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Major Box Carriers To Raise  
Peak-Season Levy For India-US Trades

After a brief gap that has seen 
some signs of freight rate 
softening and corrections, 

container lines actively operating 
on India-US trades are looking to 
capitalise on expected peak season 
cargo movements.

Mediterranean Shipping Co. 

(MSC) seems to lead that rate push. 
The Geneva-based liner, which has 
three weekly connections out of 
West India for the US East Coast, 

has significantly jacked up peak 
season surcharges it had earlier 
planned to apply from 4 July.

The PSS levy has been increased 
to US$2,000 per container, effective 
1 August, instead of U$500 per box 
that was to come into force on 4 
July.

“In order to maintain the high 
level of reliability and efficiency of 

our services to meet the 
needs of our customers, 
MSC will apply PSS, 
effective 1 August 
handover, ex-India to the 
US and San Juan, Puerto 
Rico,” MSC (India) said 
in a customer advisory.

In addition, MSC 
has announced a fresh 
general rate increase 
(GRI) on the same trade 
route. From 11 August, 

it will start charging a GRI of 
US$1,500 per container for Indian 
cargo moving to the US and San 

Juan.
“This will be applicable for all 

containers,” the company said in a 
separate advisory.

That comes on top of a GRI of 
the same amount MSC implemented 
from 15 July.

Similarly, Hapag-Lloyd will hike 
India-US rates substantially with 
a GRI of US$1,600 per TEU and 
US$2,000 per FEU from 1 August, 
according to market sources.

Other operators offering regular 
India-US connections are expected 
to follow suit.

Meanwhile, Container xChange, 
an equipment marketplace provider, 
in its latest report noted that 
southern India ports are facing a 
shortage of containers because of 
the disruptions plaguing Sri Lanka’s 
Colombo Port, a key transshipment 
hub for the subcontinent region.

“There has been a 25% shortage 
of containers at the Chennai Port, 

Despite predictions that 
the long downturn in the 
cyclical tanker market 

might be bottoming out, shipowners 
are remaining on the 
sideline holding back on 
new shipbuilding orders. 
Shipbuilding orders in 
the segment have reached 
a new low with industry 
trade group BIMCO 
forecasting that it is likely 
to cause a decline in the 
global tanker fleet in 
the near term. However, 
the contraction in the 
global fleet might be the 
good news needed to start the long 
expected, but frequently delayed, 
rebound for the sector.

In a new analysis of the 
shipbuilding market, BIMCO chief 
shipping analyst Niels Rasmussen 
reports that orders for both crude oil 
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and product tankers reached a new 
low for during the first six months 
of 2022. “Unless contracting picks 
up, it seems that we may see both 
the crude and product tanker fleet 
reducing in size in the coming 

years,” forecasts Rasmussen.
By the numbers, BIMCO’s data 

shows that a total of just 23 new 
tankers were ordered so far in 2022. 
This amounts to a total of just 1.6 
million dwt compared to a previous 
low of 3 million dwt in 1999. Orders 
included just three new crude oil 
tankers and 19 product tankers. 

“The orderbook for to fleet ratio 
is at 5.1 percent for both crude and 
product tankers,” writes Rasmussen. 
He concludes that the ratio has not 
been this low since 1996, 28 years 
ago during another down cycle in 

Tanker Shipbuilding 
Orders Reach New Low, 

Says BIMCO
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Global Port Labor Issues
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Labor issues at cargo ports could prolong shipping bottlenecks and 
temporarily reduce volumes, Fitch Ratings says. 

Global ports are sensitive to labor-related disruptions as they are 
still clearing residual pandemic-related backlogs with shippers entering their 
peak season. However, stable, contractually guaranteed revenues and robust 
liquidity will limit the effects on port credit profiles.

In the US, the International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) and 
Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) continue to negotiate a new contract 
following the expiration of their prior contract on July 1. 

Both parties announced that operations will continue, despite the failure to 
agree to a contract extension, but the risk of disruptions remains as long as an 
agreement has not been reached.

Negotiations affect 29 West Coast ports, the largest of which are Port of 
Los Angeles (POLA) and Port of Long Beach (POLB), which together handle 
roughly 30% of US container volume. 

Major points of negotiation are salary increases and cargo handling 
automation. No end date for negotiations is set but market reports indicate a 
new contract may be in place by August or September.

Twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) at US ports remain elevated this year 
compared with 2019 and early 2020, and US port import volumes are expected 
to tick up as retailers stock up for back-to-school and holiday season sales. 

Stronger volume growth for East Coast ports beginning in 3Q21 was the 
result of shippers rerouting some cargo from the West Coast ports to avoid 
congestion and adjusting ahead of contract negotiations. East Coast and West 
Coast port TEUs were up 9.9% and 0.4%, respectively, this year through May 
2022 versus the same period in 2021.

Organized labor actions during previous ILWU contract negotiations caused 
delays in processing cargo and resulted in fluctuations in port volumes. A 
breakdown in negotiations between the ILWU and PMA in 2002 resulted in 
a 29-port West Coast lockout that ended after 10 days when President Bush 
stepped in with an injunction. 

Similarly, in 2015 PMA ports were congested for nearly four months due to 
the renegotiation impasse, requiring intervention by the Obama administration.

Despite short-term volume fluctuations following these past disruptions, 
US port credit ratings generally are unaffected due to the insulating nature 
of the port’s long-term contracts with terminal operators, coupled with sizable 
liquidity reserves. POLA and POLB both benefit from more than 1,200 days 
cash on hand and minimum annual guarantees accounting for 70% and 85% 
of operating revenues in FY 2021, respectively.

The larger, longer-term risk to credit is the potential for shippers to shift 
operations away from West Coast gateways to alternate ports to avoid both 
real and perceived dangers of future operational disruptions from labor unrest. 

However, US West Coast ports are not the only ones facing labor 
challenges. Port of Montreal saw sizable labor disruptions in 2021, due to 
longshoreman strikes, and Charleston on the US East Coast is facing below-
capacity operations due to a dispute with the International Longshoremen’s 
Association regarding carrier relocations.

Labor actions in Europe are exacerbating congestion problems at ports in 
the UK, Netherlands, Germany, and Belgium. 

In Germany, recent port strikes slowed down trade in exports, with unions 
seeking yearly automatic inflation adjustment in the renewed contracts. 
Similarly, in Belgium, nationwide strikes in May and June slowed operations 
at already congested terminals in Antwerp, exacerbating existing bottlenecks.

Global port congestion and high shipping rates are expected to persist into 
2023 with continued uncertainty in the supply chain. These dynamics give 
labor more leverage in negotiations, and higher wages as part of new contracts 
could increase shipping costs and shift competitive dynamics over time.
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Russian and Indian officials 
are working to avoid an 
international incident after 

a Russian-flagged general cargo 
ship was arrested when it arrived in 
the Indian port of Cochin. It would 
likely have gone unnoticed except 
for the fact that the vessel was 
transporting Russian munitions due 
to be delivered to the Indian Navy 
in Kochi. 

Questions were also raised 
over the detention because the 
vessel and its operator are both 
designated by the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) as part of 
the ongoing actions against Russian 
shipping interests.

The 12,700 dwt cargo ship Maia 
1 reportedly departed the Russian 
port of Novorossiysk on June 25 
and after making stops in Turkey 

The Central Government has 
initiated the One District One 
Product (ODOP) in different 

States/UTs of the country. ODOP 
is seen as a transformational step 
towards realizing the true potential 
of a district, fueling economic 
growth, generating employment and 
rural entrepreneurship, taking us to 
the goal of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 
ODOP initiative is operationally 
merged with ‘Districts as Export 
Hub (DEH)’ initiative of the DGFT, 
Department of Commerce, with 
the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 
as a major stakeholder.
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India Detains Russian Ship Carrying 
Munitions For Unpaid Fuel Bill

District Export Action Plans Under ODOP Prepared In 
557 Districts; Adopted By District Export Promotion 

Committees (DEPC) In 218 Districts: Government

and Egypt transited the Suez Canal. 
The vessel crossed the Indian 

Ocean arriving at Cochin on July 
18. The 16-year-old vessel is 
believed to be operated by Russia’s 
Transmorflot Shipping Company, 
which the U.S. included on its list of 
designated companies in May 2022.

“The Embassy has sent to the 
Ministry of External Affairs of India 
an official request for explanation 
of the circumstances of the incident. 
We have also asked the Ministry to 
ensure unconditional observance of 
the rights of the Russian shipowners 
and crew,” the Russian Embassy in 
Chennai said in a written statement.

The arrest warrant for the ship 
was issued by the Kerala High Court 
in India on July 18 and provided to 
the Cochin Port Trust. A review of 
court papers shows that the case was 
brought on behalf of an Estonian fuel 
and service company Bunker Partner 
OU located in Tallin, Estonia. 

The ODOP Initiative is aimed 
at fostering balanced regional 
development across all districts 
of the country enabling holistic 
socio-economic growth across all 
regions. The objective is to convert 
each District of the country into a 
Manufacturing and Export Hub by 
identifying products with export 
potential in the district. Institutional 
mechanism under Districts as 
Export Hubs in the form of State 
Export Promotion Committees 
(SEPCs) and District Export 
Promotion Committees (DEPCs) 
have been constituted in about 36 
States/UTs to provide support for 
export promotion and address the 
bottlenecks for export growth in the 
districts.

The company claims it is due 
more than $23,500 in unpaid fuel 
bills. “The arrest, seizure, and 
detention of the ship was carried out 
after consideration of the admiralty 
suit,” Indian officials told the ANI 
news outlet.

Possibly to lessen the potential 
for an international incident, the 
court permitted the vessel to dock 
and unload its cargo. The Russian 
Embassy noted that the cargo was not 
involved in the claim. The Russian 
Consulate General in Chennai is in 
direct control of the situation they 
said in their statement.

The court has ruled that the ship 
should be detained until the amount 
due is deposited or until the ship 
owner furnishes security for the 
amount to the satisfaction of the court. 

The Maia 1 was permitted to 
leave the dock on July 18. Her 
current AIS signal shows her at 
anchor off the port of Cochin.

District Export Plans are 
prepared and implemented 
through an institutional structure 
at the district level. These plans 
address challenges for exports of 
such identified products/services, 
improving supply chains, market 
accessibility and handholding for 
increasing exports etc. So far, in 
about 557 districts, export plans 
have been prepared and in about 218 
have been adopted by DEPCs as per 
list Annexed

The Department engages with 
State and Central Government 
agencies to promote the initiative 
of ODOP, which is an on-going 
process.

which has made it face a rise in 
shipping costs,” said Container 
xChange.

“With the trade routes between 
Asia and the US as well as Asia 
and Europe opening, the shipping 
industry in the country is struggling 

to keep up with the gap between 
container demand and supply,” 
added Container xChange.

A company’s analyst explained, 
“Colombo has always been a 
priced possession of the Indian 
maritime trade; however, Sri 
Lanka’s crippling economic crisis 

has triggered an altering response 
in the region’s shipping industry. 
To put things into perspective, the 
industry has observed some freight 
forwarders avoid calling Colombo 
port. This has put maritime logistics 
in other parts of the region in a 
beneficial state.”

the industry.
UK analysts at Clarksons 

Research made similar observations 
in their recent mid-year analysis 
of the shipbuilding industry. 
“The tanker orderbook is now the 
smallest it has been in 25 years,” 
wrote Clarksons. They calculated 
that there are just 35 million dwt 
in orders in the crude and product 
tanker categories. By comparison, 
containerships jumped to lead with 
the global orderbook reaching 72.5 
million dwt as of mid-2022.

Despite improved freight rates 
and a positive market outlook as 
the tanker sectors seeks to respond 
to the sanctions on Russian oil, 
shipowners are holding back on 
orders. Rasmussen highlights 
several factors that are likely 

contributing to the reluctance to 
place orders. Shipbuilding prices 
skyrocketed in 2022 surging to their 
highest levels in 14 years. Further, 
weighing on the entire shipbuilding 
industry is an uncertainty over 
future technologies and increasing 
emissions regulations. Ship 
owners have been looking for the 
best technologies to future proof 
their investments, with Bimco 
highlighting that at the moment 
they are generally favoring LNG 
with most orders although methanol 
is drawing increasing attention in 
shipbuilding.

Near-term, Rasmussen expects 
that with the decline in orders that 
size of the global fleet will contract. 
He points to a projected rate of three 
percent for demolitions each year 
while the current build ratio remains 

low compared to the fleet size. 
Further, BIMCO highlights that up 
to seven percent of the tanker sector 
is now at least 20 years old while 
nearly a quarter is approaching 15 
years in service. 

They forecast that the contraction 
in the fleet, continued demand for 
oil in the near term, and potential 
freight rate increases as the markets 
rebalance in 2023 after the EU’s ban 
on Russian oil starts, are likely to 
create the need for new shipbuilding 
orders. Until those orders can be 
completed, carriers are likely to 
see a strengthening in the market 
as excess capacity declines, but 
longer-term term BIMCO points to 
increasing uncertainty as oil demand 
is expected to peak in the coming 
decade as the world accelerates its 
transition to new forms of energy.
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The Chennai & Ennore Ports Steamer 
Agents Association (CHENSAA) 
organized their 65th Annual General 

Body Meeting (AGM) on 15th July, 2022 at 
Radisson Blu Hotel, Chennai.

In a media note released by Chairman 
Mr.Y.Leeladharan, in the AGM, that many 
points were discussed which would suitably 

be taken-up with the respective Authorities in 
order to facilitate the Trade to handle vessels/
cargoes under safe and secured manner.  
Chairman also mentioned that India being 
signatory to TFA and CHENSAA being one of 
oldest Ship Agents Association, will contribute 
their best for the growth of the Country in all 
respects.  

 The Chairman of the Association 
Mr.Y.Leeladharan read the Annual Report of 
the Association for the year 2021 – 2022 and 
briefed the initiatives taken by CHENSAA. 
He thanked his team for taking their time in 
attending various meetings and their timely 
contribution helped to resolve several issues 
within the time. He also mentioned few 
important achievements of the Association 
during the period. 

 Chairman thanked the Chief Commissioner 
of Customs, Commissioners and all officials 
of Customs for their kind guidance to its 
members for smooth compliance of latest 
regulations under ease of doing business. He 
also thanked The Chairman/Dy.Chairman and 
Officials of Chennai Port Authority and the 
Terminals and The Chairman and Managing 
Director and the officials of Kamarajar Port 
and Adani Kattupalli Port/Terminals for 
extending their support to its members.

Chairman highlighted that as and when 
required, an effective joint discussion had 
with Trade bodies viz. CCBA/NACFS/
FIEO/Chambers/ Terminals /CII/ Ports and 
Customs/others concerned to streamline the 
procedures under the Ease of Doing business 
and thanking all of them for extending their 
kind co-operation.

With regard to IGST Refund/Drawback 
issues, Chairman opined that despite taking 
several measures/assistance extended by 
Customs, though the numbers have come 
down, still the EGM pendency/errors exist 
which is taking additional time/manpower 
of the stake holders/Customs officials to 
resolve/clear the issues.  Being Shipping 
Lines, they file EGM in Customs Icegate by 
transferring the data/details which received 
from their Customers viz. Customs Brokers/ 
Consolidators/ Freight Forwarders.  Under 
the circumstances, inorder Shippers to avail 
Drawback/IGST refund on time, Chairman 

urge FIEO/all Chambers to 
call for AN AWARENESS 
joint Virtual meeting, under 
the guidance of Chief 
Commissioner of Customs, 
Chennai Custom House 
which would help to discuss 

on the precautions required by respective 
stake holders to clear the issues at each stage 
which would no doubt generate EGM without 
any error/pendency.  CHENSAA would be 

pleased to join the meeting inorder to clear the 
queries, if any raise by the Shippers fraternity.  
Mr.Leeladharan requesting ICDs/SEZs/
respective Officials/CCBA/Consolidators 
Association and MNCs /Freight Forwarders 
Association/NACFS to be part of the meeting.

Regarding handling of Transshipment 
Containers:

Mr.Leeladharan highlighted that despite 
relaxing Cabotage Law, the trade could not 
succeed in handling more number of volumes 
as predicted by our honourble Shipping 
Ministry and we are sure that further easing 
of procedures by Customs as adopting in 
neighboring Countries, will no doubt achieve 
MIV 2030.  

Below procedures may be considered by 
CBIC:

a)Both at Origin & Gateway Ports, 
understand compliance of ETP process is 
taking enormous time.  Hence, request to 
dispense with ETP procedures as the laden 
containers delivered to terminal/custodian 
upon complying Customs procedures for 
loading on to the vessel at Origin Port for 
discharge at Gateway Port.   

b)No EGM to be filed by the Shipping 
Lines at Origin Port. 

c)Subsequently the containers which off-
loaded at Gateway Ports to be auto-permitted 
to load on the mother vessel (without any 
delays – under hot connection) by accepting 
the details of such containers either by E-Mail 
or Hard copies, from the Shipping Lines 
which may be verified by the Officials by 
availing load list from respective terminals at 
a later date.  

d)On sailing of the mother vessel, Shipping 
line files the EGM (SDM) with which shippers 
may kindly be facilitated to avail Draw Back 
and IGST Refund. 

e)Once the Laden containers been loaded 
on board vessel/BL been issued, it is the 
responsibility of Shipping Line to deliver the 
containers at destination on time irrespective 
of Transshipment Ports are involved.

Mr.Leeladharan is also of the opinion that 
focusing/clearing the micro level issues may 
lead to successful implementation of Macro 
level projects as planned.  A large number of 
CHENSAA members attended the AGM.

CHENSAA Conducts its 65th AGM
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The PPP mode of investment in Indian 
ports has made a remarkable progress 
in the last 25 years, beginning from 

the Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNP), resulting 
in the capacity addition and productivity 
improvement. The sustainability of the 
first agreement between the concessioning 
authority and concessionaire on PPP mode, 
which has completed its 25th year of success 
in July, this year, has had tremendous impact 
on the development of PPP projects in major 
ports. Now, JNP has become the first major 
port of the country to become 100% Landlord 
port having all berths being operated on PPP 
model.

JNP is one of the leading container ports of 
the country and is ranked 26th among the top 
100 global ports (as per Lloyds List Top 100 
Ports 2021 Report). Currently, five container 
terminals are operated at JNP, of which only 
one is port owned. With its state of the art 
facilities JNP meets all the international 
standards, user-friendly atmosphere, and 
excellent connectivity by rail and road to 
the hinterland. Facility of 
backup infrastructure like 
CFS, connectivity with ICDs, 
full-fledge Custom House, 
Airport, Hotels, proximity to 
Mumbai, Pune, Nashik city 
and its industrial belt makes it 
an unique container terminal. 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Container Terminal (JNPCT) 
has 2 berths with total length 
of 680m and 15m draft which 
will be handed over under 
this PPP contract along with 
backup area of 54.74 hectares 
for 30 years. JNPCT is presently handling 
9000 TEUs capacity vessels and with the 
upgradation it can handle 12200 TEUs 
capacity vessels. It is also proposed to increase 
the RMQC rail span from 20 meters to 30.5 
meters at the port. Investment for this project 
will be carried out by the concessioner at a 
total cost of Rs. 872 crores. The concessioner 
has to upgrade, operate, maintain and transfer 
this terminal on PPP basis. This project will be 
implemented in 2 phases.

In Phase I, 400 meters berth length will 
be upgraded to handle 12,200 TEUs capacity 
vessels (370 LOA vessels of 15 meters draft 
and 56.4 Beam). JNPA has placed Letter of 
Award (LOA) to J M Baxi Ports and Logistics 
Ltd. and consortium member CMA Terminals 
on 28/06/2022 and the concession agreement 
will be signed on 27/07/2022. The concession 
will be Awarded after compliance to the 
conditions within 180 days. The period of 
phase I is 18 months from the date of award    
of concession agreement and the cost of phase 
I is Rs. 591.99 crores.

In Phase II, 280 meters berth length will 
be upgraded to handle 12,200 TEUs capacity 
vessels. The development of phase II will be 
commenced after achieving 1.02 million TEUs 
or 7 years whichever is earlier. Phase II is to be 
completed within a period of 18 months and 
the cost of phase II is Rs. 280.17 crores

The Project received overwhelming 
response from 11 investors having both 
domestic and international presence. In order 
to win the tender, the equal joint venture 
between J M Baxi Ports and Logistics Ltd. 
and CMA Terminals offered a royalty price 
of Rs. 4,520 per TEU during the concession 
period. The royalty due will increase yearly 

in line with the rise 
on the basis of the 
wholesale price 
index (WPI). Under 
the new Major Port 
Authorities Act and 
the model concession 
agreement (MCA), 
the terminal operator 
is free to fix market 

determined tariff rates.  The MGC expected to 
increase from 4 lakh TEUs in the first year of 
operation to 9 lakh TEUs starting in the tenth 
year and continuing through the end of the 30-
year contract.

PPP is considered as an effective tool for 
attracting the investment in the port sector. 
Until now 86 projects worth Rs. 55,000 
Crores have been granted approval under PPP. 
The key projects on PPP being implemented 
include berths, mechanization, development 
of oil jetty, container jetties, O&M of the 
container terminal, O&M of International 
cruise terminal, Commercialization of non-
core assets on PPP mode, Tourism projects, 
viz., marina, development of islands to 
promote tourism. With the cargo volume 

expected to increase between 1.7 to 2 times 
(of 2020) by 2030, the percentage of cargo 
handled at Major Ports by PPP or other 
operators, is expected to reach 85% by year 
2030. Each passing year is a milestone to 
achieve this goal.

To achieve this goal, MoPSW has already 
identified a project pipeline up to FY 2025 with 
13 projects, for FY 2022 (Rs. 6954 Crores) 
already approved by the MoPSW followed 
by 24 projects of value ~Rs. 12,550 targeted 
for award in FY 2023. Further, 44 projects 
of value ~Rs. 23,000 crore are scheduled for 
award in FY 2024 and FY 2025. High value 
projects namely Western dock at Paradip and 
JN Port Container Terminal of total value 
more than ~Rs. 3,800 crore have already been 
awarded with two projects of DPA, valued it 
~Rs. 6000 crore, are under RFQ stage.

Expressing his views on the achievement, 
Union Minister of Ministry of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways Shri Sarbananda Sonowal 
said, “As the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi has envisaged that PPP is grounded 
on the principle of inclusion of the private 
enterprises as able partners towards progress, 
this project will improve the utilization in crane 
and berth productivity of the terminal. Also, 
total handling of JNPCT will increase to 1.8 
million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) 
from the present handling capacity of 1.5 
million TEUs in 2020-21. This will reinforce 
JNPA’s position as the ‘Premier container 
port of India’. It is worth mentioning that this 
terminal will also be handling Ro-Ro vessels 
which will not only  lower the logistics cost, 
reduce transit time but will also contribute in 
reducing congestion on roads and promoting 
towards clean environment”.

Jawaharlal Nehru Port becomes first 
100% Landlord Major Port of India
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The vast majority of Ukraine’s stored 
grain is awaiting export from its large 
Black Sea terminals, which have been 

shuttered by a Russian naval blockade. A 
small amount is trickling out of the country 
via its land borders to the west, and a bit 
more is being carried out via its Danube River 
ports on the Romanian border. Unfortunately, 
according to the Ukrainian government, 
hundreds of thousands of tonnes are also being 
taken by Russian occupying forces, with little 
to no compensation for farmers. 

Several independent investigations have 
documented an abnormal surge in grain 
shipments out of the Russian-occupied 
port of Sevastopol, which has historically 
handled little outbound grain. According to 
an investigation by the Financial Times, an 
estimated 140,000 tonnes of grain were loaded 
on bulkers and exported from Sevastopol 
in May alone. In a separate investigation, 
Russian truckers interviewed by the Wall 
Street Journal explained how they have been 
contracted to carry grain from newly-occupied 
areas of Ukraine to Sevastopol.

According to Windward, there has been a 
160 percent increase in AIS-dark activity in 
the Black Sea for Russian- and Syrian-flagged 
vessels over the past year, the majority since 
the start of the invasion. In recent months, 
most of the “dark” voyages that started in the 
Sea of Azov have ended in Turkey or Bulgaria, 
with a small number headed to Syria. 

In addition to the traffic in and out of 
Sevastopol, Russian-flagged and open-

registry bulkers appear to be meeting with one 
to four other vessels in clusters in the Kerch 
Port anchorage, and satellite imagery shows 
clear evidence of STS transfers in progress.

The company’s proprietary AIS- and 
satellite-based tracking intelligence has 
identified a pattern of suspicious ship-to-ship 
(STS) grain transfers in the Russian-controlled 
Kerch Strait, where small bulkers are meeting 
up with larger vessels to hand off cargo for 
export. 

“Dark” STS transfers are a familiar 
sanctions-evasion strategy used in the tanker 
industry. There are legitimate reasons for 
STS transfers of grain in the Sea of Azov, like 
moving cargo from the region’s ubiquitous 
river-sea class barges onto seagoing bulkers 
- but when conducted in combination with 
“dark” activity it could suggest handling of 
illegitimate cargoes.

In an example from June 10, Windward 
identified a cluster of five vessels - two small 
bulkers, one midsize bulker and two service 
vessels - all rafted up in the Kerch Strait. The 
two small bulkers spent an extended period of 
time operating dark in the Sea of Azov, turning 
on their AIS transcievers on the Don River. 
Based on their reported drafts, they appear to 
have loaded grain at the Russian port of Azov. 

The large vessel increased its AIS reported 
draft from 6.2 to 9.9 meters after the meeting 
(a sign of laden condition), then headed 
to Metalurji, Turkey, where it updated its 
draft back down to 6.2 meters (a sign it had 
offloaded cargo). This ship has since made 
similar trips, but ending in Libya. 

One of the smaller vessels has since made a 
trip to Ukraine, according to Windward. 

STS Transfers May Be Used To 
“Launder” Stolen Grain From Ukraine
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The Union Government is committed to 
reducing the emissions from shipping 
sector and promoting the development 

of net zero and low-emission solutions, 
Sonowal said.

The Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal in a 
written reply to the Lok Sabha said by 2030, 
all the major ports are to be made fully self-
sustainable on electricity. All the energy 
requirements of the ports are to be met through 
renewable sources.

Initiative also includes Green Warehousing 
utilizing green/ natural solutions such as 
natural light or energy efficiency lighting, 
automated and compact storage systems, roof 
top solar, using HVLS fans and rainwater 
harvesting.

The Sagarmala programme is the flagship 
programme of the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways to promote port-led 
development in the country through harnessing 
India’s 7,500 km long coastline, 14,500 km of 
potentially navigable waterways and strategic 
location on key international maritime trade 
routes. 

As a part of Sagarmala Programme, more 
than 800 projects at an estimated cost of 
around Rs. 5.5 lakh crore have been identified 
for implementation during 2015 to 2035 across 
all coastal states an Eastern and Western side 
of the country. 

Sagarmala projects includes projects from 
various categories such as modernisation 
of existing ports and terminals, new ports, 
terminals, RoRo & tourism jetties, enhancement 
of port connectivity, inland waterways, 
lighthouse tourism, industrialization around 
port, skill development, technology centres, 
etc. 

Further, under holistic development of 
coastal districts, a total of 567 projects with an 
estimated cost of around Rs 58,000 crore have 
been identified.

To develop global standard ports in 
India, Maritime India Vision (MIV) 2030 
has identified initiatives such as developing 
world-class Mega Ports, transhipment hubs 
and infrastructure modernization of ports. 
MIV 2030 estimates the investments to the 
tune of Rs. 1,00,000–1,25,000 Crores for 
capacity augmentation and development of 
world-class infrastructure at Indian ports.

Environment-Friendly Infrastructure 
Development At All Major Ports

Visakhapatnam
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A proposal to rotate the chairmanship 
of Dredging Corporation of India 
(DCI) among the four promoter 

major port authorities was deferred by the 
Visakhapatanam-based DCI on July 14, after 
none of the port chairmen who attended the 
meeting came forward to take upon the role, 
quoting some sources ET Infra reports.

After the Union government sold its 
73.47 per cent stake in DCI in March 2019, 
to Visakhapatnam Port Authority, Paradip 
Port Authority, Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Authority and Deendayal Port Authority, the 
chairmanship of the dredging contractor’s 
board has been held by the Chairman of 
Visakhapatnam Port Authority.

This was party because Visakhapatnam Port 
Authority is the largest stakeholder among the 
state-owned four major port authorities that 
owns DCI with a 19.47% stake. The other 
three - Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority, 
Deendayan Port Authority and Paradip Port 
Authority - own 18 per cent stake each in DCI.

Besides, DCI and the Visakhapatnam Port 
Authority are based in the same southern port 
city and hence, it was considered convention 
for the Chairman of the Visakhapatnam Port 
Authority to act as the Chairman of DCI.

However, in one of the previous Board 
meetings, the Chairman of the Visakhapatnam 
Port Authority, K Ram Mohana Rao, expressed 
his desire to step aside and make way for 
someone else to assume the responsibility.

The management of DCI referred the 
proposal to the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways, while supporting the proposal, the 
Ministry advised the DCI to take approval 
from its board on the matter.

However, none of the Chairmen who 
attended the July 14 Board meeting were 
willing to don the role of Chairman of DCI.

``The Board deferred the proposal, we 
will inform the Ministry, Ram Mohana Rao, 
Chairman, DCI, as well as Chairman of 

Visakhapatnam Port Authority, told ET Infra.
DCI is no longer considered the public 

sector undertaking (PSU) after the strategic 
disinvestment,  and its four promoter major port 
authorities are also not PSU’s  but autonomous 
bodies. However, both are administered by the 
Ministry of Posts, Shipping and Waterways.

For audit purposes, though, DCI continues 
to be under the lens of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) and the Chief 
Vigilance Commissioner (CVC).

But, on matters related to personnel, it is not 
under the department of personnel anymore, 
making it difficult for the MoSPW to decide 
on the roles and responsibilities, sources said.

Strangely, the Chairmen of the four major 
port authorities  that own DCI, are on the 
Board of the dredging company as non-
executive directors, including Rao who is 
designated as Chairman.

The only official holding an executive 
position on the Board is the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer, who is 
vested with the task of running the day-to-day 
operations of the company.

`` There is nothing written anywhere that 
who the Chairman should be, and whether the 
post could be rotated among the four promoter 
major port authorities, though the Ministry 
conveyed its approval for the implementation 
of the rotatational policy subject to Board’s 
approval,’’ said a person briefed on the matter, 
asking not to be named.

In this complicated and confusing board 
structure, the non-Executive Chairman and 
the MD&CEO were at loggerheads on how to 
run the company.

``The MD&CEO can’t be fighting with 
the major port authorities who own DCI. The 
major ports are giving works to DCI on a 
nomination basis( without floating a tender) 
otherwise, it won’t survive’’, the person 
mentioned earlier said.

The downside of govgovernment-to-
governments investment deas is unraveling 
the case DCI.

Plan To Rotate Chairmanship Of Dredging Corporation Among 
Four Promoter Major Port Authorities Finds No Takers

PSA Mumbai achieved a 
significant milestone of 
4 million TEUs on 22nd 

July 2022 since the start of the 
terminal’s operations in Feb 2018.

The key milestone of 4 millionth 
TEU was handled on vessel 
Maersk Genoa. PSA Mumbai is 
further expanding the terminal 
capacity from 2.4 Million TEUs to 
4.8 Million TEUs by the 1st quarter of 2025 to be well ahead of the demand.

We would like to convey our heartfelt gratitude to all the Shipping lines, Customers, 
Statutory bodies & all the Stake holders for overwhelming support in achieving this major 
milestone.

Mumbai
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PSA Mumbai handles  
4 Millionth TEU

While the government’s initial plan was 
to privatise DCI, it changed course later over 
concerns that a privatised DCI would raise 
dredging costs for the 12 major ports.

The share purchase agreement signed 
by the government and the four major port 
authorities for strategic disinvestment of DCI 
had set in a three year lock-in period for the 
sale of shares by the buyers. 

The share purchase agreement also says 
that if any of the major port authorities chose 
to sell its stake in DCI, the other three major 

port authorities have the right of first refusal 
on such shares being sold.

However, Rama Mohana Rao said that the 
four major port authorities have no plan to sell 
their stakes in DCI.

``Dredging is most important for major 
ports. Private entities may quote higher 
rates for dredging works which will hurt our 
interests. DCI being a government company 
acts as a stabilishing factor. It has to be with 
the government, we will not sell it’’, he 
added.
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The Government will soon 
finalize the guidelines for 
National Master Plan’s release 

in public domain. Chairing the 27th 
session of the Network Planning 
Group (NPG) of GatiShakti in 
New Delhi on 19th July, 2022, Shri 
Amrit Lal Meena, Special Secretary 
(Logistic Division), DPIIT said 
that the National Master Plan will 
provide the public and business 
community information regarding 
the upcoming connectivity projects, 
other business hubs, and industrial 
areas and surrounding environment. 
This will enable investors to plan 
their businesses at suitable locations 
leading to enhanced synergies, He 
added.

The Network Planning Group 
(NPG) saw active participation from 
member ministries/departments 
including DoT, MoEF&CC, MoR, 
MoPSW, MoCA, MoP, Niti Ayog, 
MoRTH, MoPNG. The forum 
saw senior officials from these 
ministries deliberate on various 
agendas on logistic capacities and 
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Guidelines for GatiShakti National Master Plan’s release in 
public domain to be finalized soon: Special Secretary, DPIIT

PM GatiShakti.
The Special Secretary shared 

that the National Master Plan 
has more than 900 data layers of 
Central Ministries/Departments 
and 316 essential layers by States/
Uts. Applauding the progress of 
special NPG meetings held before, 
Shri Meena highlighted that 13 key 
connectivity requirement to coal 
mines and to 30 silo hubs were 
identified. He expressed that the PM 
GatiShakti is now in mission mode 
to fill these gaps.

During the meeting, 3 pipeline 
projects by the MoPNG, 2 
connectivity infrastructure projects 
by the MoRTH and a new rail line 
project by MoR were deliberated 
upon. The meeting saw many 
aspects being discussed such as 
alignment proposal and alternatives, 
cost of project, expected logistics 
cost reduction and no. of projected 
employment opportunities.

During the meeting, MoRTH 
shared that construction of 6 lane 
Elevated Corridor along with 
development of the existing 4 lane 
road at ground level from Aroor to 

Thuravoor has been underway in the 
State of Kerela. The existing NH-
66 stretch is said to have habitation 
with 4 major & minor junction. 
Therefore, the speed limit for the 
stretch had been kept only upto 40 
kmph. The elevated road is expected 
to increase travelling speed upto 100 
kmph and reduce travelling time by 
11 minutes.

Another new 6 lane Extra 
Dosed Cable Bridge on River 
Ganga Parallel to the Western 
side of Existing Digha-Sonepur 
Rail-Cum Road Bridge at Patna, 
Bihar, is underway. The project 
is expected to provide better 
connectivity, speed and reduce 
travelling time by about 1.5 – 2 
hours between North and South 
Bihar. The proposed road will 
directly connect many cultural 
sites like the Buddha Stupa in 
Kesariya, Someshwar Nath Mandir 
in East Champaran, Valmiki Tiger 
Reserve in West Champaran and 
borders with Nepal. This will 
help promote various avenues of 
economic development, cultural 
interaction and tourism. 

Ministry of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways (MoPSW) 
is promoting the Ro-

Ro/Ro-Pax/Ferry waterway 
transportation which has lower 
emissions compared to other modes 
of transport for the same amount of 
cargo. Also, there is a significant 
time and cost saving compared to 
the traditional transportation modes. 
Concurrently traffic congestion 
on road/railways, noise pollution 
and the accidents on the roads may 
also get reduced. Such water-based 
transportation service is an effective 
measure to lower the logistics costs, 
reducing travel time and promotion 
of coastal shipping on several 
feasible routes.

In order to provide some quick 
respite to this sector from the impact 
of Global Increase in Price of Fuel, 
MoPSW has directed all Major Ports 
to exempt all berth hiring and vessel 
related charges being currently 
levied to the Ro-Pax/Passenger 
Ferries for the next six months with 
immediate effect.

The cost of Marine fuel ‘Low 
Sulphur High Flash High Speed 
Diesel’ (LSHFHSD) has increased 
from Rs.76,000/KL to Rs.1,21,000/
KL. Similarly, the cost of ‘Very 
Low Sulphur Fuel Oil’(VLSFO) 
has increased from Rs.40608/KL to 
Rs.80917/KL. It is to be noted here 
that in the beginning of FY 2021-22 
the cost of marine fuel-LSHFHSD 
used to be 10-15% less than retail 
diesel-HSD. Hence, effectively the 
rise is more than 40%.

To discuss the Impact of High 
Marine Fuel Prices and GST on 
Ferry Operations Union Minister 
MoPSW Shri Sarbananda Sonowal 
had recently held meeting with 
Navneet Mohan Kothari, Joint 
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Major Ports Exempted Ro-Pax/Passenger 
Ferries from paying Port and Vessel 
related Charges for next 6 Months

Secretary (GP Division) Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas and 
Niba Ram, Joint Commissioner, 
Department of Revenue, Ministry 
of Finance and other senior officials.

In this regard he had also written 
letters to Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Union Minister, Ministry of 
Finance and Corporate Affairs and 
Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Union 
Minister, Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas highlighting this 
issue and requested them to extend 
their support for this sector by 
reducing taxes and price of the 
Fuel respectively. MoPSW has also 
requested all the states to lower their 
rates of VAT over the HSD used by 
this sector.

It  is noteworthy that, marine 
fuel prices inclusive of taxes have 
cascading effect on the full value 
chain of Mass Surface Water 
transport system and ecosystem, the 
burden of which the ferry operators 
cannot pass on to the common 
public who has the option of using 
other Government subsidized public 
transport system of rail or road. 
These operational hurdles will 
ultimately act as stumbling block in 
establishing this budding ecosystem 
of surface water transportation in 
the country.

As per the notification 
no.1212017- Central Tax (rate) 
dated 28.06.2017, it is mentioned 
that service of transportation 
of passengers through inland 
waterways is exempted from GST. 
lf in case the GST component, 
applicable on spares and MRO 
services of the ferries, is passed 
on to the passengers where Mass 
Surface Water transport system and 
ecosystem is competing against 
the Govt. heavily subsidised Road, 
Rail and Air travel under Regional 
Air connective scheme UDAN, the 

price of tickets will increase and, 
the demand of the service may be 
impacted negatively.

Shri SarbanandaSonowal said, 
“The rising Fuel cost at international 
level is now making our local Ro-
Pax and Passenger Ferry operations 
unviable so this exemption of 
vessel and port related charges by 
MoPSWwill provide the necessary 
breather to this sector for the next 
6 months.We have also requested 
MoPNG to consider reduction in 
Fuel prices and Ministry of Finance 
to lower the associated taxes on 
it so as to provide the necessary 
support to this sector in present 
circumstances.”

The Ro-Pax services implemented 
by Deendayal Port Authority 
between Ghogha and Hazira 
under Sagarmala Programme have 
reduced travel time from 12 hrs. to 4 
hrs. This Ro-Pax ferry service have 
carried over 78,000 vehicles and 
more than 2.6 lakh passengers since 
inception.Similarly, Maharashtra 
Maritime Board initiated Ro-Pax 
ferry service on Mumbai - Mandwa 
route. Project resulted in saving of 
around 3 hours of road travel against 
45 minutes by sea route. More than 
5.5 Lakh passengers have availed 
this Ro-Pax service and more than 1 
lakh vehicles have been transported.

In order to promote the surface 
water transportation and to 
encourage the newly emerging 
inland passenger and vehicle 
movement eco system of the 
country, thevarious issues of rising 
Global Marine Fuel prices and their 
bunker pricing, ineffective GST 
input credit for Ferry Operators, 
Growing difference between the 
cost of Marine Fuel and Retail Fuel 
should be looked into and necessary 
consideration should be given to 
promote this sector.

After more than two months 
of difficult negotiations 
brokered by the United 

Nations and Turkey, an agreement 
was signed in Istanbul on Friday that 
lays the groundwork for reopening 
three Ukrainian Black Sea ports for 
critical gain shipments. UN officials 
said Russia and Ukraine established 
elements such as the ports involved, 
the establishment of a monitoring 
center in Istanbul, and inspections 
routines for the vessels, with both 
sides agreeing not to attack or hinder 
the movement of the vessels.

“The initiative we just signed 
opens a path for significant volumes 
of commercial food exports from 
three key Ukrainian ports in the 
Black Sea, Odesa, Chernomorsk, and 
Yuzhny,” said UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres. “The shipment 
of grain and food stocks into world 
markets will help bridge the global 
food supply gap and reduce pressure 
on high prices.”

The UN officials said they 
plan to start work immediately to 
implement the initiative. Tomorrow 
they will take the first steps to 
establish the Joint Coordination 
Center to be located in Istanbul 
which they said will be the heart 
of the operation. Turkey played a 
key role in negotiations as it has 
maintained relations with both 
Russia and Ukraine and offered to 
provide monitoring and inspection 
to meet Russia’s demands to assure 
the ships would not be used to 
transport military equipment into 
Ukraine.

Under the plan, the UN reported 
that Ukrainian pilots will be used to 
guide the ships in and out of the ports 
and through the mined waters. The 
ships will follow a prescribed route 
out of Ukrainian waters and transit 
the Bosphorus to a Turkish port where 
they will again be inspected before 
heading into the world markets.

In addition to the agreement for 
inspections to ensure the vessels 
are not used to transport military 
equipment, Russian also demanded a 
smoothing of the limits on its shipping 
in the region. Russia was seeking 
guarantees to ease the movement 
of its foodstuffs and fertilizer with 
guarantees that its ships would also 
have free passage. The UN reports 
that a second, separate agreement 
was being signed to address these 

Ministry has issued 
directions for Preparation 
of Comprehensive Master 

Plan for ports with planning horizon 
of 2047 on 25/4/2022. Indian 
Ports Association, an apex body of 
Major Ports, has been directed to 
integrate all Port’s Master Plan with 
respect to vision 2047 and prepare 
a comprehensive Plan & report for 
Major Ports.

Sagarmala is an ambitious 
national initiative aimed at unlocking 
the full potential of India’s coastline 
and waterways. The vision of this 
flagship program of Ministry of 
Ports, Shipping & Waterways is to 
reduce logistics cost and catalyse 
port-led industrial and infrastructure 
development along the coastline.
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points.
The IMO also played a role in 

the development of what it is calling 
humanitarian corridors. In March 
the IMO Council requested the UN 
Secretary General’s collaboration to 
assist in establishing and maintaining 
the safe corridor in the Black Sea and 
the Sea of Azov.

“The safety of ships and 
seafarers remains my top priority. 
IMO instruments, including the 
International Ship and Port Facilities 
Securite, underpin this agreement 
for safe and secure shipping through 
the Black Sea,” said IMO Secretary-
General Kitack Lim during the 
signing ceremony in Istanbul. “I 
commend the efforts of all involved, 
particularly the IMO Member States 
- Russian Federation, Turkey, and 
Ukraine.”

Estimates are that there are as many 
as 20 million tons of grains stuck at 
the port of Odesa and multiple ships 
have remained stranded anchored off 
the port since the invasion began in 
late February. Historically, Ukraine 
and Russia export approximately 
75 percent of the grain grown in the 
region with 90 percent moving by 
ship. The UN had warned the blockade 
of the ports could push 49 million 
people toward famine, especially in 
the emerging world. 

Analysts at S&P Global Market 
Intelligence cautioned that even 
though the agreement has been 
reached, it could take a few weeks 
to months to resolve concerns for the 
Black Sea routes to resume. “Danube 
River ports will likely remain a 
safe and attractive option for grain 
exports in the near term,” said 
Daejin Lee, Lead Shipping Analyst 
at S&P Global Market Intelligence. 
In the early stage, Lee predicts that 
small domestic vessels will operate 
increasing capacity but the efficient 
shipment of grain out of Ukraine 
requires larger bulk carriers which 
will likely not return until insurance 
and safety issues are resolved.

The UN said it expects it will 
take a few weeks to fully implement 
the current agreements, but they are 
aiming to restore grain shipments to 
pre-war levels. Speaking to reporters 
after the signing ceremony, UN 
officials said the goal was for five 
million metric tons of grain exports 
a month. The initial agreement lasts 
120 days but is renewable and the 
UN said they did not anticipate it 
would stop any time soon. 

As a part of Sagarmala 
Programme, more than 800 projects 
at an estimated cost of around 5.5 
lakh crore have been identified 
for implementation during 2015-
2035. Further, under holistic 
development of coastal districts, 
a total of 567 projects with an 
estimated cost of around Rs. 58,000 
crore have been identified.  The 
concept of “port-led development” 
and the projects identified there 
under, are focused on – Port 
Modernization, Port Connectivity, 
Port-led Industrialization, Coastal 
Community Development, and 
Coastal Shipping and Inland Water 
Transport.

This information was given by the 
Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways, Shri Sarbananda 
Sonowal in a written reply to the 
Lok Sabha.

Three Ukrainian Ports Reopen For Grain 
Shipment Under UN-Brokered Deal

Infrastructure at Ports: Government 
Statement on Plans for Improvement
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Exports of coal, one of 
Russia’s three major foreign 
trade cargoes, have started 

declining. After the EU built up its 
purchase in May, June saw a 48-pct 
fall Russian coal shipments with the 
port of Ust-Luga affected most of all.

Coal handling in Russian 
seaports showed a decrease in 
June. According to IAA PortNews, 
handling of dry bulk cargo in the 
first half of the year fell by 5.4%, at 
the coal terminals in Ust-Luga – by 
over 20%. CRU analysts say that 
the EU has cut seaborne imports of 
heating coal from Russia by 48% 
versus May to 1.7 million tonnes 
in June. That is a new low from 
2019. In view of the halt in Russian 
gas supplies to Europe, Germany, 
Austria, France and the Netherlands 
have announced their plans to 
build up production of coal-based 
electricity.

In Q1’2022, coal and coke 
exports from Russia fell by 5.6% 
to 43.2 million tonnes, according to 
IAA PortNews statistics. The ports 
of the Baltic Basin account for 18% 
of exports (7.8 million tonnes in 
Q1’2022), Azov-Black Sea Basin 
— 22% (9.5 million tonnes), Far 
East Basin — 54% (23.4 million 
tonnes). The terminals of the Baltic 
Basin involved in handling of coal 
saw a reduction of dry bulk cargo 
throughput by 15.6%. However, 
Vyborg showed a positive dynamics 
of 2%. In 2021, it handled 417.9 
thousand tonnes while in the first 
half of 2022 the result exceeded 
427.7 thousand tonnes. In the Far 
East, coal handling at the Vanino 
terminals fell by 10-20% with one 
of the terminal having showed a 

KSK Grain Terminal (part of 
DeloPorts, a stevedoring 
asset of Delo Group (the 

Group)), handled 5 million 252 
thousand tons of grain in the grain 
season 2021/2022 (June-July), 
exceeding the season 2020/2021 
figures by 56 thousand tons, 
according to Delo Group.

The main component of this 
success is the operation of a new 
deep-water grain berth No. 40A. 
On July 20, 2022, the Company 
celebrated a one-year anniversary of 
the launch of the deepest grain berth 
on the Black Sea at KSK.

During its operation, a gross 
tonnage of vessels handled at KSK 
has increased from 22.6 thousand 
tons per day in the season 2020/2021 
to 24.5 thousand in the season 
2021/2022. The transshipment 
directly via the berth has exceeded 
3 million tons. After putting in 
operation the berth 40A, KSK set 
several records and some of them 
unique.

For example, in January 2022, 
the first in history of Novorossiysk, 
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Coal Shipments From Russia Slow 
Down, Reveals Latest Statistics

KSK Completed Grain Season With New Record 
Thanks To Investments In Port Infrastructure

2-pct increase. Coal handling at 
the Nakhodka terminals decreased 
by 17% on the average. At the 
same time, the Vostochny terminals 
incrуased coal handling by 6%. A 
considerable growth of coal handling 
was registered at the terminals of 
the Azov-Black Sea Basin, up to 
1.5 times at some facilities, to 15.2 
million tonnes. 

Despite combating climate 
change, European governments plan 
to burn more coal to boost energy 
stockpiles, according to the Weekly 
Report of Xclusiv Shipbrokers. 
For instance, Germany, Austria, 
France, and the Netherlands have 
announced plans to increase coal 
power generation due to Russian 
gas supplies being halted. However, 
those plans would only add 1.3% to 
EU emissions annually even if run 
hard, according to the report. 

In Spring 2022, the EU adopted 
the fifth package of sanctions 
against Russia including an import 
ban on all forms of Russian coal 
(affects one fourth of all Russian 
coal exports, according to EC). The 
ban coming into effect on August 10 
is expected to reduce the revenues 
of the Russian Federation by EUR 8 
billion per year, expert say. 

According to Statista’s analytics, 
key consumes of Russian coal over 
the recent years were China (29 
million tonnes per year), S. Korea 
(23 million tonnes), Japan (21 
million tonnes), Turkey (15 million 
tonnes), Taiwan (11 million tonnes), 
the Netherlands (10.5 million 
tonnes), Germany (10 million 
tonnes), Poland (10 million tonnes), 
Ukraine (9 million tonnes) and 
India (7.52 million tonnes). Thus, 
the European countries including 
Ukraine accounted for 40 million 

NORAH grain carrier with a cargo 
capacity of 120,000 tons was 
loaded at this berth. The vessel 
took on 95,800 tons of cargo, 
exceeding the previous record for 
a single grain shipment by more 
than 23,000 tons. In addition, 
in March 2022 KSK handled 27 
vessels at berths 40 and 40A, 
breaking the previous record by 5 
units.

Roman Antipov, the Technical 
Director of DeloPorts highlighted: 
“The berth 40A was put into 
operation a year ago. It is the 
only deep-water berth for Russian 
grain loading onto vessels with 
deadweight up to 100 thousand 
tons. Such projects as these increase 
transshipment capacity in the Azov-
Black Sea basin”.

Igor Yakovenko, the CEO 
of DeloPorts, outlined: “Now 
Novorossiysk has a well-developed 
port infrastructure that provides 
cargo transportation at the highest 
world level. Implementation of 
such large-scale projects is part of 
the Russian transport infrastructure 
development. By launching the 
berth 40A, Delo Group opened new 

tonnes of Russian coal per year 
which makes about one third of all 
foreign supplies.

The main coal import terminals 
in the European Union (27) are: 
Rotterdam in the Netherlands (14.6 
mln tonnes discharged in 1H 2022), 
Amsterdam Netherlands (6.8 mln 
tonnes), Hamburg Germany (3.0 
mln tonnes), Gdansk Poland (3.0), 
Gijon Spain (2.8), Dunkirk France 
(1.9), Fos France (1.9), Ljmuiden 
Netherlands (1.6), Ghent Belgium 
(1.2), Vlissingen Netherlands (1.2), 
Plonce Croatia (1.2), Taranto Italy 
(1.1), Wilhelmshaven Germany 
(1.1), Koper Slovenia (1.0), Antwerp 
(1.0), Algeciras Spain (0.8).

Russia can redirect its seaborne 
exports of coal to the APR 
countries although this trend is 
still not evident basing on the half-
year statistics. In the first quarter, 
supplies of Russian energy coal 
to India have surged 2.7 thousand 
times, year-on-year, to 573.2 
thousand tonnes, according to the 
Indian Ministry of Industry. At 
the same time, Kpler says that 4.7 
million tonnes of Russian coal was 
delivered to China in June versus 
5.2 million tonnes in June 2021. 

Major factor of the coal exports 
pivot is the expansion of the Eastern 
Operating Domain. In late June, 
Russian Railways and the business 
have balanced the distribution of 
volumes: the monopoly confirmed 
that it would ensure large volumes 
of coal transportation eastwards if 
coal is also transported westwards. 
To balance the railway infrastructure 
loading, the volumes of coal 
accepted for eastward transportation 
will be correlated with the westwards 
transportation volumes, according 
to Russian Railways. 

promising markets for Russian grain 
in Southeast Asia and the Middle 
East”.

DeloPorts is a holding company 
that owns and operates stevedore 
assets of Delo Group in the port 
of Novorossiysk. DeloPorts 
consolidates NUTEP Container 
Terminal, KSK Grain Terminal and 
Delo Service Company.

Delo Group is the largest transport 
and logistics holding in Russia, 
managing sea container terminals 
in the Azov-Black Sea, Baltic and 
Far Eastern basins, a network of 
railway container terminals, a fleet 
of containers and fitting platforms. 
The parent company of the Group is 
LLC MC Delo.

The Group’s stevedoring business 
includes DeloPorts holding and 
Global Ports, a leading container 
terminal operator. The transport and 
logistics business of the Group is 
made up of the multimodal transport 
operator Ruscon and the intermodal 
container operator TransContainer 
that owns and operates the largest 
fleet of containers and flatcars over 
the entire 1520 standard railway 
network.

International Federation of 
Freight Forwarders Associations 
(FIATA) and TT Club, 

international freight transport 
insurer, have announced this year’s 
regional winners of the Young 
Logistics Professionals (YLP) 
Award 2022.  

The Federation of Freight 
Forwarders’ Associations in India 
(FFFAI)-nominated Avishkar 
Srivastava has been declared 
as winner of the FIATA YLP 
Award-2022 for Asia-Pacific 
Region.

Earlier, in February 2022 
FFFAI, national member of FIATA 
representing India, nominated 
Avishkar Srivastava for FIATA YLP 
YIFFA Award (Asia Pacific Region) 
as he was the winner of the contest 
hosted by FFFAI in India. The 
contest was conducted by Indian 
Institute of Freight Forwarders 
(IIFF), which is the training arm of 
FFFAI.

Commenting on the achievement 
of the FFFAI nominated contestant 
Mr Shankar Shinde, Chairman, 
FFFAI said, “We are proud that the 
young logistics practitioner from 
India, nominated by FFFAI, has 
won the prestigious international 
award. It would boost and attract the 
next generation towards logistics 
professionals in the country as it 
is the GLOBAL recognition to the 
growing logistics industry here, 
owing to innovative ideas.”

According to the FFFAI 
Chairman, the award demonstrates 
recognition by FFFAI, FIATA and 
its participating sponsors of the need 
to develop quality in the forwarding 
industry and to reward young talent 
with valuable training opportunities.

As standard procedures, to 
participate in the nomination 
process pertaining to the awards, 
the candidates should have two 
years full time experience in Freight 
Forwarding and should submit the 
dissertation on the topic stipulated 
by FIATA.

The dissertation is an opportunity 
for the candidate to demonstrate 
a range of skills and qualities that 
are needed to pursue a successful 
career in international forwarding 
and supply chain logistics. “It 
demonstrates the knowledge base 
of the contestants concerning the 
following aspects: Identifying a 
problem or business opportunity; 
gathering relevant information on 
a specific situation; identifying 
possible changes or enhancements 

ABB has decided to exit the 
Russian market, according 
to the company’s release. 

The financial impact in the second 
quarter amounted to -$57 million of 
which -$23 million will impact cash 
flow in the third quarter.

In March 2022, ABB stopped 
taking new orders in Russia. At the 
same time, it has been fulfilling a 
small number of existing contractual 
obligations with local customers, in 
compliance with applicable sanctions.

Most of ABB’s dedicated Russian 
workforce has been on leave since 
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for the benefit of the forwarder 
or the client; evaluating the 
information and drawing one’s own 
conclusions; deciding what action 
should be taken; making reasoned 
and costed recommendations; 
quality of innovation and initiative; 
description and valuation of the 
situation, discussion of problems, 
opportunities, faults, relevant issues, 
benefits, costs, etc.

To nominate the candidate from 
FFFAI Selection Panel judged 
the contestants focussing on an 
understanding of what is being asked 
for in the dissertation; an ability 
to express 
i d e a s , 
facts and 
information 
clearly but 
simply; an 
ability to 
research and 
think widely 
about the 
topic so as to 
be objective 
and an ability to evaluate and draw 
conclusions.

FIATA Director General, Dr 
Stéphane Graber, shared his 
congratulations to the regional 
winners. In his opinion, the YLP 
Award is of utmost importance for 
FIATA. It aims at developing the 
youth’s interest in the industry but 
also the soft skills that are crucial 
in the daily work of our demanding 
sector. “I would like to extend my 
warmest congratulations to all the 
YLP Award 2022 candidates and 
most particularly to the four regional 
winners for their impressive 
dissertations. They have managed to 
put into words complex processes of 
the global supply chain while taking 
into account diverse parameters. 
The future of logistics is in the 
youth’s hands,” he stated.

Other regional award winners 
are: Region Africa/Middle East- 
Ruvimbo Gukwe from Zimbabwe; 
Region Americas-Karina Perez 
Perez from Canada and Region 
Europe from Maximilian Druschler, 
Germany. All four regional winners 
will be invited to participate in the 
next stage of the competition.

“To the other candidates, we 
thank you for participating in the 
2022 competition and send our good 
wishes for the future in forwarding. 
A Certificate of Participation and a 
personal memento will be sent to 
your National Association so that 
these can be presented locally,” 
shared Michael Yarwood, Chairman, 
Award Steering Group, FIATA.

March of this year and the company 
will do its best to support them as it 
realigns its operations in a controlled 
manner.

ABB has about 750 people in 
Russia and two production sites in 
the country located in the Moscow 
region and Lipetsk, as well as 
several service centers. Russia 
roughly accounted for 1-2 percent of 
ABB Group annual revenues before 
ABB stopped taking new orders.

ABB is a leading global 
technology company that energizes 
the transformation of society 
and industry to achieve a more 
productive, sustainable future.

INDIA Wins FIATA YLP  
ASIA-PACIFIC Region Award

ABB To Exit Russian Market
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MARAD awards nearly $20M in funding to 
strengthen U.S. shipyard economic competitiveness

PSE takes delivery of a whale-watching vessel from AAM

Keel laying ceremony for the 182,800 GT cruise ship 
Carnival Jubilee at Meyer Werft

On July 21st, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration 
(MARAD) announced $19.6 million in grant awards to 24 small shipyards in 19 
states through the Small Shipyard Grant Program. The funds will help awardees 
modernize, increase productivity, and expand local employment opportunities 
while competing in the global marketplace.

The U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg says: “These grants will 
help modernize small shipyards in communities across the country, creating and 
protecting local jobs, strengthening America’s maritime industry, and securing 
our economic future.”

Since 2008, MARAD’s Small Shipyard Grant Program has awarded $282.2 
million to nearly 300 shipyards in 32 states and territories throughout the U.S. 
They strengthen communities along and near our nation’s ports and waterways. 
Many small shipyards are family-run businesses—and they are all enterprises in 
which small investments can make big differences.

All American Marine (AAM) and the Hanke family of Puget Sound Express 
(PSE) are pleased to announce the delivery of Swiftsure, the newest member of 
the PSE whale-watching fleet. Modeled after the All American Marine built and 
Teknicraft designed Saratoga, delivered in the Spring of 2018, the slightly larger 
77’ Swiftsure will add speed and more space to Puget Sound Express’ award-
winning whale watch and eco-tourism business.

The 150-passenger, semi-displacement catamaran hull for this vessel was 
developed by Nic de Waal of Teknicraft Design in Auckland, New Zealand.  
The design integrates the signature Teknicraft symmetrical and asymmetrical 
combined hull shape, bow wave piercer, and an innovative, dynamic hydrofoil 
system.  This advanced hull shape was custom-designed using digital modeling and 
Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) analysis.  The hull design is complemented 
by Teknicraft’s signature integration of a wave piercer positioned between the 
catamaran sponsons to break up wave action and ensures reduced drag while 
enhancing passenger comfort.  The vessel’s design offers all passengers a smooth 
ride and comfort as the hull provides a cushioned effect when encountering waves.

The “USCG Subchapter T” certified, high-speed catamaran has two 
asymmetrical semi-planing hulls and an adjustable aluminum midship hydrofoil 
plus two aluminum aft foils, which allow the boat to achieve top speeds of 40+ 
knots. This design, coupled with finely-tuned, wave-piercing eco bows, enables 
the boat to travel through calm and rough water at full cruising speed while 
keeping underwater noise to a minimum.

Carnival Jubilee is the third ship of a series Meyer Group is building for 
Carnival Cruise Line. With the traditional keel laying ceremony, the construction 
of Carnival Jubilee at Meyer Werft in Papenburg has reached another milestone. 
This is the first time that a ship for this Miami-based brand and shipping company 
is being built in Papenburg, Meyer Werft.

“We are pleased to take another symbolic step in the construction of the 
Carnival Jubilee with the keel laying. The MEYER team will once again produce 
an advanced and innovative cruise ship that will provide a great vacation for 
millions of passengers,” said Bernard Meyer, Managing Director of Meyer Werft.

The Carnival Jubilee will now be completed in the world’s largest covered 
shipbuilding dock at Meyer Werft and delivered at the end of 2023. Carnival Cruise 
Line will then deploy the ship for cruises to the Caribbean from the Texas port 
of Galveston. That’s why the U.S. state was omnipresent during the keel-laying 
ceremony: Carnival Cruise Line President Christine Duffy, wearing a cowboy-
shaped hard, placed the traditional lucky coins under the 375-ton steel block.

Carnival Jubilee is the third ship of a series Meyer Group is building for 
Carnival Cruise Line. Meyer Turku has already delivered the Mardi Gras in 2020, 
followed by the Carnival Celebration in 2022. All ships are equipped with the 
low-emission LNG propulsion system. The highlight for passengers on board the 
three ships will be a roller coaster for the first time.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
22nd July 2022Notification  No.64/2022 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  56.45  54.10
2. Bahraini Dinar  219.05  205.90
3. Canadian Dollar  63.25  61.15
4. Chinese Yuan  12.00  11.65
5. Danish Kroner  11.15  10.80
6. EURO  83.25  80.25
7. Hong Kong Dollar  10.40  10.00
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  268.60  252.05
9. New Zealand Dollar  51.20  48.85
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.20  7.90
11. Pound Sterling  97.60  94.30
12. Qatari Riyal  22.70  21.15
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  22.00  20.65
14. Singapore Dollar  58.50  56.55
15. South African Rand  4.80  4.50
16. Swedish Kroner  7.95  7.70
17. Swiss Franc  84.10  80.95
18. Turkish Lira  4.70  4.40
19. UAE Dirham  22.50  21.15
20. US Dollar  80.95  79.20
21. Japanese Yen (100)  58.85  56.95
22. Korean Won (100) 6.30  5.90

The global LNG bunkering 
fleet numbers 30 ships with 
additional 16 ships on the 

order book
The International Gas Union 

(IGU) published the 13th edition of 
the IGU, describing the current state 

of the LNG industry, and the most 
important trends.

The global fleet of LNG 
bunkering ships continues growing. 
According to the World LNG report 
published  by the International Gas 
Union (IGU), the LNG bunkering 
fleet grew by nine vessels in 2021 
and two vessels in the first four 
months of 2022, bringing the 

Wärtsilä announces that it 
has completed its orderly 
exit from the Russian 

market following its announcement 
of scaling down activities in April 
2022, according to the company’s 
release. All adjustments and 
closures of Wärtsilä’s operations 
were completed in accordance with 
local regulations.

The company has fully 
committed to complying with all 
trade sanctions applicable to its 
operations, and it has now ceased all 
business operations in Russia across 
all business units.

As part of the exit, the Wärtsilä 
Digital Technologies (WDT) 

Russia’s export reduction 
and import growth over the 
recent two months force the 

Bank of Russia decrease estimation 
of the balance of foreign trade in 
goods and services, according to the 
half-year review of the Institute for 
Energy and Finance (IEF)obtained 
by IAA PortNews.

“For the second consecutive 
month, we see the decrease of 
the Bank of Russia’s estimation 
of the goods and services trade 
balance. Obviously, the Bank of 
Russia sees either export reduction 
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LNG Bunkering Demand And Supply Is 
Growing - International Gas Union (IGU)

Wartsila Completes Russian Market Exit

Russia’s Export Reduction And Import 
Growth Resulted In Decrease Of Trade 

Balance Estimation – IEF Study

global fleet total to 30. There are 
an additional 16 vessels on the 
order book, to be delivered across 
the globe. The typical size of these 
vessels is increasing over time – 
average capacity of the active fleet 
is 7,200 cm, while the average 
capacity of vessels on the orderbook 
is 9,200 cm.

O p e r a t i o n 
of Russia’s 
first LNG 
b u n k e r i n g 
ship Dmitry 
Mendeleev was 
described by 
representatives 
o f 
Gazpromneft 
Marine Bunker 
at the 5th 
LNG Fleet, 

LNG Bunkering and Alternatives 
conference held by PortNews 
Media Group on 27 October 
2021. Designing of Russia’s new 
LNG bunkering ship ordered by 
Gazprom LNG Technologies LLC 
is underway.

“As the global shipping fleet 
turns to LNG to decarbonise and 
adhere to stricter environmental 

office in Saint Petersburg has 
been closed. In accordance with 
local regulations, a reduced team 
will conduct final procedures to 
complete the closure, however all 
operations have ceased. Wärtsilä 
has built new R&D capabilities 
outside of Russia to secure the 
uninterrupted delivery of customer 
commitments.

In May/June, Wärtsilä signed 
agreements to sell the Transas 
Navigator business and Wärtsilä 
Vostok LLC to the local management 
of the companies. Transas Navigator 
will operate as an independent 
company and will continue to serve 
its local customers. Wärtsilä does 
not provide or deliver any services 
or parts to the Transas Navigator 

or import growth, or, most likely, 
both,” explains Sergey Kondratyev, 
Deputy Head of the IEF Economic 
Department.

According to the Institute, exports 
in the first half of 2022 totaled 
$297.8 billion (almost 1.5 times as 
much as in the same period of 2021), 
imports — $117.1 billion (-14%). 
Despite the sanctions against Russia 
imposed from February 2022, 
Russia’s exports in monetary terms 
are still high owing to the growth of 
prices for commodities and energy 
resources. At the same time, June 
exports to the EU reached its record 
low from the beginning of the year 

regulations, LNG bunkering demand 
and supply is growing,” – reads the 
IGU report. “There are currently 
84 LNG bunkering facilities at 
terminals and ports globally, with 
49 in Europe, 24 in Asia, six in 
North America, four in Australia 
and one in South America”. Global 
liquefaction capacity reached 459.9 
million tonnes per year in 2021.

“Gas and renewables will 
be the two major pillars of 
decarbonisation,” stressed IGU 
Secretary General Milton Catelin 
adding that “LNG plays a critical 
role in assuring the fundamentals of 
global energy security and economic 
stability, and this role has never been 
greater than it is now.”

Russia continues playing a 
significant role in the development 
of LNG powered shipping which is 
likely to increase amid the global 
energy crisis. This will be in the 
focus of experts and market players 
at the 6th conference “LNG Fleet, 
LNG Bunkering and Alternatives” 
which is to be held by PortNews 
Media Group on 2 November 
2022 in Moscow. The work on the 
programme is underway – proposals 
and suggestions are welcome.

business following the divestment.
The team previously working 

for Wärtsilä Vostok LLC continues 
under a newly established company, 
V-Vostok LLC, which will continue 
to provide marine equipment 
maintenance services locally. 
Following the divestment, Wärtsilä 
does not provide maintenance 
services in Russia.

The financial impact of these 
divestments is in line with the 
provisions taken in the first quarter 
of 2022 and therefore do not have 
material impact on Wärtsilä’s Q2 
financials.

Wärtsilä is one of the global 
leaders in innovative technologies 
and lifecycle solutions for the 
marine and energy markets.

— $18 billion. In June, exports to 
‘unfriendly countries’ decreased 
with the reduction of gas supplies to 
Europe and continuing reduction of 
Russian goods supplies to the U.S., 
the Institute explains. China and 
India account for about $10 billion of 
Russian exports in monetary terms, 
which is close to a record high result.

“Imports started recovering in 
June from the minimum reached in 
April-May. Supplies from Japan, 
Taiwan and S. Korea rose slightly, 
imports from the EU and China 
increased by about 10%, month-
on-month,” emphasized Sergey 
Kondratyev.
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Mr.T.R.Kesavan, Group 
President (Corporate 
Relations & Alliances) 

, TAFE Ltd. has been elected as 
President and Mr Ramkumar Shankar, 
Managing Director, Chemplast 
Sanmar Ltd. as the 
Vice President in 
the 186th Annual 
General Meeting 
of the Madras 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
held on 22nd July 2022 at Hotel ITC 
Grand Chola, Chennai.

Madras Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
Gets New President, Vice President
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Government of India introduced 
private sector participation in Major 
Ports to infuse funds, induct latest 

technology, improve management practices 
and for addition of capacity and enhancement 

of functional efficiency. Public- Private-
Partnership (PPP), mode of development was 
introduced in the Indian port sector in mid 
1990s along with other infrastructure sectors. 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority entered into 
the first agreement with the private player, viz, 
Nhava Sheva International Container Terminal 

Maritime Public Private Partnership Conclave Held in Chennai
(NSICT) in July 1997 making it the first Port 
Terminal to be developed on PPP basis. Since 
then, PPP mode has become the  preferred  
mode  of Infrastructure  Development in  Major  
Ports accounting for nearly 90% of the new 
investment in Berth /Terminal infrastructure.

The very first agreement between the 
concessioning authority and 
concessionaire on PPP mode 
completed its 25 years of success 
in July 2022. To commemorate 25 
years of Public Private partnership 
(PPP) in the development of Major 
Port Sector, Chennai Port, Kamarajar 
Port and V. O. Chidambaranar Port 
have jointly organized Maritime PPP 
Conclave on 21st and 22nd of July, 
2022 at Hotel Raintree, Teynampet, 
Chennai. FICCI was the organizing 
partner for the event.

The Maritime PPP Conclave 
provided a forum for the stakeholders 
from different facets of EXIM Trade 
to come together, interact and share 
their knowledge and experiences.  
This knowledge sharing platform 
also enabled them to share the best 
practices, present trends, challenges 
and future opportunities ahead. 

It is expected that such interactions 
through PPP Conclave will further 

encourage Public Private Partnerships in Port 
Industry and lead to the development of state of 
the art infrastructure in the port and drastically 
improve the logistics efficiency parameters.

During the inauguration ceremony of the 
Maritime PPP Conclave, Shri. S Krishnan IAS, 
Additional Chief Secretary (Industries), GoTN 
was the Chief Guest and Shri Muruganandam 
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The International Association of Ports 
and Harbors (IAPH) is delighted to 
announce the appointment of Ennarasu 

Karunesan as official representative of IAPH 
in India.

Ennarasu is a Mechanical Engineer 
with more than 33 years of leadership in 
the maritime and ports sector, having held 
prominent C-Level posts at ports and terminals 
in Asia and the Indian Subcontinent as well 
as serving the Mumbai Port Authority. He 
currently serves as an advisor to Indian Ports.

With a Master’s Degree in Management 
from Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of 
Management Studies, Mumbai, 
Ennarasu has a wide range of 
management experience in ports, 
container terminals, freight 
stations and inland container 
depots, as well as integrated end-
to-end supply chain logistics. 
He introduced innovative port 
technologies and developed 
maritime infrastructure with safe 
& sustainable operations.

He has experience working 
for the Indian government, 
namely the Port Authority of 
Mumbai, in the late nineteen 
eighties. With two spells in 
Malaysia from 1996 onwards, he played a key 
role in establishing the renowned Westport 
Container Terminal in Port Klang, Malaysia 
as its General Manager of operations and then 
as CEO (2001 - 2004).

Following success there he returned to India 
and occupied several senior posts including 
Director & Chief Executive Officer, Chennai 
Container Terminal Ltd.(CCT), Dubai Ports 
World (2004 - 2015) and Joint President and 
CEO of the Adani Ports & Special Economic 
Zone, Gujarat, India (2015 - 2019). At Mundra 
Port he oversaw the exponential increase in 
capacity with the development of two major 
container terminals. The port has now has 
become the largest in India with 30-plus 
berths and an annual volume of more than 150 
million tons of cargo. 

International Association of Ports and 
Harbors Appoints Ennarasu Karunesan 

as IAPH Representative in India
Commenting on the appointment, IAPH 

Managing Director Patrick Verhoeven, said: 
“We are pleased to have Ennarasu on board 
to increase our profile and activities with 
Indian ports. We believe that Indian ports, 
terminal operators and EXIM trade partners 
have a key role to contribute to the world 
ports community in the areas of energy 
transition, data collaboration and resilience 
and the IAPH can represent their interests 
effectively on the world stage. Ennarasu 
will introduce them to the potential benefits 
of working closer with IAPH and its port 
member colleagues from around the world. 
This reflects the prominent rise of Indian 
trade in the world economy.”

The appointment 
coincides with the associate 
membership of India’s first 
high tech company Kale 
Info Solutions, who joined 
IAPH at its 2022 World Port 
Conference in Vancouver in 
May.

Founded in 1955, the 
International Association 
of Ports and Harbors 
(IAPH) has developed into 
a global alliance of 166 
port authorities, including 
many of the world’s 

largest port operators as well as 130 port-
related businesses. Comprised of 87 different 
nationalities across the world’s continents, 
member ports handle approximately one third 
of the world’s sea-borne trade and well over 
60% of the world container traffic. With its 
NGO consultative status recognized by the 
IMO, ECOSOC, ILO, UNCTAD, UNEP, 
and WCO, IAPH leads global port industry 
initiatives on decarbonization and energy 
transition, risk and resilience management, 
and accelerating digitalization in the maritime 
transport chain.

Its World Ports Sustainability Program 
has grown into the reference database of best 
practices of ports applying the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and integrating them into 
their businesses.
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Email: aeclear@gmail.com
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• Clearing & Forwarding Services
• Sea, Air Freight Services 
• Break Bulk Cargo Handling
• Container Movements 
• Supply Chain Managements
• Warehousing Arrangements

IAS, Additional Chief Secretary (Finance), 
GoTN was the Guest of Honour.

Shri T. K. Ramachandran IAS, Chairperson, 
V.O. Chidambaranar Port, Shri Sunil Paliwal 
IAS, Chairperson, Chennai Port and CMD 
Kamarajar Port, Shri. S Balaji Arunkumar 
IRTS, Deputy Chairperson, Chennai Port, 

Shri. Sanjay Kumar, GM(CS&BD), Kamarajar 
Port, Other senior officers of the 3 Major 
Port and the stakeholders of the EXIM Trade 
participated in the event enthusiastically.

On the second day, Dr. Malini V Shankar, 
Vice Chancellor of Indian Maritime University, 
addressed the gathering. 

Mr.T.R.Kesavan 
President 

Mr Ramkumar Shankar 
Vice President


