
www.portwings.in

Published from Chennai and Circulated among the trade across the country

Jan. 5th - 11th, 2022 Issue

RNI TNENG/2014/59741 Wednesday, January 5, 2022 Wing 8   Feather 218 Pages `12

Contd. on page -2

SANCO TRANS LTD

AuThORizeD 
eCONOmiC OpeRATOR

mob : 9884085285

RNI No. TNENG/2014/59741 Postal Registration No. TN/CNIGPO/067/2021-2023 Posted at Pathrika Channel, Egmore, RMS, Chennai-8. Date of Publication - Wednesday, Posted on Tuesday/Wednesday

Follow us in twitter 
@portwingsnews

Visit
www.portwings.in

for Latest News

Inside
YEAR END REVIEW -2021:

Ministry Of Ports, Shipping And 
Waterways  See Page - 3

Department of Commerce, Ministry 
of Commerce  
and Industry See Page - 4

Gangavaram Port Achieves Another 
Milestone in Cargo Handling of 
Commodities See Page - 5 

Uthaya Kumar Takes Charge as 
MANSA’s Secretary General  
 See Page - 5

Ministry of Road Transport  
and Highways See Page - 7

For All Type of Marine &  
General Insurance

Also undertaking 
Life and Mediclaim Policies 

Contact:   
K.Sivakumar, M.Sc, B.L.,

Off: Srinivasa Complex, No.72,/149,  
Linghi Street, Chennai - 600 001.

Ph: 044-25260381  Mob: 9444222056   
E-mail: mugavaishiva@gmail.com

Insurance Advisor

New Delhi
Port Wings News Network

Haldia Jetty Will Be Soon 
Operational; Contract Awarded 

For Reviving The Old River Route 
From Haldia To Pandu: Sonowal

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways and Ayush Shri Sarbananda 
Sonowal on 3 January announced that 

the contract has been awarded for Haldia inland 
waterway terminal, and the jetty will be soon 
operational for sending exim and inland cargo 

to Pandu terminal in Guwahati connecting the 
northeast with kolkata via National waterway 2. 

This will provide an alternate to chicken 
neck route for easy and cost effective 
movement of cargo to and from northeast to 

the foreign countries and other states of India.
The Minister interacted with various 

stakeholders of port and shipping industry of 
Kolkata and Haldia port. Major oil PSUs , steel 
companies like Tata steel and SAIL , terminal 
operators, shipping lines, barge operators, 
custom clearing agents and land users of 
Syama prasad Mookerjee Port participated in 

the meeting. The minister invited all 
of them to be a partner in this unique 
opportunity of using sea and river 
route combination (NW1 and NW2) 
via Kolkata port.

Shri Sonowal also informed that 
depth assurance contract have been 
awarded to maintain NW1 and 2, and 
the barge operators shall soon start 
using these waterways as depths are 
assured. The minister also said that 
there is thinking to provide guarantee 
to banks to give easy and soft funds 

for barges so that this sector can take off. 
The stakeholders assured that they will come 
forward to utilise this opportunity to make this 
mission a success . More then 40 key players 
participated in the stakeholders conference.
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Maersk Foresees Severe Space 
Shortage Ahead Of Chinese New Year

A.P. Moller – Maersk has said space to 
remain tight through to Chinese New 
Year (CNY) due to on-going capacity 

constraints and sailing delays.
In its latest Asia Pacific market update, the 

world’s largest ship and logistics service provider 

New Delhi
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projected a pre-holiday cargo spike ahead of the 
upcoming CNY on 1-7 February, as some South 
China barge services will remain suspended.

Maersk expected a tight supply of 40ft 
equipment, however, stated that there is a surplus 
of 20ft containers, especially in the greater China 
area, although some locations may see shortages 
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To Ride Out the Covid Era
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The dry bulk market fared much better than the tanker one, during 2021, as 
the pandemic continued to wreak havoc in many markets, affecting demand 
and supply. 

In its latest weekly report, Xclusiv Shipbrokers said that undoubtedly 2021 
proved to be robust for drybulk which reached its highest levels of the past 13 
years, back in October 2021. All dry indices began the year at low levels, with the 
BPI, BSI & BHSI having recorded their lowest levels of 2021 in early January and 
BDI & BCI during mid-February. 

High drybulk demand, and reduced vessel supply, led to creative shipping 
solutions, as we saw logs being carried on capesize bulkers & various sized bulkers 
being re-classed to be able to carry containers. Vessel supply was tightened further 
by port congestion, quarantine & crew change problems”.

“On the 7th of October, BDI & BCI reached 5,650 and 10,485 points respectively 
– these levels were their highest since September and August 2008, while later in 
October, BPI, BSI & BHSI peaked at 4,328, 3,624 & 2,062 points, unseen levels 
since May 2010 for BPI & September 2008 for BSI & BHSI. 

It is worth mentioning that despite the recent dry indices cooling over the past 
two months, their levels remain very healthy in comparison to the year in its entirety. 
Specifically, BDI & BPI are closing the year at about 75% up compared to their 
lowest in 2021, BCI almost 100% up, and BSI & BHSI both roughly 130% up by the 
same metric.

During the past two weeks BDI and BCI have, however, lost more than 30% & 
50%, BPI around 16% and BSI & BHSI around 10%. Peaks and troughs were not, 
however, uncommon during the year with large swings mainly for the BDI & BCI. 
The BPI to a lesser extent had seen this volatility, with BSI & BHSI showing the least 
ups/downs”, said Xclusiv Shipbrokers.

According to the shipbroker, “bulker second-hand prices have more than doubled 
in some size segments in 2021 compared to their levels of December 2020. The 
largest gains were enjoyed by the 15-year-old vessels, with capes valued up to 
70% more, panamaxes 100% up, supramaxes 130% higher and handysizes up 
by 110%.

For example, the ex “Cape Elise”-174K/2005 SWS sold for USD 10.5 mills in 
mid-December 2020, while we note the changing hands in mid-October 2021 of the 
“C H S Magnificence”-172K/2006 Bohai for USD 19.5 mills. 

On panamax segment, the ex “CMB Sakura”-75K/2006 Sanoyas was sold for 
USD 8 mill late in December 2020, while the “Coral Diamond”-76K/2007 Imabari is 
reported sold for USD 16.2 mills late December 2021. 

On supramax sector “Jag Roopa”-52K/2006 Tsuneishi sold in December 2020 
for USD 6.9 mills, whilst 2 weeks ago the “Feronia”-56K/2007 Mitsui Tamano was 
sold for USD 16.5 mills. On the handies we note the sale in November 2020 of the 
“AEC Ability II”–37k/2006 Saiki at USD 6.5 mills & in November 2021 the sale of 
“Super Lydia”–37k/2007 Saiki for USD 13.1 mills”.

Meanwhile, “for the wet market, 2021 was indeed a year of recovery compared 
to 2020, when the BDTI touched its record lowest level at 403 points. The BDTI & 
BCTI at time of writing are at 786 and 788 points, an increase of 70% and 104% 
respectively comparing to 2020’s close. 

But the indices gains are not based on fundamental improvements but more on 
expectations that with a perceived exit from the Covid era being around the corner 
tanker rates will be recovered. 

This corner has, though, been a wider one than originally anticipated with 
recovery first forecast for the second half of 2021, then pushed to the fourth quarter 
of 2021, and now expected during first half of 2022, omicron permitting”, said 
Xclusiv.

It added that “on the tanker market, values have generally held their prices, and 
in some cases – particularly for MRs and aframaxes, levels that were reported took 
the market by surprise.

An example of this, was the sale of Advantage Tanker’s “Advantage Arrow” 
115k/2009 Samsung & “Advantage Avenue” 115k/2010 Samsung for USD 52 mills 
enbloc, albeit with employment attached – levels that subsequently reflected in the 
charter free sale of SOCAR’s “Silver” 107k/2010 Tsuneishi & “Gold” 107k/2010 
Tsuneishi at USD 49.6 mills enbloc.

Generally, 2021 saw a very healthy – and frequently opportunistic – buying 
appetite for tankers that have a long enough life expectancy to ride out the Covid 
era and with it bring more profitable tanker markets.
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Maersk Foresees Severe Space...

The UAE’s Fujairah port, 
which is coming off a record 
year in terms of liquid bulk 

throughput, is closer to a major 
expansion of its crude oil storage 
capacity in 2022 at the same time 
refineries are planning additions, 
while container shipping may get a 
boost when the Etihad Rail connects 
to the hub, according to Platts.

Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. is 
building underground caverns in 
Fujairah to store 42 million barrels 
of oil, with completion set for 
2022. Two other UAE companies 
-- Ecomar Energy Solutions and 
Brooge Petroleum -- are investing 
in storage and refining facilities in 
the UAE, while the national Etihad 
Rail is building a link to the Port of 
Fujairah that could boost container 
shipping activity. Uniper Energy 
DMCC, one of three refineries at 
the port, may also boost its refinery 
output.

A Dirham 1 billion ($272 million) 
dry bulk export facility to ship from 
Fujairah’s Dibba is set to open later 
in 2022, possibly providing a boost 
to bunkering activities, while LNG 
bunkering may also be introduced, 
Martijn Heijboer, Port of Fujairah 
business development manager told 
S&P Global Platts.

The port probably set record 
liquid bulk throughput volume in 
2021 despite the constraints of the 
pandemic, he said. Total crude and 
product volumes handled at the port 
exceeded 120 million mt in 2020, up 
from around 110 million mt in 2019, 
Heijboer said previously. 

The total figure includes volumes 
at the port’s own Fujairah Oil Tanker 
Terminals, or FOTT, ADNOC’s 
three single point moorings, the 
VOPAK Horizon jetty, as well as 
ship-to-ship transactions, floating 
storage and bunkering at the 
anchorage.

Carrying Sulfur
Etihad Rail has said it has 

completed nine tunnels in the 
Fujairah mountains, with plans to 
reach Fujairah, without giving a 
timeline. Stage one started in 2016 
and carries sulfur from Abu Dhabi 
emirate’s Shah to Habshan and 
Ruwais regions.

Fujairah, with its strategic 
position outside the volatile Strait of 
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UAE’s Fujairah To Move Ahead With 
ADNOC’s Crude Caverns In 2022

Hormuz, has risen rapidly in the last 
two decades to become the third-
largest global bunkering port after 
Singapore and Rotterdam. 

At the free zone, just north 
of the main city, the landscape 
between the rugged mountains and 
the ocean is dominated by rows 
of tall, cylindrical oil tanks on 
both sides of the highway. Uniper 
Energy DMCC, which operates 
one of three refineries at the port, 
is planning to operate as normal for 
2022, although there is “potential 
for slightly increased production 
and therefore slightly more supply 
going forward,” the company said in 
response to a request for a comment 
on the 2022 outlook.

“It is very likely to see a busy 
year for Fujairah next year, given 
incremental crude trade out of 
the Middle East and the UAE, 
incremental products demand fully 
out of COVID-19 and incremental 
HSFO bunker demand given the 
resumption of scrubber installations, 
which were slower than anticipated 
since the pandemic outbreak in 
2020,” said Iman Nasseri, managing 
director, Middle East, for FGE 
consultancy.

If Iran’s nuclear talks are 
successful, and US sanctions on 
its energy trade are removed, it’s 
not clear whether that would boost 
or reduce port throughput because 
Iran may choose to ship its products 
directly rather than through the port, 
he added.

Cavern Storage
ADNOC has a crude export 

terminal at Fujairah, fed from its 
1.5 million b/d Habshan pipeline. 
Under one of the mountains, 
ADNOC is excavating caverns 
that will form the world’s largest 
single-site underground crude oil 
storage reserve. ADNOC said it 
did not have any new information 

on the project when asked for an 
update.

“The Fujairah underground oil 
storage project, upon completion, 

will strengthen ADNOC’s position 
as a reliable crude oil suppler thanks 
to its strategic location. Also, it will 
grant ADNOC more flexibility to 
manage market changes and seize 
commercial opportunities,” said 
Dong Wang, analyst, Middle East 
oil markets at S&P Global Platts 
Analytics.

Futures trading on ADNOC’s 
Murban, its most important crude 
oil grade, started in March on the 
ICE Futures Abu Dhabi exchange 
(IFAD), with Fujairah an optional 
delivery point.

The caverns may increase 
flexibility for Murban buyers who 
currently “get a short loading 
window, which is inconvenient,” 
Nasseri said. “Caverns and higher 
IFAD Murban deliveries will 
support more exports, bring in more 
VLCCs, and hence incremental 
bunker demand.”

Murban futures have not yet 
brought many benefits to Fujairah 
due to COVID-19-related OPEC 
output constraints, he said. However, 
ADNOC’s crude flexibility program 
at Ruwais will allow the refinery 
there to process more than just 
Murban and much heavier crudes, 
allowing for more Murban exports, 
he said. 

Once ADNOC boosts its crude 
oil production capacity to 5 
million b/d by 2030, from about 4 
million b/d currently, that should 
raise Fujairah’s exports of Murban 
by about 250,000 b/d to 950,000 
b/d in the next few years and 
ultimately boost flows through 
the ADNOC ADCOP pipeline, 
which stretches from Abu Dhabi 
to Fujairah, to full capacity of 1.8 
million b/d, he said
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of equipment ahead of the CNY.
“With 2021 coming to an end, 

demand remains strong and the 
outlook for early 2022 remains 
cautiously optimistic even as global 
supply chains continue to face 
congestion and disruption issues 
and the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 
poses wider economic challenges,” 
noted Maersk.

The Danish box carrier reminded 
that the new Omicron Covid-19 
variant is creating more supply 
disruptions amid many governments 
again resorting to lockdowns and 
travel bans which could result in a 
decline in demand and inflation would 
fall faster.

The container industry remained 
capacity constrained even as the global 
container trade grew 1% year-on-year in 
October. In addition, landside disruption 
continued to substantially constrain 
supply chain capacity, while port 
bottlenecks reduced effective vessel 
capacity, according to Maersk’s update.

“We expect strong demand and 
volume during 2022 Chinese New 
Year starting from this December, and 
the sporadically reported Covid cases 
in some areas may bring potential 
impacts to our customers’ supply 
chain,” said the shipping company.

“The rush before CNY is an 
important time for our customers, 
and we will be in-fleeting containers, 
returning empty equipment back to 

Asia at increased speed, and take 
strong measures to protect capacity 
– all to ensure we can be there for 
them in the best way possible through 
this period and beyond,” commented 
Ann-Sophie Zerlang Karlsen, head 
of Asia Pacific Ocean Customer 
Logistics at Maersk. Elaborating port 
situation in Asia and Oceania, Maersk 
said the ports are seeing increased 
congestions in many places which 
include over three days of vessel 
waiting in Shanghai, Yantian, Shekou, 
Melbourne, and Auckland.

Meanwhile, vessels at the ports 
in Busan, Ningbo, Nansha, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Tanjung Pelepas, 
Port Klang, Sydney, and Tauranga are 
seeing one to three days waiting.
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SAGARMALA PRAGRAMME
(i)   Maritime India Summit, 2021
The Prime Minister on March 02, 2021 

inaugurated the ‘Maritime India Summit 2021’ 
through video conferencing. The summit was 
organized by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways and conducted on a virtual platform 
from 2ndto 4thMarch, 2021. 486 MoUs were 
signed for Maritime India Summit 2021 by 22 
Maritime Ports/Agencies/Authorities for INR 
3.39 lakh crore or USD 47.02 Bn across different 
subsectors. A compendium of 400 Investible 
Projects for INR 2.24 lakh crore or USD 31.08 
Bn for investment was released for the Summit. 
During the three days of the summit, a number of 
important announcements were made.

The Prime Minister launched the Maritime 
India Vision 2030, which contains the targets to 
be achieved by Maritime Sector over the next 
decade alongwith the strategies related to each 
of the stakeholders of MoPSW. Sagar-Manthan: 
Mercantile Marine Domain Awareness Centre 
(MM-DAC) which is an information system 
to enhance maritime safety, search, rescue 
capability and environment protection was also 
launched.

MIS 2021 highlights:-
About 1.90 lakh delegates registered for 

the summit. 16 international ministers from 11 
nations joined the summit for different sessions.

A total of six Union Ministers, Chief Ministers 
of three states and two State Ministers attended 
different sessions.

A total of 55 CEOs attended the CEO’s 
forum, which include 31 international CEOs and 
24 Indian CEOs. A total of 22 CEOs attended 
the CEO’s roundtable, which include 11 
International and 11 Indian CEOs

A total of 185 speakers attended various 
thematic sessions during the summit, which 
included 124 Indian speakers and 61 International 
speakers A total of 110 exhibitors participated 
in the summit, in 18 pavilions and 107 booths, 
which led to 7500+ B2B meetings

A total of 70500+ Visitors were recorded at 
the end of three days of the summit.

(ii) Sea Plane Services
An Memorandum of Understanding signed 

between Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways and Ministry of Civil Aviation on 
15.06.2021 to jointly facilitate the development 
of “Non-scheduled/Scheduled operation at sea 
plane services within territorial jurisdiction of 
India under RCS-UDAN scheme.

(iii)       Public Private Partnership:
In order to further improve the viability of 

Public Private Partnership projects the following 
initiatives have been taken:

The Model Concession Agreement (MCA) 
for Public Private Participation (PPP) projects in 
Major Ports to provide flexibility to cater to the 
dynamic business environment.

A new dispute redressal institutional 
mechanism in the form of SAROD-Ports has 
been constituted  jointly by Indian Private Ports 
& Terminals Association (IPPTA) and Indian 
Ports Association (IPA)

(iv)    Modal Concession Agreement
To attract more PPP projects and to give 

flexibility to PPP operators, revised MCA has 
been issued in November, 2021 with the approval 
of  Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.

(v)    Maritime India Vision (MIV) 2030
Maritime India Vision 2030 was formulated 

by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
with the objective of propelling India to the fore-
front of the Global Maritime Sector in the next 
decade.Detailed discussions involving 350+ 
stakeholders from all parts of the maritime sector 
viz. ports, shipyards, inland waterways, trade 
bodies & associations, ministries, legal experts, 
national and international industry experts 
were undertaken. Substantial deliberations and 
ideations running over More than 250 different 
brainstorming sessions, study of 100+ global 
benchmarks & best-in-class examples, and anal-
ysis of 50+ Acts and Laws (including state & 
envi ronmental) have led to development of MIV 
2030. Over 150 initiatives covering 515 key 
activities across 10 themes encompassing all the 
facets of maritime sector have been identified to 
form the building blocks for future of the Indian 
Maritime sector.

MIV 2030 envisions an overall investment 
of INR 3,00,000 – 3,50,000 Cr across ports, 
shipping, and in land waterways categories. This 
Investment amount excludes projects already 
under implementation stage as part of Sagarmala 
project. This vision roadmap is estimated to help 
unlock INR 20,000+ Cr worth of potential annual 
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revenue for Indian Ports. Further, it is expected 
to create an additional 20,00,000+ jobs (direct 
and non-direct) in the Indian maritime sector.

PORTS SECTOR
(i)    Digitization
Major strides have been taken at the major 

ports towards the digitization of key EXIM 
processes. The PCS 1x has digitized processes 
such as Electronic Invoice (e-Invoice), Electronic 
Payment (e-Payment) and Electronic Delivery 
Order (e-DO) for physical release of cargo by 
custodians. Further, the process of generation 
of electronic Bill of Lading (e-BL) and enabling 
the Letter of Credit (LC) process to be conducted 
digitally have already been implemented in the 
PCS 1x. There is also going to be complete 
integration between PCS 1x and Indian Customs 
EDI Gateway (ICEGATE). Partial integration 
has been completed (PCS 1x is integrated with 
ICEGATE via SFTP for existing messages, 
further for SCMTR messages PCS 1x-ICEGATE 
is getting integrated for API integration). 
Further, the Radio Frequency Identification 
Device (RFID) solution has been implemented 
at all major ports to enable seamless movement 
of traffic across port gates, including substantial 
reductions in documentation checks. All Major 
ports have already implemented Radio Frequency 
Identification Device (RFID). Up gradation and 
integration with recent technologies- IGoT, 
Block Chain to ease transaction and real time 
basis tracking has been envisaged in Maritime 
India Vision 2030. Further the process to 
bootstrap PCS 1x into National Logistics Portal-
Marine (NLP-Marine) is already underway 
which will act as a Unified Digital Platform all 
maritime stakeholders. NLP Marine + PCS 1x 
platform is envisaged as the central hub for all 
interactions with various stakeholders viz. Port, 
Terminals Shipping Lines/ Agents, CFS and 
Customs Brokers, Importer / Exporter etc.

(ii)   Enterprise Business System
An Enterprise Business System (EBS) is 

being implemented at 5 Major Ports (Mumbai,  
Chennai, Deendayal, Paradip, Kolkata (including 
HaldiaPort)) with project cost of approx. 320 
crores) to provide a digital port ecosystem that 
will adopt leading International Practices without 
losing its alignment to existing local needs. A 
total of 2474 processes (ChPT – 671, DPT – 376, 
KoPT – 501, HDC – 374, MbPT – 278 and PPT 
– 274) were rationalized, harmonized, optimized 
and standardized to arrive at a final reengineered 
process count of 162 processes        

(iii)   Western Dock, Paradip Port
The Cabinet approved the project of Deepening 

and Optimizing of Inner Harbour Facilities of 
Western Dock at Paradip Port under PPP mode 
with total estimated cost of Rs. 3004.63 crore. 
The scope includes Western Dock berths, Capital 
dredging in the channel and in front of the berths 
and all other ancillary equipment and facilities. 
The proposed project envisages construction of 
Western Dock Basin to handle cape size vessels 
with an ultimate capacity of 25 MTPA in two 
phases of 12.50 MTPA each. The project will 
cater to the requirement of coal and limestone 
imports besides exports of granulated slag and 
finished steel products.

(iv)   Major Port Authorities Act, 2021
The Major Port Authorities Bill was passed by 

the Lok Sabha on 23.9.2020 and subsequently by 
the Rajya Sabha on 10.2.2021 with amendments.  
The Bill alongwith amendments passed by the 
Rajya Sabha was again passed by the Lok Sabha 
on 12.2.2021. After assent by the President the 
Major Port Authorities Act 2021 was notified by 
the Legislative Department, Ministry of Law & 
Justice on 18.2.2021. The Major Port Authorities 
Act 2021 (1 of 2021) has come into force with 
effect from 03.11.2021.  Five Rules under the 
Act have also been notified in the Gazette of 
India on 23rd November 2021.

(vi)  The Prime Minister dedicated the 8-laning 
of Korampallam Bridge and Rail over Bridge to 
the Nation and laid the foundation stone for 5 
MW Ground-Based Solar Power Plant at VOC 
Port, Tuticorin, through video conferencing from 
Coimbatore.

(vii)  The Mobile X-Ray Container Scanner 
system installed at Kamarajar Port was 
commissioned on 1stJuly, 2021. The Mobile 
X-Ray Container Scanner system is operated 
by the Container Scanner division of Chennai 
Customs.

(viii)   The first Coal Export Movement from 
N. S. Dock, Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, 
Kolkata to Khulna, Bangladesh was flagged 
off on 02nd July, 2021, for Rampal Power 
Station set up by Bangladesh India Friendship 
Power Company Ltd., a JV between NTPC & 
Bangladesh Power Development Board.

(ix)  Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT), one of 

India’s premier container handling ports, flagged 
a trial operation at the newly constructed coastal 
berth on 09th July, 2021.

(x)  The Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, 
virtually flagged-off the dwarf container 
train service from Jawaharlal Nehru Port on 
20.09.2021.

(xi)  Shri V. Shantanu Thakur, Minister of 
State for Ports, Shipping & Waterways visited 
Visakhapatnam Port on 23.9.2021. The Minister 
inaugurated “Grade Separator from H-7 to 
Convent Junction” and laid Foundation stone for 
“Development of Cruise Terminal”.

INLAND WATER TRANSPORT
(i) Inauguration of projects by Prime Minister
Prime Minister digitally launched Mahabahu 

Brahmaputra in Assam on 18.02.2021 and 
inaugurated the following initiatives of IWAI: -

Flagging off of 4 Ro-Pax vessels to be 
operated by Govt. of Assam.

MV JFR Jacob – for service between 
Guwahati and North Guwahati.

MV Bob Khathing – for service between 
Dhubri and Hatsingimari.

MV Rani Gaidinllu and MV Sachin Dev 
Burman – for service between Neamati and 
Kamalabari (Majuli).

Foundation stone for construction of 4 tourist 
jetties at Jogighopa, Pandu, Biswanathghat and 
Neamati.

Foundation Stone for construction of IWT 
terminal at Jogighopa.

Dedication of IWAI digital portals Card and 
PANI to the Nation

(ii)        Signing of MoUs
In presence of Union Minister for Ports, 

Shipping and Waterways, IWAI signed MoUs on 
26.08.2021 with:

Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) for 
development of Dhansiri River (NW-31) for 
movement of Over Dimensional Cargo (ODC) 
and Project Cargo of Numaligarh Refinery using 
Inland Water Transport.

Hooghly Cochin Shipyard Limited (HSCL), 
a subsidiary of Cochin Shipyard Limited for 
construction of Ship Repair Facility Project at 
Pandu, Guwahati, Assam.

(iii)       Stakeholder Conclave
A Stakeholder Conclave was organized on 

“Waterways as Engine of Growth” at Guwahati 
on 27th August, 2021. Minister of State for 
Ports Shipping & Waterways and stakeholders 
participated in the Conclave.

(iv)       Movement of cargo on National 
Waterways

The Cargo movement on National Waterways 
continued to be encouraging. This year so far 
54.03 Million Ton has been achieved from April-
October 2021 against 37.22 Million Ton last year 
for the same period recording 45.15% increase.

(v)        Inland Vessels Bill, 2021
Parliament on 02.08.2021 passed the Inland 

Vessels Bill, 2021, which aims to replace 
over 100 years old Inland Vessels Act, 1917 
(1 of 1917) and usher a new era in the inland 
water transport sector to make the Legislative 
framework user friendly and promote ease of 
doing business.

SHIPPING SECTOR
(i) All Women Officers’ Sailing’ aboard SCI 

Tanker M.T. Swarna Krishna
As a part of its on-going Diamond Jubilee 

celebrations of SCI, and also to commemorate 
the International Women’s Day on March 08, 
2021, SCI achieved a historical feat when 
Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways, virtually flagged of the “All Women 
Officers’ Sailing” on MT Swarna Krishna - 
SCI’s crude oil carrier from JNPT Liquid Berth 
Jetty on March 06, 2021.

(ii) Delivery of Sindhu, 500 pax Passenger 
vessel to Andaman and Nicobar Administration

Cochin Shipyard Limited delivered the 
first 500 Pax cum 150 Tons Cargo vessel 
named “Sindhu” to Andaman and Nicobar 
Administration on March 27, 2021. This project 
is a part of a “Make In India” initiative of the 
Government.

(iii) Awards and Accolades
On the occasion of ‘Day of the Seafarer’, 

which was virtually celebrated on 25th June, 
2021, Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) was 
recognized and conferred with the prestigious 
National Maritime Day Celebration Award for 
the historic journey of M.T. Swarna Krishna, 
being the first Indian Flag vessel with all Women 
Officers on board.

(iv) Marine Aids to Navigation Act, 2021
The Marine Aids to Navigation Act, 2021 

has been notified and published in the Gazette 
of India by Legislative Department, Ministry of 
Law & Justice on 2nd August, 2021 after getting 
the President’s assent on 31st July, 2021. The 
Bill was passed by Lok Sabha on 22ndMarch, 
2021 and by the Rajya Sabha on 27thJuly, 
2021. The Act aims to replace over 90-year-old 
Lighthouse Act, 1927, to incorporate the global 
best practices, technological developments and 
India’s International obligations in the field of 
Marine Aids to Navigation. The new Act will 
facilitate harmonized and effective functioning 
of aids to marine navigation and Vessel Traffic 
Services along the Indian coastline.

(v) Promotion of flagging of merchant ships 
in India

In order to achieve the objective of 
Atmanirbhar Bharat, the Union Cabinet has 
approved a scheme to provide Rs.1624 crore 
over five years as subsidy to Indian Shipping 
companies in global tenders floated by Ministries 
and CPSEs for import of government cargo.

(vi) Strategic Disinvestment of Shipping 
Corporation of India

On 10.11.2021, Shipping Corporation of India 
(SCI) incorporated a wholly owned subsidiary 
“Shipping Corporation of India Land and 
Assets Limited” pursuant to approval of Board 
of Directors based on the concurrence given by 
this Ministry and NITI Aayog for hiving off the 
Non-core Assets of the Company as a part of the 
Demerger under SCI’s strategic Disinvestment 
process.

(viii) Agreement between India and Maldives
Agreement for augmenting marine safety, 

security and environment protection in the region 
through cooperation in the LRIT system between 
India and Maldives was signed on 30.09.2021 at 
Male by Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
on behalf of the Government of the Republic of 
Maldives and High Commissioner of India on 
behalf of the Government of India.

(viii) Inauguration of Lighthouse at 
Valiyazhikkal

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways inaugurated a new Lighthouse at 
Valiyazhikkal in Alappuzha district of Kerala 
in the presence of Alappuzha MP, on 30th 
October, 2021. Construction of the lighthouse 
will immensely benefit the mariners plying in 
this Kerala region and the local fishermen will 
benefit for Day mark in day time and Safe return 
in Night time from the sea. After obtaining 
the Coastal Regulatory Zone (CRZ) clearance 
and other statutory clearance, the 41.26 metre 
height pentagonal RCC tower with elevator and 
allied buildings have been constructed and the 
lighthouse is currently on trial run since 03rd 
June, 2021.

(ix) Special Campaign from 2nd October, 
2021 to 31st October, 2021

During the drive Minister of Ports, Shipping 
& Waterways took meetings with the officials of 
Ministry on the special campaign for disposal of 
pending matters and issued written instructions 
on the issues such as Clean India Drive directly 
to all officers/ Staffs to take necessary action 
in this regard. Main Secretariat of the Ministry 
Weeded out 5179 files, organized Swachhta 
Pakhwada, freed 561 Sq. Feet of floor area 
and Organizations of this Ministry weeded out 
160700 files and 8294 obsolete equipment / 
furniture disposed of during the campaign.

(x) Reducing Compliance Burden (RCB)
The Sub-Nodal Agencies under this Ministry 

i.e., Directorate General of Shipping and Indian 
Port Association identified 124 compliances for 
reduction of same in Phase-I and Phase-II. The 
progress of RCB was reviewed regularly and the 
target of reducing the all 124 identified items 
was achieved before 15th August, 2021.

(xi) Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Programme
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 

has prepared week wise programme for the 
celebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav from 
March, 2021 to August, 2022 which include 
programmes for foundation stone laying and 
inauguration at Major Ports. 27 organizations 
under the Ministry have organized various 
activities like Essay Writing Competition, 
Singing Competition of Patriotic Songs/
Inspirational songs, Quiz on National Freedom 
Movement and India’s rich Culture & Heritage. 
Programmes on Nutrition, Exercise and Yoga by 
organizing various competitions have also been 
done. Programmes for providing Assistance 
to Old Age Home, Health checkup camp, Eye 
camp and training programmes for employees 
and family have also been organized. As on date, 
around 124 programmes have been organized by 
various organizations under this Ministry and 
around 104 programmes details uploaded on 
Ministry of Culture website after the celebration.
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The major highlights of the Department of 
Commerce during the year 2021 are as 
follows:

1.Export Target of US$ 400 billion for 
Merchandise in 2021-22

a. Target of US$ 400 billion for 200 countries 
and 30 Quick estimates commodity groups 
has been set by Department of Commerce for 
the year 2021-22, based on past trend, current 
scenario and policy dynamics in India and rest 
of the world. India’s merchandise exports have 
reached 65.89 percent of the target of USD 400 
Billion, till November 2021.

b. For monthly monitoring of achievement 
of targets, an Export Monitoring Desk under 
Statistics Division of DGFT has been set up. The 
disaggregated targets enable tight monitoring by 
country/ region/ mission/ products/ commodity 
groups/ Export Promotion Councils.

c. The Prime Minister addressed the 
Ambassadors/ High Commissioners/ Commercial 
Missions, Line Ministries/ Departments, States/ 
UTs, EPCs, Commodity Boards/ Authorities, 
Industry/ Trade Associations, etc. on 6th August 
2021 on “Local Goes Global - Make in India for 
the World” for achieving target US$ 400 billion 
of exports.

2. Export Performance
Merchandise

a. India’s exports have been performing 
extremely well in last 8 months with exports 
exceeding USD 30 billion for the 8th consecutive 
month in the current financial year.

b. The cumulative value of exports during 
April-November 2021 has been estimated at 
USD 263.57 Billion compared to USD 174.16 
Billion during April-November 2020, which is a 
positive growth of 51.34 percent. As compared 
to April-November 2019, exports in April-
November 2021 exhibited a positive growth of 
24.82 per cent.
Services

a. India’s services exports remained relatively 
resilient to the pandemic which impacted world 
trade in commercial services in 2020. India’s 
share in world commercial services exports 
has increased from 3.5% in 2019 to 4.1% in 
2020, leading to improvement of India’s rank in 
leading exporters of commercial services from 
8th to 7th in 2020.

3. Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM)
a. To commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav, the Department of Commerce 
organised ‘Vanijya Saptah’ from 20th to 26th 
September, 2021 with an objective to highlight 
how India is empowering every stakeholder in 
the international trade ecosystem to produce 
quality products which can stand the global 
competition – Make in India for the world. To 
that end the Department of Commerce worked 
in collaboration with State Governments, UT 
administrations and all relevant stakeholders in 
the export process throughout the country to set 
up a week long string of activities.

b. Various activities organised during week 
long programme on the themes or the aspirational 
goals like (i) Towards Greater Self Reliance (ii) 
Showcasing India: A Rising Economic Force 
(iii) Green and Swachh SEZs (iv) Vanijya Utsav 
(v) From Farm to Foreign Lands, which the 
Government is pursuing in arena of International 
trade with Central idea of attaining excellence 
in terms of quality of the products which can 
withstand global competition, a sine qua non 
for achieving the goal of Make in India for the 
World.

c. Events organised were a fusion of business 
and celebration as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. All the events were widely and 
enthusiastically participated in not only by the 
primary stakeholders of trade i.e. the exporters 
but also by States Govt./ UTs Administrations, 
Export Promotion Councils, Industries, Traders, 
Producers, Plantation workers, MSMEs and 
other stakeholders on Pan India basis covering 
around 700 districts. All the events around the 
five themes were a resounding success as every 
State and Union Territory along with all the 
stakeholders participated with exuberance.

4. Ease of Doing Business
a. In order to provide policy stability during 

the pandemic period, Foreign Trade Policy 
(FTP) 2015-20 was extended for the year 2021-
22 i.e. up to 31st March 2022.

b. Exemption from Integrated Goods & 
Service Tax and Compensation Cess under 
Advance Authorizations (AA)/ EPCG, EOU 
scheme extended up to 31st March 2022.

c. IT systems of DGFT revamped with API 
based message exchange with community 
partners on export promotion schemes.
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d. The common eCoO portal has been 

extended for issuing non-preferential certificates 
of origin also.

e. Information on Foreign Trade Policy 
Updates, Import/Export Policy, Export/Import 
Statistics, status of applications, 24x7 virtual 
assistance has been made available through the 
DGFT Trade Facilitation App that was launched 
by Hon’ble CIM on 12.04.2021.

f. Export Obligation period of specified 
Advance & EPCG Authorisations extended till 
31st December 2021.

5. Implementation of RoDTEP Scheme
a. Scheme for Remission of Duties and Taxes 

on Exported Products (RoDTEP) has been 
notified on exports from 1st January 2021. The 
Scheme creates a mechanism for reimbursement 
of taxes/ duties/ levies, which are currently not 
being refunded under any other mechanism, 
at the central, state and local level, but which 
are incurred in the process of manufacture 
and distribution of exported products. Major 
component of such taxes is electricity duty and 
VAT on fuels used in transportation / distribution.

b. RoDTEP scheme covers around 8555 
HS lines, with rates of remission ranging from 
0.01% to 4.3%.

c. The RoDTEP Scheme operates with an end 
to end digitization and no separate application is 
required to be filed to claim RoDTEP benefits. 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC), Ministry of Finance is implementing the 
Scheme. The CBIC’s ICEGATE online module 
has been operationalized and exporters have 
started availing e-scrips under the Scheme.

6. Notification of SEIS scheme  
for the FY 2019-20

a. For the services rendered in the FY 2019-
20, Service Exports from India Scheme (SEIS) 
was notified vide Notification No. 29 dated 
23.09.2021, containing the list of eligible service 
categories and rates

7. India and Mauritius signed the 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and 

Partnership Agreement (CECPA)
a. India and Mauritius signed the 

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and 
Partnership Agreement (CECPA) on 22nd 
February 2021 which entered into force on 1st 
April 2021.

b. The CECPA is the first trade Agreement 
signed by India with a country in Africa. The 
Agreement is a limited agreement, which will 
cover Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin, Trade 
in Services, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures, 
Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural 
Persons, Telecom, Financial services, Customs 
Procedures and Cooperation in other Areas.

c. The India-Mauritius CECPA provides for 
an institutional mechanism to encourage and 
improve trade between the two countries. The 
CECPA between India and Mauritius covers 
310 export items for India. As regards trade in 
services, Indian service providers will have 
access to around 115 sub-sectors from the 11 
broad service sectors.

8. India-UAE Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) Negotiations

a. India-UAE CEPA negotiations were 
launched on 22nd September 2021 during 
the visit of UAE delegation. Two rounds of 
negotiations have been held so far and both 
sides are aiming to conclude the negotiations by 
December 2021 and signing of the Agreement by 
March 2022.

b. During the negotiations, both sides 
reiterated the importance of the India-UAE CEPA 
and its potential to not only expand economic 
and investment opportunities, but mark a new 
phase of cooperation and collaboration This 
new strategic economic agreement is expected 
to increase bilateral trade in goods to US$ 100 
billion within five years of the signed agreement 
and increase trade in services to US$ 15 billion.

9. India-Australia Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) 

Negotiations
a. India-Australia CECA negotiations are at 

an advance stage. Both countries are expected to 
complete negotiations for the Interim Agreement 
soon. Final agreement is expected to be completed 
by end of 2022. The key negotiating subjects are 
Trade in Goods, Services, Investment, Rules 
of Origin, Customs Facilitation, Legal and 
Institutional issues etc.

10. BRICS Trade Fair 2021 during  
16th to 18th August 2021 (Virtual)

a. BRICS Trade Fair, an initiative of the 
Department of Commerce, a key engagement 
was held virtually under India’s Chairmanship 
from 16th to 18th August, 2021.

b. The BRICS Trade Fair 2021 witnessed the 

participation of over 5000 delegates, and the 
event had over 2500 pre-fixed B2B meetings. 
The Trade Fair also saw over 8000 Virtual booth 
visits by the business delegates, which attributed 
to over 2000 business interactions.

11. India Pavilion at  
World Expo 2020 at Dubai

a. World Expo 2020 is being held in Dubai 
from 1st October, 2021 to 31st March, 2022. This 
is the first expo which is being held in MEASA 
(Middle East, Africa and South Asia) region. 
The India Pavilion at World Expo at Dubai was 
inaugurated by CIM on 01.10.2021.

b. The main theme of World Expo 2020 is 
“Connecting Minds, Creating the Future”. The 
main theme is further branched into three sub 
themes of the Expo viz. - Opportunity, Mobility 
and Sustainability. World Expo, Dubai is 
expected to herald the revival of global economy 
post the COVID-19 pandemic with participation 
of more than 190 countries and 25 million 
expected visitors.

c. India Pavilion at the Dubai Expo has 
turned out to be a huge draw, registering another 
landmark by receiving more than six lakh visitors 
in just 83 days of its opening.
12. Government e-Marketplace (GeM): Open 

and Transparent Procurement
a. A total 31.8 Lakh vendors have been 

onboarded on GeM, out of which 7.39 Lakh 
are MSMEs, which constitute about 23% of 
the vendor base and contribute over 57% of the 
cumulative Gross Merchandise Value on GeM.

b. GeM has drastically brought down waiting 
time and prices for buyers and ensured timely 
payments to the sellers. It has enabled various 
modes of procurement as prescribed in GFR 
and has made available various analytical tools 
to facilitate buyers to make informed decision 
while making procurement.

c. GeM has created a Unified Procurement 
System for the country in line with the vision of 
the Government, by bringing the functionalities 
of the Defence Public Procurement Portal, 
the Central Public Procurement Portal and its 
sub-portals onto GeM to provide a single user 
experience. The Unified Procurement System 
will consolidate the scattered vendor bases 
on publishing portals onto GeM leading to 
advantages of economies of scale, better price 
discovery and dissemination of best practices in 
procurement.

d. In order to promote inclusion, MSMEs, Self-
Help Groups (SHGs), tribal artisans, craftsmen, 
startups, in consultation with the Ministry of 
MSME and the Ministry of Rural Development, 
GeM has taken various initiatives for their 
onboarding through STARTUP RUNWAY, 
SARAS COLLECTION, TRIBESINDIA 
eSTORE, onboarding of Artisans and Weavers, 
Bamboo and Womaniya etc.

13. Re-development of Pragati Maidan
IECC Project

a. The landmark Pragati Maidan fair 
ground is being redeveloped into a world class 
International Exhibition cum Convention Centre 
(IECC) in two phases (2nd phase will be taken 
up a few years later). The work on the IECC 
project is underway and all its segments are 
now scheduled to be completed by June 2022. 
Hon’ble Prime Minister inaugurated the new 
Exhibition Complex (Halls 2, 3, 4 & 5) as a 
part of the IECC Project on 13.10.2021 on the 
sidelines of the Launch of PM Gati Shakti.

14. National Logistics Policy
a. National Logistics Policy has been 

developed after wide consultations with all 
Central Ministries on the supply and demand 
side and takes a comprehensive view of the 
sector defining specific action points with the 
key objective of matching and improving upon 
global standards in logistics efficiency and to 
integrate with Global supply chains.

b. A 75-point National Logistics Reform 
Action Plan has also been prepared with specific 
actionable items on the policy.

c. Revised policy is in its final stages of 
approval. The Policy targets to reduce the 
cost of logistics by about 5% over the next 5 
years, achieving a ranking in top 25 of major 
global logistics-related performance indices, 
and encourage environmentally sustainable, 
inclusive and future ready logistics.

15. PM Gati Shakti NMP
a. PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan 

for multi-modal infrastructure connectivity 
to Economic Zones which is an Integrated 
Plan depicting Economic zones and Multi-
modal Connectivity Infrastructure on a GIS 
Platform was launched in October, 2021 to 
holistically integrate individual interventions of 
various Ministries/Departments with a national 
perspective and provide coordinated IT enabled 

Map based approach to planning, operations and 
monitoring of projects.

b. Empowered Group of Secretaries and 
Network Planning Group has been constituted 
and their first meetings have been held. 
Constitution of Technical Support Unit is under 
way. Training workshops by BISAG-N have 
been completed. Zonal Conferences of States 
on PM Gati Shakti for onboarding States in the 
National Master Plan is currently progressing 
since November 2021 till January 2022.

c. The National Master Plan on GIS Platform 
being developed by BISAG-N is expected to be 
complete and launched by April 2022.

d. The Logistics Performance Index (LPI) 
released every two years by the World Bank is 
one of the most widely referred reports used to 
assess logistics performance of countries. On the 
index, India was ranked 44 out of 160 countries 
in 2018 vis-à-vis rank of 54 in 2014 (most recent 
study conducted till date is in 2018).

16. Trade Infrastructure for  
Export Scheme (TIES)

a. The Department of Commerce is 
implementing TIES w.e.f. FY 2017-18 with the 
objective to enhance export competitiveness 
by supporting development of export linked 
infrastructure that can be utilized by multiple 
exporters. The scheme has been extended further 
for 5 years i.e. from 2021-22 to 2025-26 with 
total budget outlay of Rs. 360 crores. In BE 
2021-22, Rs. 75 crores has been allotted for the 
Scheme. In the FY year 2021-22 till December 
8, new projects with total TIES fund of 113 
crore has been approved by the Empowered 
Committee.

17. Agri Export Policy (AEP)
a. After pursuance with the concerned State 

Govt. officials requesting for cooperation for 
finalising the State Agri Export Action Plan in 
a time bound manner, five States and one UT 
have finalized the State specific Action Plan 
viz. Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and UT of A&N 
Islands. The action plans of remaining States are 
at different stages of finalization.

b. APEDA signed an MoU with NAFED 
for strengthening the export linkage of Farmer 
Cooperatives.

c. In pursuance to the series of interactions 
held with Amazon Web Services (AWS) team, 
the approval was accorded for executing two 
pilot projects for the proposals submitted 
on Blockchain traceability for GI Mangoes 
(Alphonso) and Digital assaying at APEDA 
packhouses.

d. Blockchain Technology in GrapeNet: 
APEDA implemented Blockchain solution as 
part of its GrapeNet traceability system. The 
Blockchain technology helped tracking all 
the activities and steps involved in the grape 
lifecycle, right from farm allocation to the 
delivery of grapes.

18. Coffee Development  
Programme in Odisha

a. Coffee Board has initiated a programme 
with the Government of Odisha to promote 
coffee and black pepper cultivation by tribals 
in Koraput District. This four-year programme, 
designed to be implemented with financial 
assistance from the Government of Odisha and 
technical assistance from the Coffee Board, has a 
budget of Rs. 16.46 crore and envisages support 
to about 4100 tribal growers to produce coffee 
and black pepper in an area of about 2000 ha 
(existing and new).

19. Rubber Census
a. Rubber Board is conducting nationwide 

census on rubber by using digitalized mobile 
application, ‘RUBAC’, developed in association 
with Digital University, Kerala, with a view to 
ascertain the area under rubber, new-planted 
area, re-planted area, the age profile of trees, 
discarded area over the years, level of adoption 
of new clones, size of holdings and details of 
tappers etc. Field enumeration has started in 
Kottayam District.

20. Collaborative Project for  
rubber plantation development in  

NE region with ATMA
a. A project for supporting development 

of new rubber plantations in North East and 
improving quality of processed forms of rubber 
with a contribution of Rs.1,100 crore from major 
tyre companies, represented by Automotive 
Tyre Manufacturers Association (ATMA), is 
approved and MoU signed under the initiative 
and guidance of Hon’ble Commerce and Industry 
Minister.

b. The plan is to develop 2,00,000 ha of rubber 
plantations in North East in five years. Planting 
of rubber started in July 2021 and expected area 
to be planted in 2021 is 5000 ha.
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Shri K. Uthaya Kumar will take over the 
charge as Secretary General of Maritime 
Association of Nationwide Shipping 

Agencies – India (MANSA) from 
the current incumbent Shri C.S. 
Murty effective 1 January, 2022.

Aided with a Masters in 
English coupled with a host 
of post Graduate Diplomas in, 
Port and Shipping Management, 
Public relations’, Marketing and 
sales Management, Shri Kumar 
has risen from the probationary 
officer of 1983 to that of the 
Head of the Traffic Department 
of Mumbai Port, spanning over a 
period of 38 years.

MANSA executive committee members 
remain greatly appreciative of the yeoman 
service rendered to the cause of ship-agents 
during his over a decade service to the 
association by Shri C S Murty and thanked 
the out-going secretary general and wished 
him all the very best for a healthy & peaceful 
retired life with his family.

MANSA President, Captain Ram Iyer added 
that “Shri Murty had contributed immensely to 
the objectives of the ship agent’s association 

during his tenure and we shall remain indebted 
to his efforts in helping us achieve our goals 
during his long innings at MANSA.” 

Welcoming Shri Uthaya Kumar on board, 
Captain Ram Iyer wished him the very best 

and assured him cooperation of all 
the members to help him execute 
the duties in the best possible 
manner.

Besides participating in a 
seminar at Antwerp, on ‘Inland 
waterways, Transport & Coastal 
Shipping’ organized by APEC, 
Shri Uthaya Kumar has varied 
experience in the entire gamut 
of port operations and is an able 
administrator.

Established in 1977, Maritime 
Association of Nationwide 

Shipping Agencies – India which was till 
recently known as Mumbai and Nhava-
Sheva Ship-Agents Association – (MANSA), 
underwent a name change to position the 
association’s nation-wide character given that 
its members account for 85% of the cargo 
handled at all ports across the country. The 
association gives a powerful voice to the 
grievances of ship agents and addresses their 
issues to enhance the working and business 
environment besides good relationships with 
the port authorities and port administration.

Uthaya Kumar Takes Charge as 
MANSA’s Secretary General
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Commenting on the interim data for 
the first three weeks of December 
exhibiting over 35% growth in 

exports, Dr A Sakthivel, President, FIEO 
said that such performance is remarkable 
and better than anticipated by us since 
lot of exports have been frontloaded and 
shipments generally meant for December 
have already been exported in November 
or earlier. Moreover, our exporters across 
sectors are flushed with orders for the next 
fiscal pushing the growth prospects. We 
will also be having the additional exports 
coming from some of the PLI sectors in 
the next fiscal pushing overall exports and 
continuing us on the same growth path. 
The Mega Textile Parks and Food Parks 
will also have a spin off effect on the 
export of Food & Textile products.

President, FIEO also countered the news 
reported in some of the dailies stating that 

US$ 500 Bn target 
may elude us. Dr 
Sakthivel said that 
since India will be 
adding over US$ 

130 Bn or so in 
the current fiscal, we should aim to build 
on the same and thus aim much higher. 
Since we are likely to cross US$ 400 Bn 
in 2021-22, we should focus and aim for 
exports in the vicinity of US$ 525-530 Bn 
in 2022-23.

Looking into the enabling eco-system 
provided for the manufacturing, Dr Sakthivel 
urged the industry to come forward to create 
capacities to meet the increasing demand as 
global focus is on India.

Spectacular Exports Growth Coupled 
With Orders In Hand Will Push  

India’s Exports In Next Fiscal: FIEO 
Chief Sakthivel
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It has been a year of new records for the 
shipping industry. Carriers’ profitability 
during this year was so phenomenal that 

it favorably compared to that of the four 
most prominent American tech monopolies, 
collectively known as FANG (Facebook, 
Amazon, Netflix and Google)

However, the people behind this tremendous 
success have been left vulnerable - and 
sometimes forsaken - by the same industry 
they power.

Seafarers have faced endless challenges 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic and its many 
variants. Arbitrary government protocols 
aimed at reducing the spread of the virus 
have resulted in complicating seafarers’ 
repatriation. Out of the 1.5 million seafarers 
serving at sea, barely a quarter are vaccinated, 
according to estimates by trade bodies. This 
means that most seafarers face procedural 
obstacles to crew change in many localities, as 
governments change immigration policies or 
close borders due to the omicron surge.

As an example, port facilities in Singapore 
and China now demand that seafarers have 
to wait for 10 days before disembarking to 
avoid importing the virus. They must also 
show proof of vaccination or are blocked at 
the border points.

“We have 56 countries tightening travel 
restrictions with omicron, and some sailors 
flying out from South Africa were diverted 
back and quarantined in hotels,” said Rajeshi 
Unni, CEO of ship management firm Synergy 
Group, speaking to the Wall Street Journal

As of September, only 60 out of 174 IMO 
member states had recognized seafarers 
as essential workers. Even for the states 
that have granted this recognition, there is 
still variation in the way that local officials 
interpret the directive. Many airports, ports 
and borders points are still not able to assign 
priority to sailors, and sailors have not been 
provided with proper priority documentation 
to facilitate their travel.

Tens of thousands of seafarers are still 
stuck onboard vessels beyond expiry of their 
contracts, but the data shows some signs of 
improvement. The Neptune Declaration Crew 
Change Indicator – a regular poll that surveys 
more than 90,000 seafarers on a monthly basis 
- indicates that there was a decrease to 4.7 

percent of seafarers stranded onboard in the 
month of December compared to 7.1 percent 
in November.

The improvement can be chalked up in part 
to programs offering free vaccination to sailors 
at major ports, such as Los Angeles, Long 
Beach, Rotterdam and Singapore. Non-profits 
and trade organizations like the International 
Chamber of Shipping have come out strongly 
to support these initiatives.

The endless challenges facing seafarers in 
the pandemic era translate into low morale – 
and signs that many experienced mariners are 
thinking of quitting the industry altogether.

The Seafarers Happiness Index report for 
Q3 - released this December by The Mission 
to Seafarers - includes somber narrations 
by crew wanting to abandon their careers in 
sailing.

“It is said that pain is a great teacher - and 
sadly, it seems to be teaching seafarers that 
perhaps a career at sea is not for them. We 
heard from a growing number of respondents 
who stated that they will be completing their 
trip and not coming back, or who are throwing 
themselves into finding a new job,” noted the 
report.

This is a warning bell for future hiring 
prospects of seafarers. According to 
Bloomberg, Western Shipping Pte Ltd., a 
Singapore-based tanker operator, said about 
20 percent of its nearly 1000 mariners don’t 
want to get back onto ships. Anglo-Eastern 
Univan Group has also reported that five 
percent of its 30,000 mariners have as of last 
month indicated they aren’t interested in a 
new contract.

A majority of seafarers abandoning their 
careers are senior crewmembers, with vast 
experience and tenure in sailing. This may 
affect skills transfer to junior officers if 
business continues as usual. BIMCO, ICS and 
Drewry report that 2026 might be the tipping 
point of a coming seafarer shortage, as 90,000 
more officers will be required to operate 
merchant vessels.

2022 could as well shape up as another 
year of supply chain disruption, especially if 
governments fail to prioritize safe transit of 
seafarers. It is likely that COVID-19 variants 
will persist in the near future, and a failure to 
provide vaccines and access to crew change 
could create staffing problems - adding to the 
challenges of the year ahead.

Exodus Of Seafarers Could Add To 
Supply Chain Disruption In 2022

Visakhapatnam
Port Wings News Network

Gangavaram Port, the deepest and the 
most modern port in the country, on 28 
December continued its unprecedented 

streak of records by achieving yet another 
milestones in various cargo commodities. 
The port provides efficient cargo handling 
services for a variety of bulk and break bulk 
cargo groups to the customers.  The port and 
its related facilities & material handling system 
are amongst the most advanced in Asia meeting 
the highest standards in terms of safety.

Milestones:
• Vedanta cargo of 16,894 MT Aluminum 

Billets and WRC was sent to the United States 
through Gangavaram by The vessel MV 

OUTRIDER. De-stuffing, stacking, moving 
through trailers, and loading into vessel 
were all done by Gangavaram Port team and 
containerized cargo was changed to bulk. 
Signode’s Lashing Straps were used for the 
first time. Tough Stowage devised a successful 
plan for the voyage. Heat Treated Dunnage 
was used for the first time in accordance with 
International standards.

• In another achievement GPL made a 
record by loading 4,256 MT in 24 hrs basis 
when Vessel MV Eagle Trader carrying 25,085 
MT of Vedanta Cargo Aluminum Ingots & 
Sows was berthed at Gangavaram Port.

• Also GPL made a record in the Vessel 

MV Mandarin Eagle by loading 9,078 MT of 
RINL Steel Blooms in 24 hrs basis.

• Highest bagging – The port has achieved 
another milestone in bagging the highest 
quantity of fertilizers.

• Highest Mechanical Bagging Quantity: 
Gangavaram Port Ltd (GPL) displayed 
excellent performance by loading 8,500 MTs 
and 1,88,887 bags which were completed in a 
record time with 10 MBUs in 24 hours.

• Infrastructure - Gangavaram Port offers 
nearly 1.2 million square meters of covered 
storage space, as well as dedicated covered 
sidings for fertilizer operations. The latest 125 
Ton Fertilizer Hoppers, Mechanized Bagging 
Units, and Bags Conveyors boost the handling 
capability until Wagons and Trucks are loaded. 

Every day, the Port sends out three 
rakes of fertilizer. With expanded 
capacity & infrastructure coupled 
with efficiency in operations, 
Gangavaram port routinely delivers 
high Fertilizer dispatches with ease 
for customers

“We are incredibly proud of our 
team’s accomplishments. Our cargo 
management efficiency is demonstrated 
by our record cargo loading and 
discharge of numerous commodities. 
We at Gangavaram Port always strive 
to provide the best service to our 
customers. GPL provides significant 
cost savings to Indian importers 

through reduced ocean freight, highly efficient 
Operations, advanced material handling and 
evacuation systems, vast storage areas for all types 
of cargo, extensive ancillary facilities, and faster 
turnaround time and delivery” spokesperson of 
Gangavaram Port Ltd.

Gangavaram Port has the unique distinction 
of being one of the few Greenfield port projects 
in India. Gangavaram Port, with its deep draft 
berths and efficient operations has become 
the gateway port for a hinterland, spread 
over Eastern, Western, Southern and Central 
India. The port has the ability to handle larger 
vessels efficiently & has resulted in substantial 
savings to the Port users and the trade.

Gangavaram Port Achieves Another  
Milestone in Cargo Handling of Commodities

Dr A Sakthivel 
FIEO President
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The Portland Opportunities 
Industrialization Center (POIC) Sabah 
Sdn Bhd in Malaysia has joined the 

World Logistics Passport (WLP), the world’s 
first freight programme designed to increase 
trading opportunities between markets and 
accelerate the flow of global trade.

The joining of the Malaysian company 
to WLP is projected to enhance Malaysia’s 
access to global markets and strengthen 
the programme in the country and across 
Asia, offering key businesses unmatched 
opportunities and benefits.

Malaysia is a strategic ally to many trading 
destinations. As the POIC joins the WLP, 
traders and freight forwarders in Malaysia who 
join the programme will have the opportunity 
to boost trade activity across the country and 
support local companies by getting access to 
fast-tracking of cargo movement, reducing 
administrative costs, and facilitating trade 

across borders, according to POIC Sabah 
CEO, Datuk Fredian Gan.

POIC Sabah Sdn Bhd owns and operates 
POIC Port Lahad Datu, which covers 
the integrated port facilities and logistics 
infrastructure in the Lombok-Makassar Straits 
of Indonesia, comprising a container terminal 
with an annual capacity of 250,000 TEU.

POIC’s recent joining of the World 
Logistics Passport will go beyond 
deepening the close trade relations that 
connects Malaysia to key geographies but 
will also provide increased accessibility 
to international markets, such as Mexico, 
Malaysia’s export market and a WLP 
Gateway, as well as China, Singapore and 
the United States, according to a statement.

“The WLP hopes to supercharge supply 
chain development and bridge the gaps between 
manufacturing hubs that are expanding across 
emerging markets, particularly in Southeast 
Asia and Africa,” stated POIC Sabah CEO, 
Datuk Fredian Gan.
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CITPL - Chennai

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/
Line

Calling Ports

05/01 06/01 MD1 GREEN HOPE 35748W-35748E WAN
Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore,Shangha

05/01 06/01 TCXNEW OSAKA 21005 SCM
Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore,Shangha

09/01 10/01 CI3 XIN WEN ZHOU 138 CCO
Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore,Shangha

05/01 06/01 FME XIN LIAN YUN GANG 090 CCO
Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore,Shangha

07/01 08/01 CI3
INTERASIA 
CATALYST

W009-E009 WAN
Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore,Shangha

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

05/01 06/01 CI5 INTERASIA HERITAGE
TAO-PUS-SHA-SHK-SIN-WPK-
PKG-MAA-KAT-PKG-SIN-PGU-
SHK-KHH-TAO

05/01 06/01 ISG EF EMMA JEB/COK/CMB

03/01 04/01 IEX TOKYO BAY
TUT/LEH/JED/HAM/ANR/CMB/
RTM/PIR/COK/DAM/VTZ/LGP/KRI

05/01 06/01 IEX XIN TIAN JIN
TUT/LEH/JED/HAM/ANR/CMB/
RTM/PIR/COK/DAM/VTZ/LGP/KRI

05/01 06/01 COST TCI SURYA IXZ

CCTL - Chennai

APM Terminal - Mumbai

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

05/01 06/01 CWX KOTA MEGAH PIL

08/01 09/01 MINA CMA CGM OTELLO CCA Jebel Ali, Mundra,Hazira,Nhava Sheva

05/01 06/01 ADHOC WANA BHUM RCL Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

08/01 09/01 IN2 APL CALIFORNIA CCA

07/01 08/01 FM3 ALS APOLLO MAE
Pipavav,Hazira,JNPT,Jebel 
Ali,Salalah,Port Said,Mersin,Ambarli 
Port,Izmlt Korfezi,Novorosslysk

12/01 13/01 NMG X PRESS 
EUPHRATES SEC Jebel Ali, Mundra,Hazira,Nhava Sheva

11/01 12/01 CWX GLS VALERIE GLD

09/01 10/01 CWI ZIM VIRGINIA GLD Pipavav,Port Klang,Singapore, Shangai, 
Ningbo, Xiamen

06/01 07/01 ADHOC3 OOCL ZHOUSHAN OCL Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

05/01 06/01 CWI TESSA ESA Pipavav,Port Klang,Singapore, Shangai, 
Ningbo, Xiamen

04/01 05/01 TIP MOL GENESIS ONE Jebel Ali, Mundra,Hazira,Nhava Sheva

08/01 09/01 ASX NORTHERN 
PRACTISE TWF Jebel Ali, Mundra,Hazira,Nhava Sheva

NSICT - Mumbai

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

03/01 04/01 AS1 MARATHOPOLIS CCA

04/01 05/01 MESAWA GH CHINOOK MSK Mundra, Nhava Sheva, Valencia, New York, 
Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, Freeport

05/01 06/01 BLUENILE MERKUR 
ARCHIPELAGO MSK

05/01 06/01 BLUENILE INTER SYDNEY MSK

06/01 07/01 BMM SINGAPORE 
BRIDGE EMS

06/01 07/01 CSC S J BOSS SAA

06/01 07/01 ADHOC1 SPIL NISAKA APA JED,NSA,BQM

07/01 08/01 MIDAS SEASPAN LAHORE CCA Nhava Sheva, Mundra, Port Qasim, 
Singapore

07/01 08/01 AIM NAVARINO HLI

07/01 08/01 IPAK GUENTHER 
SCHULTE MSC

08/01 09/01 CSC ARTENOS SMM

08/01 09/01 IIX AS SICILIA RIS Nhava Sheva, Mundra, Port Qasim, 
Singapore

08/01 09/01 SIS SEAGO 
BREMERHAVEN FTS

8-1 9-1 MWE MAERSK 
COLUMBUS MSK

09/01 10/01 MECL LIBRA MSK

10/01 11/01 BMM MTT PASIR 
GUDANG EMS

11/01 12/01 ADHOC MAERSK RUBICON ALX Nhava Shiva,Mundra, Khor Al Fakkan, 
Port Klang,Singapore, Shanghai, 

11/01 12/01 MESAWA RIO CENTAURUS MSK Mundra, Nhava Sheva, Valencia, New York, 
Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, Freeport

12/01 13/01 BLUENILE GULF BARAKAH MSK

5-1 6-1 CTS MV.OCEAN OROBE 121S FAR SHIPPING
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

6-1 7-1 TUX MV.OEL SHRAVAN 22101 TWF
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

7-1 8-1 BOX MV.SMILEY LADY 22001S OASIS SHIPPING
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

9-1 10-1 TUX MV.OEL SHRAVAN 22102 TWF
COLOMBO, TUTICORIN, 
COLOMBO

DAKSHINBHARATH GATEWAY TERMINAL / TuTIcoRIN

VCTPL, Vizag

ETA ETD Service Vessel Name Voy Agent/Line Calling Ports

4-1 5-1 CHX KOTA LATIF 152W MSK Ennore, Krishnapatnam, 
Visakhapatnam, Tanjung Pelepas, 
Xingang, Qingdao 

4-1 5-1 MDM GREEN HOPE 35748E WHL Colombo

5-1 6-1 CCG VARADA 0044 SMI Cochin, Nhava Sheva, Mundra, 
Jebel Ali, Bandar Abbas, 
Dammam

7-1 8-1 FME XIN LIAN YUN GANG 090E COS Port Kelang(North port) – 
Singapore, Shanghai

9-1 10-1 CVK MSC JANIS 3 MISC

10-1 11-1 ADHOC MARINE TARABA WHL Nhava Shiva, Mundra, Khor Al 
Fakkan, Port Klang, Singapore, 
Shanghai, 

12-1 13/01 CCG MOGRAL 0045 SMI Cochin , Nhava Sheva, Mundra, 
Jebel Ali, Bandar Abbas, 
Dammam
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Port Canaveral voted best U.S. cruise 
homeport of 2021

Shandong Port Group pledges to deepen 
partnerships with container carriers

The Shanghai Containerized Freight Index 
breaks through 5,000 points for the first time

The 2021 Cruise Ship Awards results have started to be released, and 
Port Canaveral has won the Best Cruise Homeport in the United States for 
the second time. The port had previously won the 2019 awards. In 2020, 
the awards were very limited due to the industry-wide shutdown.

Port Canaveral received more votes than any other port, including the 
cruise capital of the world, PortMiami, also in Florida. The Cruise Ship 
Awards opened up for voting in mid-September 2021, and ever since, 
Cruise Hive readers have been able to cast a single vote in each of the 
seven categories. Any repeat votes and suspicious activity have not been 
included in the final results.

The Florida cruise port is the second busiest in the world, with multi-
day embarkations and catering to some of the largest cruise ships from 
the largest cruise lines in the world. The port has already welcomed the 
new Terminal 3 to cater to Carnival’s new LNG-powered mega-ships, 
resulting in increased capacity.

Before the pandemic, Port Canaveral was hosting nearly 5 million 
revenue cruise passengers annually, which is set to keep growing in 
the future. The port has a total of seven terminals, with several recently 
undergoing renovations.

Shandong Port Group or SPG – one of the biggest ports operators in the 
world, based in Qingdao in East China’s Shandong province – on Dec 29 
held a major ports and shipping seminar on “new pattern, new integration, 
new development” in the port city, according to the company’s release.

A total of 16 leaders from the Qingdao branches of container carriers, 
including China COSCO SHIPPING Group Ltd, gathered there to discuss 
cooperation and to map out a blueprint for their future development.

Data from SPG showed that the ports group received more than 520 
additional vessels this year, unloading an additional 260,000 TEUs, or 
twenty-foot equivalent units – the standard container size – of empty 
containers and offering nearly 300,000 TEUs for exports. This effectively 
resolved the problem of container shortages for foreign trade enterprises 
along the Yellow River basin and boosted the development of the 
shipping companies. Meanwhile, all the shipping companies were said 
to have helped SPG make new progress in container developments, with 
the growth rate of shipping routes and the number of additional vessels 
both hitting new highs. With this achievement, SPG has led global ports 
in port services, expanded strongly in both sea-oriented and land-oriented 
transport and comprehensively improved its business environment.

The Shanghai Containerized Freight Index (SCFI), a bellwether of 
the box spot markets, broke through the 5,000 mark for the first time 
in its history on Friday, ushering in 2022 with ever greater fortunes for 
liner operators. The index climbed 91 points to 5,047, roughly five times 
higher than its historical average. It broke through the 4,000 barrier in 
July last year for the first time ever, hitting a brief plateau at the start of 
autumn before rising again over the past six weeks.

It’s not just the spot market that is breaking new highs. As the first 
round of tender data has started to roll in, Xeneta data indicates that most 
of the 2022 long term contracts will be at record-high levels. Carriers are 
asking clients to pay up for secured, long term deals or risk being hit by 
the vagaries of the spot market.

The year 2021 was significant 
for the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways 

(MoRTH) as it not only continued 
with the good work done previously 
but also initiated certain measures 
which will have far reaching impact 
on the life of the citizens. The 
Ministry carried forward with its 
mission to build good quality of 
National Highways (NHs) during 
the year. In the last 7 years, length of 
NHs has gone up by more than 50% 
from 91,287 km (as on April 2014) 
to around 1,41,000 km now. All 
this happened despite the adverse 
situation due to Covid restrictions 
and heavy & long monsoon season.

The Union Cabinet approved 
“PM Gati Shakti - National Master 
Plan (NMP)” including institutional 
framework for rolling out, 
implementation, monitoring and 
support mechanism for providing 
multi-modal connectivity. The Plan 
was launched by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi at an event at Pragati 
Maidan in the national capital. The 
Ministry is working actively to 
realize the Prime Minister’s vision of 
building an integrated multi-modal 
national network of transportation 
and logistics as part of the “PM 
GatiShakti – National Master Plan”. 
Work on the Multi- Modal Logistics 
Parks (MMLPs) gained momentum 
in 2021, with tenders being invited 
for two MMLP projects – at Nagpur 
(Sindhi) and Chennai.

One of the major initiatives taken 
in 2021 was the announcement of 
the voluntary Vehicle Scrappage 
Policy, which will phase out unfit 
vehicles from the country. The 
policy, launched by Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi at a function 
in Gandhinagar (Gujarat), will not 
only reduce pollution, caused by the 
old, unfit vehicles from the road but 
also lead to substantial employment 
generation. The policy intends to 
create scrapping infrastructure in 
the form of Automated Testing 
Stations and Registered Vehicle 
Scrapping Facilities (RVSFs) across 
the country. Work on it has already 
started. The first such facility at 
Noida was recently inaugurated by 
RTH Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari.

While work continued on the 
different NH projects and tunnels 
at high speed, including Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, Bangalore-
Chennai Expressway and Zojila 
Tunnel, the foundation stone was 
laid for many projects by  Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, like 
the Delhi-Dehradun Expressway 
which will reduce the existing travel 
time between Dehradun and the 
National Capital thereafter, and the 
Zojila Tunnel.

As part of citizen-centric 
move, the Ministry started a new 
registration mark for vehicles under 
BH series, wherein those eligible 
for the scheme need not change 
the number plate of his vehicle 
while shifting to another state. This 
was done to ease the burden of re-
registration, which is a cumbersome 
and time-consuming process. In a 
significant step towards seamless 
movement of vehicles on the 
National Highways, the Ministry 
made it mandatory to use FASTag at 
all the toll plazas.

A number of steps were taken 
in 2021 to improve the road safety 
scenario in the country, which 
includes announcement of reward 
scheme for Good Samaritan and 
constitution of Road Safety Board. 
Similarly, several steps were taken 
to encourage the use of eco-friendly 
vehicles and fuel in order to make 
the environment cleaner.

Chennai
Port Wings News Network

YEAR END REVIEW 2021: Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways

A Special Campaign was 
launched to dispose of pending files. 
Accordingly, monitoring of disposal 
of pending MP references as on 30 
September, 2021 was done on daily 
basis through a dedicated portal and 
efforts were made for its quality 
disposal through coordination 
among different offices. Out of 
909 references pending as on 
30 September, 830 replies were 
given by the RTH Minister till 14 
December and in a day, a maximum 
of 169 MP references were disposed 
off. Similarly, through daily 
monitoring and in collaboration 
with concerned offices, the Ministry 
achieved a major target to dispose 
of 125 State Govt. References, 
1339 Public Grievances and 644 PG 
Appeals during the campaign.
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

PM GATISHAKTI
The Union Cabinet approved 

“PM Gati Shakti - National 
Master Plan (NMP)” including 
institutional framework for rolling 
out, implementation, monitoring 
and support mechanism for 
providing multi-modal connectivity. 
The Plan was launched by Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi at 
an event at Pragati Maidan in the 
national capital. The NMP aims at 
bringing in holistic planning and 
development across the country. All 
economic zones and infrastructure 
developments depicted in a single 
integrated platform will provide 
spatial visibility of physical 
linkages to promote comprehensive 
and integrated multi-modal national 
network of transportation and 
logistics with the aim to enhance 
ease of living, ease of doing business, 
minimize disruptions and expedite 
cost efficient completion of works. 
NMP will boost economic growth, 
attracting foreign investments 
and enhance the country’s global 
competitiveness there by enabling 
smooth transportation of goods, 
people and services and creating 
employment opportunities.

Union RTH Minister Shri 
Nitin Gadkari chaired a National 
Conference on “Investment 
Opportunities in Highways, 
Transport and Logistics” in Mumbai. 
The conference was organized with a 
view to emphasize on the importance 
of collaboration between various 
Central and State Government 
Ministries, its agencies and the 
private sector to provide an impetus 
to India’s logistics sector and  in-line 
with the vision of the Prime Minister, 
through the “PM Gati Shakti – 
National Master Plan”. Ministry 
plans to showcase the investment 
opportunities in highways, transport 
and logistics focusing on three central 
themes – Bharatmala Pariyojana, Asset 
Monetization and Vehicle Scrappage 
Policy. Speaking at the occasion, 
Shri Gadkari urged investors to come 
forward and invest with an open mind 
in the infrastructure sector, which 
offers a diverse array of investment 
opportunities spanning multiple 
asset classes including Highways, 
Multimodal Logistics Parks, Wayside 
Amenities, Ropeways, Warehousing 
Zones and more. Secretary Shri 
Giridhar Aramane said that the aim 
of the Government under the able 
leadership of the Prime Minister 
was to make Indian logistics system 
comparable to best in the world by 
reducing the logistics cost of India 
to 8-10%. He further emphasised 
that the return from the infrastructure 
investment is better than other asset 
class.

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS: 
CONSTRUCTION & 

ACHIEVEMENTS
Pace of construction increased 

from 12 km per day in 2014-15 to 37 

km per day in 2020-21 (by more than 
3 times). 4,410 km NHs constructed 
in 2014-15, while 13,327 km NHs 
constructed in 2020-21. In the last 7 
years, length of NHs has gone up by 
more than 50% from 91,287 km (as 
on April 2014) to around 1,41,000 
km now. In the current financial 
year 2021-22, the Ministry has so 
far built 5,407 km on NHs (as on 24 
December).

Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi laid the foundation stone 
of Delhi-Dehradun Expressway 
(Economic Corridor) of 179 km to 
be built at a cost of Rs 8,500 crore 
and Haridwar Spur, connecting 
Haridwar with Delhi-Dehradun 
Expressway at a cost of Rs 2,100 
crore.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the 16 km 
Varanasi Ring Road project and 
Varanasi – Ghazipur (72 km) 
highway project.

Prime Minister  laid the foundation 
stone for four laning of five sections 
of Shri Sant Gyaneshawar Maharaj 
Palkhi Marg (NH-965) and three 
sections of Shri Sant Tukaram 
Maharaj Palkhi Marg (NH-965G) at 
Pandharpur in Maharashtra through 
video conferencing in November. 
This will facilitate the movement 
of Lord Vitthal’s devotees coming 
from all over the country and outside 
beyond to Pandharpur. The Prime 
Minister also dedicated to the nation 
more than 223 Km of completed and 
upgraded road projects, constructed 
with an estimated cost of Rs 
1180 crore at different National 
Highways for boosting connectivity 
to Pandharpur.

Union Minister Shri Nitin 
Gadkari laid the foundation stone 
for 25 National Highway Projects 
of total length 257 Km with an 
investment of Rs 11,721 crore at 
Doda in Jammu & Kashmir. These 
projects will not only provide all 
weather connectivity within the 
valley and agricultural, industrial 
& socio-economic progress of the 
region but will also facilitate swift 
movement of defence forces. The 
projects will involve rehabilitation 
and upgradation of some sections, 
construction of viaduct and tunnel 
and rectification of black spots in 
the region.

Shri Nitin Gadkari inaugurated 
four National highways projects 
worth Rs 3037 crore with total 
length of 146 km in Mirzapur (UP) 
and laid foundation stone for three 
NH projects in Jaunpur which will 
cover 86 km with a total cost of Rs 
1,123 crore.

An MoU was signed between the 
NHAI and Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Trust at Nagpur to set up a multi-
modal logistics park at Sindhi in 
Wardha district. Speaking on the 
occasion, Shri Gadkari said Nagpur, 
being in the heart of the country, 
has the full potential of becoming a 
logistics capital.

COLLABORATION WITH 
UNIVERSITY OF NSW, 

AUSTRALIA
The Indian Academy of 

Highway Engineers (IAHE), under 
Ministry, signed an Agreement 
with University of New South 
Wales (UNSW), Australia for 
setting up a Centre for Advanced 
Transportation Technology and 
Systems at IAHE campus, Noida. 
The Agreement, signed in a virtual 
ceremony, chaired by  Shri Nitin 
Gadkari, is for a project for capacity 
building, technology transfer and 
creation of enabling environment 
for establishment of the Centre in 
IAHE. The UNSW will also deliver 
a course, certified by it, on smart 
transport systems and modelling.

FOREIGN CURRENCY

  CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES

Import
RATE (INR)

Export

We are not responsible for any mistake. ALL RATES ARE PROVISIONAL. The rates in 
these column are only meant for guidance.

with effect from  
25th Dec. 2021Notification  No.103/2021 (N.T.)

ALL RATES PER UNIT

Australian Dollar  54.60  52.25
Bahraini Dinar  205.45  192.90
Canadian Dollar  59.70  57.60
Chinese Yuan  11.95  11.60
Danish Kroner  11.65  11.25
EURO  86.60  83.45
Hong Kong Dollar  9.80  9.45
Kuwaiti Dinar  256.30  240.35
New Zealand Dollar  52.55  50.25
Norwegian Kroner  8.40  8.10
Pound Sterling  101.50  98.05
Qatari Riyal  21.15  19.80
Saudi Arabian Riyal  20.65  19.40
Singapore Dollar  55.90  54.05
South African Rand  4.85  4.55
Swedish Kroner  8.40  8.15
Swiss Franc  83.30  80.00
Turkish Lira  6.70 6.30
UAE Dirham  21.10  19.80
US Dollar  75.90  74.20 
Japanese Yen (100) 67.55  65.15
Korean Won (100) 6.60  6.20
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In a year highlighted by unexpected 
disruptions and mounting uncertainties, 
China is set to secure stable growth with 

the help of its swift policy response, reports 
Xinhua.

The world’s second-largest economy 
expanded 9.8 percent year on year in the first 
three quarters, a hard-won result amid various 
challenges including pandemic resurgences 
and mounting debt pressures, reflecting the 
effectiveness of policies to support growth 
while defusing risks.

For the full year, the World Bank projected 
that China’s economy would grow 8 percent, 
higher than the government target of “above 
6 percent.”

A review of the government’s fine-tuned 
policymaking in 2021 gives a glimpse into 
how China addressed the common challenges 
facing the global economy and what that 
means for the year 2022 and beyond.

PRECISE PANDEMIC CONTROL
Two years into the pandemic, global 

policymakers are still trying to find the best 
way to balance growth with pandemic control.

China has adopted stringent pandemic 
control policies in 2021, wiping out 
new outbreaks as soon as possible with 
early detection, swift response, targeted 
containment, and effective treatment of 
COVID-19 patients.

Such policies have proved effective not 
only in ensuring public health, but also in an 
economic sense as the gains from normalized 
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What An Unusual 2021 Says About The Future Of China’s Economy
production and consumption outweigh 
pandemic control costs, analysts said.

“Overall the policies have brought 
significant benefits. Thanks to the policies, the 
growth rate of the Chinese economy outpaced 
the majority of other economies for the past 
year,” said Lu Ting, chief China economist 
with securities firm Nomura.

Next year, striking a balance between 
precise pandemic control and economic 
growth will be increasingly critical, Lu said.

While COVID-19 has brought disruptions 
to consumption, the impact will be mitigated by 
the “learning effect,” reflected in strengthened 
government capabilities in precisely 
containing COVID-19 and improving people’s 
willingness to consume offline, the China 
International Capital Corporation (CICC) said 
in a report.

“For 2022, we should not be overly 
pessimistic about the possible impact 
from COVID-19. We expect household 
consumption to mildly recover thanks to pro-
growth policies,” CICC said.

TARGETED CREDIT SUPPORT
Another challenge facing global 

policymakers in 2021 is how to provide much-
needed credit support to the COVID-battered 
economy without adding excessive debt.

Instead of printing money and pumping 
cash into the whole financial system, China 
has adopted a prudent monetary policy in 
2021, channeling funds through targeted 
monetary tools to specific sectors such as 
manufacturing as well as the more vulnerable 
small and medium-sized companies.

The country’s central bank has cut the 
reserve requirement ratio (RRR) for financial 
institutions twice this year to offer liquidity to 
the real economy.

In addition, the country has been more 
proactive in taking fiscal measures to shore up 
growth, cutting taxes and fees for companies 
while transferring central funds to support 
regions hit by natural disasters.

On the other hand, the country has remained 
cautious in channeling funds to the housing 
sector, continuing its deleveraging campaign 
that has been going on for years under the 
principle of “housing is for living in, not for 
speculation.”

In its latest effort to bolster the real economy, 
the country cut the one-year market-based 
benchmark lending rate by 5 basis points in 
December but kept unchanged the over-five-
year benchmark rate, on which many lenders 
base their mortgage rates.

The recent cuts in the reserve requirement 
ratio and lending rate signal a more 
accommodative monetary policy stance, 
although financial sector de-risking efforts are 
expected to continue, the World Bank said in 
a report.

In 2022, China will continue implementing 
proactive fiscal policies and prudent monetary 
policies, the tone-setting Central Economic 
Work Conference decided, adding that the 
country will boost the virtuous cycle and 
healthy development of the property sector 
with city-specific policies.

ORDERLY GREEN TRANSITION
Despite mounting growth pressure, China 

has been steadily pushing its carbon peaking 
and carbon neutral agenda with institutional 
innovations in 2021.

As a market-based mechanism to incentivize 
carbon emission cuts by companies, a national 
carbon market started trading in July, which 
has seen active trading of carbon emission 
quotas.

While encouraging the use of green energy, 
policymakers have paid special attention to 
the potential disruption to the energy supply 
and economic activity, reiterating that local 
governments should avoid “campaign-style” 
carbon reduction.

“Achieving carbon peaking and carbon 
neutrality is an inherent requirement for 
promoting high-quality development, which 
requires unswerving efforts. It is impossible 
to achieve the goal all at once,” the Central 
Economic Work Conference said.

To ensure a smooth transition toward low-
carbon development, China has been stepping 
up investment in green technologies, and 
creating opportunities for both domestic and 
foreign companies.

Under the carbon goals, investment into 
the green manufacturing sector will see 
notable growth for the next year, especially 
sectors including pollution control, the 
digital economy as well as new energy and 
materials, said the Bank of Communications 
in a report.

Investment in these areas will stimulate 
short-term demand and aid China in 
transitioning to new growth engines in the 
long term, the report said.
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