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Experts in wooden pallet fumigation 
and Heat Treatment
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•   India’s 1st Fumigation company to be  accredited  
with NSPM 12 Standards

•  Fumigation of wooden packing material as per  
ISPM 15 standards

• Heat treatment for wooden packing material

•  AFAS accredited fumigation agency (Australian Quarantine) 

•	 Phyto	Sanitary	Certificate	Arrangements

•	 Container	Fumigation	•	Ship	Fumigation	Experts

•	 Ware	House	Fumigation	•	Disinfestation	of	Vessels

•  All Type of Residential & Commercial Pest Control Services

Complimenting on the 
text of the India-UAE 
Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA), 
Dr A Sakthivel, President, FIEO, 
on 27 March 2022 said that the 
elaborate chapter-wise classification 
of various subject such 
as Trade in Goods, 
Trade in Services, Rules 
of Origin, Minimum 
requirements, SPS, TBT, 
Customs Procedure and 
Trade Facilitation, Trade 
Remedies, Digital Trade 
etc will be help in easy 
adaptation by the industry 
and will also eliminate 
interpretation issues to 
a large extent. This will 
lead to far better utilization of CEPA 
from India as well as UAE.

The inclusion of a few 
government agencies for issuance 
of the Certificate of Origin will 
help the trade and streamline the 
process. Since these certificates 
will be issued on- line, verification, 
if required, will be expedited thus 
helping the trade. Better monitoring 
of utilization of FTA would also be 
possible through digital intervention, 
said FIEO Chief.

The CEPA will open vistas of 
opportunity of trade, both of goods 
and services, besides investment 
between India and UAE. UAE is 
currently India’s second-largest 
export destination next only to the 
US and our exports growth to UAE 
has been very encouraging in the 
past, added President, FIEO. In the 
first eleven months of the current 
financial year, our exports to the 
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UAE have already 
crossed US$ 20 
Bn. While exact 
tariff concessions 
are not known, a 
CEPA with UAE 
will be extremely 
beneficial to Indian 
exports particularly for the labour-
intensive sectors like agriculture and 

processed food including 
meat and marine products, 
gems & jewellery, apparel 
& textiles, leather & 
footwears as well as other 
sectors like engineering, 
organic chemicals, plastics, 
paper & paper products, 
iron & steel, electrical and 
electronics, automobile 
and auto components 
and pharmaceuticals. 
Indian companies will 

gain in services like travel & 
tourism, logistics, IT & ITES, 
Health, Education, Audio Visual and 
construction services.

The FTA will result in exponential 
growth in India’s exports to UAE 
and also will open the market to 
other GCC countries, said FIEO 
Chief, as GCC countries also follow 
the same technical standards as 
applicable to UAE paving the way 
for greater market access to Indian 
goods in GCC market. This may 
be used as a template for similar 
agreements with the GCC countries.

UAE is also a re-distribution 
centre and a financial hub. Much 
of exports to Africa is routed 
through Dubai. The signing of 
FTA will encourage setting up of 
warehousing/distribution centres in 
the UAE for exports to Africa. Lot 
of African buyers come to Dubai 
and place orders from there itself 
and thus showcasing Indian goods 
in UAE will be a very good strategy 
for marketing our products and 
services in the African continent 
said Dr Sakthivel. The proposal to 
set up an “India Mart” in Dubai will 
further supplement this objective.

The CEPA will facilitate investment 
through sovereign funds of the UAE 
in various facets of infrastructure 
as well as in some of the sectors 
identified under the PLI Scheme. 
UAE companies will be encouraged 
to produce in India and cater to both 
Indian and UAE markets with duty-
free access now, said Dr Sakthivel.

Comprehensive CEPA Will 
Result in Greater Utilization 
From Both Sides: FIEO Chief 
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Lok Sabha Passes Demand For 
Grant Under Control Of Ministry Of 

Ports, Shipping And Waterways

Union Minister of Port, 
Shipping and Waterways 
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal 

said  in Lok Sabha that the immense 
potential of waterways in India has 
only been truly realised in the last 
seven years under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. 

Shri Sonowal was replying to the 
discussion on Demand for Grant 
under control of Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, which 
was passed by the Lok Sabha later.

The Minister stated that the 
infrastructure created due to 
Maritime India Vision 2030 and 
Sagarmala under the guidance of 
Prime Minister has led to huge gains 
in the EXIM and domestic trade 
of India, 95% of which is done via 
the maritime sector. He said  India 
has a long 7,517 km coastline with 
11 Major Ports and 200 Non Major 
Ports which are being developed 
by state governments. He said Port 
led industrialization, connectivity, 
infrastructure, fishing harbour, 
tourism, coastal community 
development all states will benefit 
hugely from the works being 
undertaken.

The  Minister highlighted the 
comparative growth of Ports ,he 
said EoDb ranking was 134 till 
2014, now it is 68. Capacity of 
Major Port till 2014 was 800.52 

MTPA, now it is 1560.61 MTPA, 
the capacity of  Non Major Ports 
which was 689 MTPA till 2014 is 
now 1224 MTPA.

Shri Sonowal shed light on 
growing inland waterways sector. 
“For the first time, cargo vessel from 
Patna reached Pandu traversing 
2350 km via Bangladesh. This is 

a realisation of the full potential 
of North East by Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, with the 
development of connectivity and 
communication. Due to this farmers, 
entrepreneurs of the North East can 
find their place in India and world 
markets. I thank the Prime Minister 
for this,” the Minister said.

The Minister  stated how changes 
in legislation are helping develop 
quality and facilities at ports. “All 
ports are performing now. Most 
ports are profitable now. You look 
at Cochin Shipyard Limited which 

is doing such great work, they have 
made India’s first indigenously 
developed Aircraft Carrier, a true 
example of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 
It is now building for the first time 
12,000 cubic meter Suction Dredger, 
which were brought from outside 
before. This is good governance, 
powerful government.”

The  minister also highlighted 
the increasing number of India’s 
seafarers. He stated that the number 
of seafarers which was 1,17,090 
till 2014 has now increased to 
2,05,787. He also spoke about how 
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways and Ministry of Fishing 
is developing Fishing Harbour, 31 
of which has been developed under 
Sagarmala, that is enabling the 
fishing community to lead a life of 
dignity and prestige. 

Shri Sonowal spoke about 
the transformative aspect of PM 
GatiShakti by which an integrated 
approach is being taken up to give 
speed to India’s growth. “Led by 
the vision of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi  PM GatiShakti 
is bringing various line ministries 
closer. The meaning of PM 
GatiShakti is that we have to work 
together. Sense of togetherness is the 
key of PM GatiShakti. This is such 
a great vision which will benefit all 
sections of the people of the country, 
foster competitiveness and make us 
stand with the world,” he added.

Dr A Sakthivel 
FIEO President
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A New Wave of Inflation
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Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell and his counterparts like European 
Central Bank board member Fabio Panetta have described inflation as “transitory” 
again and again, but that well-worn term is starting to sound almost as out of place 

as “fifteen days to slow the spread.” Maybe inflation is here to stay? 
Nobody believes that prices will go back to the level they were at in 2020. That would 

require deflation, where the cost of goods and services trends down, not up. In that 
scenario, consumers delay purchases and save money because whatever they are 
planning on buying will be cheaper down the line. This puts pressure on businesses 
facing top-line revenue reductions, compelling them to cut their bottom-line costs to stay 
afloat. 

That means negotiating lower prices with their suppliers, which perpetuates the same 
problem downstream. Or what is far more likely, businesses cut costs by firing workers 
and shutting down sites. The goal is to have stable, Goldilocks prices. This traditionally 
has been understood as prices rising two percent or less in a given year. The U.S.’s 10-
year inflation average for the years 2011-2020 was 1.75 percent; for the Eurozone, 1.28 
percent. 

In other words, in Europe and America central banks have done a decent job. We’ve 
all gotten used to the idea that, from one year to the next, prices may go up a little, but 
there won’t be any sudden or surprising movements.

In India we are at crossroads. Even though RBI’s inflation projections have a 
wide range of possibilities, the consumer inflation expectations 1-year hence have 
been anchored at around 11% for the past year (unlike say in the US, where inflation 
expectations have consistently moved higher). Indian consumers believe that the rise in 
inflation is transitory.

However, geopolitical risks (Ukraine war risks higher food and fertilizer prices) as well 
investment demand (ESG, which would use up energy/metals to create a cleaner world) 
bodes higher inflation. It is likely that if supply side inflation continues, the inflationary 
expectations will eventually rise. RBI may need to be more assertive to control inflation – 
better perhaps to stomp out the smoke rather than fight a fire. The RBI’s action in the next 
few months remains critical in deciding the path of the Indian economy for years to come.

At least until now. Year-over-year inflation for 2021 hit five percent in the E.U. and 
seven percent in the U.S., shooting well past anything anyone regards as acceptable. 
Quarter by quarter, both economies racked up numbers not seen since the 1980s. 

Word on the street is even more dire. Some older cars are selling for more than 
they cost when they were new. And dealerships are selling out of new stock as soon as 
it arrives, perhaps because the manufacturer’s suggested retail price for a new car is 
cheaper than buying a used one. Martin Weiss of Deutsche Automobil Treuhand (DAT) 
remarked: “The price increases are often five to 15 percent. In individual cases they can 
be significantly more. It’s crazy what we’re seeing.” And that’s another facet of inflation: If 
prices don’t move up fast enough to stay in line with the market, the result is a shortage. 
People snap up assets because they immediately feel the value. 

This depletes the supply chain, which has trouble replenishing itself with new 
product because the cost of production has, in the meantime, gone beyond the revenue 
generated at the final point of sale. When this self-reinforcing price spiral becomes 
sufficiently powerful, it compels companies to increase prices faster and faster – quarterly 
or monthly, rather than once a year.

Take Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI), South Korea’s largest shipyard, where newbuild 
prices are up 12 percent year-over-year. HHI was paying more for steel plate to fill its 
existing orders, so it suffered a loss. Steel plate makes up 90 percent of the material used 
in fabricating a typical commercial vessel. HHI’s situation – prices for its products are up 
but its bottom line is underwater – is what triggers the inflationary spiral. 

Shipbuilding contracts are normally divided into four parts with specific triggers: a 
down payment due upon signing, a second installment due upon cutting the first steel 
plate, a third installment due upon keel-laying, and the remainder due upon launch. All 
of these installments add up to a single, total price for the newbuild, which is usually 
non-variable.

This model works in a low-inflation environment with stable costs. An owner could 
calculate a price, obtain financing and then, ideally, amortize the vessel via a long-term 
charter party after paying the shipyard. To avoid the situation HHI is in now, wherein it 
absorbs the shock from rising steel prices, it will need to contractually offload those price 
problems onto the owner. Two possibilities are available. First, the price of the newbuild 
doesn’t need to be quantified up front; rather, it can move in line with the market and the 
owner will only know what his ship will cost after it finally launches. Typically, this construct 
is achieved by building price adjustment clauses into the shipbuilding contract requiring 
the owner to cover costlier materials or even higher labor costs and new taxes and fees.

Second, cost-plus contracts may come into vogue, which require the owner to 
reimburse the shipyard for all of the vessel’s building costs plus guarantee a fixed, 
predetermined margin of profit for the yard. Both of these contractual mechanisms 
protect against inflation but make life hard for the buyer. 

Especially tricky is the fact that the owner will only be able to quote a charter party rate 
after the newbuild is launched since any risk in the commitments made to the shipyard 
will need, in turn, to be passed on to the charterer. Thus, the charterer will necessarily 
pass that risk on to the cargo side, i.e., to shippers, who will, spiral-style, ask consignees 
for more money. This is what is meant by “perpetuating the same problem downstream.”

Curtailing inflation through monetary policy is a lesser problem when there is demand 
driven inflation – as high growth led to such an inflation in the first place. In supply-driven 
inflation, the monetary policy impact can be high as the growth may not be robust to 
begin with. Imagine if the central banks hike the rates, and soon after, the supply shocks 
to inflation evaporate, the central banks’ actions would have led to fall in demand and 
growth, even though the inflation would have receded by itself.
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There are signs regulatory 
scrutiny in China may start 
easing following months of 

clampdown on its tech giants — but 
investors remain divided on what 
it could mean for Chinese stocks, 
according to CNBC.

Chinese stocks have bounced 
back following the release of a 
Chinese state media report last 
week signaling support for Chinese 
markets and calling for closure on 
a months-long tech crackdown by 
Beijing.

The rebound came after days 
of big losses as investor fretted 
over a myriad of concerns — from 
the economic impact of a Covid 
outbreak in China to comments by 
JPMorgan calling China’s internet 
sector “uninvestable.”

Still, the Shanghai composite in 
mainland China remains 10% lower 
year-to-date as of Wednesday’s 
close, while the Shenzhen 
component has plunged more than 
16% in the same period.

In Hong Kong, the Hang Seng 
index is still down more than 5% 
so far this year — even after last 
week’s gains of more than 4%, 
and after rising more than 3% on 
Tuesday.

One month after it trapped 
dozens of foreign ships in 
Ukraine and damaged five 

with missile strikes, the government 
of Russia claims that it will now 
allow foreign-flag vessels to depart 
through a safety corridor.

“The Russian Federation creates a 
humanitarian corridor for the exit of 
foreign ships from Ukrainian ports 
into the open sea, which is a safe 
strip for the movement of ships from 
the assembly area located 20 miles 
south-east of [Chornomorsk] port,” 
Mikhail Mizintsev, chief of Russia’s 
National Defense Management 
Center, said in a statement.

If the corridor is opened as 
described, and if Russian forces do 
not further attack merchant ships in 
transit, the arrangement will provide 
much-needed relief for hundreds of 
foreign seafarers who are trapped 
in and around Odesa. Nearly 70 
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China may be looking to ease 
regulations. Is it time to invest?

Russia May Create Safe Corridor To 
Release Foreign Ships From Ukraine

TIME TO START INVESTING?
“Even after the rebound we still 

see valuation as attractive,” Jack Siu, 
chief investment officer of Greater 
China at Credit Suisse, told CNBC’s 
“Street Signs Asia” on Friday.

Prior to the recent bounce in 
China’s markets, valuations had been 
at close to 10-year lows, Siu said.

“It’s going to be volatile, but it’s 
time to start dipping our toes in,” he 
said

The stock markets have priced 
in sufficient risk premium on issues 
such as Covid in China and lingering 
concerns over the real estate market, 
he added.

INVESTABLE BUT BE 
CAREFUL

Management consultant Richard 
Martin, on the other hand, warned 
that China is “investable but as a 
policy-controlled market.”

Any market that falls around 
30% in 10 days due to policy 
and geopolitical concerns — 
and then bounces back after the 
announcement of government 
support, is driven by policy and 
not the value or performance of 
its companies, said Martin, who is 
managing director at IMA Asia.

“You can invest. Just make sure 
you’ve understood the political/
policy winds,” Martin said.

vessels are expected to participate, 
Mizintsev said. 

The news arrives just in time: 
according to the International 
Chamber of Shipping, at least one of 
the vessels stuck in Ukraine is down 
to several days’ worth of food, and 
resupply options are limited. 

At least some shipowners who 
are affected by the blockade have 
been working to repatriate foreign 
crews and replace them with local 
Ukrainian seafarers while awaiting 
further developments. The switch 
is challenging because Ukraine 
has implemented mandatory 
mobilization for all men between 
the ages of 18-60. Only Ukrainian 
seafarers above this age range are 
legally available for crew change, 
and that pool is limited.

Other maritime stakeholders are 
working to help Ukrainian seafarers’ 
families depart to safer locations. 
A charitable working group – the 
International Transport Workers’ 

‘TOUGH ROAD AHEAD’
Meanwhile, Michael Yoshikami 

from Destination Wealth Management 
said it will be a “tough road ahead” 
for Chinese firms as the regulatory 
environment remains uncertain.

“Just because they say they’re 
going to have some sort of 
foundation built for Chinese stocks, 
I still think the Chinese government 
wants things stabilized,” said 
Yoshikami, founder and CEO at the 
firm. “It’s still going to be pretty 
active, and I think investors should 
be pretty cautious of the China 
sector right now.”

Investors are now also watching 
for moves on the policy front in 
China as Beijing seeks to meet its 
gross domestic product growth 
target of about 5.5% for 2022. 

“We expect China’s policymakers 
to be proactive in supporting growth 
from here. On the macro front, in 
the coming weeks we now expect 
both an interest rate cut and a 
reduction to the reserve requirement 
ratio (RRR) for banks, as well as a 
strong increase in fiscal spending 
support for the economy,” Salman 
Ahmed, global head of macro and 
strategic asset allocation at Fidelity 
International, in a note.

RRR refers to the amount of 
funds banks need to hold in reserve.

Federation (ITF), the Marine 
Transport Workers’ Trade Union 
of Ukraine (MTWTU) and ship 
manager V.Group – have put funding 
and organization in place to get 
Ukrainian seafarers’ families out of 
the country to safe accommodations 
in Romania and Poland. They can 
stay for one week, free of charge, 
and the group provides onsite 
support for their journey onwards.

The ITF has provided initial 
funds of $200,000 to kickstart the 
project, in cooperation with the 
ITF Seafarers’ Trust. The group is 
calling on the industry to provide 
support and funding to sustain the 
initiative.

“Our thoughts are with everyone 
caught up in this conflict,” said 
David Heindel, Chair of the ITF 
Seafarers’ Trust and Chair of the ITF 
Seafarers’ Section. “I hope that as 
our humanitarian efforts continue, 
we can persuade other companies to 
join in and contribute to funding.”

Improperly Loaded Cargo Ship  
Heels Over In India Losing Boxes

A small containership registered 
in Bangladesh heeled over 
and partially sank at India’s 

Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) port on 
Thursday sending crewmembers 
running for safety and numerous 
boxes falling into the harbor. Port 
officials reported that the vessel 
had just completed loading and 
was due to depart for Chittagong in 
Bangladesh on 25 March.

‘’The vessel... suddenly capsized 
within 15 mins at 10:40 am. An 
inquiry into the incident has been 
ordered,’’ a spokesperson for the 
local port authority told reporters. 

The Marintrust 01 is a 3,400 

dwt vessel built just four years ago 
and operating on a regular route 
between India and Bangladesh. The 
vessel, which is 272 feet long, had 
arrived in Kolkata on Tuesday from 
the Indian port of Sagar and was 
loaded with a total of 165 containers 
when it suddenly without warning 
tilled causing containers to fall into 
the harbor. The vessel which has a 
capacity of 244 TEU came to rest at 
an angle away from the dock with 
containers continuing to shift and 
fall due to the angle.

 Reports said that 18 of the 20-
foot containers sunk in the harbor 
while 10 of the 40-foot containers 
were floating in the water. A tug 
came alongside to assist while 

ropes were attached to secure the 
floating containers. A spokesman 
for the shipping company said he 
did not know the contents of the 
boxes.

Habibur Rahman, manager of 
Dhaka-based Mango Logistics 
Limited, charterer of the vessel, 
told local media that the berth 
operator failed to properly handle 
the vessel while loading laden 
containers thus it lost balance and 
partially sank. “We are trying to 
recover the vessel,” he pointed out.

Officials said operations in the 
port continued normally after the 
accident while they also worked 
to secure the containers from the 
harbor.
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It is now less than 15 months 
since the birth of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA) on New Year’s Day 2021. 
The setting up of the free trade area 
(FTA) was announced amidst much 
fanfare.

With the sole exception of 
Eritrea, the other 54 African 
nations are signatories to the 
agreement. Over time, ratifying 
counties pledge to eliminate tariff 
and non-tariff barriers on 97% 
of goods traded between African 
states. The hope has been expressed 
that AfCFTA will increase trade 
between African countries – which 
will, in turn, boost manufacturing 
and create jobs, bringing more 
prosperity and social equality to 
those on the continent.

According to the World Bank’s 
2020 report titled “The African 
Continental Free Trade Area: 
Economic and Distributional 
Effects”, implementation of 
AfCFTA is expected to boost the 
intracontinental trade by 81% and 
the exports to non-African markets 
by 19%.. These gains are expected to 
be driven by decreased tariffs which 
are unreasonably higher than global 
benchmarks and even more broadly, 

due to reduction of nontariff barriers 
through efficient trade facilitation 
measures at the borders.  

If one looks more closely at 
the ecosystem of free trade zones 
(FTZs) operating in Nigeria, known 
to be among the most progressive of 
the African countries, the Nigeria 
Export Processing Zones Authority 
(NEPZA) reveals that over 500 local 
and international companies have 
taken advantage of the 42 licensed 
FTZs under NEPZA’s umbrella, 
with about 20 of these FTZs being 
actually operative.

A wide range of enterprises 
operate in Nigeria’s Free Trade 
Zones – oil and gas companies, 
manufacturing industries, car 
assembling industries, steel rolling 
mills, pharmaceutical industries, 
food processing industries, and new 
upcoming Industrial Parks. 

The most significant entity 
among the free trade zones in 
Nigeria is Lagos Free Zone (LFZ), 
which is uniquely integrated with the 
deepest seaport in the region – the 
upcoming Lekki deep-sea port, that 
can service vessels of up to 18,000 
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The Free Trade Zone business –  
taking Nigeria to the world

TEU capacity due to available draft 
of -16.5m. Once Lekki port is fully 
operational in the last quarter of 
2022, its container terminal will 
boost Nigeria’s container handling 
capacity by 1.2 million TEUs, thus 
turning LFZ into a unique location 
that will provide tenants with a 
seamless and cost-efficient access to 
domestic, regional and international 
markets.

LFZ is an 850-hectare industrial 
development, a fully functional 
special economic zone located 65km 
East of Lagos in the Ibeju-Lekki 
axis, that has been in operation for 
close to 12 years. 300 hectares (35% 
of the total area) is being developed 
in Phase 1.

LFZ completed the land 
acquisition process in 2012, and has 
since invested over a decade into the 
development of critical industrial 
infrastructure, most importantly the 
Lekki Port project. Over the past ten 
years, we completed conceptualising 
and actualising the project to meet 
the requirements of international 
investors that are keen to bring FDI 
into Nigeria. 

Support infrastructure of top 
quality has been provided, such 
as Grade-A warehouses, prebuilt 
standard factories, central gas-based 
power station, high-quality internal 

roads and civil infrastructure. 
Facilities such as central processing 
centre, residential units, fire 
station, police station, truck park 
and medical facility enhance the 
ease of operations and emergency 
preparedness at LFZ. 

Tolaram, LFZ’s corporate parent, 
has been in Nigeria for over 45 
years, and has gone through a 
sustained learning curve which has 
helped it understand the challenges 
and opportunities that are peculiar 
to this market. This rich experience 
is being harnessed to ensure that 
access to the requisite industrial 
infrastructure to successfully 
operate and chart a growth path as 
an investor in Nigeria becomes as 
efficient as possible.

In addition, LFZ’s deep focus on 
Ease of Doing Business advantage 
comes into play when dealing 
with government agencies and 
paperwork. LFZ has two ways to 
address that – one is a one-stop-
shop where all agencies are under 
one roof, working hand in hand to 
ensure that the business entity faces 
no operational hassles. The second 

is that we have used technology 
in all our processes to get most of 
their transactions done digitally, 
thereby helping to eliminate red-
tape and archaic ways of business 
operations.

So far, the drive for participation 
by international investors has 
been very encouraging. The total 
deployed investments within LFZ to 
date stand at about Naira600 billion 
(US$1.2 billion). By the end of the 
year, our aim is to reach Naira1 
trillion (US$2billion).

We already have 23 business 
entities operating within the Zone, 
amongst which are Kellogg’s, BASF, 
Colgate-Palmolive, Arla, Indofoods, 
Power Oil, Lekki Freeport Terminal 
(a subsidiary of CMA Terminals), 
SANA Building Systems and 
CNC Logistics. We are expecting 
additional tenants because we have 
put in the necessary infrastructure 
to support efficient industrial 
operations and value-added services 
at LFZ. 

It is worth mentioning that 
these efforts have been received 
positively within the industry and 
have contributed to LFZ being 
recognized internationally by fDi 
Intelligence with the award of 
Highly Commended Free Zone in 
the Regional (Africa) category in 
the Global Free Zones of the Year 
2021 awards.

It must be underscored that the 
absence of a logistics infrastructure 
has been one of the biggest 
challenges preventing Nigeria from 
becoming the export hub of the 
African continent. The combination 
of Lekki Deep Sea Port, which will 
come online by the fourth quarter of 
2022, and Lagos Free Zone offers 
a unique ecosystem to traders and 
manufacturers in Nigeria and will 
consolidate our position as the 
economic epicentre of Lagos and 
Nigeria.

In sum, our vision is to become 
the preferred industrial and logistics 
hub in West Africa by offering 
world-class infrastructure, facilities 
and services, and we are glad with 
the progress we have made so far in 
realizing this vision.

Guest article by Dinesh Rathi,  
Chief Executive Officer, Lagos Free Zone Pacific International Lines 

(PIL) is pleased to introduce 
a new weekly direct service 

connecting key ports in China, 
Vietnam, Singapore and India’s East 
Coast.  The new service, known 
as China Vietnam India Service 
(CVI), will commence on 22 April 
2022 from Ningbo, China. It will be 
served by a consortium of vessels 
with an average capacity of 2200 
TEUs, jointly 
deployed by PIL, 
Regional Container 
Lines (RCL) and 
Interasia Lines 
(IAL).

This new 
service is part 
of PIL’s efforts 
to enhance its 
presence in India, 
and to offer a more 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
coverage for 
its customers by providing the 
additional connection between 
China, Vietnam, South East Asia 
and the East Coast of India.

Mr Tonnie Lim, Chief Trade 
Officer, PIL, said, “As a Singapore 
home grown shipping line, PIL’s 
strength lies in our connectivity 
within Asia, as well as between 
Asia and other key regions in the 
world.  This new service to India’s 
East Coast reflects our confidence 
in the growth potential of India, and 
our commitment to continue to seek 
new opportunities to expand our 
network into India.” 

The Saudi Ports Authority 
(Mawani) has launched 
a new initiative aiming 

at automating operations in the 
country’s ports.

During the launching ceremony 
of the Smart Ports initiative, 
Mawani signed three memoranda 
of understanding (MOUs) with 
telecommunications firms Ericsson 
and Huawei, port operator Saudi 
Global Ports Company (SGP), 
the Red Sea Gateway Terminal 
Company (RSGT) and port 
developer and operator DP World.

All parties will cooperate in 
accelerating and implementing 5G 
technology in both the logistics and 
operation sector to contribute to 
the automation of port operations. 
The partners will also cooperate 
in providing communications and 
information technology services 
as well as infrastructure, cloud 
computing services development, 
cybersecurity, application services, 
and platforms.

“Today, Saudi ports are entering 
a crucial stage of transforming into 
automated Smart Ports by adopting the 
technologies of the ‘Fourth industrial 
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The ports of call for the CVI 
service are:

Ningbo – Shanghai – Ho Chi 
Minh – Singapore – Chennai –  
Visakhapatnam – Port Kelang – 
Ho Chi Minh – Ningbo

For further information or 
assistance, please approach PIL’s 
local sales representatives. More 
information on PIL’s local sales 
representatives can be found at 
www.pilship.com

Incorporated in 1967, Pacific 
International Lines (PIL) is ranked 
12th among the world’s top 
container shipping lines.  From a 
modest ship-owner in Singapore, 
PIL has developed into a global 
carrier with a focus on China, Asia, 
Africa, Middle East, Latin America 
and Oceania.  Together with its sister 
companies Mariana Express Lines 
(MELL) and Malaysia Shipping 
Corporation, PIL serves customers 
at over 500 locations in more than 
90 countries worldwide with a fleet 
of around 100 container and multi-
purpose vessels.

revolution’ with their advanced 
applications besides relying on AI 
technology, IoT and technologies of 5G 
with the aim of raising the efficiency 
of the operational performance of 
Saudi port network and developing 
the marine transport system to enhance 
the Kingdom’s presence on the global 
logistics services map,” said Omar bin 
Talal Hariri,  President of Saudi Ports 
Authority.

Local ports play a pivotal role 
in achieving the goals of the Saudi 
Vision 2030 to increase the gross 
domestic product share of non-oil 
exports from 16% to 50%, especially 
since the ports account for more than 
90% of the Saudi export movement, 
he added.

The shift to smart ports is 
expected to contribute to stimulating 
and attracting investments in the 
sectors of ports, marine transport, 
logistics services, and developing 
Saudi exports and imports to and 
from local and global markets.

The initiative also aims 
contribute to preserving the marine 
environment through the adoption 
of clean and renewable energy and 
implementing the latest technology 
equipment in all operational 
processes in domestic ports.

PIL Enhances Coverage Of India’s 
East Coast With New China 
Vietnam India Service (CVI)

Saudi Ports To Automate 
Operations
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Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways organized an event to 
commemorate successful seven 

years of Sagarmala program. The highlight 
of the event was showcasing the exemplary 
performance, the flagship program of Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has 
achieved during the last 7 years. The mobile 
application of Sagarmala was launched by 
Union Minister, Ministry of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways (MoPSW) Shri Sarbananda 
Sonowal in the presence Minister of State, 
Shri Shripad Naik; Minister of State, 
Shri Shantanu Thakur; Secretary, 
Dr. Sanjeev Ranjan and other senior 
officials and dignitaries.

Speaking on the occasion Shri 
Sarbananda Sonowal said under 
the visionary leadership of Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the 
Sagarmala program was launched 
with the objective to improve ports’ 
efficiency. He said Quality service 
delivery has made Turnaround Time 
(containers) at Ports come down to 
26.58 hours from 44.70 hours in 
2013-14

The Minister said the report 
card of Ministry showcases 802 
projects worth Rs. 5.48 lakh Crore under the 
Sagarmala program targeted to be executed 
by 2035 out of which 194 projects worth Rs. 
99,000 Crore have been completed. A total 
of 29 projects worth Rs. 45,000 Crore have 
been successfully implemented under PPP 
model, thus, reducing the financial burden on 
the exchequer. Further, there are 218 projects 
worth Rs. 2.12 lakh Crore under construction 
and expected to be completed in 2 years’ time. 
This apart, 390 projects worth Rs. 2.37 Lakh 
Crore are under development pipeline.

Memorandum of Understanding
Memorandum of Understanding was signed 

between Shri P.L. Haranadh, Chairman, 
Paradip Port and Shri Anil Kumar Gupta, 
MD, Indian Port Rail & Ropeway Corporation 
Limited. (IPRCL) for Upgradation and 
Modernization of Paradip Fishing Harbour at 
a Cost of Rs. 99.75 crores.

    The Paradip Fishery Harbour is located 
on the right bank of River Mahanadi 2 KM off 
stream of river mouth in Odisha.  The Fishery 
Harbour spreads over an area of 39 acres, of 
which the basin area is 21 acres.  Currently, 
the Fishery Harbour is being used by more 
than 740 fishing vessels. The existing facilities 
are not upto international standards in terms of 

The cargo service introduced by the 
Kerala Maritime Board linking Kochi, 
Beypore, Azhikkal a Azhikkal and 

Kollam ports has been abandoned by shipping 
company J M Baxi Group, according to a 
report in onmanorama.

According to company officials, the decision 
was taken citing the failure of authorities 
in setting up the required infrastructure for 
moving cargo and the non-sanctioning of 
incentives, despite dues crossing Rs 1 crore.
Ship conducted 43 services in nine months

Chowgule – 8, owned by J M Baxi Group, 
had been providing cargo shipping facilities 
along the Kerala coast. The ship, which was 
flagged off by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
in August last year, 

conducted 43 services, carrying 3,330 
containers in the past nine months....

The ship, which arrived in Kochi from 
Beypore yesterday, was to move to Goa in 
the coming days. J M Baxi Group is planning 

washing, sorting, packing and loading the fish 
to trucks and maintaining harbour clean.  

In order to meet the international standards, 
thereby increasing export volume, the Govt. 
of India approved for upgradation and 
modernization of Fishery Harbour at Paradip 
at an estimated cost of Rs.99.75 crores with 
100% central financial assistance under 
Central Sector Scheme Component of Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Samapada Yojana (PMMSY). 
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
under Sagarmala contributing 50% of the 
Project cost and remaining 50% of the cost 
of the project is borne by the Department 
of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying, Govt. of India. The 
Paradip Port Authority will be implementing 
the project and grant for this project shall 
be released to the Paradip Port Authority in 
installments under Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Samapada Yojana (PMMSY).

Under this up-gradation project, the entire 
existing facilities will be removed and new 
facilities such as Fishing Auction Hall with 
A.C. and pressure washers, quay length, ice 
crushing units, markets, improved roads, 
covered parking areas, dormitory, public 
convenience, drinking water with RO 
facilities etc. will be created. Further, up 
gradation through automation of landing quay 
and Auction Hall to minimize human handling 
of fish, efficient disposal of liquid and solid 
waste by providing effluent treatment plant, 
provision of toxic and non-toxic waste 
receptacles will be in place. The erection of 
the entire upgradation/modernization shall be 
completed within a period of 18 months.

During this event an exhibition was 
also organized by major ports showcasing 
their Sagarmala projects. Paradip Port has 
put up a stall during the exhibition where 
Ministers visited and they are greeted by Shri 
P.L.Haranadh, Chairman.

to operate new services along the Mumbai-
Gujarat coast.

Lack of depth in Beypore, Azhikkal major 
hindrance

Chowgule – 8 can carry 106 containers of 
20 feet each at a time. However, due to the lack 
of depth in Beypore and Azhikkal channels, 
the ship could load only less than half of 
its capacity. It is difficult to carry even 20 
containers to Azhikkal port, where dredging 
has not taken place for years. The situation has 
come to such a pass that the ship has to wait 
off coast till the water level rise, costing the 
company fuel and time worth lakhs.

Though the Maritime Board has decided 
to increase the depth of Azhikkal channel 
by seven metres through reverse dredging 
method, which hardly incurs any cost, the port 
department is yet to give it.

The failure in properly setting up Customs’ 
Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) system at 
Azhikkal and Beypore is another reason that 
has caused hindrance in handling international 
cargo.

Mumbai
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“Today, I am standing in front of the real 
gems who took the Brand Maharashtra to the 
global market with their efforts and success 
in exports. These outstanding exporters of 
Maharashtra have captured the global market 
and I appreciate their milestone in this 
endeavour. Government of Maharashtra has 
identified 131 products with export potential 
across 36 districts under the One District One 
Product (ODOP) scheme. I am sure with the 
support of these exporters we can grow this 
potential export basket to as high as 1,000 
products in future,” said Hon’ble Shri. Subhash 
Desai, Minister (Industries, Mining, Marathi 
Language), Government of Maharashtra at 
the State Level Export Workshop and Export 
Awards Function held at WTC Mumbai. The 
event was supported by All India Association 
of Industries and MVIRDC World Trade 
Center Mumbai.

Speaking about the policy initiatives of 
Maharashtra in new age sectors, the Hon’ble 
Minister said, “Industry 4.0, Data Centers, 
Robotics and Electric Vehicle have been given 
top policy priority in the state. Maharashtra’s 
pioneering policies on IT, Data Center and 
Electric Vehicles are well appreciated and 
they serve as guiding light for other states. In 
the coming years, the state will be the hub for 
manufacturing Electric Vehicles.”

A key highlight of the event was the 
launch of the Maharashtra Export Promotion 
Portal that provides latest information on 
focus export products, potential markets, 
government policies, procedures and other 
guide materials for exports. During the event, 
Hon’ble Minister also launched the One 
District One Product Booklet that showcases 
131 focus products for exports from 36 
districts in Maharashtra.

Speaking on this occasion, Hon’ble Smt. 
Aditi Tatkare, Minister of State (Industries 
and Mining), Government of Maharashtra 
informed, “I am proud of the export and 
economic performance of Maharashtra in the 
last two years despite the disruption caused 
by the pandemic. Nobody can dislocate 
Maharashtra from numero uno position 
in exports. In the last two years, the state 
received a record USD 23.4 billion FDI, 
even amidst the pandemic. The extraordinary 
performance of the state is due to its emphasis 
on ease of doing business, quality manpower 
and infrastructure.”

In his remarks, Shri. Baldev Singh (IAS), 
Hon. Addl. Chief Secretary (Industries), 
Government of Maharashtra pointed out, 
“Maharashtra government has doubled the 
budget for spending on critical industrial 
infrastructure for the coming financial year. 
Under the GATI SHAKTI scheme, we are 
planning state master plan to align with the 
central master plan to boost logistics sector.  
The state is planning multi-modal logistics 
parks in Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad, Nagpur, 
Bhiwandi, Jalna etc.”

Shri. Singh further informed, “We are also 
working on a new policy for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), which will 
be launched soon. The state is also working 
on new IT & ITeS policy for services sector. 
Maharashtra is planning to launch a separate 
single window system under its IT & ITeS 

Policy. The state government has identified 
15 sunrise sectors for development, including 
additive manufacturing, Internet of Things, 
3D Printing etc.”

Shri. Singh concluded his remarks by 
pointing out that Maharashtra plans to support 
exports by giving thrust on infrastructure 
for quality certifications, improving cost 
competitiveness and introducing a competitive 
tax structure.

Earlier in his welcome remarks, Dr. Vijay 
Kalantri, President, All India Association 
of Industries (AIAI) Chairman, MVIRDC 
World Trade Center Mumbai said, “Already, 
Maharashtra ranks second in exports; still 
it has potential to increase its share from 
20% to 30% in the next few years. The state 
government may provide renewed thrust on 
value addition in agro commodities, chemicals 
and cotton.”

Also, Dr. Kalantri suggested the state 
government to set up a dedicated fund to 
promote exports. Maharashtra may also 
appoint a dedicated liaison officer to work 
closely with Ambassadors and consular 
corps of foreign countries in India. He 
pointed out, “WTC Mumbai can support the 
state government’s initiative in promoting 
exports as the Center receives more than 60 
trade delegations every year from various 
countries.”

Dr. Kalantri also recommended the 
state government to revive State Finance 
Corporation in Maharashtra to bridge the credit 
gap in the MSME sector. He also emphasised 
on the need to strengthen MSSIDC to support 
the raw material demand and marketing needs 
of small scale sector.

 The event was also addressed by Dr. 
Harshadeep Kamble (IAS), Development 
Commissioner (Industries) & Commissioner 
(Exports), Government of Maharashtra, Dr. R. 
Sampath Kumar, ITS, Joint Director General 
of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry, Government of India and other 
dignitaries.

Dr. Kamble informed that the state 
government aims to increase its annual exports 
from the current USD 60 billion to USD 100 
billion in the next few years.

As part of the program, Ms. Rupa Naik, 
Executive Director, MVIRDC WTC Mumbai 
moderated a panel session on Regional Export 
Action Plan with Joint Director of Industries 
of all the six divisions of Maharashtra.  The 
panel session generated discussion on the 
export potential and challenges faced by 
exporters in Pune, Nashik, Konkan, Mumbai, 
Aurangabad and Nagpur/Amravati divisions 
of Maharashtra.

During the event, the Hon’ble Minister 
felicitated more than 34 exporters for their 
outstanding performance during 2017-18. 
These exporters are engaged in manufacture 
and international marketing of products 
related to printing, rubber, chemicals, plastics, 
wooden articles, auto components, agro 
products, leather, pharmaceuticals, textile, 
biodiesel and other sectors.

The one-day event was attended by 
more than 500 delegates, including 
exporters, representatives from Export 
Promotion Councils, senior officials from 
Government of Maharashtra, DGFT and 
other organisations.

Maharashtra Identifies 131 
Products To Promote Exports 

From Districts: Shri. Desai

Paradip Port and IPRCL ink 
MoU to Upgrade and Modernize 

Paradip Fishing Harbour

Shipping Company Drops Cargo 
Service Along Kerala Coast

Visit
www.portwings.in

for Latest News



5
Mar. 30th - Apr. 5th, 2022 Issue

Dr A Sakthivel 
FIEO President

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone 
Ltd (“APSEZ”), the largest integrated 
transport utility in India and a part 

of the diversified Adani Group, has crossed 
a historic milestone by handling 300 MMT 
of cargo well ahead of the year end (March 
2022). APSEZ has registered unprecedented 
growth since it started operations just over 
two decades ago and continues to outperform 
all India cargo volume growth, with its market 
share rising rapidly.

“The acceleration of our cargo volumes is 
a manifestation of our ability to continue to 
execute on our strategy,” said Mr Karan Adani, 
CEO and Whole Time Director, APSEZ. 
“Our network of ports across the Indian 
coastline coupled with our integrated 
logistics capabilities, focus on technology 
enabled digitised operations and, most 
importantly, the deep relations that we 
have built with our customers and partners 
(that include the global shipping lines), 
are all coming together to make APSEZ 
a full-fledged integrated ports & logistics 
platform that augments each other. We 
anticipate our growth to continue to 
accelerate given our capabilities that are 
now best-in-class and the tailwind of a 
growing Indian economy.”

“This achievement also underlines the 
ability of APSEZ to adapt to fast paced changes 
due to global market and geopolitical volatility 
and continue its journey towards sustainable 
growth. I must thank our dedicated teams that 
drive our growth and our great workforce that 
makes it all happen on the ground. We are 
confident of reaching our goal of 500 MMT by 
2025 and emerge as the world’s largest private 
ports company by 2030.”

APSEZ has been continuously accelerating 
the time taken to increase cargo volumes. 

The Federation of Freight Forwarders’ 
Associations in India (FFFAI) and 
National Association of Freight & 

Logistics (NAFL) based in Dubai, UAE signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
an objective to record and form the basis of 
understanding between the said associations to 
strengthen, promote and develop co-operation 
on the basis of equality and mutual benefits. 
The Agreement was formally signed by Mr 
Shankar Shinde, Chairman, FFFAI and 
Ms. Nadia Abdul Aziz, President, NAFL.

As per the MoU, key areas of working 
jointly by FFFAI and NAFL are as 
follow: a) Trade Support, b) Technology 
Exchange, c) Women Participation, d) 
Youth Promotion, e) Members Support 
Safety f) Skill Development and Training 
g) Business Opportunities and h) Any 
other areas of cooperation.

The co-operation would also extend 
to identify and recommend members to 
securely do business and safeguard/protect 
them providing services and support pertaining 
to payment reliability.

“In view of the fact that there is a trend 
of increasing trade between India and UAE 
and Dubai being one of the strategic hubs 
of logistics operations, the MoU is very 
significant. Both FFFAI and NAFL are playing 
catalyzing roles in trade facilitation in their 
respective countries i.e. India and UAE. The 
MoU would further explore new areas for 
win-win benefits of the members of both the 
associations in terms of expansion of business 
and enhancement of skills,” shared Mr Shinde. 
With the recent signing of INDIA - UAE FTA, 
the trade between India and UAE is expected to 
touch USD 100 billion in the next 5 years with 
most Indian items are now duty free to UAE.   

FFFAI is the apex body and the sole 

While it took 14 years to achieve 100 MMT 
annually (with five ports in its portfolio), 
APSEZ doubled it to 200 MMT annually 
(with nine ports in its portfolio) in just the next 
five years. Now, with 12 ports in its portfolio, 
APSEZ’s milestone of handling 300 MMT 
annually has come about in just three years. 
Remarkably, the three-year journey from 200 
MMT to 300 MMT includes the two-year 
period of global economic slowdown due to 
the pandemic.

In parallel with ramping up its business 
operations, APSEZ has also significantly 
delivered on its commitments to sustainability. 
Energy and emission intensity has been 
reduced by around 30% from 2016 levels. 
Electrification of Rubber Tyred Gantry Cranes 

(RTGs) has been completed, and that of Quay 
Cranes and Mobile Harbour Cranes is in 
progress, with 2023 as the target completion 
year. Diesel-based Internal Transfer Vehicles 
(ITVs) are being replaced by electric ITVs. 
The first batch of 100 electric ITVs is likely 
to arrive in mid-2022 and the total count is 
expected to cross 400 in 2023. Another green 
port initiative is a 50% discount on Port Dues, 
Pilotage and Berth Hire Charges for ships using 
LNG as a fuel. With enhanced afforestation and 
several other green measures already underway, 
APSEZ is well on its way to achieving its target 
of carbon neutrality by 2025.

representative of 28 member associations 
from all over India representing 6500 custom 
brokers. The organisation is directly and 
indirectly connected with freight forwarders, 
shipping, end to end logistics and international 
trade & commerce.

NAFL was founded in Dubai in February 
1992 as mandated by the Government of 
Dubai to respond to the need to bring together 
the increasing number of freight and logistics 
service providers in the UAE. Apart from trade 
facilitation NAFL is playing the important 

role to spearhead relevant training programs, 
which are crucial in the development of a 
corporation, as well as the industry.

It is pertinent to mention that FFFAI and 
NAFL are the members of International 
Federation of Freight-Forwarders Associations 
(FIATA), representing freight forwarders in 
some 150 countries. Based in Geneva, FIATA’s 
membership is composed of 111 Associations 
Members and more than 5,500 Individual 
Members, overall representing an industry of 
40,000 freight forwarding and logistics firms 
worldwide.

The MoU was signed during the FFFAI 
delegation to World Expo 2020 in association with 
the Federation of Indian Export Organisations 
(FIEO) organised event- 3rd Logix 2022, started 
on March 21, 2022. in Dubai.
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As a part to elevate Indo-French relations 
in the land, air, and sea transport with 
sustainable solutions at the core of it, 

French Minister for Transport Jean-Baptiste 
Djebbari on 26 March 2022 visited Jawaharlal 
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), India’s premier 
container port. 

According to a media statement, 
French Minister for Transport discussed 
the contribution of French companies to 
developing Indian ports and logistics value 
chain, along with the execution of the joint 
master plan on the blue economy.

Upon arrival at the port the Shri Unmesh 
Shard Wagh, IRS, Dy. Chairman, JNPA gave 
a traditional welcome to French Minister for 
Transport Jean-Baptiste Djebbari and other 
French delegates.

While interacting with the French Transport 
Minister and other delegates Shri Unmesh 
Shard Wagh, IRS, Dy. Chairman, JNPA, 
said, “JNPA promotes and emphasizes on the 
sustainable solutions and land and sea transport 
systems, enabling meaningful participation in 
social and economic activities. JNPA provides 
multi-modal facilities and several projects that 
enable ease of operation that gives the finest 
experience to our customers and stakeholders.”

Talking about Indo-French relations, he 
added, “India and France are interested in 
progressive advancement in maritime domain 
and port sector and are also both enthusiastic 
trading partners.”

Commenting on India reaching a 
new milestone of US$ 400 Bn of 
merchandise exports in the current 

financial year, Dr A Sakthivel, President, 
FIEO said that it is entirely due to the vision 
and belief of the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
and his address to exporters on August 6, 
2021, which galvanised the 
entire exporting community 
and made them realise that 
such stupendous target is 
achievable. The ecosystem 
provided by the Government 
through various supportive 
measures contributed in no less 
measure. What is remarkable 
in this year’s exports is across 
sectors growth exhibited by 
both the employment-intensive 
and sunrise sectors of exports. 
These figures also reflect that 
exports have become more inclusive with 
participation of craftsmen, artisans, farmers, 
fishermen, women entrepreneurs and small 
businesses, added Dr Sakthivel.

We are also grateful to the Hon’ble 
Commerce & Industry Minister for constantly 

During their visit to JNPA, a presentation 
was displayed giving them a glimpse of the 
projects at JNPA. Later, they were taken for 
a port visit. At the time of the port tour, they 
were shown the overall functioning of the port 
and the latest development work in the port.

Minister of State for Transport of France 
Jean-Baptiste Djebbari during his visit to 
JNPA and interacting with our Dy. Chairman 

Shri Unmesh Sharad Wagh, IRS, 
appreciated JNPA’s green port 
initiatives and the steps taken 
towards sustainable development.

The Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Authority (JNPA) at Navi Mumbai is 
one of the premier container handling 
ports in India. Commissioned on 
26th May 1989, in less than three 
decades of its operations, JNPA 
has transformed from a bulk-cargo 
terminal to become the premier 
container port in the country.

Currently JNPA operates five 

container terminals: The Jawaharlal Nehru 
Port Container Terminal (JNPCT), the Nhava 
Sheva International Container Terminal 
(NSICT), the Gateway Terminals India Pvt. 
Ltd. (GTIPL), Nhava Sheva International 
Gateway Terminal (NSIGT) and the newly 
commissioned Bharat Mumbai Container 
Terminals Private Limited (BMCTPL). The 
Port also has a Shallow Water Berth for general 
cargo and another Liquid Cargo Terminal 
which is managed by BPCL-IOCL consortium 
and newly constructed coastal berth.

engaging with exporters and addressing 
challenges faced by them so that we remain 
on course. His 360 degree approach helped 
us to continue to export in a seamless manner 
focussing on the target. The Hon’ble FM also 
helped through infusion of liquidity through 
ECLGS and other schemes.

Crossing US$ 400 Bn is a remarkable 
achievement particularly as we will be adding 

over US$ 110 Bn in 
one year to reach 
here, despite huge 
logistics challenges 
including container 
shortage, sky 
rocketing freight 
and liquidity 

constraints, observed President FIEO. 
Another US$ 40-45 Bn will be added 
by the services exports this year. Thus 
over 50% of the incremental growth 

in GDP this fiscal will be contributed 
by the exports sector. Exports are now 

set to transform the Indian economy. What 
is more important is to build on it as we will 
have benefits of new FTAs/CEPAs and the 
PLI Scheme backing us. We will build on 
such remarkable achievements, exuded by Dr 
A Sakthivel.

French Transport Minister Visits JNPA; 
Strengthens Co-operation in Port Trade

A Dream Come True Through 
Concerted and Coordinated Efforts: 

Dr A Sakthivel, President, FIEO

Adani Ports Cargo Volumes Accelerate 
To 300 Million Metric Tonnes

FFFAI Signs MoU With NAFL in Dubai To 
Strengthen Cooperation for Mutual Benefits 
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Adani International Container Terminal - Mundra

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

30/03 31/03 ZMI TONGALA 130W ZIM Nhava Shiva, Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang, Singapore, Shanghai

30/03 31/03 INDUSA MSC TOPAZ IV212A MSC

30/03 31/03 CCG SM NEYYAR 0033 SMI

30/03 31/03 FAL WB MSC FIE FK208A MSC

31/03 01/04 INDUS2 VARNA BAY IX213A MSC

31/03 01/04 SMILE C SCI MUMBAI 539 SCI

1-4 2-4 INDUSA MSC ROSA M IV211A MSC

01/04 02/04 INDUS MSC ADONIS IU212A MSC

02/04 03/04 EAF MSC SKY II OM211R MSC

02/04 03/04 ADHOC MSC MALIN JP212A MSC

02/04 03/04 HIMEXP MSC ORNELLA IS213R MSC

02/04 03/04 WCC SSL VISAKHAPATANAMl 135 TWL

04/04 05/04 EUROPE MSC SASHA IP213R MSC

04/04 05/04 MOEX MSC CHIARA JM212A MSC

04/04 05/04 EAF MSC DIEGO OM214R MSC

05/04 06/04 ZMI SEASPAN FELIXSTOWE 4W ZIM

06/04 07/04 FAL WB MSC VALENCIA FK209A MSC

06/04 07/04 INDUS2 MSC RACHELE IX214A MSC

As the data is received by us, sometimes even at the eleventh hour by telephonic messages from the concerned 
Steamer Agents, there is every likelihood of last minute changes in the data published for which and also for the printing 
errors occuring the Management of Port Wings is not responsible or liable.

Vessel Position at Terminals - (30.03.2022 To 06.04.22)

As the data is received by us, sometimes even at the eleventh hour by telephonic messages from the concerned 
Steamer Agents, there is every likelihood of last minute changes in the data published for which and also for the printing 
errors occuring the Management of Port Wings is not responsible or liable.

CITPL - Chennai

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/
Line

Calling Ports

31/03 01/04 FME XIN LIAN YUN GANG 92 CCO Port Klang-Singapore-Manila-
Pusan-Shanghai-Hong Kong

04/04 05/04 ADHOC KOTA RAHMAT 0001W-0001E PIL
Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al 
Fakkan, Port Klang,Singapore, 
Shanghai, 

04/04 05/04 ADHOC SINAR PENIDA 110 SAM
Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al 
Fakkan, Port Klang,Singapore, 
Shanghai, 

05/04 06/04 CI3 VANCOUVER 013W-013E OIL

"Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore,Shanghai – Ningbo 
– Hong Kong – Shekou – 
Singapore – Port Kelang (West 
port"

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

29/04 30/04 COST TCI ARJUN IXZ

30/04 31/04 ISG EF EMMA JEB/COK/CMB

CCTL - Chennai

APM Terminal - Mumbai

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

29/03 30/03 MINA BERLIN EXPRESS HLI
Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

3-4 4-4 PS3 MOL 
CELEBRATION ONE Pipavav,Port Klang,Singapore, Shangai, 

Ningbo, Xiamen

3-4 4-4 CIX MIRADOR 
EXPRESS HLI

Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

4-4 5-4 CIX3 OOCL 
LUXEMBOURG OCL

Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

6-4 7-4 CWI KMTC DUBAI KMD

1-4 2-4 FM3 MAERKS 
SUPERIOR MAE

Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

01/04 02/04 ADHOC THORSWIND BTL Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

05/04 06/04 MINA BALTIC BRIDGE CCA
Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

NSICT - Mumbai

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

29/03 30/03 MESAWA MAERSK CHENNAI MSK Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

30/03 31/03 BLUENILE GH CHINOOK MSK

31/03 1-4 VGI APOLLON D ESA

1-4 2-4 ADHOC BUXCONTACT CCA Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

1-4 2-4 BMM LIBRA EMS

1-4 2-4 ADHOC2 CONTSHIP LEX PRD Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

1-4 2-4 IPAK MSC SASHA MSC

2-4 3-4 MIDAS AS PATRICIA MSK

2-4 3-4 MWE LANA MSK

3-4 4-4 MECL MAERSK DENVER MSK Nhava Sheva, Mundra, Port Qasim, 
Singapore

5-4 6-4 MESAWA ALS FLORA MSK Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

6-4 7-4 BLUENILE RIO CENTAURUS CUL

29/03 30/03 BOX MV.OCEAN OROBE 22022S BTL
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

30/03 31/03 TUX MV.OEL SHRAVAN 22122 TWF
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

31/03 01/04 BOX MV.OCEAN OROBE 22023S OASIS SHIPPING
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

01/04 02/04 CTS MV.KAPITAN MASLOV 161S FAR SHIPPING
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

DAKSHINBHARATH GATEWAY TERMINAL / TuTIcoRIN

Kattupalli

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

30/04 31/04 CCG MOGRAL 50 SIM
Cochin , Nhava Sheva, Mundra, Jebel 
Ali, Bandar Abbas, Dammam

1-4 2-4 ADHOC BLPL FAITH 3205 BLP
Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

1-4 2-4 IVX MTT SEMPORNA 15 GOL

02/04 3-4 CCG VARADA 47 SIM
Cochin , Nhava Sheva, Mundra, Jebel 
Ali, Bandar Abbas, Dammam

03/04 4-4 ADHOC BLPL BLESSING 2205 BLP
Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

3-4 4-4 TCX BAY BRIDGE 151W ONE
Chennai WestPort Klang –North Port 
Klang–Singapore –Laem Chabang

03/04 4-4 CI5 CARPATHIA 31 WAN
TAO-PUS-SHA-SHK-SIN-WPK-PKG-
MAA-KAT-PKG-SIN-PGU-SHK-KHH-
TAO

03/04 4-4 CI5 WANHAI 303 331W WAN
TAO-PUS-SHA-SHK-SIN-WPK-PKG-
MAA-KAT-PKG-SIN-PGU-SHK-KHH-
TAO

05/04 6-4 CIX HYUNDAI OAKLAND 115E HMM
Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

Adani Mundra Container Terminal - Mundra

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

29/03 30/03 AGI XIN WU HAN 134 COS

01/04 02/04 IMEX BERLIN EXPRESS 2212W HLL

01/04 02/04 EPIC2 PRAGUE EXPRESS 2312W HLL

01/04 02/04 AIS TS DUBAI 22002E TSH

03/04 04/04 FIVE X-PRESS ODYSSEY 22002E XPF

04/04 05/04 CISC SHIMIN 22002E TSL

05/04 06/04 AGI SSL BRAHMAPUTRA 892E FSI

05/04 06/04 EPIC2 NAGOYA EXPRESS 2313W HLL

05/04 06/04 MIAX AS CYPRIA 2213 ONE

06/04 07/04 CISC AS ALVA 899E FSI

VCTPL, Vizag

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

30/03 31/03 MDM TRF KAYA 1759E OAS Colombo

30/03 31/03 CCG VARADA 0047 SIM Cochin, Nhava Sheva, Mundra, 
Jebel Ali, Bandar Abbas, 
Dammam

1-4 2-4 CVK MSC JANIS 3 SV211R MSC

3-4 4-4 FME XIN LIAN YUN GANG 092E COS Port Klang, Singapore, Manila, 
Pusan, Shanghai, Hong Kong

5-4 6-4 CHX CELSIUS NAIROBI 214E MSK Ennore, Krishnapatnam, 
Visakhapatnam, Tanjung Pelepas, 
Xingang, Qingdao 
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Wärtsilä signs long-term service agreement with 
Brittany Ferries to support new LNG-fuelled ferry

Maritime industry needs government support 
to manage decade of change, says ABS 

Chairman, President and CEO

UK’s first LNG-powered ferry sets sail for Spain

The technology group Wärtsilä will provide technical support via a long-
term service agreement for its broad scope of solutions installed on Brittany 
Ferries’ latest RoPax vessel, the ‘Salamanca’. The 10-year agreement was 
signed in December 2021. The ferry will be inaugurated on March 25 and 
make its first commercial sailing from Portsmouth, U.K. to Bilbao, Spain on 
March 27, according to the company’s release.

The ’Salamanca’ is the first LNG-fuelled passenger ferry to operate from 
the U.K. The vessel’s multi-fuel Wärtsilä engines are also adapted to utilise 
even cleaner fuels, such as synthetic or bio-methane, as and when they 
become available.

“We have a responsibility to operate as environmentally efficiently 
as possible and the choice of LNG-fuelled propulsion is in line with 
this commitment,” says Arnaud Le Poulichet, Director Engineering and 
Maintenance Brittany Ferries. “The advanced technical support provided by 
Wärtsilä will optimise the ship’s operational performance, thus further raising 
its level of sustainability.”

“We are in the early innings of a decade, maybe several decades, of change 
marked by the clean energy transition, digitalization, post-covid build back 
and of course, geopolitics. All driven by a new family of global shipping 
shapers and all addressing a new language of shipping, which is dollars per 
CO2 emissions per ton mile. This has been marked by a new set of boundary 
conditions, timelines, and commercial relationships.”

That was the message for the industry from Christopher J. Wiernicki, ABS 
Chairman, President and CEO, speaking to an audience of shipowners, financiers, 
charterers and global business leaders at the Financial Times Commodities Global 
Summit, supported by Tradewinds, according to ABS’s release.

“The challenge of EEXI and CII is real. Around 80 percent of the global 
trading fleet will have to make technical upgrades to meet the minimum 
energy efficiency standards within EEXI. While EEXI is a one-time hurdle for 
vessels to clear, then you start moving down the carbon intensity trajectory, 
which represents a powerful new industry dynamic as a continual process 
with widespread operational and business repercussions running through to 
the end of the decade,” added Wiernicki.

The UK’s first LNG-powered ferry leaves Portsmouth this weekend, on its 
inaugural voyage to Spain. Brittany Ferries’ Salamanca departs at 21:30 on 
Sunday 27th with more than 600 passengers and freight vehicles destined for 
Bilbao, according to the company’s release.

She is the first liquefied natural gas (LNG) powered vessel to join the 
Brittany Ferries fleet, but she won’t be the last. By 2025 four LNG ferries will 
call Portsmouth home, including two hybrids.

Salamanca will make two round trips to Bilbao each week. She will also 
make a weekly return-voyage to Cherbourg in France. All the while she will 
be powered by a fuel which promises a smoother, quieter ride for passengers, 
as well as fewer emissions from her funnel.

Brittany Ferries’ services from Portsmouth began in 1976. Since then the 
city has become the company’s UK hub, with connections to four ports in 
France and two in northern Spain.

Brittany Ferries will strengthen its partnership with Portsmouth even 
further next year when Salamanca’s sister-ship Santoña joins the fleet. LNG-
powered Santoña will connect Portsmouth with Santander, the capital of 
Cantabria and gateway to so-called green Spain. Both Bilbao and Santander 
Ports will host bunkering (refuelling) terminals to power the ships, supplied 
by fuel partner Repsol.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
18th Mar. 2022Notification  No.18/2022 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

1. Australian Dollar  56.85  54.50
2. Bahraini Dinar  208.15  195.50
3. Canadian Dollar  61.05  58.95
4. Chinese Yuan  12.15  11.80
5. Danish Kroner  11.45  11.10
6. EURO  85.45  82.40
7. Hong Kong Dollar  9.90  9.55
8. Kuwaiti Dinar  258.50  242.20
9. New Zealand Dollar  53.40  51.05
10. Norwegian Kroner  8.70  8.40
11. Pound Sterling  101.70  98.25
12. Qatari Riyal  21.55  20.10
13. Saudi Arabian Riyal  20.90  19.65
14. Singapore Dollar  56.95  55.10
15. South African Rand  5.25  4.95
16. Swedish Kroner  8.20  7.90
17. Swiss Franc  82.50  79.30
18. Turkish Lira  5.35  5.05
19. UAE Dirham  21.35  20.05
20. US Dollar  76.90  75.20 
21.Japanese Yen (100) 65.20  62.90
22. Korean Won (100) 6.45  6.05

Shippers have repeatedly 
complained about the abusive 
business practices of the 

major carriers since the beginning 
of the surge in volumes that grew 
with the onset of the pandemic. 
In the last week, the Federal 
Maritime Commission has received 
two complaints from U.S.-based 
companies against Evergreen Lines 
and CMA CGM for denial of service 
and failure to honor 12-month 
service contracts. Both shippers are 
accusing the carriers of violations 
of the Shipping Act seeking relief 
through hearings conducted by the 
FMC.

“Since the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, global ocean freight 
carriers including Evergreen 
have unjustly and unreasonably 
exploited customers by substantially 
increasing their profits at the 
expense of shippers,” a complaint 
filed on behalf of Foreign Tire 
Service headquartered in New 
Jersey contends. It goes on to charge 
that the carriers followed business 
practices forcing them into the spot 
market for their shipments. 

“While FTS and its vendors have 
continuously requested space from 
Evergreen, Evergreen has refused and 
failed to provide sufficient space,” the 
tire company argues. Royal White 
Cement headquartered in Houston, 
Texas filed a similar charge against 
CMA CGM for not providing space 
under a freight contract.

Foreign Tire Service entered into 
a contract with Evergreen for the 
transport of 100 40 HQ containers 
from Asia including Thailand and 
China to the United States, but the 
company reports after nearly 11 

UK regulators on 25 March 
evening announced they 
had detained one of P&O 

Ferries’ vessels as the company 
struggled to get back into service 
after firing its crews to replace them 
lower-paid crew from agencies. The 
news of the detention came after 
government officials and union 
leaders had urged increased safety 
inspections for the ferries and the 
UK Prime Minister said he believed 
the company’s chief executive 
should resign.

The Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency issued a brief statement 
saying, “We can confirm that 
the European Causeway has 
been detained in Larne. It has 
been detained due to failures 
on crew familiarization, vessel 
documentation, and crew training. 
The vessel will remain under 
detention until all these issues are 
resolved by P&O Ferries.”

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps 
Tweeted a message confirming the 
detention after he had previously 
instructed the MCA to focus 
on safety issues and ensure the 
replacement crews were properly 
trained before passenger services 
resumed. Shapps has been vocal in 
his criticism of the company and its 
actions insisting that the company 
failed to make proper notice before 
dismissing 800 crewmembers 
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Evergreen and CMA CGM Target of 
Complaints Filed With FMC

UK MCA Detains P&O Ferry As Prime 
Minister Calls For CEO’s Resignation

months Evergreen has only provided 
19 spaces under the contract. They 
said they were forced to buy space 
on the spot market and incurring 
added expense of over $1 million 
to ship their goods. The expense 
continues to rise as Evergreen is still 
denying the company space under 
its contract.

The complaint contends that 
“Evergreen and other global ocean 
carriers began taking steps to 
artificially create a scarcity of space 
thereby manipulating the market by 
increasing pricing and their profits.” 
Evergreen and others they write 
employed “blank sailings” among 
other tactics to deprive shippers FTS 
of capacity. The company says that 
Evergreen was repeatedly told that 
there was no space on ships bound 
for the USA while giving slots to 
“Non-Vessel Operators at much 
higher rates than the rates promised” 
in its contract.

Foreign Tire Service says that 
Evergreen provided less than 20 
percent of agreed numbers forcing it 
into the spot market at higher prices. 
They cite an example of a 40-foot 
high cube container which in 2019 
cost $2800 to ship from Thailand to 
New York now costs $20,000. 

Royal White Cement contracted 
with CMA CGM to carry containers 
with large bags of cement from 
Egypt to the U.S. West Coast. The 
agreed rate was just over $2,000 per 
container with a minimum of 2,000 
containers. The rate was to cover 
shipments through April 30, 2022. 

“After the effective date of the 
agreement, RWC attempted to book 
containers for shipment. But after 10 
containers were transported, CMA 
refused to accept any bookings. This 
was after the market rates increased 

without notice. Shapps said the 
government would also review its 
contracts with P&O and expressed 
his personal views that the CEO of 
the company, Peter Hebblethwaite, 
needed to resign.

A spokesperson for the prime 
minister’s office was asked if Boris 
Johnson agreed with Shapp’s calls 
for the resignation. They confirmed 
that the prime minister backed 
the calls for the resignation after 
the company’s CEO admitted in a 
meeting with members of parliament 
that the company had failed to meet 
requirements by not consulting with 
the authorities or providing advance 
notice of its plans. In addition to its 
disregard for the requirements, the 
company is also being accused of 
attempting to buy off the employees 
with liberal severance packages.

Hebblethwaite apologized for the 
actions but said the company had no 
choice as the company was faced 
with bankruptcy and administration 
if it did not take a bold move. BBC 
is reporting that the CEO circulated 
a statement inside the company 
today telling them “this type of 
dismissal could not and would not 
happen again.” However, BBC said 
that he asserted that there had been 
no criminal offense but failed to 
meet the obligation to consult with 
authorities.

The National Union of Rail, 
Maritime and Transport Workers 
(RMT) met with P&O executives on 

significantly for the shipment of 
containers, substantially over the 
agreed rates in the service contract. 
Although RWC repeatedly sought to 
book containers, such requests were 
rejected.”

The company contents it was 
told it would have to pay the spot 
price and could not take its business 
elsewhere. They argue that they 
were not being turned away due to 
lack of space but instead price with 
CMA CGM seeking to more than 
triple the cost of shipments under 
the contract from $4.35 million to 
over $13.6 million. 

“Due to the refusal of CMA to 
honor the service contract and try 
to force R WC to pay over three 
times the agreed rate, RWC chose to 
not succumb to such approach and 
shipped the cement by alternative 
means,” the company writes in its 
complaint. They report that alternate 
shipping has cost the company more 
than $9 million to date.

Both companies are seeking 
relief from the FMC with Foreign 
Tire Service also asking the FMC 
to implement practices to prevent 
shippers from refusing to provide 
space at the rates stipulated in their 
service contracts.

A U.S. furniture manufacturer, 
MCS, filed the first such complaint 
during the pandemic in August 2021 
against COSCO and MSC. Like these 
new complaints, the Pennsylvania 
furniture manufacturer accused the 
carriers of violating the 1984 US 
Shipping Act by not honoring terms 
of their contracts and not making 
space available to MCS Industries. 
MSC fired back in a public response 
denying accusations of collusion and 
space allocation. COSCO reportedly 
settled with the manufacturer. 

Friday but reported that the meeting 
lasted less than 20 minutes. “P&O 
were not prepared to listen to any 
scenario or develop any idea that 
would provide a means to create a 
solution to the current disastrous 
situation,” the union reported 
after the meeting. “RMT will 
continue to press the government 
for an immediate intervention by 
whatever means necessary to make 
P&O perform a U-turn and get our 
members reinstated.”

The ferry company has been 
struggling to get some of its vessels 
back into service. Yesterday, the 
Pride of Hull sailed to Rotterdam 
after 82 crewmembers had been 
replaced, but the vessel proceeded 
without passengers or cargo. The 
MCA said that it conducted an 
inspection before the vessel departed 
the UK, but the Ro/Ro ferry has 
remained docked in the Netherlands 
since its arrival.

P&O Ferries is continuing to 
advise, “We are still experiencing 
some disruption however we are 
working to minimize the impact on 
your journey.“ They are saying that 
limited service is being restored 
between Hull and Rotterdam and 
that service between Liverpool and 
Dublin has been restored. However, 
the busiest route between Dover and 
Calais remains suspended and after 
tonight’s detention service between 
Northern Ireland and Scotland is 
again suspended.
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The Suez Canal originally 
opened in 1869 and was the 
most extensive maritime 

engineering feat of its day. It 
immediately became one of the 
busiest shipping lanes in the world, 
primarily because it reduced the 
route between Britain and India—
one of the most important trading 
routes of the day—by over 4,500 
miles. Cutting through Egypt from 
Port Said in the north and Suez in the 
south, the canal remains a bustling 
shipping lane, connecting Europe to 
its trading partners in Asia.

When it first opened in 1869, the 
Suez Canal consisted of a channel 
26 feet deep, 72 feet wide at the 
bottom, and 200 to 300 feet wide at 
the surface. Over the next quarter of 
a century, over 3,000 ships became 
grounded, and the first expansion 
project was therefore commissioned 
in 1876, widening the canal and 
adding more passing bays.

Over the following 140 years, 
additional expansions were made, 
new passing bays were added, and 
works to counter erosion were 
completed, continually improving 
the canal and increasing its 
importance as a maritime route. The 
Egyptian government conducted 
the latest expansion in 2015, and it 
was thought that this would keep 
the channel flowing freely for many 
decades to come.

However, the advent of new 
“supercontainer”ships carrying 
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Why Is Suez Canal Being Expanded?
goods from Asia into Europe had 
not entirely been planned for. On 23 
March 2021, the container ship Ever 
Given was thrown off course by a 
dust storm and beached, blocking 
the canal. Economists at Lloyds List 
estimated that the global economy 
lost $400 million for every hour 
that the container ship blocked the 
channel. It remained lodged for six 
days, further straining an already 
stretched global supply chain.

Immediately after this, the Suez 

Canal Authority (SCA) announced 
that further expansion of the 
Suez Canal would be initiated. 
Accordingly, in July 2021, work 
began, with an estimated 24-month 
timescale and completion date of 
July 2023.

The Ever Given became lodged 
in the 30km southern portion of the 
canal, and this area is being widened 
130 feet to the east and deepened from 
66 feet to 72 feet. The Chairman of 
the SCA, Osama Rabie, said in May 
2021 that “This will improve ship 
navigation by 28% in this difficult 
part of the canal.”

The project has also brought 
forward plans for a second channel 
which will increase the capacity of 
the canal by six ships.

The grounding of the Ever 
Given served to highlight the ever-
increasing impact of shipping on the 
environment in general and the seas 
around the Suez Canal to the north 
and south of Egypt specifically. The 
levels of pollution from fuel spilled 
and emissions were already high, 
and the increased shipping capacity 

will exacerbate this. 
This is shown clearly 
by the increasing size 
of container ships; 
in 2007, the largest 
container ship in the 
world could carry 
8,000 containers, and 
the Ever Given had a 
capacity of 20,000.

An additional 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

consideration is the transmission 
of invasive species between the 
Mediterranean and the Gulf of Suez. 
For example, Rabbitfish Siganus 
luridus (the dusky spinefoot) is 
native to the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. However, after the Suez 
Canal opened in 1869, this species 
entered the eastern Mediterranean 
and was found in Greek waters by 
1964. With climate change warming 
the Mediterranean Sea and the extra 
capacity in the Suez Canal, the trend 
of tropical fish such as this one 
displacing native species will only 
increase.

In a briefing call hosted by the 
International Transport Workers’ 
Federation (ITF) and International 

Chamber of Shipping (ICS), the 
organisations said they were aware 
of around 140 vessels stuck in the 
Sea of Azov. Some vessels have only 
skeleton crews, but in total over 1,000 
seafarers of at least 20 nationalities 
are affected, they said.

“We know of one remaining ship 
with 20 seafarers on board which 
has just three days of supplies left 
and it’s unsafe for them to leave the 
ship or for the ship to sail,” said ICS 
secretary general Guy Platten.

“I think the situations is actually 
very dire, said ITF general secretary 
Stephen Cotton. “I think we have 
to recognise there’s competition 
for food depending on which ports 
you’re in and where you are on 
the coast. It is literally a matter of 
life and death for some of those 
Ukrainians still locked in defending 
their cities, and you can imagine 
that their first thought is not going 
to be to resupply ships or foreign 
nationals at anchor.”

Both ITF and ICS said they 
were focused on trying to avoid 
the worst-case scenario of supplies 
running out, and that they have had 
some success in the past getting 
supplies to vessels when supplies 
run critically low.
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“We hope that’s the case this 
time, but it just shows the jeopardy 
that we’re under on every day that 
goes past,” said Platten.

The establishment of blue 
corridors to allow vessels to sail 
out of the conflict area has proven 
difficult and dangerous, said Platten, 
with risks including mines around 
ports and hazards under the water 
like sunken barges.

“We have got an agreement 
with the industry that we can send 
people home but at the moment, if 
you’re in the worst parts of war-torn 
Ukraine, there’s no ability to get off 
the vessels and move,” said Cotton.

“So, for us, this is one of the 
most frustrating moments. We have 
everybody in agreement about how 
to help, but an inability to safely 
move people. Until both countries, in 
particular Russia, agree to recognise 
that these foreign nationals are 
hostages to the situation, we can’t 
recommend they move, so they’re 
having to stay on board the vessel 
and then the challenge becomes 
about supplies.”

Cotton said that the ITF has not 
heard of any incidents of fallout 
aboard vessels where Ukrainian and 
Russian seafarers work together. 
One of the biggest factors for 
Ukrainian seafarers is trying to 
confirm the safety of their families 
as the war drives a mass exodus of 
civilians from Ukraine.

Situation ‘Dire’ For Seafarers in 
Sea Of Azov As Supplies Dwindle
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