in 
Odisha from Mining 
and Industrial points 
to the Port. 

Addressing the Summit, Joint 
Secretary Sagarmala Projects 
of Govt of India Sri Bhusan 
Kumar  gave a blue print of the 
converged mechanism put in place 
for successful implementation of 
Gati Shakti projects. He said that 
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways prioritized improvement 
of connectivity to more than 50 
plus non-major operative Ports 
through PM Gati Shakti. In this 
comprehensive port connectivity 
plan, more than 107 connectivity 

gaps were  identified for abridging 
port connectivity. 

Shri Jayant Singh, Vice Chairman, 
IWAI said “Inland waterways is 
the low hanging fruit in seamless 
multimodal transportation.  Odisha 
with its long stretches of water 
mass across different regions posses 
immense potential for development 
of Inland waterways.  

Chairman Paradip Port Authority 
Shri P.L. Haranadh said, that Paradip 
Port in its 56 years of Cargo handling 
service would attain a record 125 
MMT annual traffic in FY 2022-
23. He added, “During the Amrit 
Kal, Paradip will be the Port of the 
Millennium by having a capacity of 
more than 500 MMT by 2047”.  

PM Gati-Shakti would be the 
prime mover of this transformation. 
He stressed the need to augment 
capacity of Rail, Road and 
Waterways to match the capacity 
augmentation plans of Paradip port. 
Deputy Chairman Paradip Port 
Authority Sri A.K. Bose presented 
the past, present and future prospects 
of Paradip Port and offered the vote 
of thanks. 

The inaugural session was 
followed by two technical 
sessions namely Gati-Shakti 
platform- Creating synergy among 
departments; and, Potential 
opportunities in logistic eco-
system for sustainable Industrial 
development.. The veteran subject 
experts from Container Corporation 
of India, Ministry of Commerce and 
Transport Government of India, 
Commissionerate of Customs, Steel 
Authority of India, Tata Steels, 
Mahanadi Coal Field, JM Baxi, 
IFFCO, Samsara Shipping led the 
deliberations in these two sessions. 

The International Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ITF) 
is reporting on yet another 

hardship case where seafarers are 
not being paid, and international 
labor conventions are not observed. 
They are pointing to the failure of 
flag states to observe the regulations 
they adopted and the damage it is 
doing to the country’s reputation.

The latest instance involves 
a fairly sketchy ship registered in 
Tanzania since 2021. According to 
the ITF, the owner of this vessel has 
a history of not paying crewmembers 
but in this case, they are singling out 
an engineer who has been aboard the 
ship for 10 years but unpaid for the last 
seven. They are saying the engineer 
can barely get off the ship, and in 
violation of maritime regulations is 
working without a contract.

“The ITF is extremely concerned 
about Abdul Naser Saleh,” said 
Mohamed Arrachedi, ITF Flags of 
Convenience Network Coordinator 
for the Arab World and Iran. “He has 
been unable to support his family. 
He has been unable even to see some 
of his children. He has been treated 
as a slave. He must be paid what he 
is owed and allowed to return home 
without delay.”

They are reporting that Saleh, a 
Syrian national, signed aboard the 
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Engineer On Tanzanian-Registered Ship  
Is Unpaid For Seven Years: ITF

vessel on September 20, 2021, as 
an engineer and continues in that 
role to this day. They contend, “He 
has been tricked and cajoled by the 
owners into remaining at his post 
while other crew members have 
come and gone.”

During this time, they report that 
Saleh has rarely been off the ship 
named Al Maha, a Ro-Ro converted 
into a cargo ship and operating as 
a livestock carrier. The 1,600 dwt 
vessel is 43-years-old and currently 
owned according to the ITF by 
Abalkhail Marine Navigation and 
operates out of Jeddah. Saleh has 
been able to go ashore to see family 
when the ship stops in Sudan but he 
has not seen other family who are in 
Egypt for the past 10 years.

The ITF reports that over the 
years other crew members have 
come and gone from the ship. Six 
Sudanese seafarers were recently 
discharged and paid the two-months 
wages owed to them. However, the 
ITF says there are currently another 
nine Syrian seafarers on the ship 
who have also not been paid since 
July 2022. They are reporting that 
other crewmembers are believed 
to have taken legal action against 
the company for unpaid wages. 
According to the ITF under the 
Maritime Labor Convention, a ship 
is technically considered abandoned 
if the crew has not been paid for 

more than two months.
Intervening on behalf of the 

seafarers, the ITF reports it has 
been in contact with both maritime 
officials in Saudi Arabia and 
Tanzania. The Saudis have inspected 
the ship, which is currently docked 
in Jeddah, and report they are 
investigating. Tanzania replied to 
the ITF saying it was looking into 
the case.

The ITF points out that Tanzania 
said it was suspending its open 
registry in January 2018 after a 
series of incidents involving ships 
flying its flag. Currently, the ITF 
reports however that 11 ships 
registered in Tanzania are banned 
from various ports under the Paris 
MoU or along the Atlantic Coast of 
North America. They also highlight 
that the Paris MoU has blacklisted 
Tanzania warning port inspectors 
that its ships are among the highest 
risk for failing to meet standards. 

The Al Maha, the ITF reports, 
however, was re-registered in 
Tanzania for a four-year period 
as recently as December 2021. 
The ITF believes that this is a sign 
that Tanzania is again registering 
foreign-owned ships. They cite the 
damage these cases are causing to 
Tanzania’s reputation and call on the 
authorities to intervene to enforce 
the maritime labor convention and 
protect the rights of the seafarers.

In its first-ever innovation 
challenge, THE BIG TECH 
PROJECT, DP World has opened 

its doors to academics from top-
notch universities in the UAE and 
India to reimagine global supply 
chain and create new technology 
driven solutions.

The Group Chairman and 
CEO of DP World, Sultan Ahmed 
bin Sulayem, said, “DP World 
challenged the university students to 
design and build prototypes of their 
proposed trade solutions, under the 
expert guidance of mentors from DP 
World’s Global Technology team.”

After receiving dozens of entries, 
four finalists have now been 
selected, with three from India and 
one from the UAE. They will be 
flown on an all-expenses paid trip to 
Dubai in November to present their 
solutions to DP World’s THE BIG 
TECH PROJECT jury.

The grand finale will take 
place by the end of November 
where the finalists will compete 
for DP World’s first-ever Student 
Innovators title. All finalists will 
be given guaranteed internships at 
DP World and Macbook laptops, 
while the winner and runner up will 
receive cash prizes as well.

“By digitising a traditionally 
analogue industry, DP World aims 
to make trade smarter, to keep it 
flowing, increase visibility and 
minimise disruption. This is how 
trade networks fit for the future 
are built. Initiatives like THE BIG 
TECH PROJECT will help us 
accelerate this trend by tapping 
into the creativity of some of the 
brightest young minds in India and 
the UAE. I am excited to see the 

Carrier Transicold, a part of 
Carrier Global Corporation, 
the leading global provider 

of healthy, safe, sustainable and 
intelligent building and cold chain 
solutions, recently provided 1,750 
PrimeLINE® and EverFRESH® 
40-foot high-cube refrigeration 
units to Pacific International Lines 
(PIL), a Singapore-based shipping 
company ranked 12th among the 
world’s top container shipping lines.

The new containers will 
expand PIL’s refrigerated shipping 
capabilities, allowing transportation 
of fresh perishable products to 
newer and farther markets. In 
addition to the Carrier Transicold 
support hotline, new and existing 
EverFRESH customers benefit from 
24/7 EverFRESH Technical Online 
Support, giving them access to a 
team of technical experts to provide 
technical support onboard a vessel, 
no matter what day or time it is.  

“We are happy that PIL 
places its trust and confidence in 
Carrier Transicold,” said Leow 
Eng Meng, Sales Director, Asia, 
Global Container Refrigeration, 
Carrier Transicold. “Our popular 
PrimeLINE unit, a highly advanced 
model of our original front-wall 
unit, coupled with the next-gen 
EverFRESH units’ robust design 
and proven performance, will propel 
PIL’s fleet into the future.”

“PIL is upscaling our suite 
of reefer services, providing 
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solutions these student innovators 
have devised to solve real world 
problems,” said Sultan Ahmed Bin 
Sulayem.

The four finalists are from:
Mohamed bin Zayed University 

of Artificial Intelligence, Abu 
Dhabi, UAE: A 3D visual guidance 
equipment maintenance and 
inspection system for port terminal 
equipment.

International Institute of 
Information Technology (IIIT) 
Bangalore, India: Leveraging the 
metaverse to give students a real-
time understanding of daily life in 
different careers, help them make 
informed decisions.

IIIT Bangalore, India: VR 
experience for Dragonmart where 
customers and wholesalers can 
benefit mutually.

IIT Kharagpur, India: Digital-
twin solution to tackle harbour 
congestion, unpredictable demand 
and unreliable operations.

While the students prepare their 
solutions, DP World continues to 
expand its tech centres worldwide 
and build new solutions. It recently 
established two new tech centres at 
Bengaluru and Hyderabad in India, 
with another upcoming centre in 
Gurgaon.

The new tech employees will take 
on a variety of roles – from developers, 
product and project management, 
quality assurance and automation, UX 
Design, system analysts and system 
design – fulfilling DP World’s vision 
of building technologically advanced 
integrated services to help trade flow. 
They will work on cutting-edge 
applications of heavy automation, 
AI/ML and robotics – such as DP 
World’s unique proprietary Box Bay 
technology.

sophisticated solutions such as 
controlled atmosphere containers 
to meet our customers’ needs. Our 
aim is to provide reliable products 
to protect our customers’ valuable 
cargo, in the most energy efficient 
manner to support sustainability 
efforts,” said Lim Chee Wei, General 
Manager Logistics Division, PIL. 
“We awarded our reefer order 
to Carrier Transicold, which 
includes EverFRESH integrated 
controlled atmosphere refrigerated 
containers. Carrier Transicold has 
a longstanding industry reputation 
for quality, energy efficient reefers 
and their prompt aftersales service 
is an added assurance for our 
customers’ cargo during the entire 
transportation journey.”

The PrimeLINE unit, which has 
been the industry sales leader for 
more than 15 years, features:

Efficient performance, owing 
to its use of an energy-conserving 
digital scroll compressor.

Fast temperature pull-down.
Tight temperature control within 

+/- 0.25 C.
High air flow, attributed to its 

aerospace-inspired fan design.
Excellent cost of ownership 

thanks to its efficiency and reliable 
design.

The PrimeLINE refrigeration unit 
is an efficient solution contributing 
to Carrier’s 2030 Environmental, 
Social and Governance (ESG) goals 
to reduce its customers’ carbon 
footprint by more than one gigaton.

DP World’s Big Tech Project 

Carrier Transicold Helps PIL Expand its Shipping 
Capabilities with Energy-Efficient PrimeLINE 

and EverFRESH-Refrigerated Containers
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Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority 
(JNPA), India’s best performing 
Port, signed a concession 

agreement with JM Baxi Ports and 
Logistics Ltd. on 15 November 
2022, to Upgrade, Equip and O&M 
of Shallow Water Berth (SWB) 
and Coastal Berth (CB) Terminals 
through PPP mode. 

JNPA is India’s first 100% 
Landlord Major Port. The SWB and 
CB terminals will be upgraded and 
managed by an SPV named “Nhava 

Sheva Distribution Terminal Private 
Limited” formed by J M Baxi group.

The agreement was signed in 
the presence of Shri Sanjay Sethi, 
IAS, Chairman, JNPA, Shri Unmesh 
Sharad Wagh, IRS, Dy. Chairman, 
JNPA, Shri Dhruv Krishna Kotak, 
MD, J M Baxi Group and all the 
HODs of JNPA.

Speaking at the occasion Shri 
Sanjay Sethi, IAS, Chairman, JNPA 
said, “SWB and CB will now be 
a PPP terminal, the successful 
bidder being J M Baxi group. The 
concessionaire has to Upgrade, 
equip, Operate, maintain and 
transfer this terminal at the end of 
the Concession period of 30 years. 
The terminal will be developed in 
one single phase of 3 years. JNPA 
will continue to develop and provide 
supporting infrastructure facilities.

Many of the major global 
ports are today landlord facilities, 
whose key responsibilities include 
marketing. JNPA will now be taking 
up marketing in a more streamlined 
manner, with the Authority 
doing common port business 
development.”

The 4 million metric tonnes per 
annum (MMTA) capacity shallow 
water berth (SWB) has a length of 
445 meters of which 125 m has been 
developed as Ro-Ro Terminal. The 
SWB can accommodate vessels up 
to 30,000 DT making it the most 
preferred facility for Coastal as 
well as foreign cargo. SWB is a 
multi-cargo terminal capable of 
handling container, cement, general 
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cargo, and liquid cargo vessels 
both Foreign and Coastal. The USP 
of this multi-purpose clean cargo 
terminal is the ability to connect 
coastal containers through Ro-Ro 
ships, revolutionizing the water-
based logistics eco-system of Nhava 
Sheva making it the most connected 
hub in the country. This opens up 
massive last-mile solutions and 
broadens access to the hinterland. 
At a time when the GoI is focusing 
on increasing the modal share 
of coastal cargo, and industries 
looking at greener options, this new 

infrastructure can 
play a crucial role.

JNPA has 
developed the 
coastal berth with 
a vision to provide 
a dedicated berth 

for coastal cargo in order to boost 
coastal shipping. The project was 
partly funded under the ‘Sagarmala’ 
program of the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping, and Waterways to 
provide a boost to coastal cargo 
movement. The coastal berth will 
aid the smooth and faster coastal 
movement of cargo through a green 
channel and help increase the share 
of coastal shipping in the domestic 
cargo movement and as well as 
facilitate the export-import (EXIM) 
community. The coastal berth has 
the capacity to handle about 2.8 
million metric tonnes of coastal 
cargo per annum (MMTA) like 
steel, cement, container, fertilizer, 
food grains and a few other clean 
cargoes. The berth has a backup 
area of 9 hectares for cargo storage 
and handling. As part of the project, 
J M Baxi will provide an automated 
mechanized cement handling system 
and connected conveying and silos 
for the storage of cement which will 
enable faster turnaround of vessels. 
The coastal berth, which was 
completed in November 2020, aims 
to provide better infrastructure for 
coastal shipping and decongest rail 
and road networks, ensuring cost-
competitive and effective multi-
modal transportation solutions.

JNPA, JM Baxi Ports and Logistics 
Sign Concession Agreement For 

Handing Shallow Water Berth 
Facility and Newly Constructed 

Coastal Berth TerminalsFIEO supported by AEPC, 
CLE and HEPC is currently 
participating in the 

International Sourcing Expo in 
Melbourne with over 140 Indian 
companies. This is the biggest 
participation by Indian exhibitors 
in Australia, said Dr A Sakthivel, 
President, FIEO. 

The enthusiasm of Indian 
exhibitors and more importantly 
from the serious buyers from 
Australia is clearly an indication that 
the ECTA between the two countries 
will be extremely successful. We are 
also aiming to raise the participation 
to over 200 companies in the next 
edition of the show, added Dr 
Sakthivel. 

The Australian economy, like 
ours, has not been affected much 
from the pandemic and consumerism 
is on the rise to add to the demand, 
observed FIEO Chief. Buyers are 
just waiting for ECTA to be ratified 
by the Australian Government so 
that tariff benefits may flow to them. 
Despite having tariff disadvantage 
with countries having FTA with 
Australia, our exports grew by 
over 100% in 2021-22. Once FTA 
benefits are notified, we can look for 
greater penetration of Indian goods 
into Australian markets. 

Engineering, Electronics, Auto 
components, Pharma, Gems & 
Jewellery, Apparel, Made ups, 
Leather, Handloom and Handicrafts 
are set to gain post ECTA. 
Education, IT & ITES, Tourism and 
Health are the services which   are 
likely to grow with joint venture 
opportunities as well, President, 
FIEO. 

Indian manufacturing and 
exports will also be benefited from 
duty free imports of coal, alumina, 

Batumi International 
Container Terminal (BICT), 
International Container 

Terminal Services, Inc.’s (ICTSI) 
operation in the Black Sea region, 
received the inaugural vessel call of 
COSCO Shipping Lines’ subsidiary, 
Diamond Line’s TBX1 service.

The 1,200-TEU TBX1 feeder 
service commenced its weekly 
calls at BICT in late October with 

the arrival of M/V AS Fatima. The 
new service directly calls at the Port 
of Piraeus in the Mediterranean, 
COSCO Shipping’s Med hub, 
from where Batumi and the Caucus 
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FIEO Mounts Largest Contingent of Indian 
Companies To Tap Huge Potential Offered 

by India-Australia  ECTA: Dr A Sakthivel

ICTSI Georgia welcomes TBX1 service

manganese ore, copper, bauxite and 
non-ferrous metals etc. 

We are confident that our bilateral 
merchandise trade will reach US$ 
50 Bn in the next three years, much 
before the target set, while signing 
the ECTA.

SLOWDOWN IN 
MERCHANDISE EXPORTS 

IS REFLECTION OF 
TOUGHENING GLOBAL 

TRADE CONDITIONS: FIEO 
PRESIDENT

Responding to October, 2022 
Trade Data, FIEO President, Dr A 
Sakthivel said that the slowdown in 
merchandise exports is a reflection 
of the toughening global trade 
conditions facing demand slowdown 
on account of high inventories, 
rising inflation, economies entering 
recession, high volatility in 
currencies and geopolitical tensions. 
The drop in commodity prices and 
restriction on some exports, with 
a view to stem the price increase 
in the domestic market, have also 
affected the growth numbers. He 
said that the decline in exports 
of major labour-intensive sectors 
including engineering goods, 
apparels and textiles, gems & 
jewellery, petroleum product, 
organic & inorganic chemicals, 
drugs & pharmaceuticals, marine 
products, leather & leather products 
besides many agri product sectors 
is of particular concern as these 
sectors are key to huge employment 
generation. At the same time, the 
growth in exports of electronic 
goods on a sustained basis is a good 
sign besides growth in exports of 
few agri product sectors including 
oil seeds, oil meals, tobacco, tea 
and rice. While we should not draw 
solace from the fact that exports of 
most of the economies are facing 
contraction but this is a stark reality. 

region are connected to the rest of 
the world. Additional ports in the 
service rotation include Istanbul in 
Turkey, and the ports of Constanta 
in Romania and Varna in Bulgaria 
in the Black Sea, which enable 
a weekly and short transit time 
connection within the region.

In conjunction with the new 
feeder service, Middle Corridor 
containers to/from block trains 
can be loaded into this Diamond 
Line feeder service for further 

connection with Europe, to/from 
Constanta port. This new land 
bridge provides shippers from Asia 
with a competitive transit time to 
the Caucus markets and, via the 
port of Batumi, to the rest of the 

President, FIEO said that the coming 
months would be quite challenging 
unless both global economic growth 
and geopolitical situation improves 
drastically.

However, the decline in imports 
is encouraging despite the jump 
in import of petroleum, crude 
& products, fertiliser, crude 
& manufactured and transport 
equipment. We hope that the energy 
prices will come down further to 
provide more relief to us on the 
trade deficit, opined FIEO Chief.

Dr Sakthivel added that in 
the current situation, the focus 
should be on providing liquidity 
at competitive cost to the export 
sector and therefore, RBI may 
consider opening export credit 
refinance facility to banks so as to 
encourage them to lend to the export 
sector with refinancing from RBI 
at the Repo Rate. Since the interest 
rates have moved upward and are 
now more than the pre-covid level, 
there is a strong case to restore the 
Interest Equalization support to 
5% and 3% respectively as existed 
prior to the covid period. Moreover, 
the Government should look into 
the request of the export sector for 
continuing with IGST exemption on 
freight on exports, which lapsed on 30 
September, 2022, particularly as the 
freight rates are still at much elevated 
level and GST on such freight will 
affect the liquidity of the exporters, 
though refundable later. Further, the 
Federation is also of the view that the 
new TMA scheme for agri exporters 
may be announced as the cost of 
freight, particularly the reefer, is very 
high. Besides, time-bound clearance 
to all SCOMET related shipments 
and encouragement to investment 
in export marketing through tax 
deductions is also the need of the 
hour.

Mediterranean region and especially 
with Constanta port.

“These new services highlight 
the strategic importance of our 
port to facilitate both regional 
and global trade, and presents us 
with a good opportunity to further 
expand our role in the region. We 
are excited to have been selected by 
COSCO Shipping as their terminal 
of choice in Georgia for both all 
water and rail-bound cargo. We look 
forward to a successful partnership 
with Diamond Line and the other 
members of the China COSCO 
Shipping Group,” said Nikoloz 
Gogoli, BICT chief executive 
officer.

Diamond Line GmbH (a 
subsidiary of COSCO Shipping 
Lines) operates Intra-Europe 
service and connections. BICT 
operates a multipurpose terminal 
at the Port of Batumi in Georgia 
and is a subsidiary of International 
Container Terminal Services, Inc.

Batumi International Container 
Terminal (BICT), a wholly-owned 
ICTSI Group company, has been 
active in the port of Batumi since 
2007 when it acquired a 48-year 
lease to operate a multi-purpose 
terminal with exclusivity for 
container handling.

Visit

www.portwings.in
for Latest News
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DNV hosts the Nordic 
Roadmap project’s inaugural 
conference at Høvik with 

speakers from across the maritime 
value chain providing insights on 
the topic of future fuels for shipping. 
The conference put the spotlight on 
the project’s latest research, with a 
sharp focus on concrete initiatives 
that will drive the decarbonization 

of shipping.
Funded by the Nordic Council 

of Ministers and with strong 
regional support from all the Nordic 
countries, the Nordic Roadmap 
project is focused on establishing 
a Nordic Cooperation platform to 
facilitate knowledge sharing, pilot 
projects, studies to build experience 
in new fuels, establish “green 
shipping corridors” and the enabling 
infrastructure.

Opening the event, DNV 
Maritime CEO Knut Ørbeck-
Nilssen stressed that the success of 
maritime decarbonization hinges 
on close collaboration, trust and 
continuous learning: “No one 

One of the contentious issues 
in the shipping industry 
has centered on how to 

manage the potential impact of a 
ship’s operations on the carbon 
intensity indicator (CII) rating. 
After months of consultation with 
members and deliberation, the 
trade group BIMCO adopted a CII 
Operations Clause for Time Charter 
Parties siding with owners in 

assigning the responsibility to time 
charters as the industry prepares 
for implementation of the new 
requirements from the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO).

New regulations on the carbon 
intensity of international shipping 
began on November 1 and will 
come into force on January 1, 
2023. The IMO’s long awaited 
amendments to MARPOL require 
all ships to calculate their attained 
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Nordic Roadmap Conference Brings Together 
Partners To Accelerate Decarbonization 

Through Green Shipping Corridors

BIMCO Calls For Assigning CII 
Responsibilities To Charterer

player or industry can approach 
decarbonization in isolation nor is it 
a transition that can be done at the 
same time across the globe. We have 
to start somewhere.

“In the Nordics we have a 
tremendous opportunity to drive 
progress and set an example others 
can follow, with learnings that can 
be duplicated beyond our borders. 
As wealthy countries we have the 
resources and must exercise that 

responsibility.”
In his address, Sveinung 

Oftedal, Specialist Director, 
Norwegian Ministry of Climate 
and Environment, highlighted the 
positive impact the project can 
have beyond the region: “With its 
strong traditions for cooperation, 
stable green policies and innovative 
maritime cluster the Nordics is 
ideally placed to lead the way in 
the decarbonization of shipping. 
Through Nordic Roadmap project 
financed by the Nordic Council 
of Ministers, we will stimulate 
collaboration and innovation within 
the Nordic maritime industry to 
create solutions that will drive the 

Energy Efficiency Existing Ship 
Index (EEXI) to measure their 
energy efficiency and to initiate the 
collection of data for the reporting 
of their annual operational carbon 
intensity indicator (CII) and CII 
rating. Initial CII ratings will 
be given in 2024 based on 2023 
operating data.

“The complex CII regulations 
are expected to significantly impact 
the future operation of ships,” wrote 
BIMCO’s Documentary Committee 

in adopting its 
recommendations. 
“Shipowners and 
charterers must 
embrace new ways to 
co-operate, and new 
clauses for charter 
parties will be needed 
to help owners and 
charterers succeed.”

The starting 
point for BIMCO’s 
new CII clause is 

that a time charterer should take 
responsibility for a ship’s emissions 
because the charterer makes the 
relevant decisions on the operation 
of the ship. When entering into the 
charter party, or incorporating the 
clause into an existing charter party, 
BIMCO recommends that the owner 
and charter agree on a specific CII to 
be achieved each year. 

“The subcommittee comprised 
ship owners, charterers and legal 

energy transition forward.”
Karl Arthur Bræin, Chief 

Commercial Officer at Amon 
Maritime offered insight into the 
company’s work with leading 
technology, commercial, and 
financial partners, to realise the 
first ammonia-powered ships 
and ammonia bunker terminals: 
“We believe in building demand 
for ammonia early by showing 
producers that a maritime off-take 
exists. We hope this encourages 
the supply side to accelerate 
global production of green or blue 
sustainable ammonia. To give the 
various stakeholders confidence that 
they are making the right business 
decision we need predictable 
government policies. Contracts for 
Difference is an important tool to 
create price parity with traditional 
fuels, mitigate uncertainty and 
establishing a market for ammonia 
as a maritime fuel.”

Björn Garberg, National 
Coordinator for Domestic and 
Short Sea Shipping, Trafikverket 
delivered insights from a market 
study on Green Shipping Corridors 
and underlined the important role 
governments can have in facilitating 
industry partnerships: “Dialogue 
with the industry is key to driving 
progress and build scalable 
solutions. No one wants to or should 
have to take on the whole financial 
risk that the energy transition brings. 
Sharing the risk is the only way to 
success and at Trafikverket we are 
ready to play our part in helping 
industry stakeholders come together 
and form partnerships.”

and insurance experts. After more 
than eight months of deliberation 
and consultation, we have arrived at 
a clause which serves as an excellent 
starting point for negotiations for 
owners and charterers and which is 
workable in practice. The new clause 
will be reviewed as the underpinning 
regulatory regime develops,” says 
Nicholas Fell, Chairperson of 
BIMCO’s Documentary Committee. 

As the industry faces more 
regulations from the IMO and the 
EU aimed at reducing shipping’s 
CO2 emissions, the need for new 
contracts and clauses increases. In 
December 2021, BIMCO published 
an EEXI Transition Clause and at the 
end of May 2022, BIMCO released 
a new Emissions Trading System 
Allowances (ETSA) Clause for Time 
Charter Parties in response to the 
European Union’s intention to include 
shipping emissions in the EU’s 
emissions trading system, the ETS.  

“The CII clause is the latest 
addition to BIMCO’s suite of carbon 
clauses for time charter parties. The 
subcommittee will now continue 
its work to develop further clauses 
(such as a CII clause for voyage 
charter parties) to assist charterers 
and owners responding to new 
regulatory requirements, regardless 
of whether they come from the 
IMO, EU, or elsewhere,” said Stinne 
Taiger Ivø, Director, Contracts & 
Support at BIMCO.

Air Products and Mabanaft, 
through its subsidiary 
Oiltanking Deutschland, has 

announced their intention to build 
Germany’s first large-scale, green 
energy import terminal in the Port 
of Hamburg. This joint development 
agreement is an important step 
towards the development of a green 
ammonia import and distribution 
infrastructure in the Port of Hamburg. 
The project was announced at 
a ceremony in Hamburg, which 
was supported by German Federal 
Minister for Economic Affairs and 
Climate Action Robert Habeck and 
First Mayor of Hamburg Dr. Peter 
Tschentscher,, according to Port of 
Hamburg sources.

Targeted to provide hydrogen 
to Germany in 2026, the planned 
import terminal is to be located at 
Mabanaft’s existing tank terminal 
in the Port. This location offers 
strategic access to green ammonia 
from large-scale green hydrogen 
production facilities operated 
by Air Products and its partners 
around the world. The intention is 
to convert the ammonia to green 
hydrogen via Air Products’ facilities 
in Hamburg, before distributing it to 
buyers locally and across northern 
Germany. This plan responds to 
the accelerating demand for clean 
energy to meet climate objectives 
and the need to diversify energy 
sources.
Decarbonising the mobility sector 

and industrial processes
Air Products and Mabanaft 

are committed to expediting the 
development of this significant 
investment in a green import facility 
for Germany.

“Together with Mabanaft, we 
look forward to further progressing 
our plans of importing needed-
renewable energy into Germany, 
through our planned facility,” said 
Air Products’ Chairman, President 
and CEO Seifi Ghasemi. “As 
the world’s largest producer of 
hydrogen, Air Products is in an 
excellent position to meet demand, 
having committed billions of dollars 
to produce renewable energy at 
locations around the world. Air 
Products fully appreciates the 
support and visionary leadership 
of the German government, further 
demonstrated by the presence 
of Minister Habeck, the Port of 
Hamburg and other members of 
regional and local governments at 
today’s ceremony,” he added.

“We are delighted to work 
together with Air Products, the 
world’s leading hydrogen producer, 
on the development of this terminal. 
As a result, we will make significant 
investments and deploy our energy 
infrastructure capabilities and 
expertise to accelerate the energy 
transition in Hamburg as the key 
import gateway for Germany”, 
reaffirmed Volker Ebeling, Senior 
Vice President New Energy, 
Chemicals & Gas at Mabanaft. 
The plant addresses the urgent task 
of decarbonising components of 
the mobility sector and industrial 
processes while in particular 
paving a climate-conscious way 
for Mabanaft and Air Products’ 
respective customers. “This project 
underlines Mabanaft’s commitment 
to conducting our business in an 
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economically, environmentally and 
socially responsible way,” added 
Volker Ebeling.

Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Climate Action Robert 
Habeck said: “Now more than ever, 
we need to advance the hydrogen 
economy. To do this, we are setting 
up our own hydrogen production 
in Germany, but of course we 
also need hydrogen from imports. 
An accelerated energy transition 
with more speed in expanding 
renewable energies and ramping 
up green hydrogen are the right 
answers to the Russian aggression 
and the right answers to strengthen 
energy security, resilience and 
competitiveness.”

Hamburg’s First Mayor Dr 
Peter Tschentscher: “Hamburg 
offers excellent conditions for the 
import, distribution and use of green 
hydrogen. It is already clear today 
that the demand for hydrogen in 
Germany far exceeds the domestic 
production capacities. As a 
traditional trading city, we maintain 
good relations all over the world, 
and the interest of our international 
partners in the development of a 
green hydrogen economy is great. 
Hamburg aims to become a leading 
hydrogen location in Europe. We 
want to help ensure energy security 
in Germany and advance the 
decarbonisation of industry and the 
economy.”

Hamburg’s Senator for Economic 
Affairs Michael Westhagemann: 
“The development of an import 
infrastructure for green hydrogen 
is of extraordinary importance. 
This is the only way we can meet 
the enormous demand for green 
hydrogen in the future. Hamburg, 
with its port and its geographical 
and infrastructural location and 
connections, is predestined for this. 
I am therefore very pleased that 
Hamburg’s strategy for the import 
of green hydrogen is being further 
implemented today through the 
planned construction of the first 
German import terminal in the 
Port of Hamburg. Hamburg is thus 
developing into one of the leading 
hydrogen distribution centres in 
Europe. For this very purpose, we 
now have very strong partners from 
the business community at our side.”

Jens Meier, CEO Hamburg 
Port Authority said: “The Port of 
Hamburg is committed to protecting 
the climate. After completing the 
first important milestone by signing 
an MoU in February 2022 with Air 
Products, we are happy that we 
take now the next important step 
toward building a hydrogen value 
chain in co-operation with our 
competent partners, Air Products 
and Mabanaft, the central element 
of which will be the import of 
green ammonia for conversion to 
green hydrogen. Hamburg will be 
one of the first ports worldwide 
to offer clean hydrogen import 
infrastructure. This import will 
drive the decarbonation for several 
applications in the harbour, as well 
as applications in shipping.”

Yesterday’s announcement follows 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
that Air Products and the Hamburg 
Port Authority signed in February 
2022. Both parties committed to 
accelerate production, supply chain, 
and consumption of renewable 
hydrogen in the North of Germany 
and Free Hanseatic State of Hamburg.

First Import Terminal  
For Green Ammonia 
Comes To Hamburg

File photo

File photo



NEWS - BITS
7

Nov. 23rd - 29th, 2022 Issue

Peter Levesque appointed as the new president of 
CMA CGM America and American President lines

Stolt Tankers Partners With Stolthaven 
Terminals On Pioneering Project To Treat 

Wastewater Onshore

Nuclear-powered container ship Sevmorput 
delivered 1.3 thousand tonnes of general cargo 

to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky

The CMA CGM Group, has officially announced that Ed Aldridge, president 
of CMA CGM America and American President Lines (APL), will retire on 
December 6. Peter Levesque, an international global supply chain executive with 
more than 30 years of industry leadership experience, will assume the presidency 
of both CMA CGM America and APL upon his departure, according to the 
company’s release.

Peter Levesque is an accomplished international shipping executive who until 
2021 was president of Ports America Group. Prior to Ports America, he spent 
25 years based in Hong Kong and held leadership positions in international 
transportation, logistics and supply chain companies including CEO of Modern 
Terminals Limited, CEVA Logistics and DHL.

Led by Rodolphe Saadé, the CMA CGM Group, a global player in sea, land, 
air and logistics solutions, serves more than 420 ports around the world across 5 
continents, with a fleet of 583 vessels. The Group transported 22 million TEU 
containers (twenty-foot equivalent units) in 2021.

Stolt Tankers and Stolthaven Terminals have joined forces to pioneer the 
removal and sustainable treatment of wastewater from ships docked in Houston, 
according to the company’s release.

In June 2021 the two divisions began a pilot programme to identify and balance 
the challenges, costs and benefits of treating washwater from ships at Stolthaven 
Houston’s onsite wastewater treatment plant.

The facility, which has been operational for more than 20 years, was expanded 
and modernised in 2018, allowing the terminal to significantly increase its 
capability to treat third-party waste.

Over the last eighteen months, the Stolt Tankers team, led by Houston Port 
Operations, and Stolthaven Houston tested different scenarios and developed 
a calculator to compare the costs of each one. With the help of Stolt-Nielsen’s 
Global Shared Services Centre in Manila, they also built an app to track usage of 
the treatment facility and a bespoke dashboard to analyse the results.

Over a year of testing, from June 2021 to June 2022, the project reduced the 
amount of washwater to sea by over 8,000m3 while reducing CO2 emissions by 
600 metric tonnes and preventing the burning of over 200 metric tonnes of fuel.

Stolt Tankers is now looking to expand its onshore discharge programme to 
other ports that have wastewater or water-reclamation facilities.

Nuclear-powered container carrier Sevmorput has arrived at the port of 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky where about 1.3 thousand tonnes of general cargo 
will be unloaded.  Then, the ship will be loaded with about 400 tonness of various 
cargo including Far East seafood, says press center of the Federal Marine and 
River Transport Agency (Rosmorrechflot).

Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin earlier signed a Decree on reduced rates 
for cargo transportation by the Northern Sea Route. They will be subsidized by 
the federal budget and will apply to short-sea cargo traffic between the ports of 
Saint-Petersburg, Murmansk and the Far East region. RUB 560 million will be 
allocated for that purpose annually. For that purpose, RUB 7.84 billion is foreseen 
under the Northern Sea Route Development Plan until 2035. Rosatom and the 
Ministry for the Development of the Russian Far East and Arctic are responsible 
for organization of the voyages.

On 19 May 2022, FSUE Atomflot was announced the winner of the competition 
held by the Ministry for the Development of the Russian Far East and Arctic to 
select a company for subsidized coastwise cargo transportation from the European 
part of Russia to the Far East and back.

Digital adoption challenges 
leading to a lack of 
transparency, visibility and 

trust emerge as three key struggles 
for container logistic companies 
to book shipper-owned containers 
according to a survey by Container 
xChange, an online platform for 
container logistics and operations.

To examine the pain points of 
the current state of ocean freight 
booking, Container xChange 
joined hands with the Copenhagen 
Business School and surveyed 
with 137 freight forwarders and 
NVOCCs spread across the globe.

While the majority of freight 
forwarders shippers and NVOCCs 
use online quotation solutions, 
83% find the need for better 
digital infrastructure in the future, 
pointing to digital vessel schedules 
and intuitive booking interfaces 
as the most impactful digital 
transformations in times to come.

Christian Roeloffs, co-founder 
and CEO, of Container xChange, 
shared that, “Lack of transparency 
and standardized digital processes 
has fueled inefficiency and mistrust 
for a very long time in the logistics 
industry. These struggles are 
further worse for shipper-owned 
containers where no carrier takes 
care of processes. This hinders the 
adoption of SOCs in the market. 
The survey corroborates with the 
state of the industry at present, but 
it is encouraging to understand 
how so many players are looking 
forward to Digital vessel schedules 
and intuitive booking interface for 
instance.”

“With the adoption of digital 
tools, all of this could be 
streamlined in a manner that there 
is a standardized procedure for 
all users. With digitization being 
at the crux of the whole booking 
cycle, the industry could become 

PSA Marine (Pte) Ltd on 17 
November unveiled OHS-
Sapphire, a first-of-its-kind 

digital solution that provides 
shipmasters with real-time alerts 
of delivery information when their 
vessels are alongside Singapore 
terminals.

With OHS-Sapphire now 
available on PSA Marine’s 
ONEHANDSHAKE™ platform, 
shipmasters can receive timely 
updates and gain greater visibility 
over the delivery of vessel supplies, 
which include spare parts and food 
provisions. Resources are utilised 
more efficiently by eliminating the 
uncertainty of deliveries. Ship crew 
can now plan their time and organise 
their activities effectively.
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Shippers Still Find Ocean Freight Booking 
For Shipper Owned Containers (Socs) 

Challenging: Container xchange Survey

PSA Marine Launches OHS-Sapphire -  
Real-Time Ship Supplies Alert Service

more efficient with streamlined 
vessel schedules, intuitive booking 
process, avoid scammers and gain 
trust in counterparties with vetted 
partners.” Roeloffs added.

Compared to Carrier-owned 
Containers, Shipper-owned 
Containers in principle provide 
more flexibility and can help users 
avoid hefty fees like demurrage and 
detention. However, the market has 
yet to fully adapt to SOCs in the 
same way as COCs when it comes to 
digital solutions. SOCs, being a fairly 
new concept, don’t have digitized 
slot booking processes and have a 
huge opportunity to connect to the 
fragmented ocean freight marketplace.

When it comes to ocean freight 
slot booking, Shipper-owned 
container users struggle more 
with getting accurate quotations, 
and confirmations of available 
capacity and end up booking with 
5-10 shipping or feeder lines since 
there is no schedule reliability. 
Whereas Carrier-owned container 
users do have the liberty of getting 
administrative tasks like trucking, 
offloading, unstuffing, and so on 
taken care of and have digitized slot 
booking solutions in place, plenty 
of players still conduct the process 
manually with loads of emails and 
phone calls.

The main findings of the survey 
were:

More than 70% of the 
respondents find a lack of trust in 
their counterparts

Out of all the companies surveyed, 
83% of them ranked digital vessel 
schedules on an importance level of 
4 or 5, while 77% ranked intuitive 
booking interface in the same way. 
But industry players also want 
to have their document checklist 
and uploads visible and easy to 
use, as well as operational contact 
information ready at hand.

We observed that 84% of our 
participants still source quotations 

ONEHANDSHAKE™ is 
an integrated digital platform 
that supports connectivity and 
transparency across maritime 
stakeholders. Other real-time 
information such as pilotage services 
to vessels that call on the port of 
Singapore are also made available 
through ONEHANDSHAKE™.

“OHS-Sapphire helps our users 
to optimise resources and improve 
the welfare of ships’ crew,” said 
Mr Jimmy Koh, Head of Digital 
Transformation and Chief Pilot of 
PSA Marine. “As a new feature on 
ONEHANDSHAKE™, it is also 
a step towards sustainability.  With 
better planning, truck drivers can 
reduce idling time and ship crew can 
take delivery of goods in a timelier 
manner.”

Singapore is the world’s top 

via email and phone, while 78% 
of them use the same outdated 
processes to place a booking.

At the same time, the fact that 60% 
also use online quotation solutions 
such as shipping companies’ online 
booking interface (e.g., Maersk’s 
platform) shows that a market for 
digital SOC ocean freight booking 
exists.

The ocean freight market is still 
walking the old roads with slow 
manual processes. To get quotations 
and bookings, the industry still 
struggles with swift and easy 
processes. Outdated and manual 
processes also remain prevalent 
with companies still carrying out 
bookings via e-mail and phone.

For the slot booking process, 
instant booking and capacity 
confirmations were deemed the 
most important. And yet, many 
players are below satisfied with said 
service they receive.

Working on digital solutions to 
streamline the industry pain points, 
Adrian Degode, Senior Product 
Engineer, at Container xChange 
said, “The shipping industry is 
becoming increasingly digital but 
the biggest thing missing is trust. 
The caveat remains to be bringing 
all the solutions under one platform 
that simplifies the lifecycle of ocean 
freight spot booking while ensuring 
trust and transparency.”

“To enable the industry with 
an end-to-end solution, Container 
xChange is building a dynamic Ocean 
Freight Marketplace with transparent 
rates and trustworthy partners for 
Shipper-Owned Containers, where 
users get guaranteed slots on the 
vessel and supplier-guaranteed 
payments. From getting up-to-date 
vessel schedules and freight rates 
for your shipping routes to choosing 
and booking the best offer from 
trustworthy partners within minutes, 
the platform will bring a wide array 
of capabilities.”, he added.

transhipment port with more than 
1,000 container vessels berthing and 
3,000 vessels anchored in Singapore 
waters every month. By end 2022, 
this digital solution will be extended 
to include supplies to vessels at 
Singapore’s anchorages.

“We are happy to partner PSA 
Marine on OHS-Sapphire that will 
play a significant role in helping 
us monitor our supply flows more 
efficiently.” said Mr Dannis Lee, 
Managing Director of Yang Ming 
(Singapore) Pte Ltd.

“Real-time updates on the 
delivery of ship supplies is a game 
changer for us,” said Capt. Yasuhiro 
Taguchi, General Manager of NYK 
Group South Asia Pte Ltd. “For the 
longest time, we have been dealing 
with uncertainty and it was not 
optimal from a resource planning 
perspective.”

Digitalisation and innovation are 
the cornerstones of PSA Marine’s 
sustainability movement. PSA 
Marine will continue to work 
alongside all maritime stakeholders 
towards a greener maritime for all.
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  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
18th Nov 2022Notification  No.97/2022 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  56.05  53.65
2. Bahraini Dinar  223.65  210.30
3. Canadian Dollar  62.20  60.20
4. Chinese Yuan  11.60  11.30
5. Danish Kroner  11.60  11.20
6. EURO  86.25  83.20
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.60  10.25
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  273.75  257.40
9. New Zealand Dollar  51.45  49.10
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.30  8.00 
11. Pound Sterling  98.75  95.40
12. Qatari Riyal  23.05  21.65
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  22.45  21.10
14. Singapore Dollar  60.45  58.50
15. South African Rand  4.85  4.55
16. Swedish Kroner  7.90  7.65
17. Swiss Franc  88.00  84.75
18. Turkish Lira  4.50  4.25
19. UAE Dirham  22.95  21.60
20. US Dollar  82.60  80.90 
21. Japanese Yen (100) 59.50  57.60
22. Korean Won (100) 6.30   5.90
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China Merchants Energy 
Shipping (CMES), BHP 
and DNV have signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to collaborate on industry 
value chain greenhouse gas (GHG) 
management. The MOU signing 
took place in conjunction with the 
second World Maritime Merchants 
Forum in Hongkong, organized by 
CMES.

As the maritime industry is 

undergoing major transformations 
driven by the twin ambitions of 
carbon emissions reduction and 
digitalization, the MOU seeks to 
enable close cooperation between ship 
owner and charterer with the aim of 
achieving further energy efficiencies 
and GHG savings through improved 
voyage data collection, verification 
and sharing via DNV’s Veracity data 
platform in collaboration with the 
industry partners’ digital management 
systems.

With tightening environmental 
regulations and ever more ambitious 
GHG savings expectations from 
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CMES, BHP and DNV To Pioneer Voyage Data-Sharing 
To Enable Maritime Carbon Emissions Reductions

cargo owners and financiers, it is 
crucial for ship owners to accelerate 
the reduction of GHG emissions from 
their operations and for charterers to 
help enable this where they can.

To this end, CMES, BHP and 
DNV have started their first joint 
pilot project, which focuses on the 
exchange and analysis of quality-
assured data from selected ships and 
voyages. The first-ever Voyage GHG 
Verification Statement was issued 
by DNV as part of the pilot project, 
with the goal of establishing a trusted 

common source of data 
truth for use in various 
current or potential future 
business scenarios such as:

Scope 1 (ship owners) 
and Scope 3 (charterers) 
emissions reporting, 
Carbon trading and 
taxation settlement, GHG 
emissions compliance and 
improvement (e.g. CII and 
EEXI),

Fuel usage and GHG emissions 
reductions.

DNV as a trusted third party with 
extensive maritime domain expertise 
will quality-assure and verify the 
data, resulting in greater transparency. 
It is expected that shipowners and 
charterers who work closely together 
may be able to reduce operational 
emissions by up to 15% by sharing 
data and insights compared to 
cases where there is little practical 
cooperation.

“China Merchants Energy 
Shipping is a company that embraces 

digitalization transformation and 
honours its duty to a decarbonized 
shipping community. We are thrilled 
to be pioneering cross value chain 
GHG management driven by 
digitalization with leading industry 
partners such as BHP and DNV. To 
master the industry’s challenges of 
tomorrow all parties across the value 
chain must come together on a trusted 
basis and establish a common source 
of data truth,” said Huang Mao Sheng, 
Vice President of CMES.

“Vessel owners who are early 
adopters of cross-value chain data 
sharing will likely have an advantage 
among charterers like BHP who 
have set targets for GHG emissions 
reductions and have the tools, like 
the Veracity platform, to help them 
assess, analyse, benchmark, and 
measure GHG emissions reportable 
within Scope 3. We look forward to 
the results of the first joint pilot and 
call for more industry stakeholders 
to join the journey and collaborate 
to better manage value chain GHG 
emissions,” said Rashpal Bhatti, Vice 
President of Maritime and Supply 
Chain Excellence, BHP.

“Digitalization is an enabler for 
decarbonization, and collaboration is 
the true fuel of the future. Therefore, 
we are delighted to be part of this 
industry-first project with major 
maritime players CMES and BHP, 
which aims to jointly drive the 
reduction of greenhouse gases in 
shipping and in the ecosystem at 
large,” said Knut Ørbeck-Nilssen, 
CEO Maritime at DNV.

DBGT on 11 November 
successfully handled MV. 
MSS GALENA with LOA 

143m arrived from Male, Maldives. 
The vessel is being operated 
by Maldives State Shipping 
(MSS) owned by State Trading 
Organization (STO), a successful 
state-owned public company of 

Maldives.
The service is being handled 

by Seahorse Ship Agencies Pvt. 
Ltd.- Tuticorin at VOC Port. The 
service is expected to call Tuticorin 
on weekly basis in future to fulfill 
the gap of non-existence of direct 
call to Male/Maldives. MV. MSS 
GALENA has sailed to Colombo 
as next port call, and thereafter to 
proceed further to Male – Maldives, 
the final destination.
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Traffic Manager – VOC Port 
Authority – Tuticorin presided 
the welcome ceremony at DBGT 
premises and heartily congratulated 
the Agents and the crew for great 
success to continuously serve the 
Trade with more competitive products 
that suits the need of the hour. 

Despite the current economic 
crisis looms worldwide due to ripple 
effect of COVID-19 and ongoing 
geopolitical issues, DBGT always 

finds more competitive ways to 
serve the beleaguered trade with 
more services that eases the cargo 
flow with minimum or no hurdles.

The Management appreciates the 
efforts of “Seahorse Ship Agencies 
Pvt. Ltd.” to carry forward the initial 
proposal into fruitful event and 
appreciated the combined efforts 
of all its employees for smooth and 
efficient operations.

DBGT Accommodates Direct 
Maldives Bound Container 

Vessel At VOC Port


