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Supreme Court Provides Relief to Adani 
Ports in Connection With Bidding Process

The Supreme Court has 
said that Adani Ports and 
Special Economic Zones 

(APSEZ) could participate in 
tenders floated by “public bodies”, 
providing relief to India’s largest 
port developer and operator, 
which has been facing multiple 
disqualifications from state-owned 
port projects against the backdrop 
of the case, according to a news 
report in Business Standard online.

A Bench of Justices M R 
Shah and Krishna Murari said an 
Andhra Pradesh High Court order 
that upheld the termination of an 
agreement between the private 
company and the Visakhapatnam 
Port Trust (VPT) would not deter 
Adani Ports from participating in 
future public bids.

APSEZ was disqualified 
from bidding for upgrading the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority 
container terminal in Navi 
Mumbai, based on a clause in the 
JNPA tender.

The clause said that 
disqualification/termination of 
a contract with a public entity 
in the past three years would 
automatically disqualify a bidding 
party from future tenders. JNPA 
cited this clause to say that VPT’s 
contract termination automatically 
disqualified APSEZ from 
participating in the JNPA bid in 
Mumbai.

The Supreme Court said: “The 
disqualification from termination 
of tender by VPT shall not bar 
or act as disqualification for 
the petitioner for future tenders 
floated by public bodies. Since 
the disqualification clause was 

not challenged before the HC, the 
petitioner shall be at liberty to 
challenge the same afresh before 
the HC.”

Adani Ports had challenged 
before the apex court a judgement 
of the Bombay High Court, which 
imposed a cost of Rs 5 lakh 
while dismissing the plea against 
disqualification for the JNPA 
contract.

JNPA had issued an invitation 
asking parties to participate in 
the bid for the operation and 
maintenance of their container 
terminal in Navi Mumbai for 30 
years. Before bidding started, 
JNPA’s board came across an 
Andhra Pradesh HC order 
upholding the termination of a 
concession agreement by VPT. 
JNPA’s board sent a notice to 
the port firm asking them why it 
should not be disqualified from 
bidding. Adani requested for a 

“without prejudice” participation 
in the bid. However, the board 
told Adani Ports on May 2 it 
was disqualified from the tender 
process. Adani then moved the 
Bombay HC, which did not rule 
in its favour and the port company 
then moved the Supreme Court on 
June 28.

RELIEF AFTER MULTIPLE 
DISQUALIFICATIONS

Dec 2020: Vizag Port serves 
termination notice on APSEZ arm 
Adani Vizag Coal Terminal after 
the latter invoked force majeure

Oct 2021: APSEZ disqualified 
from Vizag Port tender for 
mechanisation of Western Quay 7 
and 8 berths

Dec: APSEZ disqualified from 
Kandla Port (Deendayal Port Trust) 
tender for mechanised fertiliser 
and other clean cargo handling 
facilities without ascribing any 
reason

May 2022: APSEZ disqualified 
from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust’s 

Sugar industry body ISMA has 
demanded that the government 
should allow exports of 80 lakh 

tonnes of sweetener in the 2022-23 
marketing year starting October in 
view of surplus production, according 
to a news report in Business Standard 
online quoting news agency Press 
Trust of India.

Indian Sugar Mills 
Association (ISMA) 
president Aditya 
Jhunjhunwala has written 
a letter to food and 
consumer affairs minister 
Piyush Goyal in this 
regard.

In the current 2021-22 
marketing year ending 
September, the government has 
allowed sugar exports of 112 lakh 
tonnes and mills are likely to ship the 
entire quantities.

In May, the government had 
imposed restrictions on export of 
sugar beyond 100 lakh tonnes, but 
later allowed another 12 lakh tonnes 
of shipments, taking the total to 112 
lakh tonnes for 2021-22.

Sugar marketing year or season 
runs from October to September.

“We would like to request the 
government to allow 80 lakh tonnes 
of exports for 2022-23 SS (Sugar 
Season) ...,” the ISMA President said 
in the letter.

As per preliminary estimate, 
Jhunjhunwala said the net sugar 
production, without considering the 
diversion of sugar for production of 
ethanol, is expected to increase to 
about 400 lakh tonnes in 2022-23 
from 394 lakh tonnes in the current 
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marketing year.
However, he said 45 lakh tonnes 

of sugar are expected to get diverted 
for ethanol in 2022-23 marketing 
year as against 34 lakh tonnes in the 
current marketing year.

This means that actual sugar 
production in 2022-23 would be 355 
lakh tonnes, the ISMA president said.

“Therefore, after considering 

domestic sugar consumption of 
275 lakh tonnes in the next season 
(2022-23), it becomes imperative 
to export at least 80 lakh tonnes 
of surplus sugar out of the country 
in order to maintain optimum 
sugar balance in the country,” 
Jhunjhunwala said.

The exports of surplus sugar 
would also help in maintaining 

Indian Sugar Mills Association 
Demands Permission To Export 8 MT 
Of Sugar In 2022-23 Marketing Year
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Shipping Must Not Work in Silos
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The shipping industry must co-operate with other sectors to influence 
decisions that will fundamentally affect shipping, according to ICS. 
In his keynote address at the opening of SMM 2022, ICS Secretary 

General Guy Platten said that shipping uses around 4% of global oil 
production and will need to look outside of itself during the transition to 
zero carbon.

The SMM in Hamburg is the world-leading fair on the maritime economy. 
It takes place every two years in Hamburg, because due to the long 
maritime tradition as a dynamic commercial center Hamburg offers the 
ideal location for the SMM. It is the trade fair for shipbuilding, machinery 
and marine technology with the largest international character. 

Visitors and exhibitors from all over the world represent the current 
state of the maritime industry worldwide and can here present their latest 
technologies or receive information about the latest products, innovations, 
trends and services. No other show has such a wide range of international 
exhibitors and visitors and so determines the success of the industry. 

However, the SMM is more than just a trade show. With a comprehensive 
program consisting of conferences, symposia and workshops held by 
internationally recognized speakers on important global issues, it forms 
the perfect setting for the entire maritime industry.

“As we move forward, we are going to need to focus on the remaining 
96%, as these will be the same type of fuels that we are looking to use… 
when we look at all these new systems on display, we must not miss 
the 96% by just focusing on the 4%,” said Platten. Supplying shipping 
with renewable fuels would take around 100% of current global renewable 
energy capacity, and providing zero carbon fuels for the world will take an 
18-fold increase in renewable energy, said Platten, a huge undertaking.

“As we consider the current issues with constraints to supply and 
rising prices. We can no longer remain on the sidelines as a world takes 
decisions that will have a fundamental impact on our industry.”

Platten repeated warnings on the availability of seafarers and on the 
need to train crews to use the types of new technology on display at SMM 
and handle future fuels both to power vessels and as cargo.

“Here we have a challenge on our hands. We are currently facing a 
shortage of seafarers, and given the growing demand for STCW officers, 
we will need an additional 90,000 officers by 2026 to operate the world’s 
merchant fleet. And this is calculated before we take into effect the fact 
that 14% of our workforce is made up of Ukrainian and Russian seafarers.”

The war in Ukraine has complicated crewing calculations, but Platten 
did note one recent improvement. “We welcomed the announcement last 
week that Ukrainian seafarers can now apply to be made exempt from the 
travel ban. All men aged between 18 and 60 will now be able to apply to 
leave the country to work under contract on vessels speeding up the pace 
at which we can transport grain back to the Ukrainian ports to where it is 
needed most,” said Platten.

The secretary general’s three takeaways from his speech were: 
“Firstly, we must not underestimate the importance of people in any 
new technological developments. Our seafarers will be the ones using 
new technology, we must make sure that they are trained appropriately. 
“Second, shipping is not on its own. We must not work in silos. We 
must instead look beyond our industry for opportunities to achieve our 
decarbonisation goals.

“And thirdly, remember that the supply chain is interconnected. What 
happens in one part of the world can cause the length and another 
understanding this means we can be better equipped for when things 
don’t go to plan,” said Platten.
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Indian Sugar Mills Association Demands...

The European Union’s ban 
on Russian fuel imports is 
likely to actually increase 

the world’s need for oil tankers, 
according to vessel owner Torm 
A/S, reports Bloomberg.

Seaborne arrivals of crude from 
Russia into the EU will be outlawed 
from early December, and imports 
of diesel, jet fuel and other oil 
products will be banned a couple of 
months after. That means the region 
will have to bring in replacement 
supplies from farther away, while 
Russian barrels will also have to 
find new homes.

“The EU ban on Russian oil 
products from February 2023 will 
spark a recalibration of the oil 
trade ecosystem,” Torm said in 
a statement. “Some of this trade 

To free Chittagong port’s yard 
space as well as the containers 
which remained occupied for 

long time, the Chittagong Customs 
started destroying cargoes of a 
number of boxes this week.

The customs authority has 
already destroyed cargoes of 63 
containers in the last two days and 
scheduled to destroy cargoes of 382 
more containers in coming days.

These containers were brought to 
the port between 2004 and 2018 but 
the importers did not take delivery.

Currently, there are 7,500 TEU 
auctionable containers at the port 
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EU Ban On Russian Fuel Imports Seen As 
Boon For Global Tanker Demand

Chittagong Port Destroys  
Containers To Free Yard Space

recalibration has already started.”
The company estimates the 

reshuffling of oil products trade 
will cause a 7% jump in ton-miles, 
the shipping industry’s key demand 
measure because it captures the 
two things that occupy vessels — 
the amount of cargo and how far it 
gets transported. Freight rates for 
hauling refined fuels have already 
soared since the start of the year, 
Baltic Exchange data show.

Europe will need to import 
oil products, mainly diesel, from 
regions such as the US, Middle East, 
India and other Asian countries. 
Russian diesel exports will also have 
to find new customers, presumably 
in places like Latin America, 
Africa and Turkey, while some may 
potentially also go to Asia, Torm 
said.

“We expect further support to the 

yard which the importers did not 
take in time or did not apply for time 
extension but they are occupying 
the yard space for a long time. 
According to the port data, 273 
containers contain dangerous cargo.

The cargoes are being destroyed 
in a free place close to the 
dumping station of Chittagong City 
Corporation.

Officials say the process will take 
nearly a month and will help free the 
yard space. According to the port 
law, importers need to take delivery 
of containers within 30 days of their 
common landing.

If they do not take delivery of 
containers or seek time extension, 

product tanker trade from the need 
to replenish both commercial and 
strategic oil inventories in many 
countries,” it said. 

Tanker demand is also being 
supported by refinery closures in 
importing regions — partly due 
to the green energy transition and 
the hit from the Covid pandemic 
— and new capacity being built in 
exporters. Torm said it has seen a 
big jump in imports from Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa, 
where refineries recently closed, 
and expects the general trend to 
continue.

Torm says it has a wholly owned 
fleet of more than 80 vessels for 
moving energy and clean petroleum 
products. The company said earlier 
this year it wouldn’t enter into any 
new business involving Russian 
port calls for the time being.

the port authority can send the 
boxes to the auction yard requesting 
Customs officials to start processing 
for selling the cargoes through 
auction.

Asked why the containers 
remained at the auction yard for long 
period, an official of the Chittagong 
Port Authority said the customs 
department had no place to destroy 
cargoes. There is a need for help 
from Chittagong City Corporation 
to find a place every time a move is 
taken to destroy cargoes.

Moreover, some importers 
file cases in the courts so that 
their cargoes are not auctioned or 
destroyed, according to the official.

container terminal tender
July: APSEZ disqualified from 

JNPT tender for shallow water and 
coastal berths

August: Deendayal port scraps 
tender after APSEZ emerges sole 
bidder Mormugao Port seeks ports 
ministry’s direction after APSEZ 
among only two bidders for berth 
redevelopment tender

Sector experts feel the court has 
cleared the air on an issue which 
saw multiple stands from high 
courts across the country.

“The latest judgement gives 
clarity on how to approach the 
qualification of the said bidder 
and will help APSEZ participate 
and be eligible for evaluation/
qualification at the RFQ stage,” 
said Jagannarayan Padmanabhan, 
practice leader and director at 
CRISIL Research.

“This is good for the sector as 

APSEZ has been quite active in 
participating in the bids floated by 
major ports,” he added.

Meanwhile, APSEZ’s legal 
and policy battles have already 
caused the company at least four 
disqualifications so far. An SPV 
of the company, Adani Vizag Coal 
Terminal, was served a contract 
termination notice by VPT in 
2020. The former had invoked the 
“force majeure” clause.

In October 2021, days after 
sending a termination notice 
for its coal terminal contract 
with VPT, the company was 
disqualified from a tender for the 
mechanisation of two Western 
Quay berths floated by the same 
port authority.

Two months later, Deendayal 
Port Trust (DPT) also disqualified 
APSEZ tender for mechanised 
fertiliser and other clean cargo 
handling facilities, albeit without 

ascribing any reason. Right after 
the Bombay High Court had 
dismissed the company’s plea over 
the JNPA tender, the port authority 
again disqualified it from a coastal 
and shallow water berth tender, 
according to reports.

Another tender for the 
privatisation of a berth by DPT 
was scrapped after APSEZ had 
emerged as the lone bidder for the 
project. Business Standard recently 
reported that the ministry of ports, 
shipping, and waterways would 
also restructure a Rs 842-crore 
tender for Goa’s Mormugao Port 
after APSEZ was among the only 
two bidders for the project.

The order comes at an 
opportune time as the port operator 
is reportedly in the running for a 
massive Rs 4,243 crore container 
terminal project at Tuna Tekra, the 
tender for which was floated by 
Deendayal Port Trust.

domestic sugar prices, which in 
turn boost liquidity position of mills 
enabling them to pay sugarcane 
farmers on time.

The ISMA president mentioned 
that the sugarcane crushing 

operations in 2022-23 marketing 
year is expected to start from October 
first week itself because of huge cane 
availability.

Jhunjhunwala urged the 
government to announce the export 
policy for 2022-23 marketing year at 

the earliest so that mills can enter into 
future contracts and also plan their 
production in advance.

India’s sugar exports stood at 70 
lakh tonnes in 2020-21 marketing 
year, 59 lakh tonnes in 2019-20 and 
38 lakh tonnes in 2018-19.
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Even with all its modern upgrades, 
seafaring remains a tough profession 
today. Ship workers still face age-old 

challenges such as immense work pressures, 
weeks of isolation from their loved ones, long 
hours, little social life, and a lack of access 
to mental health resources. Most of these 
mental health risks remain undiagnosed and 
unaddressed, and it’s leading to a silent ‘mental 
health epidemic’ of sorts in the shipping and 
logistics sector.

A study from early 2021 showed mental 
health problems among seafarers were 
increasingly getting worse. The analysis by 
Mental Health Support Solutions found that 
anxiety among those onboard ships remained 
a growing issue. Burnout and depression were 
widely reported in the first month of the study. 

The Seafarers Happiness Index for Q1 
2022 also shows that happiness levels have 
fallen from 6.41% to 5.85% in the last quarter. 
The report attributed the seafarers’ stress to 
‘anxiety or longing due to longer duration of 
contracts. It added that the majority of sailors 
still view having a basic internet connection 
as a luxury. 

The problem in all of this is that the distress, 
for the most part, is largely invisible. While 
most seafarers are required to take physical 
check-ups, mental health assessments (which 
are on similar lines) are incredibly rare. While 
some progressive shipping companies have 
taken steps in this regard, a huge gap still 
remains. 

Here’s why it’s time to normalise mental 
health assessments for workers in the shipping 

and logistics sector.
Benefits of mental health assessments for 

shipping and logistics workers
Mental health assessments put the spotlight 

on the invisible sources of stress, depression, 
anxiety, sleep loss, and other problems 
affecting a person. Conducted by psychologists 

using scientifically-proven tools, assessments 
are the first step towards helping individuals 
and organisations to identify and address 
mental health risks. 

Here’s how assessments help ensure the 
mental wellbeing of seafarers: 

1. They create a safe environment for 
seeking help   

In a male-dominated industry like shipping, 
mental health is heavily stigmatised, and 
reaching for assistance is often seen as a sign of 
weakness. Some shipping companies do offer 
workplace wellbeing programmes. However, 
workers are still expected to take the first 
step and ask for help. Thus, many employees 

Time to Heed the Mental Health SOS in Shipping Sector
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APM Terminals Pipavav believes in 
high operation standards. In pursuit 
of operational excellence and to serve 

customers better, the port handled seven 
ship movements within a span of five hours 
through a well-coordinated efforts by different 
teams. The accomplishment is significant as it 
was undertaken in a one-way channel.

A shipping movement is a marine operation 
involving, berthing / unberthing / shifting 
operation of vessel calling the port for cargo 
operations. Shipping movement in port is 
executed through coordinated efforts of 
marine pilot, vessel masters 
and their crew, radio operators 
of port control room, harbour 
tugs, mooring gangs and pilot 
boat.

Commenting on port’s 
excellent accomplishment, 
Jakob Friis Sørensen, MD, 
APM Terminals Pipavav 
said, “We are proud to create 
a benchmark in marine 
operations by executing seven 
ship movement in five hours. 
We are confident of our ability 
to pull off such a challenging task and ensure 
no waiting time for incoming vessels. Our 
experienced and skilled people are our greatest 
assets, and we believe in going all out to serve 
our customers. It is our endeavour to offer our 
customers the best of our services with no 
waiting time.”

In May 2022, APM Terminals Pipavav was 
ranked as the most efficient Indian Port in a 

The fifth Stealth Frigate of P17A, 
being built at MDL was launched on 
11 September by Smt. Charu Singh, 

President NWWA (Western Region) who 
named the ship ‘Taragiri’. 

In compliance 
with the 
notification issued 
by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, 
Government of 
India declaring a 
state-mourning on 
11 Sep 2022. The 
event was limited 
to a Technical 
Launch as the event 
is tide dependent, 
any change in the 
schedule was not 
possible. 

Vice Admiral 
Ajendra Bahadur 
Singh, Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-
Chief, Western 
Naval Command 
was the Chief 
Guest, VAdm 
Kiran Deshmukh 
Controller Warship Production and Acquisition 
other senior officers from the Indian Navy 
and MoD were amongst the dignitaries who 
witnessed the launch ceremony.

The Warship Design Bureau (WDB) 
and the MDL teams having demonstrated 
multiple successful conventional launches in 
the past, have honed their expertise further 

Container Port Performance Index (CPPI) 
developed jointly by the World Bank and 
S&P Global Market Intelligence. The Port 
is globally ranked 26th in CPPI 2021 with 
total points of 109.823. The flexibility & 
agility towards customers’ needs, processes 
designed towards customer centricity and 
Port’s safety initiatives are few of APM 
Terminals Pipavav’s distinct characteristics 
that provide an edge over other Ports in the 
vicinity.

APM Terminals Pipavav [Gujarat Pipavav 
Port Ltd.] is one of India’s leading gateway 
ports for Containers, Ro/Ro (passenger cars), 
Liquid Bulk and Dry Bulk cargoes serving 
Northwest of India from Gujarat. The Port 

is connected to North and West of Indian 
hinterlands via Rail and Road network. The 
current annual Cargo Handling Capacity 
includes 1.35 million TEU Containers, 
250,000 Passenger cars, 2 million metric tons 
of Liquid bulk and 4 million metric tons of 
Dry bulk. APM Terminals Pipavav is India’s 
first public private partnership (PPP) port 
in India and is a part of the APM Terminals 
global terminal network.

and performed yet another pontoon assisted 
launch with panache. Following the launch, 
‘Taragiri’ will join its two sister ships at MDL 
for outfitting activities towards the run up for 
their delivery to Indian Navy.

Seven P17A Frigates are under various 
stages of construction at MDL and GRSE. 

Indigenous construction 
of complex frontline 
ships such as Stealth 
Frigates has catapulted 
the nation to a higher 
pedestal in the arena of 
shipbuilding. It provides 
additional benefits such as 
economic development, 
employment generation 
for Indian Shipyards, 
their sub-contractors 
and ancillary industry. 
Further, 75% of the 
orders of the Project 
17A have been placed 
on indigenous firms 
including MSMEs, thus 
reinforcing the country’s 
quest for ‘Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat’.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Vice Admiral 
Ajendra Bahadur 
Singh, FOC-IN-C, 

Western Naval Command praised the efforts 
of Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, 
Warship Design Bureau and other Naval 
Teams in realizing the nation’s quest for self-
reliance with regard to warship building.  He 
added that ‘Taragiri’ will surely add to IN’s 
forte as and when it makes its way into the 
blue waters.

APM Terminals Pipavav Sets High 
Performance Standard In Ship Movement

Indian Navy’s Fifth Stealth Frigate of 
P17A “Taragiri” Launched

Wellbeing assessments hold the key to heading off a ‘mental 
health epidemic’ in the sector

(By Dr. Ashwin Naik, Co-founder, Manah Wellness)
prefer to suffer in silence. Mental wellbeing 
assessments, like routine physical check-ups, 
cover all employees and therefore, no one 
feels ‘singled out’. Thus, they go a long way in 

bridging the mental healthcare 
access gap in workplaces. 

2) They address risks 
proactively

A wellbeing assessment is a 
preventive measure designed 
to avert unnecessary suffering 
and head off potential crises. 
It allows companies to address 
and mitigate risks – whether 
overwork, stress, toxicity 
or other challenges – in a 
proactive and timely manner 
so as to ensure their colleagues’ 
continued well-being. Thus, 
regular assessments promote 

a positive mental health culture within 
organisations. 

3) They defuse stigma and promote 
psychological safety 

The stigma around mental health can 
prevent many people from attending one-on-
one therapy, joining support groups, and so on. 
However, wellbeing assessments destigmatise 
mental health and make it a mainstream 
conversation topic at the workplace. And 
when topics like worry, grief, anxiety, 
sleeplessness, etc. are discussed in a healthy, 
non-judgemental environment, it encourages 
more people to speak up and seek help from 
each other. After all, the person most likely to 

understand a seafarer’s problems is another 
seafarer! 

4) They provide tailored and trackable 
interventions 

An employee who spends six months at 
sea might have very different problems from 
someone with a 9-to-5 office-based job. 
Similarly, senior-level staff might deal with 
unique issues compared to entry-level people. 
Systematic wellbeing assessments offer a 
data-driven approach towards wellbeing 
for your entire organisation. They make it 
possible for you to ‘zoom out’ and examine 
your organization’s mental health as a whole, 
or drill-down and see the picture for different 
geographies, functions, or seniority levels. 

At the same time, digitally-supported 
wellbeing assessments track each person’s/
team’s wellbeing journey over time and 
provide customised interventions that suit 
their specific needs. Thus, it tracks the 
development of a person’s psychological well-
being at various takes regular corrective action 
if needed.   

People working in the shipping sector 
have traditionally had little or no access to 
mental health support. However, times have 
changed. Scientific tools like wellbeing 
assessments help employers act proactively 
and create a healthy and thriving work 
environment for their people, especially 
those who spend months away at sea. After 
all, it’s no secret that when one is dealing 
with turbulence, it is prior preparation that 
makes all the difference. 

File photo
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Maersk India, the integrated 
logistics company, on 6 September 
inaugurated its brand new 

warehouse in Bhiwandi on the outskirts of 
Mumbai. The facility was inaugurated in the 
presence of Ryan Best, Head of Logistics & 
Services, Maersk West & Central Asia, Darryl 
Judd, Head of Products, Maersk South Asia, 
Anuj Kathuria, President (India), JK Tyre & 
Industries Ltd., and Rajesh Gupta, Head of 
Supply Chain, JK Tyre & Industries Ltd.

As an integrator of logistics, Maersk is 
developing and providing solutions ranging 

from ocean transportation to landside and air 
transportation, contract logistics including 
warehousing & distribution (W&D) and 

depots, custom clearances, visibility solutions 
and so on. When supply chains were impacted 
due to the disruptions caused by the pandemic, 
Maersk’s resilient end-to-end solutions 
ensured customers’ cargo kept moving. The 
integrated solutions allow Maersk to have 
greater control over the movement of the 
cargo at multiple stages of its journey and thus 
bring resilience to the supply chains. With 
the expansion of W&D facilities, Maersk is 
strengthening its position further by providing 
a larger array of services through a single 
window to its customers.

JK Tyre is one of India’s leading 
tyre manufacturers and is 22nd largest 
manufacturer in the world. A global force, 
JK Tyre is present in 105 countries with 
over 180 global distributors. The company 
has 12 globally benchmarked ‘sustainable’ 
manufacturing plants - 9 in India & 3 in 
Mexico that collectively produce around 33 
million tyres annually. The company caters 
across segments of passenger vehicles, 
commercial vehicles, farming, off-the-road 
& 2-3 wheelers. JK Tyre launched India’s 
first ever ‘Smart Tyre’ technology-a cloud-
based monitoring system which monitors the 
tyre’s vital statistics, including pressure & 
temperature. The company also has a strong 

network of over 6000 channel partners and 
650+ dedicated brand shops called as Steel 
Wheels, Truck Wheels and Xpress Wheels.

Darryl Judd, Head of Products, Maersk 
South Asia, stated: “We are delighted to open 
the doors to our fifth warehousing facility in 
India this year, with JK Tyre & Industries as 
the anchor customer and the second one in 
Bhiwandi, Mumbai. With the new facility, 
we can support our customers with superior 
connectivity, efficient inventory management, 
cost optimisation, and speed to market.”

Maersk’s new facility in Bhiwandi will be 
the fifth warehouse going live in 2022 after 
one each at Sikandrabad in Uttar Pradesh, 

Kolkata in West Bengal, 
and Pune and Bhiwandi 
in Maharashtra. Being 
strategically located on the 
Mumbai - Nashik highway, 
the facility provides 
excellent connectivity to the 
manufacturing hubs and the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port in 
Mumbai.

Anuj Kathuriam 
President, JK Tyres India, 
stated: “We have been 
working with Maersk for 
our ocean requirements, 

and the warehousing solution along with 
primary transportation creates an end to end 
seamless experience for us. The Bhiwandi site 

will be the hub for our export as well as our 
domestic OEM supplies creating synergy of 
operations.”

Ocean shipping and landside logistics & 
distribution have traditionally been shared 
amongst multiple stakeholders resulting in 
complex supply chains. To create a seamless 
experience and integrated logistics solution 
for its customers, Maersk is strategically 
investing in W&D facilities along with 
providing ocean and landside transportation.

Last week, Maersk completed the 
acquisition of LF Logistics, a Hong Kong-
based contract logistics company with 
premium capabilities within omnichannel 
fulfilment services, e-commerce, and inland 
transport in the Asia-Pacific region. LF 
Logistics has seven warehouses in India, 
which have been added to Maersk’s network. 
The total warehousing footprint offered by 
Maersk to its customers in India now stands at 
over 2.1 million sq. ft. from the 12 warehouses.

A.P. Moller - Maersk is an integrated 
container logistics company working to 
connect and simplify its customers’ supply 
chains. As the global leader in shipping 
services, the company operates in 130 
countries and employs over 100,000 people.

Maersk Inaugurates New Warehouse 
in Suburban Mumbai 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

In commemoration of the 75th year of 
Indian Independence, the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences has embarked on a 75 day 

long coastal clean-up campaign “SWACHH 
SAGAR, SURAKSHIT SAGAR / 
CLEAN COAST, SAFE SEA” from 05 
July 2022 to 17 September 2022.  

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways has been supporting the 
campaign by taking up various cleaning 
activities in all the major   Ports.  

As part of the campaign, cleaning 
activity has been taken up by Chennai 
Port Authority on 09 Septem 2022 at 
beach area along the Coastal Road 
inside the Port. Another such event is 
scheduled on 17 September 2022 during the 
‘International Coastal Clean-up Day’ at Beach 

area at east of INS Adyar, near 
CISF Barracks.

Shri Sunil Paliwal, IAS, 
Chairperson, HODs, Officers 
and more than 350 Staff of 
Chennai Port Authority participated in the 

cleaning campaign held on 09 September 
2022.

Chennai Port Participates in 75-day 
Long Coastal Clean-up Campaign

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

The commercial shipping industry is 
increasingly taking action to protect 
endangered whale populations 

following revelations that some of the busiest 
ports and channels in the world’s oceans 
overlap with important habitats for whales, 
something that has resulted in increasing 
whale deaths from ship strikes.

With experts warning that the ever-
expanding shipping traffic from supertankers 
and cargo vessels in whales’ breeding grounds 
and along their migration routes is resulting in 
an increased risk of ship strikes, the world’s 
largest container carrier MSC is now re-
routing its vessels to protect the endangered 
animals.

The company announced that it has taken 
a step to help protect blue whales and other 
cetaceans living and feeding in the waters 
off the coast of Sri Lanka by modifying 
navigation guidance in line with the advice 
of scientists and others in the maritime sector. 
MSC recently began to voluntarily re-route its 
vessels passing by Sri Lanka on a new course 
that is approximately 15 nautical miles to the 
south of the current traffic separation scheme 
(TSS) for commercial shipping.

The area off Sri Lanka’s southern coast is 
one of the busiest shipping lanes in the world 
and is also inhabited by large populations of 
whales and other sea life putting these animals 
at risk of a collision with a ship. Simulations 
have shown that moving the shipping lane 15 
nautical miles to the south could reduce the 
strike risk to blue whales by as much as 95 
percent.

“We believe that the commercial shipping 
sector has an important role to play in 
protecting cetaceans, specifically in helping to 
reduce the risk of ship collisions with whales,” 
said Stefania Lallai, MSC Vice President for 
Sustainability. “MSC is proud to rank at or near 
the top of whale safety shipping rankings.”

She added that more shipping companies 
should re-route traffic to the southerly route 
south of the official TSS shipping lanes as 
a way of ensuring the shipping industry is 
collectively doing more to minimize the risk 
of ship strikes.

MSC is taking proactive action at a time 
when the liner shipping industry led by the 
World Shipping Council is advocating to 
create a new official marine traffic scheme that 
is fully separated from the blue whale feeding 
area in Sri Lanka. If it becomes a reality, all 
large-scale commercial marine traffic will be 
obligated to move to the more southerly zone.

Sri Lanka, which lies in the Indian Ocean 
between Asia and Europe, and the port of 
Colombo, is a major transshipment hub 
for global trade. Data by the Sri Lanka Port 
Authority show container throughput at the 
port of Colombo hit an all-time high of 7.2 
million TEUs in 2021 with transshipment 
volumes accounting for 81 percent of 
container throughput. The 5.8 million TEUs 
being transshipped in the port represented 4.2 
percent growth from the previous year. During 
the year, the port of Colombo saw 3,675 ship 
arrivals including 3,180 container ships.

According to MSC, westbound ship 
traffic will now be limited to a latitude 
between 05 30N and 05 35N, and eastbound 
traffic is limited to a latitude between 05 24N 
and 05 29N to avoid designated cetacean 
habitats. An exception has been made for 
vessels embarking and disembarking for 
safety reasons in Galle, including in case 
of adverse weather. Additionally, smaller 
feeder ships sailing around the Bay of 
Bengal will reduce their speed to less than 
10 knots in the area.

A World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
report released in February titled Protecting 
Blue Corridors says that a third of the 
world’s cetaceans are now classified by the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) as threatened, meaning they 
have either a high, very high, or extremely 
high risk of extinction. It adds that six out of 
the 13 great whale species are classified as 
endangered or vulnerable, even after decades 
of protection after commercial whaling.

The report shows that an estimated 300,000 
cetaceans are killed annually as a result of 
entanglement in fishing gear and ghost nets 
while populations are impacted by overfishing, 
increasing ship traffic, underwater noise, 
pollution, offshore development, and climate 
change.

MSC Reroutes Ships Passing Lanka 
To Protect Blue Whales

Visit
www.portwings.in

for Latest News
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Mr. Gautam Adani, Chairman, and 
Founder, of Adani Group, received 
the USIBC Global Leadership Award, 

and the award comes on the occasion of the 
75th anniversary of India’s freedom makes 
it even more significant and memorable, 
according to a report in The Statesman. 

Billionaire businessman and Adani Group 
chief Gautam Adani was honoured with the 
USIBC Global Leadership award for his 
substantial contributions to enhancing the 
India-US partnership.

The award was conferred at the 
national capital during the ongoing India 
Ideas Summit organised by US-India 
Business Council. This global leadership 
award aiming to acknowledge corporate 
executives started back in 2007.

In his address at the event right 
after receiving the award, he said the 
governments have done their part and it 
was now the job of businesses to find a 
way to collaborate between the two nations. 

“In terms of climate change, there has 
been a lot of talk about developed nations 
supporting developing nations. But far more 
needs to be done urgently. With the signing 
of the US Climate Bill into law, both nations 
must find a mechanism to benefit from this,” 
Adani said.

Further, he reiterated that his conglomerate 
has already committed USD 70 billion for green 
energy. “It will see us building 3 Giga factories 
in India, leading to one of the world’s most 
integrated wind energy value chains,” he said.

Explaining the three factories, Adani said 

it would extend from polysilicon to solar 
modules, manufacturing of wind turbines and 
manufacturing hydrogen electrolysers, which 
as a result is expected to generate another 45 
GW of renewable energy in addition to the 
existing 20 GW capacity and 3 million tonnes 
of hydrogen.

“This value chain will be fully indigenous 
and aligned with the geopolitical needs of 
our nation. I also believe that we can further 
accelerate our goals with support from 

companies in the US that are willing to work 
with us. Both of us stand to benefit,” Gautam 
Adani added.

For the record, at the COP26 summit at 
Glasgow in late 2021, Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi committed to an ambitious 
five-part “Panchamrit” pledge, including 
reaching 500 GW of non-fossil electricity 
capacity, to generate half of all energy 
requirements from renewables, to reduce 
emissions by 1 billion tons by 2030.

India also aims to reduce the emissions 
intensity of GDP by 45 per cent. Finally, India 
commits to net-zero emissions by 2070.

“Global Leadership” Honor for Gautam Adani

PSA Mumbai Welcomes ZIM Integrated 
Shipping Services New Vessel Service  

IAX (India Africa Express)

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Mumbai
Port Wings News Network

Korean Register (KR) and Daewoo 
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering 
(DSME) will be working closely 

together to develop new propulsion systems 
capable of handling green fuels including 
ammonia and hydrogen.

On 7 September, the two organisations 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to jointly collaborate at Gastech 2022, 
Milan, Italy. The move follows announcements 
that KR would be jointly developing a 
liquefied CO2 carrier with DSME.

Whilst the global maritime industry is 
introducing operational measures such as 
limiting engine output and installing energy-
saving devices to meet stringent greenhouse 
gas regulations, in the longer term green fuels 
will be needed to achieve substantial emission 
reductions.

There is a high level of market interest in 
propulsion systems and materials for operating 
with green fuels such as ammonia, hydrogen 
and methanol.

Ammonia and hydrogen, widely recognized 
as green alternatives, but are considered 
to have more sensitive characteristics than 
commonly used LNG fuels. To be used as a 
marine fuel, extra technical requirements need 
to be addressed. These include the toxicity of 
ammonia, hydrogen embrittlement, cryogenic 
conditions equivalent to -253 ° C, diffusion 
characteristics, as well as ensuring the same 
level of safety as existing ships.

PSA Mumbai was delighted to 
welcome ZIM Integrated Shipping 
Services new vessel service IAX 

(India Africa Express), with berthing 
of m.v. Pacific Trader on 07 September 

This joint research agreement between the 
two parties will build on the unique strengths 
and accumulated technology of each company.

DSME aims to commercialize ammonia-
powered container ships by 2025 based on its 
advanced technology, and is at an advanced 
stage in developing eco-friendly fuel 
technologies, including low-carbon ammonia 
carriers and liquefied CO2 carriers.

KR has also been actively seeking better 
options for decarbonization pathways. As well 
as publishing guidelines for ammonia-fueled 
ships, the classification society is developing 
its own hydrogen-powered ship rules and 
is working on enhanced decarbonization 
initiatives to ensure ship safety and a greener 
future.

Dong-kyu Choi, Head of DSME’s R&D 
Institute, said: “The added value of eco-
friendly ship propulsion technologies is 
expected to increase further in the future 
amid the strengthening of environmental 
regulations. Besides this collaboration with 
KR, we will continue to develop advanced 
eco-friendly ship propulsion technology and 
strive to speed up the commercialization of 
decarbonized ships.”

Dae-heon Kim, Executive Vice President 
of KR R&D division, said: “Gastech 2022 was 
a great opportunity to showcase our technical 
strength and efforts. The joint agreement 
with DSME is significant in preparing for the 
future of green fuels in the long term. We will 
do our best to support the technology needed 
to deliver a low emissions shipping industry.”

2022. The new addition to existing 
vessel services shall continue to offer 
importers and exporters a reliable route 
to market with fixed weekday schedules 
from PSA Mumbai. Port rotation:-  PSA 
MUMBAI – MUNDRA – DAR E SALAM 
- MOMBASA

KR, DSME Collaborate on  
Eco-Friendly Ship Propulsion Systems

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

The government of India has announced a 
liberalised public land leasing policy for 
investors seeking to bid on rail-linked 

freight terminal projects.
The policy update is part of New Delhi’s 

flagship “Gati Shakti” scheme, designed to 
provide multimodal connectivity infrastructure 
support to various economic zones. Under this 
programme, launched in 2021, the authorities 
are targeting to build 300 freight terminals 
over the next five years.

To encourage investment, the annual land 
license fee has now been lowered to 1.5% 
of the market value of the land, versus 6% 
previously. Additionally, selected bidders will 
have a 35-year lease tenure, instead of five 
years at present.

“Liberalising the land leasing policy would 
open avenues for all stakeholders/service 
providers/operators to establish more cargo 
related facilities and render their participation 
assisting in generation of additional cargo 
traffic and freight revenues to Railways,” 
said an announcement by India’s Ministry of 
Railways.

The ministry also noted, “The revised 
railways’ land policy will enable integrated 
development of infrastructure and more cargo 
terminals. The existing entities using railway 
land for cargo terminals will have the option 
to switch to the new policy regime after 
transparent and competitive bidding process.”

This investment push is another step 
towards accelerating the modal shift from 
road to rail that authorities believe is critical 
to improving container dwell times along with 
predictable cost gains for cargo owners.

“Since rail is an efficient mode of transport it 
is essential to more freight by rail so as to reduce 
the logistics cost of the industry,” the ministry 
added. “To enhance the modal share of rail in 
freight transportation, a need has been felt to 
modify the land leasing policy to encourage 
development of more cargo terminals.”

The policymakers believe multi-modal 
logistics will provide integrated and seamless 
connectivity for the movement of goods, 
particularly on low-volume corridors. The 
strategy revolves around creating hub-and-
spoke terminal networks.

The Gati Shakti is a digital platform 
intended to bring 16 national ministries, 
including railways and roadways, together 
for integrated planning and co-ordinated 
implementation of infrastructure connectivity 
projects in the country.

Container Corporation of India (Concor), 
an offshoot of Indian Railways, holds the 
largest network of inland container depots 
(ICDs) in India.

The government has already laid out a 
privatisation plan for Concor, divesting the 
majority public ownership in the company. 
According to industry sources, the land policy 
reform is expected to help heighten interest 
from potential suitors for Concor.

India Looks To Build 300 Rail-Linked 
Freight Terminals In Five Years

Chennai
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TVS Supply Chain Solutions (TVS 
SCS), one of the largest and fastest 
growing supply chain solutions 

providers in India, on 7 September announced 
the inauguration of its Training Academy at 
Oragadam, industrial corridor, near Chennai.  

This academy provides essential and 
specific skill-set training and knowledge 
to help create a pool of supply chain talent, 
who will be employment-ready, for the entire 

industry, after the training program. The 
training academy also offers a unique social 
cause opportunity to select youth from remote 
areas, train and deploy them appropriately. 
Through this new facility, the academy can 
train around 2000 rural youth every year.

Inaugurating the new facility, Mr. Ravi 
Viswanathan, Managing Director, TVS Supply 
Chain Solutions said, “We have created an 
academy to provide focused skill-set training 
on warehouse management, transportation 
management and technology-related aspects 
ensuring both classroom and on-the-job 
training. The certification courses at this 
centre will set the benchmark for the industry 
best practices and the trained individuals will 
be ready for employment in the fast-growing 
supply chain industry.”

The Supply Chain industry in India is one 
of the largest in the world and is expected to 
grow from $382 bn to $531 bn at a CAGR 
of 7%. The need for trained professionals, 
not only for TVS SCS but also for the entire 
industry, is the driving force behind this 
initiative.

Ravi Viswanathan further added, “We will 
be replicating this model in other parts of the 
country too, starting from the Western region 
in the near future. The aim is to train around 
5000 individuals every year in the next couple 

of years.”
TVS SCS handles more than 18 

million sq.ft. Warehousing space 
in India and has deployed over 700 
Material Handling Equipment (MHEs) 
in its operations. In the supply chain 
and logistics world, the responsible 
use of MHE is integral to the safety 
of any successful supply chain 
operation. Given the important role 
of this equipment in daily operations, 
it is essential to train MHE operators 
on safe operations to protect against 
potential hazards and work towards 
the goal of zero accidents in the 
workplace.

The Training Academy at 
Oragadam, which is an industrial corridor, has 
access to a pool of prospective learners from 
nearby areas. The academy, spread over the 
build-up area of 29,000 Sq.ft and in that Model 
Warehouse Training Centre covers 4,300 Sq. ft. 
The facilities here include Classroom, Spares 
& Maintenance tools room, Warehouse set 
up and Material Handling Equipment (MHE) 
training yard facilities. The residential training 
programs are run by the academy facilitating 
boarding and lodging for the students during 
the training period without any cost.

The young workforce who are trained 
in warehouse management, operations, 
data entry operations, safety and MHE 
(Material Handling Equipment) operations 
would be absorbed in the projects as per the 
requirements.

TVS SCS Launches New Residential 
Training Academy In Chennai; To Train 

2000 Rural Youth Every Year To Be 
‘Employment Ready’ 

(L to R) Mr. K. Sukumar, TVS SCS, CEO, India and 
Mr. Ravi Viswanathan, Managing Director, TVS SCS 
at the inauguration of TVS SCS training academy at 

Oragadam, near Chennai.
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Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution and Textiles, Shri 
Piyush Goyal said that fruitful 
discussions had been held over the 
course of the Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework (IPEF) Ministerial 
meeting to bring together a group of 

likeminded, rules-based, transparent 
countries with a shared interest in an 
open Indo-Pacific region.

Highlighting that India had 
engaged very exhaustively in all 
the various streams of discussion, 
Shri Goyal said that on three out 
of four pillars related to supply 
chains, tax and anti-corruption and 
clean energy, India was comfortable 
with the outcome and text and have 
joined the declaration.

On one pillar, which deals 
primarily with trade, the Minister 
said, the contours of the framework 
- particularly on commitments 
required on environment, labour, 
digital trade and public procurement 
— are still emerging.

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework 
for Prosperity ministerial meet was 
inclusive and fruitful: Piyush Goyal

We have to see what benefits 
member countries will derive and 
whether any conditionalities on 
aspects like environment may 
discriminate against developing 
countries who have the imperative 
to provide low cost and affordable 
energy to meet the needs of our 
growing economy, the Minister said.

Shri Goyal also underscored that 
India was in the process of firming 
up our own digital framework 

and laws, particularly 
regarding privacy 
and data and said that 
therefore India, while 
continuing to engage 
with the trade track 
in the IPEF, will wait 
for the final contours 
to emerge. In the 
meantime, officials will 
be participating in the 
discussions with an open 
mind and in the best 
interest of the people and 

businesses in India, he added.
Responding to a query, 

the minister said that certain 
responsibilities of the developed 
world should also be an integral 
part of any such agreement and that 
is a matter that will require deeper 
engagement.

Shri Goyal also complimented 
all the member countries for the 
speed with which, from launch 
in May 2022 to first ministerial 
laying down the broad contours 
of future engagements have been 
drawn up in September. The 
Minister also complimented the 
US and both the US Commerce 
Secretary Gina Raimondo and US 
Trade Representative Ambassador 

Katherine Tai for their unwavering 
commitment in making IPEF a 
success and for the inclusive nature 
of discussions that we have had. 
They have both been very supportive 
to India throughout the discussions 
and negotiations, he said.

The Minister expressed 
confidence that together this group 
of 14 countries will define the rules 
of trade among countries which 
believe in fair play, transparency 
and rules-based trading in the future.

Shri Goyal also met Australian 
Trade Minister Don Farrell on the 
side-lines of IPEF meet in Los 
Angeles.

“Our trade and investment ties 
have strengthened with the signing 
of Economic Cooperation and 
Trade Agreement. Discussed ways 
to further boost bilateral trade & 
cooperation under the IPEF”, he 
tweeted.

The Minister interacted with 
Coordinating Minister of Economic 
Affairs of Indonesia, Airlangga 
Hartarto on the side-lines of the 
Ministerial meet.

“Discussed expanding bilateral 
trade & investment under IPEF, 
giving further impetus to economic 
cooperation between India & 
Indonesia”, the Minister tweeted.

Shri Goyal also visited the Los 
Angeles Port, one of the busiest 
seaports in the world.

“It is the right time to invest in 
India’s ports sector that is being 
expanded & upgraded to strengthen 
logistics. India & US look to deepen 
trade & investment ties & build 
resilient global supply chains”, he 
tweeted.

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Shri Nitin Gadkari has said 

in the next five years both the centre 
and the States should work together 
to transform the Transport sector of 
the country to become five Trillion 
dollar economy. 

Addressing the 41st Meeting of 
Transport Development Council 
(TDC) at Bengaluru on 9 September 
he said efforts should be made to 
increase the automobile industry 

from 7.5 lakhs crore to 15 lakhs 
crore in next 5 years enabling India 
as a top automobile manufacturing 
hub in the world. He said this is 
only possible with the adoption of 
best technologies for the Indian 
road sector and emphasis on digital 
contactless services by all States/
UTs. The Minister said all diesel 
buses should be replaced with 
electric buses to reduce pollution 
and costs. Shri Gadkari  said all the 
stakeholders should resolve to fulfil 
Prime Minister’s vision of Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat. He reiterated that 
serious and sensitive approach is 
needed towards road accidents and 

Schulte Group on 7 September 
presented for the first time its 
next generation design for an 

LNG bunker vessel (LBV) at Gastech 
Exhibition and Conference in Milan, 
according to the company’s release. 
The shipping group has used its 
experience as an LNG bunker vessel 
owner and operator to develop a new 
innovative LBV design that is easy-to-
use, fulfils present and known future 
requirements for at-sea LNG bunker 
deliveries and reduces last-mile costs.

The unique vessel design does 
away with the need for fenders and 
spacer pontoons, which take time 
and manpower to manually deploy, 
replacing them with an integrated 
outrigging system that’s compatible 
with any vessel type and can be 
operational in five minutes with the 
push of a button. Same applies to the 
telescopic crane, which extends over 
40 meters over the water and can be 
adjusted to any required reach. The 
vessel fits with all known and soon-
to-come LNG-fuelled vessels.

It also features warming-up, gas 
freeing and aeration equipment to 
prepare LNG-fuelled vessels for 
drydock, and flexible design options 
so that the LBV can be tailored to 
specific requirements. The bunker 
vessel can be operated by a smaller 
crew whilst still ensuring high safety 
standards.

All of these components are geared 
towards reducing the CAPEX (capital) 
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hard decisions will have to be taken 
to save precious  lives of people.

Ministers of Transport from 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Goa, Karnataka, Delhi and 
Tamil Nadu participated in the 41st 
Transport Development Council 
(TDC). The initiatives of the Ministry 
on construction of roads, public 
transport, technology adoption, 
Road safety and the initiatives on 
the development of Road Transport 
were appreciated by the Ministers. 
They complemented Shri Gadkari 
for bringing out the Motor vehicles 

(amendment) Act, 2019 and its 
speedy implementation. They also 
spoke about various initiatives 
taken by respective States/UTs 
for improving the quality of road 
transport, road safety and support 
transport infrastructure. They also 
highlighted the challenges, such 
as adoption and procurement of 
electric buses, establishment of 
charging stations, driver training 
centres, vehicle fitness centres etc.

Minister of State RTH & Civil 
Aviation, Gen. (Dr) V K Singh, 
Secretary Shri Giridhar Aramane, 
and Joint Secretary Shri Mahmood 
Ahmed also addressed the gathering.

and OPEX (operating) costs for 
owners and operators, and ultimately 
will achieve low last-mile costs for 
the LNG-fuel industry, including the 
LNG-fuelled client vessels.

The LBV has been designed to 
maximise operational compatibility, 
including: vessels with protruding 
structures from the hull, such as those 
typically found on cruise liners with 
protruding lifeboats, deck structure 
and balconies; vessels with short 
bodies such as high-speed, slender 
container vessels; those with high 
freeboards including large crude oil 
and bulk carriers.

Schulte Group’s LBV has been 
developed in accordance with the 
International Code for Safety for 
Ships Using Gases or other Low-
Flashpoint Fuels (IGC) Code and 
other IMO regulations. It also 
complies with and is prepared for 
new and future decarbonising rules 
and regulations like IMO’s Carbon 
Intensity Index (CII) and EU’s Fit-
For-55 programmes.

In this context, measures are either 
built into the design or available for 
future upgrade with, for example, a 
battery hybrid solution or retrofitted 
for hydrogen power. In combination 
with a battery hybrid solution and 
“green” shore power, depending on 
the operation profile, the vessel could 
operate largely carbon-emissions free.

Overall, the next generation 
LBV design brings together safety, 
compatibility, eco sustainability, 
operational flexibility and cost 
efficiency.

Both centre, States “should 
work together” to transform the 
Transport sector: Nitin Gadkari

Schulte Group Presents  
New LNG Bunker Vessel Design

Russia has launched its 
harshest criticisms yet 
against the UN-brokered 

deal overseen by Turkey for the 
export of grain from Ukraine. A 
month after the exports resumed 
under the three-month agreement, 
Russia began what appears to be 
a coordinated effort to criticize 
the program.  Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said they will call 
for changes while citing a lack of 
reciprocity for Russian exports.

While Russia has permitted the 
exports to flow freely since the 
first vessels departed on August 
3, they have spoken against the 
implementation of the effort, 
despite the UN and Turkey saying 
it was proceeding as planned. 
The agreement established a 
humanitarian corridor from three 
Ukrainian ports across the Black 
Sea to Turkey where outgoing and 
incoming vessels are inspected. 

Putin lashed out against the 
program saying that Russia was 
being cheated by the implementation 
of the agreement according to a 
report carried by Reuters. The report 
on the wire quotes Putin as saying, 
“What we see is a brazen deception 
... a deception by the international 
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Putin Criticizes Implementation Of 
Ukrainian Grain Export Deal

community of our partners in Africa, 
and other countries that are in dire 
need of food. It’s just a scam.”

Putin asserted that the agreement 
was for the gains to be sent to the 
poorest countries and those facing 
famine. Instead, he says most of the 
grain is going into the developed 
world, and specifically he asserts to 
EU countries. Reuters quotes Putin 
as saying that “only two of 87 ships, 
carrying 60,000 tonnes of products, 
went to poor countries.”

The criticism of the program 
comes just one month after vessels 
began to depart Ukraine for the 
first time since February. As of 
September 6, the Joint Coordination 
Center based in Turkey reports that 
the total tonnage of grain and other 
foodstuffs exported from the three 
Ukrainian ports topped 2.2 million 
metric tons. A total of 204 voyages 
have been enabled so far consisting 
of 108 inbound and 96 outbound. 
On a daily basis, they are inspecting 
five or more ships heading in each 
direction.

As part of the program, the 
center posts a daily listing and 
running total on the voyages. By 
their account, the largest portion 
of the exports is 1.5 million metric 
tons of corn followed by more than 
500,000 tons of wheat. A range 

of other commodities, including 
sunflower oil, seeds and meal, 
barley, soybeans, and rapeseed, 
have also been exported.

The data posted on the website 
shows the largest amounts had a 
declared destination of Turkey while 
other amounts have gone to Spain, 
Italy, the Netherlands, and South 
Korea. However, far more than two 
ships have gone into the developing 
world. Declared destinations range 
from Djibouti to Egypt, India, Iran, 
Kenya, Lebanon, Somalia, Sudan, 
and Yemen.

Putin’s criticism of the initiative 
came a day after Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov also said that the deal 
was not honoring the provisions 
to reduce sanctions on Russian 
food and fertilizer exports. Lavrov, 
according to a report from Reuters, 
said he was contacting the UN 
calling for the promised relaxing 
of western sanctions on Russian 
exports. 

While promising to continue 
forward with the deal at this time, 
Putin said he would also be speaking 
with Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan calling for restrictions 
on which countries can receive 
shipments from Ukraine and efforts 
to make possible the export of 
Russian fertilizer.
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APM Terminals remains plans to convert 
part of a shipyard into a new container 

terminal in Suape, Brazil

NYK concludes charter agreement  
for LNG carrier with Osaka Gas  

International Transport

In August, the court of Ipojuca confirmed APM Terminals, the port 
logistics arm of A.P. Moller – Maersk, as the official winner of the judicial 
auction for the acquisition of an Isolated Productive Unit (UPI-B Cais 
Sul) of Estaleiro Atlantico Sul (EAS), in the Port of Suape, Pernambuco. 
APM Terminals presented a winning bid on July 26 for the acquisition 
of the area in the context of its judicial recovery process, to develop 
and operate a container and general cargo terminal, according to the 
company’s release.

In recent years, APM Terminals upgraded the equipment at its terminal 
in Pecem (Ceará) – a BRL 150 million investment brought three electric 
rubber-tyred gantry (RTG) cranes for container operation in the yard 
and a Ship-to-Shore (STS) crane for ship operations. The equipment 
was commissioned in time for the 2022 harvest season, which plays a 
crucial role for local economy. The terminal has seen a 10% volume 
growth and record moves in 2021, while also seeing a 6% growth in 
cabotage specifically. APM Terminals Pecem remains the main gateway 
for shipments of fruit out of Brazil and in 2021 it recorded a 20% volume 
growth compared to the year before in the export of fruits from the 
Brazilian Northeast region to the North American East Coast and Europe. 
For 2022, the numbers are expected to reach 470 thousand TEUs, which 
would signify further year-on-year growth.

In addition, to improve handling of refrigerated cargo, which is of 
great importance for the port, the number of reefer outlets has gradually 
increased from 1088 to 1388 during 2022, with new outlets installed at the 
Multi-Utility Terminal (TMUT) doubling the capacity of the area.

On September 6, NYK signed a multi-year time charter contract with 
Osaka Gas International Transport Inc., a Daigas Group company, for a new 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) carrier, according to the company’s release.

This vessel, named “Grace Freesia,” comes equipped with a WinGD-
made dual-fuel slow-speed diesel engine (i.e., X-DF diesel engine) that 
has superior fuel-consumption efficiency and can operate on marine gas 
oil or boil off gas stored in the cargo tank. The carrier also features a re-
liquefaction system that can use surplus boil-off gas efficiently. The cargo 
tank is a 174,000 cubic meter capacity membrane-type tank that makes use 
of advanced insulating materials to suppress the boil-off rate (percentage 
of gas volume that vaporizes during navigation) in the cargo tank and 
realizes significantly more efficient, economical, and environmentally 
friendly operation.

By utilizing its experience and network cultivated as a world-scale 
LNG-carrier owning-and-managing company, NYK is contributing to 
Japan’s stable energy supply.

In February 2021, NYK released the “NYK Group ESG Story,” 
which aims to further integrate ESG into the company’s management 
strategy and promotes activities that contribute to the achievement of 
the SDGs through business activities. In March this year, NYK released 
the updated “NYK Group ESG Story 2022,” which introduces initiatives 
for integrating ESG into the Group’s management strategies set forth in 
the “NYK Group ESG Story” and provides a partial explanation of the 
Group’s sustainable growth strategy from a long-term perspective. To 
strongly promote ESG management, NYK will continue to create new 
value as a sustainable solution provider.

At Gastech 2022, DNV 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) 

with maritime industry technology 
leaders HHI, AVIKUS and Liberian 
International Ship & Corporate 
Registry (LISCR) to collaborate 
on autonomous ship technology 
developments.

The Hyundai intelligent 

Navigation Assistant System 
(HiNAS 2.0) is an AI-based 
navigation solution that covers all 
steps for voyage from detection 
to situation analysis, planning 
and control. The system assists 
in safe navigation by displaying 
AR (augmented reality) images 
of detected ships and navigation 
information. Furthermore, it 
controls heading and speed for 

Zero Emission Industries 
(ZEI), a leading hydrogen 
technology company 

for maritime, on 8 September 
announced the first close of its 
Series A funding round. 

The round is led by Chevron New 
Energies with additional investment 
from U.S.-based shipping and 
logistics company Crowley. The 
new funds are expected to enable 
ZEI to roll out their next generation 
fully integrated marine power 
system and scale quickly to meet 
the demand within the maritime 
industry for their zero emission 
propulsion solutions.

“We believe hydrogen is the 
best path to energy security and 
decarbonization of the maritime 
industry. Chevron and Crowley bring 
a wealth of global experience and an 
ability to scale deployment across 
the marine market. We’re excited 
to leverage this partnership with 
our industry-leading technology to 
achieve exponential growth of the 
marine hydrogen market,” said ZEI 
CEO Dr. Joseph Pratt.

ZEI is led by Pratt, who has built a 
team of hydrogen and marine experts 
with deep industry knowledge and 
expertise in the design, development 
and deployment of hydrogen fuel 
cell power systems and other critical 
hydrogen technology. ZEI produces 
marine-specific turn-key fuel cell 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

DNV Signs MOU With HHI, AVIKUS And LISCR 
To Develop Autonomous Ship Technology

Chevron New Energies, Crowley Lead First Close of 
Series A Funding Round for Zero Emissions Industries

collision avoidance and route 
tracking. Developed by AVIKUS, 
a subsidiary of Hyundai Heavy 
Industries (HHI), the system creates 
and controls optimal routes for 
collision avoidance in the ocean, 
aiming to reduce crew fatigue and 
increase fuel efficiency.

The multilateral MOU includes 
a joint study to deploy autonomous 
navigation systems on board ships 
to increase technology uptake by 
the industry and flag states. During 

the project, AVIKUS, HHI and 
LISCR will actively contribute to 
developing autonomous maritime 
solutions that comply with DNV 
Rules on autonomous operations, 
where AVIKUS aims to obtain 
an Approval in Principle from 
DNV as well as the Liberian Flag 
Administration.

“Through this cooperation, we 
believe that we will gain momentum 

power and hydrogen storage systems 
that deliver superior performance.

“Our intelligent, connected, 
reliable power systems are the only 
ones on the market built from the 

ground-up specifically to meet the 
rigorous demands of the marine 
community. Designed to be as easy 
to install and operate as a marine 
diesel engine, we are working to 
build solutions that truly enable the 
maritime industry to decarbonize 
without negatively impacting their 
operations,” said ZEI Executive VP 
John Motlow.

The investments from Chevron 
and Crowley create an integrated 
value chain from hydrogen 
production to power systems to 
vessels. This collaboration will 
drive value for end users and 
partners alike through simplified 
and cost effective fueling and power 
solutions made specifically for 
maritime. ZEI’s technical expertise 
and innovative approach, combined 

to move forward to the next stage 
of autonomous ship technology. 
We will try to maintain the leading 
position in this technology and to 
increase competitiveness in the 
future ship market,” said Won Ho 
Joo, CTO of HHI.

“This joint development is 
meaningful in that it includes 
shipyards, autonomous solution 
companies, classification, and flag 
states to commercialize autonomous 
navigation solutions. Based on 
the results of this project, we 
will successfully commercialize 
HiNAS 2.0 and contribute to the 
improvement of navigation safety 
and fuel savings,” said Dohyeong 
Lim, CEO of AVIKUS.

“As a result of the 4th Industrial 
Revolution, the fast-paced 
technology development will pave 
the way for autonomous shipping. 
This ground-breaking MOU with 
collaboration between forward-
thinking and safety-focused 
stakeholders will set an example 
of how artificial intelligence 
can support and enhance the 
safety of navigation and reduce 
GHG emissions,” said Thomas 
Klenum, Executive Vice President, 
Innovation and Regulatory Affairs 
at LISCR.

“Rightly applied, a higher degree 
of digitalization can contribute to 
safety and efficiency enhancements 
in shipping. Therefore, we are 
pleased to collaborate with 
industry technology leaders and 
help to advance the development 
of autonomous ships,” said Vidar 
Dolonen, Regional Manager DNV 
Maritime Korea & Japan.

with strategic partners Chevron 
and Crowley, will help enable the 
accelerated deployment of hydrogen 
technologies across the maritime 
market to create lower carbon and 
potentially zero emission power for 
the industry.

“As the maritime industry focuses 
on lower carbon opportunities, 
hydrogen is well-suited to address 
these, and we are excited to 
collaborate with ZEI to advance this 
potential,” said Austin Knight, vice 
president of hydrogen for Chevron 
New Energies. “Chevron believes 
in the value of partnering to develop 
hydrogen solutions that have the 
potential to scale and support a 
lower carbon world, and this is a 
step in that direction.”

Chevron New Energies launched 
in 2021 to focus on establishing 
lower carbon businesses in 
CCUS, hydrogen, renewable fuels 
and products, offsets, and other 
emerging areas.

“Investing in and developing 
innovative, clean energy solutions such 
as hydrogen is critical to reaching the 
maritime industry’s decarbonization 
goals. Crowley can only reach net-
zero emissions with collaboration that 
produces new ideas by partners and 
stakeholders,” said Tom Crowley, 
the company’s chairman and CEO. 
“Working with Chevron and ZEI 
is an opportunity to help lead the 
shipping and logistics industry – and 
the communities we serve – to reach a 
more sustainable future.”

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
2nd Sep 2022Notification  No.73/2022 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  55.45  53.10
2. Bahraini Dinar  217.70  204.65
3. Canadian Dollar  61.50  59.45
4. Chinese Yuan  11.70  11.35
5. Danish Kroner  10.90  10.55
6. EURO  81.25  78.25
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.30  9.95
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  266.40  250.20
9. New Zealand Dollar  49.85  47.55
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.10  7.85
11. Pound Sterling  93.80  90.60
12. Qatari Riyal  22.30  20.95
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  21.85  20.50
14. Singapore Dollar  57.75  55.90
15. South African Rand  4.80  4.50
16. Swedish Kroner  7.55  7.30
17. Swiss Franc  82.75  79.70
18. Turkish Lira  4.50  4.25
19. UAE Dirham  22.35  21.00
20. US Dollar  80.45  78.70 
1. Japanese Yen (100) 57.95  56.10
2. Korean Won (100) 6.05  5.70

Signing ceremony at Gastech (from left to right): Dohyeong Lim  
(CEO, AVIKUS), Won Ho Joo (CTO, HHI), Vidar Dolonen  

(Regional Manager Korea & Japan, DNV Maritime), Thomas Klenum  
(Executive Vice President, Innovation and Regulatory Affairs, LISCR)
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There has been an estimated 
77% drop in overall Sulphur 
Oxide emissions from ships 

since the entry into effect of the 
“IMO 2020” regulations in January 
2020, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) said.

The reduction is equivalent to 
8.5 million metric tonnes of sulphur 
oxides, which are linked to causing 
asthma, pulmonary, cardiovascular, 
and respiratory diseases.

To remind, the 2020 Sulphur Cap 
has limited the use of sulphur in fuel 
oil used on board ships operating 
outside of designated emission 
control areas to 0.50 percent m/m 
down from 3.50 percent m/m limit.

The majority of ships trading 
worldwide switched from using 
heavy fuel oil to using very low 
sulphuf fuel oil (VLSFO.) Generally 
speaking, these are new blends of 
fuel oil, produced by refineries to 
meet the new limit, in accordance 
with IMO guidance and ISO 
standards.

Over the past two years, to meet 
the new regulation, ships have 
also burnt alternative fuels such as 
LNG, and methanol. Vessels that 
continued to use heavy fuel oil fitted 
their ships with exhaust gas cleaning 
systems (scrubbers).

Through 2020, and into 2021 
to date, IMO has not received any 
reports of safety issues linked to 
VLSFO, the organization said.  
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Putin Criticizes Implementation Of 
Ukrainian Grain Export Deal

There is an even stricter limit of 
0.10% m/m in effect in emission 
control areas which have been 
established by IMO. The four ECAS 
are the Baltic Sea area; the North 
Sea area; the North American area, 
and the United States Caribbean Sea 
area. 

In 2022, MEPC 78 agreed to 
designate the entire Mediterranean 
Sea as an emission control area, 
meaning that ships will – from 
2025 – have to comply with more 
stringent controls on sulphur oxide 
emissions.

The IMO is working to adopt an 
updated GHG strategy in the middle 
of 2023.

Speaking at the official opening 
of the SMM trade fair in Hamburg, 
Kitack Lim, Secretary-General of 
the IMO, stressed that it was very 
important to revise and strengthen 
the IMO GHG Strategy while 
ensuring that the existing divide 
between developed and developing 
countries is not further deepened.

“In line with our commitment as a 
part of the United Nations family to 
support all Member States to achieve 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals – including those related 
to clean energy and innovation as 
well as tackling climate change – 
we are encouraging discussions 
that explore opportunities for 
developing countries to investigate 
ways to accelerate renewable fuel 
production that can also serve to 
accelerate their transition to low-
carbon economies,” he said.

“The green imperative – and 
consequently IMO regulation – is 
helping drive innovation in ship 
design, propulsion and research and 
investment into alternative low and 
zero-emission fuels.

“IMO regulations are 
“technology neutral”: setting goals, 
not prescribing technology and here 
at SMM we see great examples of 
how shipping can innovate to meet 
– and even exceed – the goals set.”

Lim noted that digitalization is 
being harnessed to support greater 
efficiency of shipping, as automation 
and artificial intelligence become an 
integral part of daily operations for 
many in the shipping sector.

“We will undoubtedly see more 
and more fuels coming into the 
mix while autonomous ships of 
different sizes, with differing levels 
of automation, will become more 
commonplace. We need to provide 
the regulatory framework for 
these developments. That, which 
is why IMO is developing a goal-
based instrument for Maritime 
Autonomous Surface Ships, the so-
called MASS,” Lim went on to say.

“I believe that the most 
fundamental change in shipping 
is going to come from a changing 
mindset. This means a shift to 
greater transparency, more sharing 
of data, better analysis of data and 
collaborative thinking.

“By working together 
collaboratively and cooperatively, 
we can make shipping greener and 
more resilient.”

Union Minister for Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution and Textiles, Shri 
Piyush Goyal on 10 September 
reaffirmed the desire of both India 
and USA to continue to work 
towards strengthening economic 
relations & strategic partnership. 
He was addressing the event hosted 
by US-India Strategic Partnership 
Forum in Los Angeles.

Shri Goyal reaffirmed that both 
the Government of India and the 
Government of USA desire to 
strengthen economic relations & 
strategic partnership, adding that 
the strong bond with the people of 
the United States will transcend 
into business and government very 
rapidly.

Touching upon the growth story 
that is unfolding in India, Shri Goyal 
mentioned that two FTAs have 
already been finalised this year, and 
hoped for the conclusion of  at least 
two more FTAs by the end of this 
year.

Reiterating that India is expanding 
its international engagements 
with countries across the globe, 
Shri Goyal noted that having 
lived, worked and benefited from 
countries like the US, our Indian 
diaspora understands the importance 
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of international engagements.
The minister emphasised that 

working with 30 million Indian 
diaspora all over the world and 
working with friendly countries like 
the US and Europe can significantly 
change the course of history. Further 
reiterating that India is on course 
to becoming a USD 30 trillion 
economy in next 25-30 years, he 
asked the Indian diaspora to grab the 
opportunity that the growth story of 
India offers.  

The Minister said, the 
inauguration of ‘Kartavya Path’ 
aptly reflects the growing aspirations 
of young India and showcases to 
the world an India of tomorrow, an 
India that is going to follow both, 
the path of duty and aspire for big 
things in life.

The Minister said that Prime 
Minister of India, Shri Narendra 
Modi articulated his vision for a 
developed and prosperous India in 
the next 25 years when we celebrate 
100 years of Independence. He 
further added that the foundation 
and structure for this has been laid.  

Urging everyone to be a part of 
Amrit Kaal, that is India’s journey 
towards a prosperous nation, Shri 
Goyal expressed confidence that 
together with their efforts and the 
efforts of 130 crore Indians, will 
showcase to the world a new India 
aspiring for bigger goals while 
following the path of duty.

Both India and USA desire to 
strengthen economic relations & 

strategic partnership: Piyush Goyal
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