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Long-Haul Container Shipping Capacity 
Grows At Expense Of Regional Lanes

Intra-Europe, intra-Asia and 
container services to Africa have 
taken a beating as liner operators 

diverted vessels to the more lucrative 
Asia-Europe and Transpacific lanes 
over the past year.

Alphaliner’s latest report, 
released on 24 August, stated that as 
of 1 August, intra-Europe capacity 
had declined by 14% year-on-year. 
The contraction for intra-Asia and 
African services was 10% and 4%, 
respectively.

Alphaliner noted that while 
in August 2021, the reduction in 
intra-Europe capacity was just 
5%, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
in February 2022 caused more 
capacity to be withdrawn, as many 
regular services to/from Russia 
were suspended.

In comparison, the decline in 
intra-Asia capacity is comparable to 
what it was in August 2021.

Alphaliner said, “During the 
past 12 months the number of ships 
deployed in Africa-related service 
has decreased from 457 to 409 units. 

This capacity loss was only partly 
compensated for by deploying 
larger ships with an average size of 
4,077 TEU on 1 August (compared 
to 3,814 TEU last year).”

The largest route in terms of 
cellular fleet deployment remains 

Asia – North America, which saw 
capacity increase by 31% in 2021. 
The capacity addition slowed to 
62,500 TEU, or 1.1%, to 5.55 

million TEU in the first seven 
months of 2022. After a significant 
capacity build-up of 31% in 2021, 
only 62,500 TEU slots were further 
added in the first seven months of 
this year.
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National Highways Authority 
of India(NHAI) organised 
a day-long stakeholder 

consultation workshop on Global 
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) 
based tolling in India.

The objective of the workshop 
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was to seek input 
and suggestion 
from various 
industry experts 
and stakeholders 

on different aspects of the GNSS-
based tolling system. The workshop 
will help strategise and design the 
future roadmap for free-flow tolling 
system in India based on GNSS 
technology.

Various stakeholders including 
relevant government departments, 
ISRO, NIC, and industry players 
such as Vehicle Manufacturers, 
AIS-140 On-Board Unit (OBU) 
manufacturers, Global GNSS 

Workshop On Global 
Navigation Satellite 

System Based Tolling
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There is a palpable supply-side shortfall in maritime recruitment, 
particularly in commercial and operational roles. As a result, shipping 
companies are frequently forced to exceed their recruitment budgets 

to attract new talent at above-market levels.
The job market is still suffering from the effects of the “Great 

Resignation” which has seen many people reassess what is important to 
them, and what they expect from their post-pandemic career. Pay rises 
and bonuses are therefore being handed out to prevent competitors from 
tempting existing staff away, and a lot of attractive offers are being turned 
down once existing employers make a defensive counter-offer.

The market for support staff, for graduates and second-jobbers, is 
particularly red hot. As a group, these people have more choices than 
we’ve ever seen before. It’s adding to the headaches for shipping 
companies, as they are having to pay inflated salaries for people with little 
or no experience and who, on paper, might previously have been their 
second choice.

The challenges are not unique to the industry, so shipping companies 
are also facing even tougher competition than usual from other sectors 
suffering from the same talent-supply problems. Of course, if you need 
staff, you have to fish in the same pond as everyone else and cope with the 
market conditions. The good news is that solving the maritime recruitment 
crisis is not entirely dependent on remuneration.

Employers are also focusing on culture, training, and personal 
development with a vigour that we’ve never seen before in this industry. 
The message seems to have got through that people want to feel that their 
employer and their individual roles have a purpose – a ‘why’. This isn’t 
necessarily about grandiose change-the-world missions but about giving 
people a reason to get up and come in to work in the morning.

A recent survey we conducted revealed that 86% of maritime 
organisations have now implemented some form of remote working, and 
40% of those remaining are planning to. Companies that do not keep up 
with changing working culture are already finding themselves facing an 
even harder recruitment situation. From a work culture perspective, the 
pandemic has shifted the balance of power when it comes to employee 
demands to work from home. It’s quite normal in the current market for 
candidate interest in roles to be subject to some guarantee of hybrid 
working. Two days a week from home is the most common request. No 
flexibility means no candidate interest!

It does feel very much like we have moved from a cynical to a more 
authentic culture in shipping. Not only do employers seem to ‘get’ the need 
for purpose and for investment in leadership development, there also 
seems a genuine desire to get the ESG agenda right. Most of our clients 
talk about sustainability with an openness and desire to change that goes 
far beyond meeting minimum regulatory standards. As a result, they are 
willing to learn – and recruit – from other sectors.

Despite looming recessionary clouds and concerns about inflation, 
overall recruitment demand is high at the moment and there is a general 
sense that this will continue. For instance, improving tanker market 
sentiment has started to drive the kind of demand and moves in that sector 
that we’ve been seeing in dry bulk for the last couple of years.

However, it is always worth bearing in mind that the only consistent 
thing about the job market for the last three years is that it has been 
very inconsistent! If you are in the process of hiring, you may be forced 
to offer higher salaries to attract candidates. However, re-evaluating 
working practices, thinking about purpose, investing in people and their 
development is a far more sustainable and effective approach to talent 
retention.
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A.P. Moller - Maersk and 
China International Marine 
Containers (CIMC) have 

announced that the previously 
announced transaction has been 
terminated, whereby CIMC 
would acquire Maersk Container 
Industry (MCI), a manufacturer of 
refrigerated containers, from the 
Danish carrier.

The reason the deal has stalled 
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‘Stop’ on Maersk’s divestment of MCI
is because of significant regulatory 
challenges preventing the 
transaction from closing.

The proposed divestiture was 
announced on 28 September 2021 
and was expected to close in 2022.

“It is unfortunate that the 
transaction will not happen despite 
efforts of all parties involved. 
Throughout the process MCI has 
performed very well thanks to the 
dedication of all its employees. 
Maersk will continue to be a proud 

owner of MCI for the foreseeable 
future, and we will now assess the 
best structural set-up for MCI to 
ensure the long-term development 
of the business,” said Patrick Jany, 
CFO at A.P. Moller – Maersk.

MCI was founded by Maersk 
in 1991 and today employs 2,300 
people in China and Denmark. 
Over the years, it has evolved into 
a company that focuses exclusively 
on manufacturing of refrigerated 
containers.

Indian port volumes declined 
in July, led by a fall in exports 
of chemicals and engineering 

goods, according to an analysis of 
ports data by research firm Nomura, 
reports Business Insider.

However, the value of imports 
remained steady, even as India 
imported the same amount of coking 
coal at a 40% decline in value. 
According to Nomura, overall, 
major Indian ports witnessed a 
4% decline in volume in July, on a 
sequential basis.

Adani Ports, the largest 
commercial ports operator in 
the country, also witnessed a 
2% decline in this period, but its 
volumes continue to account for 
half of India’s major ports volume. 
While major ports volumes stood 
at 63.4 million tonnes, Adani Ports 
alone accounted for 31.2 million 
tonnes.

“Adani Ports has consecutively 
maintained >30 million tonnes 
run rate since May-22, and we 
expect it to range between 30 
million tonnes and 35 million 
tonnes during 2HFY23F, owing to 
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Indian Ports Witnessed A 4% Decline In 
Exports Volume In July, Says Nomura

tailwinds in port activities. Thus, 
we estimate that Adani Ports 
volumes can exceed management 
guidance of 350-360 million 
tonnes for FY23F,” the report 
said.

There’s positive news on the 
domestic logistics front, with 
container volumes for July surging 
19.7% year-on-year, and 2.6% 
sequentially.

While the overall import-export 
volumes declined 8% sequentially, 
the railways’ export-import 
container volumes remained flat, 
suggesting that the government-
owned service gained market share 
during July.

Railways’ movement of key 
commodities like iron, cement, and 
coal was a mixed bag. In the period 
when India’s total iron ore imports 
rose 14%, the railways only saw 
only a 5.5% sequential rise in the 
movement of this commodity. On a 
year-on-year basis, this fell by 25%.

Truck utilisation sees a sharp 
improvement

Truck utilisation – another key 
metric that measures how freight 
is moved within and between 
states – also witnessed a drastic 

improvement in July, with Nomura 
observing a sharp uptick in inter-
state truck movement.

Truck freight grew 51% year-
on-year even as diesel prices rose a 
meagre 3% in this period, suggesting 
improved profitability.

“Fuel cost, as a percentage of 
freight, was below the three-year 
average, aiding profitability for 
trucks,” the report said.

LPG consumption improves even 
as prices surge up to 30%

India’s overall LPG consumption 
witnessed an 8% year-on-year 
growth in July even as LPG prices 
surged up to 30% in this period. 
LPG companies managed to meet 
the demand despite a 6.7% decline 
in imports.

A closer inspection reveals that 
the domestic LPG demand for July 
declined 1.7% from a year earlier, 
while commercial consumption 
surged 11%. One of the reasons 
behind this could be companies 
gradually requiring employees to 
return to offices.

Overall, domestic gas prices in 
the period surged 26% from a year 
earlier, while commercial prices 
witnessed a 30% jump.

As more medium-sized or smaller 
ships have been shifted to deep sea 
routes, the average vessel size on all 
trade routes, except Africa-related 
services, has decreased.

The biggest ships are still 
deployed between Asia and Europe, 

where the average size now stands 
at 15,217 TEU, down from 16,086 
TEU in August 2021.

The average size on the Asia - 
North America loops has dropped 
from 8,809 TEU last year to 8,399 
TEU on 1 August. During the 
past 12 months, the number of 

ships deployed in Africa-related 
services has decreased from 457 
to 409 units. This capacity loss 
was only partly compensated for 
by deploying larger ships with an 
average size of 4,077 TEU on 1 
August (compared to 3,814 TEU 
last year).

service providers, Banks, Payment 
Aggregators/Gateway Service 
providers were invited for 
deliberations on GNSS based tolling 
system.

Sessions and presentations were 
held with consultants & industry 
experts on global best practices for 
GNSS based tolling, discussions 
were held on the findings of the 
pilot carried out by NHAI on Delhi 
– Mumbai corridor and various 
aspects of GNSS architecture, 
payment settlement process, 
proposed enforcement measures 
and discussion on legal framework 
requirements were also discussed.

Speaking on the occasion Giridhar 
Aramane, Secretary, Ministry of 

Road Transport & Highways, said 
that “The stakeholder consultation 
is important to discuss various 
issues involved in GNSS based 
tolling deployment and seeking 
suggestions. We have to ensure 
that the process of toll collection is 
seamless. To achieve this objective, 
we need to have a technology 
framework that will enable us 
to operate in an efficient way, 
is economical and acceptable to 
various stakeholders.”

In her address NHAI Chairperson 
Smt. Alka Upadhyaya said, “We are 
pleased to organise this session and 
deliberate with stakeholders on what 
could be the likely way forward on 
deployment of GNSS based tolling 
in India. This session will help us 

to get inputs from the experts who 
have come from other parts of the 
world and will help us to address 
various challenges that we may face 
in planning and rollout of GNSS 
based tolling across the country.”

In the proposed GNSS technology-
based tolling system, the NH stretch 
will be geo-fenced and shall consist 
of virtual tolling points.  Whenever a 
vehicle fitted with GNSS OBU shall 
pass through this virtual tolling points, 
information on distance travelled 
will be calculated based on satellite 
signals from multi-constellation such 
as NaVIC, GPS etc. and applicable 
fee shall be computed by the central 
GNSS software system and deducted 
from the users’ bank account linked 
to the OBU.
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U-Ming Marine has once again 
been honored with the 2022 “Best 
Companies to Work for in Asia” Award, 

which is organized by HR Asia, a well-known 
human resources magazine in the region. 
Selection was made by scholars and experts 
in related fields, based on their comprehensive 
evaluation of three major topics submitted 
to corporate employees via an anonymous 
questionnaire: “Corporate Culture and 
Organizational Development,” “Employee 
Sense of Identity,” and “Team Awareness 
and Participation.” In this comprehensive 
evaluation, U-Ming’s average score surpassed 
that of industry peers by 10%, reflecting the 
strong approval we enjoy among employees.

This year, a total of 330 Taiwan companies 
participated in the competition as the survey 
was conducted anonymously among 26,200 
participating Taiwan employees. Ultimately, 
97 companies were recognized with this 
honor. U-Ming Marine stands out as the only 
company in Taiwan’s bulk shipping industry to 
win the award for two consecutive years, once 
again garnering recognition by the organizers.

Employees are U-Ming’s most important 
asset. Whether in respect to employee 
benefits, training, development, or physical 
and mental health, the Company does its best 
to take care of the needs of our employees. 
U-Ming has obtained the “Work-Life Balance 
Subsidy Program” of the Ministry of Labor for 
several consecutive years, as we have focused 
additional resources on the care of employees’ 
physical and mental health. Furthermore, we 
have been awarded the “Healthy Workplace 
Certification” health promotion badge of the 
Health Promotion Administration. U-Ming 

is committed to providing employees with a 
safe and friendly working environment, and 
to retaining and using their talents by offering 
salaries that are superior to industry peers.

During the pandemic period, U-Ming has 
attached great importance to the physical and 
mental health of our colleagues. We have 
provided all kinds of pandemic prevention 
materials, have offered pandemic prevention 
leave that surpasses the requirements of 
the law, and have initiated work from home 
measures to be implemented at any time 
so that colleagues can work with peace of 
mind and maintain their flexibility. At the 
same time, U-Ming has also paid special 
attention to the psychological feelings of crew 
members during the pandemic as we have 
taken the initiative to engage in proactive 
and multi-faceted communication coaching 
while improving crew members’ sense of 
identification with the Company.

In the post-pandemic era, we have integrated 
organizational resources and encouraged 
employees to think innovatively while 
strengthening digital management. We have 
done so through inter-departmental teamwork, 
through development of intelligent fleet 

management, and through 
provision of sustainable 
and diversified services. 
U-Ming has seized the 
opportunity to prepare 
for fleet replacement and 
expansion plans ahead 
of schedule, to plan out 
our long-term business 
development goals, and to 

prepare for the uncertain shipping market of 
the future, thereby achieving renewed success.

In the future, the Company and the human 
resources unit will continue to achieve our 
mission of “becoming the first choice for 
customers, employees, and investors.” We are 
convinced that a culture of teamwork plays 
an indispensable role in the Company’s path 
to success. Going forward, U-Ming will still 
be committed to improving the Company’s 
sustainable business philosophy and our own 
competitive advantages to cultivate multi-
faceted talent.

u-Ming Marine Again Wins “Best 
Companies to Work for in Asia” Award
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FIEO, in association with the Exim Bank, 
organized an interactive seminar on 
“Promoting Exports from Uttarakhand”, 

on August 26, 2022, in Dehradun. The 
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Shri 
Pushkar Singh Dhami was the Chief Guest for 
the event. Addressing the participants during 
his keynote address, Hon’ble CM highlighted 
that Uttarakhand’s economic performance 
has exhibited strong resilience even while the 
global economy continued to face multiple 
headwinds. He underlined that the State’s strong 
export infrastructure, conducive business 
environment and strong export ecosystem 
have positioned the State as one of the top 
achievers among Himalayan States in the Niti 
Aayog’s Export Preparedness Index 2021. 
He also emphasized that the Government of 
Uttarakhand remains committed to strengthen 
the business environment in the state, and 
support exporters in their internationalization 
endeavours.

The Seminar also saw enthusiastic 
participation by policy makers and senior 
government officials including Dr Pankaj 
Kumar Pandey, Secretary, Department of 
Industrial Development, AYUSH & MSME, 
Govt of Uttarakhand and Shri Sudhir Nautiyal, 
Director - Industries, Govt of Uttarakhand, 
who highlighted the industrial landscape of 
Uttarakhand. In the sessions that followed, 
interactive presentations were made on the 
existing policy support and available financing 
solutions for exporters by representatives 
from India Exim Bank, ECGC, DGFT, 
FIEO and District Industries Centre, Govt of 
Uttarakhand.

In his opening remarks, Mr Ashwani 
Kumar, Regional Chairman (NR), FIEO, 

highlighted that Uttarakhand is rich in natural 
resources and has huge export potential. 
Mr Kumar underlined that Uttarakhand 
has witnessed rapid growth in its industry 
sector and was amongst the top-ranking 
states in the Government of India’s Ease of 
Doing Business Index 2019-20, owing to the 
proactive policy interventions by the State and 
Central Government.

In her welcome address, Ms Harsha 
Bangari, Managing Director, India Exim 
Bank, highlighted that exports from 
Uttarakhand have registered remarkable 
growth over the recent years, on the back of 
the strong ecosystem for exports. Ms Bangari 
also emphasized that Uttarakhand has a lot 
of scope for enhancing the exports further. 
Ms Bangari urged the business community 
and exporters from the State to capitalize on 
the emerging global trade dynamics like the 
China+1 strategy and also make use of the 
incentives and policy support available for 
exporters, to tap the latent potential for exports 
from the State.

Mr Manish Sharma Regional Head (NR) 
proposed the vote of thanks, wherein he 
mentioned, exports play a crucial role in the 
economy of a country as they not only fetch 
valuable foreign exchange but also, at the 
same time, display the high capabilities that 
our people are endowed with to outside world. 
The prevailing scenario makes it pertinent 
for all of us to explore new markets and 
diversify our product range. He further added, 
FIEO is like a true friend of the exporting 
community, stands with all to ensure smooth 
and hassle-free functioning of their business 
activities. A number of programmes are being 
conducted by us to address the specific issues 
and difficulties being faced by the exporting 
community.

FIEO Jointly With EXIM Bank  
Promote Exports from uttarakhand

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

New Delhi
Port Wings News Network

The Joint Coordination Center based in 
Turkey overseeing the export of grains 
from Ukraine announced a revision to 

the shipping route for the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative to further aid the movement of ships. 
As the first month of the program comes to a 
close, everyone agrees it has been a success 
and the latest effort is designed to further 
facilitate the safe movement of ships from the 
three Ukrainian ports.

“This route has been adjusted following an 
initial three weeks of operations. It allows for 
shorter transit in the maritime humanitarian 
corridor and easier planning for the shipping 
industry,” the JCC announced. The changes 
are effective immediately starting August 26.

The new route is 320 nautical miles long 
and connects the three Ukrainian ports, Odesa, 
Chornomorsk, and Yuzhny, with the inspection 
areas inside Turkish territorial waters. The 
JCC explains that the maritime humanitarian 
corridor, which makes part of this route, 
extends from the boundary of Ukrainian 
territorial seas to a southern waypoint. The 
new coordinates have been disseminated 
through the international navigation system 
NAVTEX with all vessels advised to alter this 
planning to follow the new path.

Under the UN-brokered agreement which is 
being implemented by Turkey, the JCC notes 
that “no military ship, aircraft, or unmanned 
aerial vehicle may approach within a radius 
of 10 nautical miles of any vessel engaged 
in the Initiative and transiting the corridor. 
The procedures state that any commercial 
vessel encountering provocations or threats 
while transiting the corridor should report 
immediately to the JCC.”

In the first three weeks of the program, data 
from the UN’s Black Sea Grain Initiative Joint 

Speaking virtually at DACAAI - Domestic 
Air Cargo Agents Association of India -- 
12th Convention on 26 August, Shri Nitin 

Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport & 
Highways, emphasized on all stakeholders to 
work on reducing overall logistics costs of air 
cargo from 14% to 8% of GDP. This is the 
target of the Govt of India.

Gadkari Said: “This will help in increasing 
domestic tonnage and being a part of the 
supply chain will also make our exports 
competitive in world markets. Secondly, we 
must improve efficiency of supply Chains 
and ground processes of domestic cargo to 
reduce transit time so that our air cargo retain 
advantage of speed.”

He said that he has discussed with the 
Defence Minister to convert old aircrafts for 
leasing as cargo charters which will reduce 
logistics cost. If we can carry fruit vegetables, 
oranges, lychees and perishables at say 14-15 
rupees per kg, it will be viable for the domestic 
sector by air. Otherwise not.

He said MoCA has taken considerable 
measures like KRISHI Udan Scheme for 50% 
freight subsidy on perishables movement, 
quick approval of passenger-to cargo flights 
and initiative of using bio fuel on Dehradun 
to Delhi flight etc. He suggested that the 
Civil Aviation Ministry may now take up to 
consider using old defence aircrafts along with 

Coordination Center shows that a total of 87 
voyages have been approved by the JCC, with 
seven currently pending. A total of 39 voyages 
were approved outbound from the three ports. 
The majority of the vessels (23) are operating 
in and out of Chornomorsk with a total of 
845,496 metric tons of foodstuffs having been 
exported from Ukraine. At the current pace of 
exports, they will approach the 1 million ton 
mark by the end of August.

UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
concluded his recent visit to Ukraine with a 
visit to first-hand see the export operations 
calling the food leaving Ukraine a vital supply 
to the world. “A powerful demonstration 
of what can be achieved, in even the most 
devastating of contexts, when we put people 
first,” he wrote in a social media posting.

In the last two and a half weeks, a total of 
26 vessels have proceeded inbound to Ukraine 
with another 22 approved for the voyage and 
currently 14 have completed or are underway 
on their round trip after loading. Nearly two-
thirds of the exports so far have been corn, but 
wheat is beginning to depart with already over 
100,000 tons having been loaded for export. 
Other exports include soybeans, sugar beets, 
and sunflower seeds, oil, and meal.

As another demonstration of the 
importance of the efforts, the UN highlights 
that the exports have already gone to a dozen 
different countries. The list includes China, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Ireland, Italy, 
Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Romania, 
and Turkey.

The current pace of the operation shows 
that six to seven vessels a day are being 
inspected and cleared by the JCC in Turkey. 
Guterres call all aspects a success saying he 
was confident that it would make a critical 
difference in getting food supplies from 
Ukraine to impoverished nations.

the Defence Ministry. 
“By this domestic movement can increase. 

If more volume is moved, logistic cost will 
reduce and viability will increase. Easily we 
can double or triple domestic tonnage to reach 
3.5 mmt in overall 10 mmt target of Ministry 
of Civil aviation by 2030,” Gadkari said.

He said his support is always there to 
DACAAI which is working to improve 
domestic cargo movement. The role of 
Domestic Air Cargo Association during Covid 
19 pandemic in moving Ventilators, Vaccines 
and essential supplies in the remotest part of 
the country in most difficult times.

President DACAAI, Shri Arvind Nayak 
expressed his gratitude to the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation & MoRTH in taking up various 
measures to increase the footprint of Domestic 
Air Cargo. On this occasion “DACAAI 
Year Book 2022 which charts the history of 
domestic air cargo sector in India through the 
12 years journey of DACAAI was released 
by the Minister. The Year Book has been 
produced by Dinesh Kumar, IAP, an author 
and veteran in aviation management.

The annual event was attended by who’s 
who of aviation industry from across India, 
the airlines, airport operators, Cargo terminal 
operators, MoCA, airline GSAs, regulatory 
bodies, domestic air cargo agent Members 
of DACAAI from across India, multimodal 
operators, trade associations, other stakeholders, 
press and media at The Roseate, New Delhi.

ukraine Black Sea Corridor revised  
To Make Passages Easier And Shorter

Gadkari urges Stakeholders To Work 
Towards reducing Overall Logistics 

Cost at DACAAI Convention
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Union Minister of Road 
Transport and Highways 
Shri Nitin Gadkari, Union 

Minister of Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways and Ayush, Shri 
Sarbananda Sonowal, and Union 
Minister of State for Road 
Transport & Highways, Gen (Retd) 
VK Singh witnessed signing of 
tripartite agreement for swift 

development of modern Multi 
Modal Logistics Parks (MMLP) 
under Bharatmala Pariyojna across 
the country with an objective to 
centralize freight consolidation 
and reduce logistics cost from 14% 
to less than 10% of GDP at par 
with International Standards. The 
tripartite agreement was signed 
by National Highways Logistics 
Management Limited (NHLML), 
Inland Waterways Authority of 
India (IWAI) and Rail Vikas 
Nigam Limited (RVNL).

Speaking on the occasion Shri 
Nitin Gadkari said he was elated 
to witness the signing of MoU as 
it will provide seamless modal 

In one of the largest post-pandemic 
M&A deals in India, Essar today 
announced signing definitive 

agreements with Arcelor Mittal 
Nippon Steel (AM/NS) for certain 
Ports and Power infrastructure 
assets which are primarily captive to 
Hazira steel plant operations.

The deal also envisages a 50-
50 Joint Venture partnership, for 
building a 4 MTPA LNG terminal 
at Hazira, Gujarat, between 
Essar and ArcelorMittal.

Mr Rewant Ruia, Director, 
Essar Ports & Terminals 
Limited, said “With this deal, 
which yields a multifold return 
on our investments, Essar Ports 
& Terminals has unlocked 
value for all its stakeholders 
and will continue to focus on 
building new and modern core 
infrastructure assets in India and 
overseas.”

Mr Prashant Ruia, Director, 
Essar Capital, said “Essar is 
now repositioned for growth and 
resurgence. After consolidating our 
businesses over the last 4 years, we 
have now entered the next growth 
phase focused on helping build a 
sustainable energy future that will 
impact lives and livelihoods for a 
greener world.”

With this deal, Essar will conclude 
its planned asset monetisation 

New Delhi
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shift, MMLPs will ensure that 
cargo is swapped/shifted from and 
to Waterways, Dedicated Freight 
Corridors & Road Transport. He 
said this is building the Nation 
through Gati Shakti.

Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, said 
today is a historic occasion when we 
propose to put the letter & spirit of 
Bharatmala Pariyojana into effect 
for a swift, efficient, economical 
and environment friendly logistics 

movement across 
the country. He 
said the vision of 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
is to empower 
and energise the 
economies of scale 
via PM Gati Shakti. 
This agreement is 
an earnest attempt 
towards realisation 
of this objective. 
The Minister said 

we believe that the country will 
be immensely benefit with the 
coming up of such efficient stations. 
MMLPs are designed to untie the 
cobweb of logistics movement and 
enliven the logistics sector to put 
the economy into the fast lane of 
growth, he added.

MMLP will be a freight 
handling facility with rail and 
road accessibility, comprising 
of container terminals, cargo 
terminals (bulk, break-bulk), 
warehouses, cold storage, facilities 
for mechanised material handling 
and value-added services such as 
customs clearance with bonded 
storage yards, quarantine zones, 

programme and complete the debt 
repayment plan of $25 billion 
(₹2,00,000 crore) with the Indian 
banking sector being almost fully 
repaid. Essar’s aggregate revenues 
will stand at c.US$ 15 billion (~₹1.2 
lakh core) and an AUM (Asset 
Under Management) of c.US$ 8 
billion (₹64,000 crore) comprising 
of various assets spread across India 
and overseas.

These assets under Energy 

sector include a 10 MTPA refinery 
in the United Kingdom (UK), 15 
TCF reserves (including some 
producing fields) of Unconventional 
Hydrocarbons in India & Vietnam 
and a 1,200 MW Power Plant in 
India; Infra sector assets include a 
storage terminal in UK of 3 million 
m3 capacity and a 20 MTPA Port 
in India; Metals & Mining sector 
assets include a major iron ore 
mine and pellet project in USA; 
Technology & Services sector assets 
include Global EPC business and 

testing facilities and warehousing 
management services etc. along 
with other associated facilities. 
Developed under a ‘Hub & Spoke’ 
model, the MMLP will integrate 
multiple modes of freight transport 
through highways, railways & 
inland waterways. The agreement 
underlines the cooperation & 
collaboration model between the 
three bodies in order to achieve 
efficiency in logistics movement 
within the country. 

The MMLP project is poised to 
develop state-of-the-art large scale 
warehousing facility for different 
types of commodities, to become 
one stop solution for all services 
related to cargo movement like 
warehousing, custom clearance, 
parking, maintenance of trucks 
etc. The MMLPs will focus on a 
technology driven implementation 
for a state-of-the-art freight 
management system. Many value 
added services like packaging, 
repackaging and labelling will be 
available in these projects.

The NHLML is a Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) of National Highway 
Authority (NHAI) of Ministry of 
Road Transport & Highways while 
IWAI is a statutory authority under 
Ministry of Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways. The RVNL is a wholly 
owned Public Sector Enterprise 
under Ministry of Railways. The 
signatories of the agreement were 
Prakash Gaur, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO), NHLML; Ravi Kant, 
Chief Engineer & Project Manager 
for IWAI and Vikas Awasthi, 
Executive Director (Planning), 
RVNL.

IT solutions provider with centers 
across 30+ countries.

By monetizing assets in a 
planned and strategic manner, that 
were built with earlier technologies 
over the last several years, Essar is 
now poised to reinvest in new assets 
with the latest, more efficient and 
ESG-compliant technologies to last 
the next several decades.

Essar has planned significant 
investments in its core sectors of 

Energy, Infrastructure, Metals 
& Mining and Technology 
& Services. While ongoing 
businesses will provide 
operational stability, our 
renewed focus will be to 
Transition existing assets to 
Green and invest in sector-
transforming clean businesses 
around the investment themes 
of Decarbonisation and 
Digitisation.

The closing of the M&A deal 
is subject to completion of certain 
corporate and regulatory approvals 
applicable for respective assets.

Essar Ports & Terminals Limited 
(Essar Ports) is the portfolio 
company of Essar focused on 
building and operating sustainable 
ports and logistics businesses and 
is now focused on building green 
logistics portfolio. Essar Ports has 
experience of building over 180 
Million tons of ports capacity across 
the globe including in India and UK.

Tripartite Mou Signed for Swift Development of Modern 
Multi Modal Logistics Park under Bharatmala Pariyojna

Essar signs $2.4bn (`19,000 crore)  
sale pact with AM/NS for infra assets  

Visakhapatnam Port Authority 
(VPA) has awarded the 
Annual Maintenance 

Dredging contract to 
Dredging Corporation of 
India Limited that includes 
Dredging at New Sand Trap 
(NST), Its approaches and 
other areas of VPA and to 
pump the dredged material 
to the shore for Beach 
Nourishment for three years 
2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-
25 with the project cost of 
about 57.0 CR INR for three 
years.

The Annual Maintenance Sand 
Trap Dredging contract award by 
Visakhapatnam Port Authority is 
feather on the cap of Dredging 
Corporation of India Limited, 
Visakhapatnam which is aiming at 
a record highest ever turnover of 
Rs.1000 Cr for this financial year 
2022-23.         

Visakhapatnam
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Dredging Corporation of India 
Limited (DCI), Visakhapatnam is 
a listed dredging company in India 
under the consortium of four major 
ports Authorities viz, Visakhapatnam 
Port, Paradip Port, Jawaharlal Nehru 

Port and Deendayal Port holding 
majority shares of 73.47%. DCI is 
the premier dredging organization 
of India catering to the dredging 
and allied services to major ports, 
Minor Ports, Indian Navy, Fishing 
Harbours and other maritime 
organizations by deepening and 
maintaining the safe navigational 
channel for EXIM activities.

Visakhapatnam Port Awards 
Sand Trap Dredging Contract to 
Dredging Corporation of India

The UK is posed to enact 
legislation later this year 
to provide the structure 

necessary to support the use of 
nuclear power in merchant shipping. 
Based on the belief that interest 
is growing in the potential use of 
nuclear power as a means to address 
the decarbonization challenge for 
the maritime industry, the UK’s 
Department for Transportation 
and the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency are taking final steps 
toward the enactment of the 
Merchant Shipping (Nuclear Ships) 
Regulations.  

While it is largely a technical 
move to incorporate SOLAS 
elements into the UK regulations, it 
is nonetheless critical to providing 
structure and seen as a sign of the 
commercial industry’s newfound 
interest in nuclear propulsion. The 
regulations, which are expected 
to become effective at the end of 
November 2022, implement the 
requirements of SOLAS Chapter 
VII which codifies the building and 
operating standards in the Nuclear 
Code. According to the MCA, 
the regulation, along with strong 
ties with other nations such as the 
United States, will increase the 
likelihood of UK-flagged nuclear-
powered ships. 

“This is an important milestone 
in the regulatory progress for 
New Nuclear in Maritime,” says 
Mikal Boe, Founder and CEO of 
Core Power, a marine engineering 
company working on the 
development of advanced nuclear 
energy technologies for maritime 
use.

The enactment of the regulations 
will complete a multi-year effort by 
the UK designed to make nuclear 
power an option for the commercial 
shipping industry. After publishing 
the proposed regulations, the MCA 
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conducted a consultation period 
for the industry to provide input on 
the regulation. They specifically 
asked a series of questions seeking 
to identify interest, the need for 
the rules, the consequences of the 
regulations, and the difficulties of 
meeting the survey and inspection 
regime contained in the regulation.

A total of 14 companies replied 
to the MCA. They included class 
societies, shipping organizations, 
researchers, and the commercial 
shipping industry. In October 2021, 
the MCA released the results of the 
consultation saying it intended to 
move forward without significant 
amendments to the draft legislation.

Among the key findings from the 
comments submitted was a strong 
interest in the potential of nuclear 
power for commercial shipping. 
A total of 11 of the 14 respondents 
agreed with the MCA that there is an 
appetite for nuclear ships over the next 
10 years, specifically with a growing 
interest in nuclear propulsion for large 
ocean-going vessels.

A majority of the responses also 
agreed with the MCA that it was 
unlikely that a new or existing nuclear 
ship would be flagged in the UK 
before 2030. However, the majority of 
respondents also raised the possibility 
that nuclear ships might well be under 
construction by 2030.

As a further sign of the industry’s 
potential exploration of nuclear 
power, last week the American 
Bureau of Shipping reported 
that it had received a contract 
from the U.S. Department of 
Energy to study nuclear-powered 
commercial shipping. The research 
will explore the challenges of 
adopting new reactor technology in 
commercial maritime applications. 
ABS said it will be developing 
models using different advanced 
reactor technologies for maritime 
applications and an industry 
advisory on the commercial use of 
modern nuclear power.

uK To Adopt regulations 
For Nuclear Powered 

Commercial Ships
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India will mark the historical milestone 
of realisation of Nation’s commitment 
towards ‘AatmaNirbharta’, on September 

2, a landmark date for the Indian Navy and 
the entire Nation; with Commissioning of first 
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier (IAC) ‘Vikrant’. 
Prime Minister would be the Chief Guest on 
this momentous occasion. 

Vikrant is the largest warship to have 
ever been built in India. It is also the first 
indigenously designed and built Aircraft 
Carrier for the Indian Navy.

Designed by the Warship Design Bureau 
(WDB), Indian Navy’s in-house organisation 
and built by M/s Cochin Shipyard Limited 
(CSL), a Public Sector Shipyard under 
Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, 
the Indigenous Aircraft Carrier is christened 
after her illustrious predecessor, India’s first 
Aircraft Carrier which played a vital role in 
the 1971 war.

Vikrant meaning victorious and gallant, 
the foundation for prestigious IAC was firmly 
established in Apr 2005 by ceremonial Steel 
Cutting. In order to push the indigenisation 
drive, the Warship grade steel required 
for construction of IAC was successfully 
indigenised through Steel Authority of 
India Limited (SAIL) in collaboration with 
Defence Research & Development Laboratory 
(DRDL) and Indian Navy. The hull fabrication 
was progressed thereafter and the ship’s keel 
was laid in Feb 2009. The first phase of ship 
construction was completed with successful 
launch of the ship in Aug 2013.

The 262 m long and 62 m wide Vikrant 
displaces approx 43000 T when fully loaded, 
having a maximum designed speed of 28 

Knots with endurance of 7500 NM. The ship 
has around 2200 compartments, designed 
for a crew of around 1600 that include 
specialised cabins to accommodate women 
officers and sailors. The carrier is designed 
with a very high degree of automation for 

machinery operations, ship navigation and 
survivability. The carrier is equipped with 
the latest state of the art equipment and 
systems. (The ship boasts of a fully-fledged 
state of the art Medical Complex with latest 
medical equipment facilities that includes 
major modular OT, emergency modular OT, 
physiotherapy clinic, ICU, laboratories, CT 
scanner, X-Ray machines, Dental complex, 
Isolation ward and telemedicine facilities etc.)

The ship would be capable of operating 
air wing consisting of 30 aircraft comprising 
of MiG-29K fighter jets, Kamov-31, MH-
60R multi-role helicopters, in addition to 
indigenously manufactured Advanced Light 
Helicopters (ALH) and Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) (Navy). Using a novel aircraft-
operation mode known as Short Take Off 
But Arrested Recovery (STOBAR), the IAC 
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Gangavaram Port has won the prestigious 
“Greentech CSR Award 2022” at the 
9th Annual CSR India Awards. The 

Port has been presented this award under 
the category of “Rural Development” as a 
recognition of their work towards Healthcare, 
Education, Sports and Infrastructure. 

The award was received by Dr. Jyothi D, 
VP, Gangavaram Port and was 
presented to her by Shri Bimal 
Borah, Minister of Industries & 
Commerce & Public Enterprises, 
Govt. of Assam in the presence 
of Shri Parimal Baidyasukla, 
Minister of Transport & Excise, 
Govt. of Assam & Dr. Arup 
Kumar Misra, Chairman, Assam 
State Pollution Control Board.

The award is a true 
testament of Gangavaram Port 
commitment towards welfare of 
the people. The port has always 
been at the forefront of Corporate 
Social Responsibility initiatives 
and rural development aimed at 
improving the lives of people. 
The port management has created a Computer 
lab and a Digital Library in ZPHS Gangavaram 
to improve the skill-set of students and has 
promoting the use of digital classrooms. The 
Port has maintained hygiene and supports 
the Nutrition scheme at various schools in 
its vicinity. GPL has developed essential 
amenities in the villages like Community 
centers and has created water facilities for the 
children at two Anganwadi centers. The port 
management also encourages the youth to play 
at the National level and provides employment 
opportunities for them. They provided water 

facilities in Gangavaram village and other 
villages nearby.

Greentech Foundation is India’s leading 
organisation dedicated to the cause of creating, 
recognising and rewarding best practices in 
the areas of Environmental Management, 
Occupational Health & Safety, CSR and HR. 
Every year, The CSR Award ceremony is held 
to recognize the corporations and institutions 
that excel in their contribution and progressive 

efforts to improve the communities.
Speaking on the occasion Gangavaram 

Port Management said, “We are extremely 
delighted to receive this award. Our CSR 
activities are designed for long-term 
community benefits and to foster sustainable 
growth.  The progress and welfare of society 
is our topmost priority and we are constantly 
striving to work towards it. We want to thank 
our entire team who have been instrumental in 
executing these rural development initiatives 
and have been the change makers of the 
future.”

Gangavaram Port Wins  
“Greentech CSr Award 2022”
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Indian railways’ Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation of India Ltd (DFCCIL) on 
Friday submitted a counter-claim of Rs 

234.25 crore against a Chinese firm which has 
approached an international tribunal claiming 
damages to the tune of Rs 443.77 crore after 
its contract was terminated two years ago.

China Railway Signalling and 
Communication (CRSC) Research and Design 
Institute bagged the Rs 471-crore contract for 
signalling and telecommunication work on the 
Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor in 2016.

In 2020, DFCCIL terminated the contract 
citing “non-performance”, an official said.

The Chinese firm instituted an arbitration 
under the International Chambers of 
Commerce rules in Singapore in 2021.

“As per the request for arbitration, the 
claimant (Chinese firm) had filed a claim of Rs 
279 crore in January 2021. The Chinese firm 
has now submitted it statement of claim (SOC) 
with a revised claim of Rs 443.77 crore.”

“DFCCIL is submitting the statement 
of defence today. DFCCIL’s counter-claim 
is finalised at Rs 234.25 crore (excluding 
track access charges),” the official said, 
adding that senior advocate Harish Salve has 
been nominated as arbitrator member from 
DFCCIL.

The Chinese firm had earlier filed a petition 
in the Delhi High Court in 2020.

The court’s order was in favour of DFCCIL.
The Chinese firm had challenged the order 

before a division bench of the Delhi High 
Court but to no avail.

Officials said though the contract was 
terminated in 2020, trouble had been brewing 
since 2019.

They said the termination letter was issued 
after a 14-day notice to the company.

The officials said that apart from 
performance issues, the Chinese company 
had also shown reluctance in furnishing 
technical documents, as per the contract 
agreement, such as logic design of electronic 
interlocking.

They also said the company did not have 
engineers or authorised personnel at the 
project site which was a serious concern.

The company also failed to have tie-ups 
with local agencies which harmed the physical 
progress of the work, they said.

The Chinese company has said DFCCIL 
owes it in lieu of the work already completed 
by it under the contract, payment for which 
has not been made.

It also alleged a violation of contract 
provisions by DFCCIL.

DFCCIL, in its counter-claim, has 
raised the issue of recovery of mobilization 
advance, retention money and balance 
under the termination clauses apart from 
the regularisation of forfeiture of the bank 
guarantee, the officials said.

The submissions from both the parties will 
now be presented before the international 
tribunal before a decision can be taken on the 
matter.

Currently, the railways is working with 
Chinese firms and recently it awarded 
multiple contracts to TZ (Taizhong) Hong 
Kong International Limited, the international 
trading arm of Taiyuan Heavy Machinery 
Group Co.Ltd, a state-owned enterprise with 
direct links to the Chinese government.

However, neither the CRSC Research and 
Design Institute nor any other Chinese firm is 
engaged in any other projects with DFCCIL.

DFCCIL Files rs 234-Crore Claim Against 
Chinese Firm After Contract Termination

India’s Indigenous Aircraft Carrier Vikrant, To Be Commissioned On September 2
is equipped with a ski-jump for launching 
aircraft, and a set of three ‘arrester wires’ for 
their recovery onboard.

Inspite of COVID related imponderables 
and restrictions, adversely affecting 
availability of OEMs & supply chain, 

readiness of ship’s propulsion 
and Power generation 
equipment/ systems in harbour 
was tested as part of Basin 
Trials in Nov 20. ‘Vikrant’ 
has successfully completed 
multiple phases of Sea Trials 
from Aug 21 to till date, 
where the ship’s performance, 
including response of ship’s 
hull to various conditions 
of operations, manoeuvring 
trials, main propulsion, Power 
Generation and Distribution 
(PGD), ship’s Navigation 
and Communication systems, 

endurance testing of propulsion machinery, 
electrical & electronic suites, deck machinery, 
lifesaving appliances, integrated trials of 
majority of equipment/ systems and trials of 
other auxiliary equipment were ascertained 
and proved to the satisfaction of Indian Navy’s 
trials team and ship’s crew.

In line with the prevailing practices being 
followed by other advanced countries having 
experience of building Aircraft Carrier, the 
deck integration trials of fixed wing aircraft and 
exploitation of Aviation Facility Complex will 
be carried out post commissioning of the ship 
when the operational command & control of 
the ship including flight safety is with the Navy.

‘Vikrant’ has large number of indigenous 
equipment and machinery, involving 
major industrial houses in the country viz. 
BEL, BHEL, GRSE, Keltron, Kirloskar, 

L&T, Wartsila India etc. as well as over 
100 MSMEs. The indigenisation efforts 
has also led to development of ancillary 
industries, besides generation of employment 
opportunities for 2000 CSL personnel and 
about 13000 employees in ancillary industries 
thus bolstering plough back effect on Nation’s 
economy. A major spin off of building an 
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier is the development 
and production of indigenous warship grade 
steel for the ship through partnership between 
Navy, DRDO and SAIL, which has enabled 
the country to become self-sufficient with 
respect to warship steel. Indigenous content 
of the project is approx. 76%. The Indigenous 
construction of Aircraft Carrier is a shining 
example in the Nation’s quest for ‘Aatma 
Nirbhar Bharat’ and ‘Make in India’ Initiative.

With the commissioning of ‘Vikrant’ on 
02 Sep 22, India would join the select group 
of nations having the niche capability to 
indigenously design and build an Aircraft 
Carrier, which will be a real testimony to the 
Make in India thrust of Government of India.

Commissioning of ‘Vikrant’ would be a 
proud and landmark moment for the Nation 
showcasing our Aatma Nirbhar credentials 
during ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’, a true 
testament to the country’s zeal and fervour 
in pursuing capability build up towards 
enhanced maritime security in the Indian 
Ocean Region and shall demonstrate Indian 
Navy’s unwavering commitment to contribute 
towards peace and stability in the region.

The induction and reincarnation of 
‘Vikrant’ is thus not only another step towards 
strengthening our defence preparedness but 
also our humble tribute to the sacrifices made 
by our freedom fighters for the independence 
of the nation and our brave soldiers during the 
1971 war.

File photo
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India’s coastline of more than 
7,500 km reflects our vast ocean 
resources. Most importantly, 

the Indian Ocean is the only ocean 
named after a country, that is, India. 

Litter especially in the form of 
plastics in the marine environment 
are a major concern and growing 
international problem and a number 
of studies have shown their harmful 
impact on marine biodiversity, 
ecosystems, fisheries, human health 

and economy. Usually, wastes from 
land-based sources make up the 
major share of marine litter.

In this context, India, being a 
signatory of UN “Coastal Clean 
Seas” campaign, a number of 
activities have been adopted 
that have direct relevance with 
the “Swachh Bharat” vision and 
has proved highly useful. These 
initiatives are a broad approach to 
support efforts to prevent pollution 
from both land-based and offshore 
activities, in line with Sustainable 
Development Goal 14 and its target 
14.1, which seeks, by 2025, to 
“prevent and significantly reduce 
marine pollution of all kinds, 
in particular from land-based 
activities, including marine debris 
and nutrient pollution”. Considering 
the dangers of plastic waste, India 
has  implemented a nationwide ban 
on single-use plastic from July 01, 
2022.

The “International Coastal Clean 
Up Day” is celebrated globally on 
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Clean Coast Safe Sea: International 
Coastal Clean up Day

the third Saturday of September, 
every year. This year on 17th 
September 2022, the Government 
of India along with other voluntary 
organizations, and the local society 
will run a cleanliness campaign 
“Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar/
Clean Coast Safe Sea” along India’s 
entire coastline.  Efforts will be 
undertaken to collect scientific 
data and information on Marine 
Litter in various matrices, such as 
coastal waters, sediments, biota, and 
beaches.

This campaign will include 
Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), 
Ministry of Environment Forest 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC), 
National Service Scheme (NSS), 
Indian Coast Guard, National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) 
along with various departments 
of centre and state governments, 
non-government organisations and 
educational institutions.

This year’s event also coincides 
with the celebrations of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav in 75th year of the 
country’s independence; The coastal 
cleanup drive will be carried out at 
75 beaches across the country with 
75 volunteers for every kilometre of 
the coastline. The list of 75 beaches 
is enclosed as Annexure-I

The “Swachh Sagar, Surakshit 
Sagar/Clean Coast Safe Sea 
“campaign is a 75-day citizen-led 
campaign for improving ocean 
health through collective action. 
The campaign started on July 3rd, 
2022 and has 3 strategic underlying 
goals that target transformation 

and environmental conservation 
through behavior change. The three 
underlying goals of the campaign 
are to 1. Consume Responsibly 
2. Segregate waste at home and 3. 
Dispose Responsibly. The campaign 
will culminate with the largest beach 
cleaning event on Sept 17, 2022 
(International Coastal Cleanup Day) 
covering 75 beaches across India’s 
7500+km coastline.

In terms of implementation, 
during the month of July there will 
be an attempt to raise awareness 
about the degradation caused by 
plastic and the danger to ecological 
balance from deteriorating ocean 
health. In August, the campaign 
will create engagement, especially 
among the youth on innovating to 
solve for the problem of plastic 
waste. In September, the focus will 
be on action – bringing people to 
clean up the beach as a symbolic 
gesture to pledge against the use of 
plastic.

Key audiences for the campaign 
include local communities that rely 
on oceans and beaches for livelihood, 
school and college students, 
youth and citizens in-general. The 
campaign will combine both virtual 
and physical formats for delivering 
key messages and engaging the 
target audience in adopting lifestyle 
and behavioral changes that promote 
environmental sustainability. 
Examples of virtual activities include 
quizzes, pledges and challenges. 
Physical activities will include the 
actual beach clean-up along with 
rallies, skits and contests etc.

A mobile app “Eco Mitram” has 
been launched to spread awareness 
about the campaign and also for 
the common people for voluntary 
registration for the beach cleaning 
activity on the 17th September 2022.

It is the first-of-its-kind and 
longest running coastal cleanup 
campaign in the world with highest 
number of people participating 
in it. Through this campaign, a 
mass behavioural change among 
the masses is intended by raising 
awareness about how plastic usage 
is destroying our marine life.

Special Secretary, Department 
for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
with the Project Monitoring Group 
(PMG Invest India) reviewed 40 
critical infrastructure projects 
across India with issues enlisted 
for resolution with Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change and Ministry of Railways 
today. These included 11 projects 
previously reviewed under 
PRAGATI by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister and several GatiShakti 
High Impact Projects as well.

The meeting saw active 
participation from senior officials 
from Ministry of Forests, 
Environment and Climate Change 
and Ministry of Railways to discuss 

issues relating, forest clearances, 
use of railways land, right of way 
etc. The two Ministries provided 
cogent timelines for issue resolution. 
Additionally, officials from User 
Agencies also provided perspectives 
on overall progress of projects.

Among the projects reviewed, a 
few notable names are as follows:

BharatNet- The broadband 
connectivity plan seeks to bring 
broadband to 361,000 villages 
across 16 states and is scheduled to 
be completed by 2025.

Hubli-Ankola New Line Project 
(164.44 km), a super critical 
Railway project which was stuck 
due to litigation issues regarding 
wildlife clearance given by the 
National Board of Wildlife

Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut Regional 
Rapid Transit System (RRTS) 
corridor connecting Sarai Kale Khan 
in Delhi with Modipuram in Meerut 
passing through key towns such as 
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Muradnagar 
and Modinagar in Uttar Pradesh 
covering a total length of 82.15 km.

Four laning of Bangalore - Chennai 

Leading classification society 
Indian Register of Shipping 
(IRS) hosted a stakeholder 

meet on research and development 
activities at its Mumbai head office, 
as part of efforts to strengthen 
initiatives in this field.

The meet was well attended by 
representatives from ship owners, 
shipyards, designers, managers 
and other maritime stakeholders. 
Several presentations related 
to R&D activities were made. 
The topics covered included: 
Decarbonisation (Energy Saving 
Devices for EEXI and EEDI, 
Alternative Fuels, Wind Assisted 
Propulsion, Life Cycle Assessment), 
Advanced Analyses (Underwater 
radiated noise, Magnetic Signature, 
Predictive Analysis using Machine 
Learning), Disaster Management 
Plan, Software Development and 
Oil Spill Contingency Plan.
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Expressway (NE-5), a 260.85 
km 4-lane access-controlled road 
connecting Hoskote near Bengaluru, 
Karnataka with Sriperumbudur near 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

Special Secretary, DPIIT 
reviewed 57 issues in 40 projects 
with an anticipated investment 
of approximately INR 3.37 lakh 
crores and emphasized upon the 
importance of timely completion 
of projects and the role of seamless 
coordination between the various 
departments of the Central 
Government to ensure that projects 
having high socio-economic 
importance are not delayed. Further, 
Special Secretary was particularly 
appreciative of the exemplary work 
done by Ministry of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change in 
streamlining the regulatory process 
for obtaining environment/forest/
wildlife clearances and extensive 

reforms taken in this regard for 
ensuring timely commissioning of 
infrastructure projects across India.

Infrastructure being the central 
cog in India’s growth journey 
and driving its socio-economic 
development, the Government of 
India has prioritized the timely 
implementation and completion 
of large scale, high impact 
Infrastructure projects in India.

Considering the emphasis 
of the Central Government on 
GatiShakti and continuing the focus 
on infrastructure development and 
resolving bottlenecks being faced in 
projects, the Project Monitoring Group 
(PMG) was instituted. Since its merger 
with DPIIT in 2019, PMG Invest 
India has taken new initiatives such 
as developing a modern technology 
portal for better project monitoring 
and faster issue resolution. It offers 
a unique institutional mechanism 
to facilitate resolution of regulatory 
bottlenecks in infrastructure projects 
with investments upward of ₹ 500 
crores and do milestone-based project 
monitoring of the same.

The stakeholders meet was well 
appreciated by participants and 
valuable inputs related to Research 
and Development activities 
were received from the industry. 
The event saw an engaging and 
interactive Q&A session towards 
the end of the presentations.

Mr. N. Girish, Divisional Head 
of Rule Development, Associated 
Research & External affairs Division, 
said: “With rapidly changing regulatory 
environment, IRS is actively building 
its capabilities to help our customers 
meet the new requirements and be 
compliant with the new regulations.”

Dr. Asokendu Samanta, Divisional 
Head of Research and Development 
Division, said: “Our stakeholders and 
customers were updated on the various 
research areas underway at IRS.  This 
meet helped us understand the needs 
and expectations from the industry. 
We look forward to collaborating with 
industry partners to work on various 
emerging subjects, particularly on 
decarbonisation.”

DPIIT reviews 40 Critical 
Infrastructure Projects Across India

Indian register Of Shipping Holds Stakeholders Meet 
On research & Development Activities In Mumbai

A logistics operator RUSCON 
(part of Delo Group) 
announces launching of a 

new multimodal container service 
from China to Russia via the port of 
Novorossiysk.

RUSCON cleared all 
organizational matters and now it 
is negotiating with the clients and 
forming a cargo base.

The first shipment will take place 
in September. The initial loading 
point is the Chinese port of Taicang. 
Afterwards the cargo vessel will 
proceed to the port of Qingdao 
on September 11, and later – to 
Istanbul on September 16. In Turkey 
containers will be loaded onto a 
feeder vessel and delivered to the 
NUTEP Terminal in Novorossiysk 
(part of the stevedoring asset of 
DeloPorts). The total transit time 
from Taicang to Novorossiysk is 40 
days.

Non-hazardous cargoes are 
accepted for transportation in 40-
foot containers, both owned by the 
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ruSCON launched new multimodal service 
from China to russia via Novorossiysk

customer or provided by RUSCON. 
Customers are provided a full range 
of services, including customs 
clearance, warehousing, and cargo 
handling. In Novorossiysk we offer 
reloading and delivery by RUSCON’s 
own railway services and delivery by 
trucks to any region of Russia. The 
RUSCON representative office in 
China will provide “door-to-door” 
services to customers.

Sergey Berezkin, the President 
of RUSCON, said: “We continue 
to reconstruct imperfect logistics 
chains and create the new ones by 
opening and testing multimodal 
services along the Southern Sea 
Route. The key advantage of this 
service is that we quickly gather 
our containers in Istanbul and 
deliver them to Novorossiysk. So, 
customers do not have to wait for 
the formation of any significant 
cargo lot in Turkey.

Thus, customers can arrange the 
entire multimodal chain from the 
first to the last mile, including truck 
and railway delivery across Russia, 
in RUSCON’s office in China. The 

launch of new routes helps our 
customers choose the most efficient 
way to deliver their goods, and 
our premium service guarantees 
the implementation of all these 
solutions unconditionally ”.

Delo Group is the largest transport 
and logistics holding in Russia, 
managing sea container terminals 
in the Azov-Black Sea, Baltic and 
Far Eastern basins, a network of 
railway container terminals, a fleet 
of containers and fitting platforms. 
The parent company of the Group is 
LLC MC Delo.

The Group’s stevedoring business 
includes DeloPorts holding and 
Global Ports, a leading container 
terminal operator. The transport and 
logistics business of the Group is 
made up of the multimodal transport 
operator Ruscon and the intermodal 
container operator TransContainer 
that owns and operates the largest 
fleet of containers and flatcars over 
the entire 1520 standard railway 
network. The Group’s shipping 
business is represented by Sakhalin 
Shipping Company (SASCO).
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10 Foreign Merchant Vessels Were Detained For Illegal 
Anchoring Off Tanjung Berakit Waters, Indonesia

Norwegian Cruise Line christened its 
newest ship Norwegian Prima

Hyundai Heavy Industries Gets Nod To Self-
Developed Rotor Sail Technology For Low Emissions 

Asian LNG futures for settlement in  
January 2023 rose to $80

In the period of January to July 2022, 10 foreign merchant vessels 
(five general cargo ships and five tankers) were detained for illegal 
anchoring off Tanjung Berakit Waters, Indonesia, according to the UK 
P&I’s release. Tanjung Berakit is the promontory to the North East of 
Bintan Island. To reduce incidents of illegal anchoring, the Indonesian 
Authorities have now released a map designating the anchorage areas 
which comprises of two zones.

Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) has christened its newest ship Norwegian 
Prima, which made history as the first major cruise ship christened in 
Reykjavík, Iceland, according to the company’s release.

At 965 feet (294 meters long) and more than 143,535 tons with capacity 
for 3,100 guests at double occupancy, Norwegian Prima offers the highest 
staffing levels and space ratio of any contemporary or premium cruise 
ship. She also boasts the largest variety of suite categories available 
at sea as well as a redefined The Haven by Norwegian, NCL’s ultra-
premium keycard only access ship-within-a-ship concept. Her variety of 
recreational activities including the fastest slides at sea - The Rush and 
The Drop - and the Prima Speedway, the first three-level racetrack at sea. 
Spaces like Ocean Boulevard, the 44,000 square foot outdoor walk way 
which wraps around the entire ship; The Concourse, which boasts a multi-
million dollar outdoor sculpture garden; and expansive pool decks and 
infinity style pools at Infinity Beach, offer guests a chance to slow down 
and relax.

South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy Industries Co. has gained a design 
approval for its self-developed rotor sail model Hi-Rotor from the 
Korean Register (KR), moving a step closer to the commercial 
development of the eco-friendly vessel rotor technology, according 
to Business News Korea.

Rotor sail technology is to save energy by harnessing the 
wind to provide auxiliary propulsion to vessels and reducing fuel 
consumption and emissions.

Featuring the technology, vessels can reduce about 6-8 percent 
in fuel consumption and carbon emissions, which is why the 
technology is grabbing attention in the global shipbuilding industry.

Hyundai Heavy Industries won a basic approval to its Hi-Rotor 
in December 2020 from KR, Busan-based world’s leading technical 
supporter to the marine industry. With the latest design approval, 
the company will expedite its commercial development.

Asian LNG futures for settlement in January 2023 rose to 
$80.595 per million Btu, according to CME Group referring to 
JKM Platts (Japan Korea Marker). Last week, Asian LNG futures 
for delivery in January 2023 were trading at $60 per million Btu.

A week ago LNG prices rose after Gazprom said it would stop 
the key Nord Stream pipeline for three days of maintenance on 31 
August 2022. LNG traders in Asia expressed their concern about the 
pipeline return to service as scheduled. That will aggravate tension in 
global markets after Russia progressively cuts deliveries to Europe.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
19th August 2022Notification  No.70/2022 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  56.45  54.10
2. Bahraini Dinar  217.95  204.85
3. Canadian Dollar  62.70  60.60
4. Chinese Yuan  11.90  11.55
5. Danish Kroner  11.10  10.70
6. EURO  82.55  79.55
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.35  10.00
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  267.75  251.60
9. New Zealand Dollar  51.35  49.05
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.35  8.05
11. Pound Sterling  97.65  94.35
12. Qatari Riyal  22.55  20.95
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  21.90  20.55
14. Singapore Dollar  58.60  56.65
15. South African Rand  4.95  4.65
16. Swedish Kroner  7.80  7.55
17. Swiss Franc  85.35  82.15
18. Turkish Lira  4.55  4.30
19. UAE Dirham  22.35  21.00
20. US Dollar  80.50  78.80
1. Japanese Yen (100) 60.05  58.10
2. Korean Won (100) 6.25  5.85

Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) and LFV Air 
Navigation Services of 

Sweden (LUFTFARTSVERKET) 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding today at the 
Corporate Headquarters of AAI in 
New Delhi.

The agreement brings together 
two air navigation service 
providers, India and Sweden, 
with demonstrated capabilities 
in building and operationalizing 

the next generation of sustainable 
aviation technology, to explore smart 
aviation solutions. This MoU shall 
pave the way for bi-lateral exchange 
of aviation expertise and technology 
between the two countries. It will 
allow the Indian companies to 
accelerate growth while leveraging 
Swedish innovation and expertise. 
Under the aegis of the MoU, the 
companies can collaborate in areas 
of mutual interest.

The MoU was signed by Mr. M. 
Suresh, Member (Air Navigation 
Services), AAI and Mr. Magnus 
Corell, Deputy Director General, 
LFV Sweden. The event was 
attended by Shri Sanjeev Kumar, 
Chairman, AAI; Ms. Malin 
Cederfeldt Östberg, State Secretary, 
Ministry of Infrastructure, 
Government of Sweden, H.E. Klas 
Molin, the Ambassador of Sweden 
to India and H.E. Tanmaya Lal, the 
Ambassador of India to Sweden. 

APM Terminals Pipavav, one 
of the leading gateway ports 
in Western India received 

the first full block train for D.D. 
International Private Limited. The 
train was flagged off from ICD 
Panipat in the first week August and 
reached the port within 2 days. The 
block train is operated by the DP 
world for Maersk to transport the 
cargo for D.D. International Private 
Limited.

APM Terminals Pipavav is 
well connected to the varied belts 
in north-west hinterland via rail 
connecting the hinterland customers 
to the global markets. The new 
service further strengthens port’s 
connectivity to hinterland. The 
containers carrying rice are destined 
for Jeddah and Dammam in the 
Middle East. 
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AAI Signs Mou With Sweden To 
Facilitate Smart And Sustainable 
Aviation Technology Collaboration

APM Terminals Pipavav receives  
Block Train From ICD Panipat

The event was attended by senior 
officials from AAI, LFV, Embassy 
of Sweden, New Delhi, and Business 
Sweden –The Swedish Trade & 
Invest council.

Acknowledging the pressing 
need for rapid development 
concerning next-generation smart 
airports and the necessity to build 
sustainable transport systems, both 
parties consented to the following 
elements of the MoU:

Exchange of aviation knowledge 
and technical transfer program

Promote close and friendly 

relations between the two agencies
Aim to expand technical 

cooperation in airports
Support the development of 

a safe, secure, sustainable, and 
efficient aviation sector

Positive contributions in 
promoting bilateral and international 
trade

On this occasion, Shri Sanjeev 
Kumar, Chairman, Airports 
Authority of India, congratulated 
the Govt of India and the Govt of 
Sweden for taking this initiative 
of a collaborative effort towards 
strengthening India’s efforts for the 
development of an efficient, safe, 
secure and sustainable aviation 
sector. He expressed confidence 
that the mutual exchange in civil 
aviation between AAI and LFV 
Sweden will go a long way in 
building and operationalization 
of next generation of smart and 
sustainable aviation technology.

The train was flagged off by 
senior representatives of Maersk. 
The occasion was graced by the 
Senior Management from the train 
operator/terminal staff, and the 
port.

Commenting on the occasion, 
Jakob Friis Sørensen, MD, APM 
Terminals Pipavav said, “We are 
happy to receive the first block 
train for D.D. International Private 
Limited at our port. The connection 
helps our customers in moving 
their containers safely, quickly, and 
sustainably and offers our hinterland 
customers an additional mode to 
expand their business in the global 
markets. Moving the consignment 
by rail is safe and sustainable that 
not only reduces the congestion on 
the road but also helps in reduction 
in carbon footprint.”

APM Terminals Pipavav 
[Gujarat Pipavav Port Ltd.] is one 

Mr Klas Molin, Ambassador 
of Sweden to India, talked about 
the long-standing collaboration 
between India and Sweden. “We are 
looking forward to this addition to 
the already expansive India-Sweden 
collaboration, which already include 
sustainability, health, innovation, 
energy, and will now extend to 
civil aviation. I’m looking forward 
to seeing how the MoU can foster 
more opportunities for Sweden 
and India to explore climate-smart 
solutions within the aviation sector.”

While delivering his address, 
Shri Tanmaya Lal, Ambassador of 
India to Sweden mentioned that 
“India Sweden partnership is on 
the upswing.  This MoU covers 
one more new ground and will 
facilitate technology collaborations 
to improve safety, sustainability 
and efficiency in the aviation sector.  
This is an important development 
also in the context of the booming 
regional air connectivity in India.”

Cooperation areas and plan of 
activity

AAI and LFV, both Government 
agencies of India and Sweden 
respectively, will jointly collaborate 
on the following co-operation areas: 

Air Traffic Management
Air Traffic Control
Remote Airport Management and 

Traffic Control
Airspace Design and Planning
Airport Design and Infrastructure
Digitalized Airport and Aviation
Capability and Training
Sustainable Airports and Aviation
Processes for pilots
Processes for scale-up
A Joint Working Group shall be 

organized to prioritize interest areas 
and drive collaboration between the 
two countries. This MoU will play a 
crucial role in furthering government-
to-government engagements between 
India and Sweden in the Aviation 
sector in addition to other existing 
engagements such as sustainability, 
healthcare, innovation, energy, and 
infrastructure etc.

of India’s leading gateway ports 
for Containers, Ro/Ro (passenger 
cars), Liquid Bulk and Dry Bulk 
cargoes serving Northwest of 
India from Gujarat. The Port is 
connected to North and West of 
Indian hinterlands via Rail and Road 
network. The current annual Cargo 
Handling Capacity includes 1.35 
million TEU Containers, 250,000 
Passenger cars, 2 million metric tons 
of Liquid bulk and 4 million metric 
tons of Dry bulk. APM Terminals 
Pipavav is India’s first public private 
partnership (PPP) port in India and 
is a part of the APM Terminals 
global terminal network.

M/s DD International Private 
Limited is one of the largest 
exporters of premium quality 
Basmati Rice having modern and 
state of the art facilities in Karnal, 
Haryana. The company operates 
across India since 1979.
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There is now a consensus among 
companies on the need to build 
resilient supply chains, as the last 

two years have exposed glaring fault lines 
in the global logistics sector. The result has 
been the emergence of new trade relations 
between countries, opening up new areas to 
development.

Morocco’s privileged location in the north 
of Africa, facing the Mediterranean and the 
Atlantic Ocean, has made it a formidable trade 
partner with industrialized European countries 
in their plans to stabilize supply chains.

Most importantly, Morocco’s massive 
investment in its transport and logistics 
sectors have made it a strategic business 
center. From the extensive port and industrial 
complexes of Tangier Med in the north to 
the ongoing construction of Dakhla Atlantic 
Port in Southern Morocco, it is plain that the 
Moroccan government is on a drive to position 
the country as a manufacturing and shipping 
hub.

This could explain why Germany has 
recently renewed its focus on deepening a 
trade partnership with Morocco. The nation 
has become a favorite nearshoring spot for 
German companies seeking to steady their 
supply chains, and Russia’s war against 
Ukraine has helped to catalyze the process.

The economic partnership between 
Germany and Morocco is pegged on the 
automotive manufacturing value chains. 
According to Moroccan customs data, 
Morocco exported goods worth $1.1 billion 
to Germany in 2020, with cars comprising the 
main products.

“The rise of Morocco’s automotive sector 
was facilitated by Rabat’s 2014-2020 Industrial 
Acceleration Plan, which, along with Rabat’s 

Why German Corporations Are 
Nearshoring In Morocco

The Maritime and Port 
Authority of Singapore (MPA) 
held its annual ferry rescue 

exercise (FEREX), in conjunction 
with the annual International Safety 
at Sea conference held from 30 
August to 2 September 2022, to test 
Singapore’s operational readiness in 
the event of a ferry mishap.

Nine vessels, a helicopter and 
more than 200 personnel from 
various agencies and private 
sector partners were deployed 
for the seaward exercise off the 
western coast of Sentosa and 
landward exercise at Harbour Front 
Passenger Ferry Terminal (HFPT). 
These included the Immigration 
& Checkpoints Authority (ICA), 
Ministry of Health (MOH), 
Singapore Police Force (SPF), the 
Republic of Singapore Air Force 
(RSAF), the Republic of Singapore 
Navy (RSN), Singapore Civil 
Defence Force (SCDF), Singapore 
Cruise Centre Pte Ltd, and ferry 
operator Batam Fast Ferry Pte Ltd.

The exercise scenario was based 
on a collision between a ferry by 
Batam Fast Ferry and a harbour craft 
which resulted in a main engine 
failure and ingress of water onboard 
the ferry due to hull damage. 
This led to a precarious situation 
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Multi-Agency Exercise  
To Test Singapore’s Ferry Mishap 

readiness And response
that necessitated an immediate 
evacuation of the passengers on 
board the “stricken” ferry. The 
captain of the ferry sent out a distress 
call requesting for immediate help 
from MPA and initiated onboard 
evacuation procedures.

MPA’s Ferry Mishap Contingency 
Plan was activated to test the 
agencies’ operational readiness to 
the incident and various seaward 
resources were deployed to secure 
the area of operations and evacuate 
the passengers. These included 
three MPA patrol crafts, a Police 
Coast Guard 5th Generation PT 
class patrol craft, an RSAF H225M 
Medium Lift helicopter, an RSN 
Independence-class Littoral Mission 
Vessel, and a SCDF Heavy Rescue 
Vessel.

Developed in collaboration 
with the Defence Science and 
Technology Agency and Penguin 
Shipyard International, MPA 
Guardian is a hybrid diesel-electric 
patrol craft that is equipped with a 
comprehensive suite of capabilities 
which allows specialised rescue 
operations.

To demonstrate the rescue 
capabilities of MPA’s newest patrol 
craft, rescued passengers were 
transferred onto MPA Guardian to 
receive simulated medical attention 
in the vessel’s First Aid Room. 

MPA Guardian is equipped with 
a command operations room to 
manage rescue operations, a Rigid-
Hulled Inflatable Boat that can 
be deployed within 10 minutes 
to conduct shallow water rescue 
missions, and a 10-metre wide deck 
that is able to facilitate drone and 
heli evacuation operations.

To demonstrate MPA Guardian’s 
heli evacuation capabilities and 
crew readiness, RSAF deployed 
their H225M helicopter to heli 
winch a “critically injured” dummy 
passenger from the vessel.

This year’s exercise also saw 
the deployment of unmanned aerial 
drones from MPA’s patrol crafts 
for aerial surveillance and remote 
monitoring with “live” feed to MPA 
Guardian’s command operations 
room to enhance situational 
awareness and incident management 
response.

The readiness of the landward 
rescue operation was also tested 
in this year’s exercise. Medical 
personnel and triage facilities by 
SCDF and MOH were deployed 
at HPFT to manage and treat 
injured passengers prior to hospital 
conveyance. SPF and ICA officers 
were also deployed to provide 
security coverage and immigration 
clearance as part of the rescue 
efforts.

A private Australian 
businessman is preparing 
to sell a chain of 21 coral 

atolls located some 500 nm to the 
northeast of Cairns, Australia - to 
Chinese interests. 

Ian Gowrie-Smith, a retired 
entrepreneur who had a hand in oil, 
gas, mining and pharmaceutical 
ventures over the decades, is the 
owner of the Conflict Islands 
in Papua New Guinea. Located 
between the Solomon Sea and the 
Coral Sea, the small island chain is 
home to 30 permanent inhabitants, 
a turtle conservation program, a 
small resort, and enough land for a 
3,000-meter strategic runway. 

Gowrie-Smith confirmed to 
Australia’s 9 Now that his agents 
are in conversation with Chinese 
buyers about a potential sale. The 
price under discussion is about 
US$25 million, and he has offered 
to negotiate with the Australian 
government about selling at a 
discount, given the potential 
national security implications of a 
Chinese facility next to Australia’s 
northwestern shipping lanes.

Australian politicians have 
recently expressed serious concerns 
about China’s new security deal 
with the government of the Solomon 
Islands, which could include basing 

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

arrangements for Chinese security 
forces. The Conflict Islands are 
even closer, by about 300 nm, 
and Gowrie-Smith expressed 
curiousity about why the Australian 
government wasn’t interested in 
making a deal that would put the 
islands in Australian hands.

Any Chinese presence in the 
Conflict Islands would be subject 
to the governance of Papua New 
Guinea; China is New Guinea’s 
biggest customer for natural resource 
exports, and the two nations have 
recently entered discussions about a 
free trade deal. 

China has a history of building 
island military bases on coral atolls 
in the South China Sea, constructing 
them first as civil facilities before 
deploying air defense and anti-ship 
missile systems. The PLA Navy 
is also believed to be pursuing a 
basing agreement at Cambodia’s 
Ream Naval Base, once the site of 
American military aid investment. 
Beijing’s ambitions extend to 
the strategic islands of the South 
Pacific: in June, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi conducted a grand 
tour of the Solomon Islands, Fiji, 
Kiribati, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu, 
Papua New Guinea and Timor-
Leste to press a joint “marine spatial 
plan.” If accepted, the plan would 
have given China a greater role in 
regional maritime affairs - but it was 
turned down.

Entrepreneur May Sell 
Strategic Pacific Islands To 

Chinese Interests
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concurrent development of high speed, high-
volume capacity transportation, incentivized 
foreign automotive manufacturers to locate 
their plants in Morocco, with German firms 
represented among them,” commented Prof. 
Michael Tanchum, a MENA affairs expert, 
in a recent post by the Moroccan Institute for 
Policy Analysis.

The Moroccan automotive supply chain 
would prove valuable to European car 
manufacturers after Russia invaded Ukraine, 
disrupting the supply of vehicle wire 
harnesses. Leoni, a global supplier of car 
wiring system, had to slow production at two 
of its plants in Ukraine, affecting operations 
of major automotive manufacturers. Some 
of the manufacturers that depended on the 
plants include Porshe, Volkswagen, BMW and 
Mercedes- Benz.

Fortunately, the German corporations had 
the option of shifting focus to Morocco, where 
Leoni boasts ten production plants. In fact, 
Leoni was an early participant in the rise of the 
Moroccan automobile manufacturing sector, 
having set up camp in the country over a decade 
ago. It was a designated core supplier to Group 
PSA for just-in-time delivery for its factories in 
France, Spain, Austria, Russia and Slovakia.

In June, another German car-parts 
manufacturer, Stahlschmidt Holdings, 
launched its first manufacturing units in the 
industrial zones of Tanger Med Port. The 
units are located near a Renault factory and 
according to Prof. Tanchum, going by the sheer 
size of Stahlschmidt’s overall investment, it 
may indicate the company anticipates shifting 
its Polish and Hungarian manufacturing 
operations to Morocco.

According to the Director-General of the 
Tangier Med Port, Mahdi Tazi Al-Rifi, this 
reflects Morocco’s leadership in providing 
the state-of-the-art port services for both the 
Mediterranean and African regions.


